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    worship with us this weekend! 

    Informal Worship Saturday 5:30 p.m.  

         Worship & Livestream Sunday 9:30 a.m. 

 

 

Sharing Christ’s Love 

HOLY WEEK AT FIRST 
 

                                          

PALM SUNDAY — APRIL 9 & 10 

Saturday at 5:30 p.m. ~ Special Music & Passion Reading 

Sunday at 9:30 p.m.~ Special Music & Passion Reading 

9:30 a.m. Livestream Worship 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY — APRIL 14 

Noon Worship & Meal  

6:30 p.m. Worship ~ Praise Team
 

Stripping of the Altar 

6:30 p.m. Livestream Worship 

 

GOOD FRIDAY — APRIL 15 

6:30 p.m. Worship ~ Special Music
 

6:30 p.m. Livestream Worship 

 

EASTER VIGIL — APRIL 16 

6:30 p.m. Worship ~ With the help of the Faithtime Kids,  

we gather together to hear the stories of Genesis,  

all the way to John, told by story tellers of all ages.  

6:30 p.m. Livestream Worship 
 

7:30 p.m. Glow-In-The-Dark Egg Hunt  

 

EASTER SUNDAY — APRIL 17 

   8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship ~ Sanctuary Choir & Organ   

8 a.m. Livestream Worship 

   9:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship ~ Praise Team 
 

Easter Fellowship — 9 to 9:30 a.m.  
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A Word 

From 

Pastor  

Laura 

 

 

Personally, I see advantages and disadvantages 

in both settings. And what a blessing our 

congregation has, that we have a facility  

with two spaces conducive to gathering for 

worship! I see a definite advantage in making 

this change to give us the flexibility we need 

to plan the best worship possible, each week 

of the year. 

     Some changes in our worship patterns  

will also be seen on Sunday morning. We  

are hoping and planning for our Praise Team 

to lead worship about twice per month, and  

also to do a full Traditional liturgy twice per 

month. We may still have occasional 

“blended” worship, but you will find that 

most of the time, worship will most closely 

resemble a full “Traditional” or a full 

“Contemporary” style. The schedule for  

these worship services is heavily dependent  

on our volunteer musicians’ availability,  

so the schedule will be flexible. 

     As we emerge from the past two years  

of constant reactionary change, we are now 

moving forward into a new chapter of 

ministry. Our worship patterns will change  

as we begin this new chapter, but our 

congregation’s commitment to meaningful, 

participatory, relevant worship experiences 

remains constant.  

     And, with the Psalmist, each of us may 

declare: “I will bless the Lord at all times; 

his praise shall continually by in my 

mouth.” (Psalm 34:1) 

     —Pastor Laura 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beginning this month, Saturday Informal Worship 

will be in the Fellowship Room about half of the 

time, and in the Sanctuary half of the time.  

     Many factors have contributed to this change  

in our worship pattern. The main reason is that 

moving to the Sanctuary will allow us to use a 

variety of media in worship, especially projected 

images and videos. However, we will not use this 

media every week, and the Fellowship Room 

setting has become one important aspect of our 

Saturday worship tradition. We do not plan to 

eliminate worship in Fellowship Room, but this 

change will allow us the flexibility we need as we 

plan worship experiences that inspire, encourage, 

challenge, and uplift participants.  

     Our tentative schedule is set for the next four 

months, with our Fellowship Room set-up teams 

and our altar guild volunteers lined up accordingly. 

If needed, we (the staff) can make changes to the 

schedule, based on our worship needs, our building 

usage, and our volunteer availability. 

     I want to thank those who have been serving  

on our Saturday set-up crews over the past year+: 

John & Char Daniels; Jill, Emma & Hannah Loehr; 

The Palmer family; and Pete & Tracy Yager. 

We are always in need of volunteers who are 

willing to be trained to set up for worship 

occasionally. With our new worship schedule, 

volunteers would be scheduled once every 5-6 

weeks, or you could be a designated substitute  

if our assigned volunteer is unavailable. 

     We also are planning for a time in early May  

to train volunteers to run the sound board. On 

most Sunday mornings, you can find Larry Lord, 

our Livestream Technician, in the sound booth. 

We will need volunteers to help with projections 

on Sunday morning, and to be a resource for 

midweek and special services and Saturday evening 

worship. Look for more information about this 

next month. 

I understand that some prefer worshipping in the 

Sanctuary, and some prefer worshipping in the 

Fellowship Room, for all sorts of reasons.  

 

 

Developing New Worship Patterns 



PAGE 3 

First  

Worship 

& Music 

 

 

First  

Prayer 

Please keep the following Lifelines petitions in your prayers: 

World and Community:  For the people of Ukraine. For our leaders:  President Joe Biden  

and Governor J.B. Pritzker. For health care workers. For all who work for peace and justice.  

For those serving our country in the military, especially Josh Francis (Paul & Kay Terpening’s  

nephew), Raul Falcon (Ted & Lanell Carpenter’s neighbors’ son), Brian Hanshaw (Jan & Steve Weber’s son-in-law),  

Geoffrey Lindesmith (Austin Ross’ friend), Jessica Ruggles (Scott Denys friend’s daughter), Brandon Sandoval,  

Brian Sandoval, Christopher Unrath, Law Enforcement Officers and First Responders. 

Church:  For our bishops:  Rev. Elizabeth Eaton and Rev. Jeff Clements. For our partners in ministry:  Pastor Daniel 

Meiyan and the people of Osupuko Parish in Tanzania, Rev. Raja Socrates, Bishop of the Arcot Lutheran Synod, India. 

For missionaries who share the Gospel around the world. For Lutheran Social Services of Illinois. For our pastors, parish 

staff, Preschool staff and Church Council (names listed on pg. 10).  

Health and Wellbeing:  For all who are fighting COVID-19, Angie ______ and her family (Darla Anderson’s friend-co/

worker), Audrei ______ (Naomi Terpening’s friend), Margaret ______ (Maurice Nelson’s friend), Steven ______ (Kathy  

Nelson’s friend’s boyfriend), Tina ______ (Paul & Kay Terpening’s friend), Ron Alhorn, Lonnie Anderson (Kathy Heller’s 

brother), Mel Bodenlos (Jami Haser’s best friend’s father), Bud & Diane Carius (Bob & Cindy Groene’s friends), Quinn  

Collins (Mike & Ethel Pries’ granddaughter), Judy Dean (Linda Mullin’s sister), Bill Franks (Jami Haser’s co-worker’s father), 

Cindy Groene, Lori Korth (Kim Sefton’s cousin), Bonnie & Abe Latting (Bob & Cindy Groene’s friends), Michelle Mustain, 

Joyce Reints (Kim Sefton’s aunt), Kim Sefton and Peggy Schram (Doris Swanson’s daughter).  

Joys:  On the birth of William James Hanske, son of Nick & Lexi Hanske, grandson of Jim & Mary Jo Brummet and 

great-grandson of Helen Brummet. On receiving Bob & Jan VanKerrebroeck as new members of our congregation.  

Thanksgiving:  I have completed radiation and want to thank all my church family for their prayers, love and support 

through my treatment. You guys have been amazing! I trust our loving Father for His continued healing and pray that 

His love surrounds all of us as we face life’s challenges. –Barb Burghgrave   

It was so much fun to open so many valentines!  –Jean Clark  

For faithful servants worldwide, who are living out the great commission; and for the relief agencies that provide a safety 

net for others.  –Janet Larson 

Sorrows:  On the deaths of Lila Becker, member; Mickey Halverson, member; Elizabeth Gradert, mother of Diane  

Olson and Barb Fehlman; and Tim Morrissey, father of Brett Karpinski. 

 

If you wish to submit a prayer request, please visit www.firstgeneseo.org and use the password First! to access the prayer request form 

in the Member Access Section. If you or a member of your family have a medical procedure planned or are admitted to the hospital, 

please call the church office. In the event of an after-hours emergency please contact Pastor Matt at 703-505-9517. 

 

April 2 & 3, 2022  

Lent 5 

This weekend’s texts include Isaiah 43:16-21, 

Psalm 126, Philippians 3:4b-14 and John 12:1-8. 
 

April 9 & 10, 2022  

Passion of our Lord/Palm Sunday 

This weekend’s texts include Isaiah 50:4-9a, 

Philippians 2:5-11 and the Passion according  

to Luke. 
 

April 14, 2022 

Maundy Thursday, Noon & 6:30 p.m. 

Today’s text is Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14,  

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 and John 13:1-17,  

31b-35. 
 

April 15, 2022  

Good Friday, 6:30 p.m. 

Today’s text is Psalm 22 and John 18:1-19:42.  

April 16, 2022 

Easter Vigil, 6:30 p.m. 

Today’s stories include Creation, Deliverance 

from the Flood, Deliverance at the Red Sea, 

Deliverance from the Big Fish and Deliverance 

from the Fiery Furnace. 
 

April 17, 2022  

Easter Sunday 

This weekend’s texts include Acts 10:34-43, 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24, 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 

and Luke 24:1-12. 
 

April 23 & 24, 2022  

Easter 2/Rogation Weekend 

This weekend’s texts include Joshua 5:9-12,  

Acts 5:27-32, Revelation 1:4-8 and John  

20:19-31.  
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First 

Faithtime 

Ministries 

 

Scholarship Applications 

Scholarship applications for graduating seniors and college students are due April 30 to  

the church office. Copies of both high school and college applications are located at the  

Resource Center. High school graduates received a copy of the application and guidelines  

in the mail.  

 

Senior Recognition 

Senior Recognition is right around the corner! If your child is a senior, please have them  

complete the senior information sheet that was sent to them and return it in the envelope  

provided to Abbey Cathelyn by April 30. Senior Recognition will be at the 9:30 service  

Confirmation (7
th

 & 8
th 

graders) 

We have revised our class schedule to accommodate our 

students’ schedule. Here is our plan for April:  
 

 April 6 — Midweek Worship at 6:30 p.m.  

                           (no small groups after worship) 

 Saturday, April 9 — Meet at 4 p.m. to rehearse for  

                                         Passion reading 

 April 13 — No Class (Holy Week) 

 April 20 — No Class  

 April 27 — Paul’s Letter to the Romans 

First Communion 

Children will receive their First Communion on Maundy Thursday, April 14, at the 6:30 

service. These young children have completed their study and preparation for this day by 

learning about Holy Communion, making their own banner, baking bread together and 

sharing a meal together. We gladly join with them at the Lord’s table. 
 

   Eli Curcuru         Gavin Stees 

   Savanna DeSplinter        Gage Steffes 

   Anna Kamprath        Nora Steffes 

   Simon Runty         Brynn Wildemuth 

Faithtime Kids (Wednesdays Afterschool) 

We are entering our last month of Faithtime! We were able to meet the full year with only 

one break in January.   
 

  All children Grades K-6                                         April’s schedule:  
 

  3:15-3:45 p.m.   Check In, Snack & Table Talk         April 6 — Holy Week           

  3:45-4:00 p.m.   Whole Group Game                         April 13 — No Faithtime 

  4:00-4:10 p.m.   Opening in Sanctuary                       April 20 — Doubting Thomas 

  4:10-5:30 p.m.   Message, Music & Motion                April 27 — Last Day of Faithtime 

  5:30 p.m.          Check Out in Sanctuary 
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First 

ministries 

Thank You! 

Our church steeple renovation work has concluded, and that leaves us “steeped” in gratitude! 

Thank you to each family of the congregation who contributed toward the Steeple Fund. 

Thank you to our generous “match” family, who provided an extra incentive for our gifts. 

Thank you to the families who provided memorial gifts for this project:   

Dave Ahlstrand, Loretta Baze, Ellwyn & Lila Borkgren, Mary Anne Daniels,  

James Hohenboken, Marjorie Miller, and Royce & Sharon Stenzel 

Thank you to Jim Cassens, who coordinated with our contractors while they were on site. 

Thank you to the crew from Krause Konstruction, who were covered in prayer while they 

were up in the air. Our Steeple Fund and Building Fund were used to pay for this project.  

Any additional gifts are welcome and will be used to replenish our Building Fund. 

 

                 —First Lutheran Church Council  

Easter Egg Blessing Milestone 

Moment  
 

  When:  Palm Sunday, April 10 

        10:45-11:30 a.m. 
 

  Where:  Fellowship Room 
 

  Who:  Families and members of all ages - 

             All materials provided plus a treat! 
 

  Why:  Take a breath and find God’s 

presence in a moment of decorating Easter 

eggs. Using the five-stage structure of 

Milestone Ministries we will recognize  

the tradition of hunting/decorating eggs, 

encourage caring conversations that connect 

our faith, bless the eggs that remind us of  

the resurrection, gift the eggs as a tangible 

remembrance of this milestone for years  

to come, and reinforce how this event 

First Lutheran Preschool 

It is Spring! We are excited to start spending 

more time outside this month. All preschool 

classes will be preparing for Easter and 

welcoming in the spring season this month 

with crafts, songs and activities. The  

3-year-old class will continue the journey 

through colors and shapes with a focus on 

blue and the oval. They will continue to 

learn about their senses. The 4-year-old 

classes will be learning about what they can 

do to care for the environment. They will 

also complete their weather unit and share 

their families with each other through 

photos. 
 

 

No School ~ We will have Easter Break  

from Friday, April 15-Monday, April 18.  

Classes will resume on Tuesday, April 19.  

Maundy Thursday Noon Meal 

During Holy Week, come and enjoy a warm 

meal in the Fellowship Room following the 

noon service on Maundy Thursday, April 14. 

The main entrée is Ham Balls with scalloped 

potatoes, green beans, fruit salad, dinner roll 

and strawberry shortcake. To assist with 

planning, please sign up at the Welcome 

Center or call the church office at 944-3196. 

The deadline is Thursday, April 7. 

Glow-In-The-Dark Egg Hunt 

Join us immediately after the Easter Vigil on April 16  

for a Glow-In-The-Dark Egg Hunt! The grassy area 

by the playground will be lit up with Easter eggs 

ready to be found! The egg hunt is for “peeps” ages 

pre-k-5
th

 grade. Look for a “glowing” Miss Abbey 

right after service on the concrete pad by the 

basketball hoop (next to the playground) for your 

instructions! The hunt will begin at approximately 

7:30 p.m. and will only last about 30 minutes.  

                             Let’s get glowing!  
 

• We are asking for donations of Easter candy and 

Easter “trinkets” to be put in goodie bags. Donations 

can be put in the basket by the Lent bulletin board.  
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First 

Ministries 

 

 

Season of Serving  

Foster Hope is a non-profit  

organization that exists to  

support our local foster care community.  
 

Foster Hope is unable to host Parent’s  

Night Out that was scheduled for Saturday, 

April 9. We are still collecting diapers and 

wipes to donate to Foster Hope. Any size/

brand is accepted. Donations will be collected 

through April 10 and can be placed in white 

bassinette located near the bulletin board in 

the Fellowship Room.  

Growing in Faith Together  

Each Sunday, class begins at 10:45 a.m.  

and concludes at 11:30 a.m. Family Sunday 

School meets in the Fellowship Room. Bible 

Study meets in Conference Room A. 
 

  April 3 – GIFT Family Sunday School: 

                         Mary Anoints Jesus 

  April 10 – Milestone Moment:  Easter Egg  

                             Decorating & Blessing  

  April 17– No GIFT (Easter)                  

  April 24 – GIFT Adult Bible Study:  

               Revelation 1:4-8 (The Freeing Jesus) 

Did You Know! 

On Sunday, May 1
 

at 9:30 a.m., the Schmidt  

family will be joining us for worship and the 

premier of a piece that we had commissioned 

in honor of former Director of Worship & 

Music, Linda Schmidt!  

First Book Club 

Join us for discussion on the content of the 

book “The Book of Lost Friends” and faith  

response to the author Lisa Wingate on 

Thursday, April 21 at 5 p.m. in Grace Place. 

May’s book title is “The Last Thing He Told 

Me” by Laura Dave. A thrilling roller coaster 

of a novel! This smart, intimate exploration  

of love and family is the foundation of a  

beautifully constructed mystery filled with 

twists and turns. A must-read … hurry and 

pick up your copy today! 

Save the Date! 

 What:  VBS 2022 ~ “Tree of Healing” 
 

 When:  June 26-June 30 ~ 5:00-7:30 p.m. 
 

 Who:  Children entering pre-k–sixth grade  
 

Registration will open on April 3. An online form will be sent  

to your email and posted on Facebook. Questions? Contact 

Abbey Cathelyn, Director of Youth & Family Ministry at 

youth@firstgeneseo.org or call the church office at 944-3196.  

Men’s Lenten Breakfast 

Men’s Lenten Breakfasts return this year, with a shorter two-week series! All men in the 

community are invited to gather for breakfast on April 2 at Geneseo Evangelical Free 

Church and on April 9 at First Methodist Church. Serving begins at 7 a.m.; a free-will 

donation is accepted. The Geneseo Ministerial Association plans to return to a full  

six-week series in 2023. 

Rogation Weekend 

With the upcoming planting season, First Lutheran  

will be praying for the safety of farmers, the growth  

of crops and a bountiful harvest. Farmers are invited  

to bring soil from their fields to be blessed during  

worship services on April 23 & 24.  
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First 

ministries 

Guardian Angels Fund 
 

Guardian Angels Fund is a new local fund that was developed to contribute to children of  

District 228, that are unable to participate in classroom celebrations such as their birthday,  

Valentine’s Day, book fair and any other special occasion throughout the school year.     
 

Guardian Angels Fund was established November 2021 to live out a dream of mine and  

Trevor Schefsky’s to help others. Trevor and I grew up together and were best friends.  

We were also in confirmation together and attended youth gatherings. One of our  

gatherings was in Detroit, Michigan. Our service was cleaning up the streets to make it  

safe for the children to play. We cleaned up broken glass off the roads and I remember  

parents thanking us because we made it a safer area for their children to play. Even though  

we were in 8
th

 grade at the time it was really touching to see how we made a difference.  

Trevor and I had plans to attend college together to obtain a degree in Law Enforcement. 

Helping others was what we wanted to do. Trevor had a rare genetic disease called DADA 2. 

He went to Cincinnati’s Children Hospital March of 2017. During his stay he went through 3 different 

rounds of chemo prior to having 3 bone marrow transplants. The first two did not take and the third  

one did. Complications arose when Trevor went to have his PICC line removed to come home. He 

passed away November 29, 2017. Trevor and I made promises to each other and being of service to  

others is one of them. I want to honor and live out this promise. He may not be here physically, but  

I know he is guiding me with this service because we always said we had each other’s back forever,  

he’s my guardian angel. 

     If interested in donating money you can send to Central Bank Illinois, 101 N State St Geneseo, IL 

61254, addressing to Guardian Angels Fund. Awareness of the Guardian Angels fund is crucial since  

it is supported by donations only. 
  

Joshua 1:9, “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened,  

and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” 

A 

L 

E 

X 

       TREVOR     & 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Special Note of Thanks 
 

The family of Mickey Halverson would like to thank our church family for your support through our loss. 

Pastor Matt has been such a great source of fellowship for my Dad over the course of the last couple years. My 

dad was able to ask questions about his progressing Alzheimer’s, we all appreciated Pastor Matt’s honest and 

straight forward answers which gave my dad a great deal of peace. We were all comforted by the conversations 

they shared. Thank you to Roger Bengtson for serving communion during the funeral, our family respects you 

so much and having you there serving us the body and blood of Christ was a special gift. The funeral crew who 

does such an amazing job. Everything was delicious and you each comforted us just by your presence. We have 

no doubt the first sign we received from dad was all the lemon desserts.  

     You are a blessing to our church. Pastor Laura, Morgan, Melinda, Mary Jo, thank you for your supportive 

roles you serve so well when needed. Thank you to everyone who has said a prayer, made food, sent a text, 

email, card, memorial and beyond. Our family has felt you lifting us in prayer for as long as we can remember 

by now. Thank you for that always!! Lastly, but really first and foremost we thank our God. My mom along 

with all of us feel very at peace with how God took our dad home. All of us were able to say goodbye, have  

time to absorb, and know that this is dad’s time to be reunited to so many he loved. This in some way has  

been very healing to our family in a way that surpasses all understanding. A chaplain that visited my dad from 

Compassus shared with us to remember that dad’s last breath here is his first breath in heaven. My mom heard 

his last breath here on earth, to think that is also the first time he has been reunited with Scott, Luke, and 

Trevor is a gift. The promise fulfilled.  

 

               —The Halverson Family     
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ministries 

 

 

FLC Garden 

Spring is here, and we are in the process of 

planning and planting our church garden.  

WE NEED YOU!  We are in need of  

individuals and families that would like to 

help plant, water, weed, and tend the garden. 

An hour a week would be great help to keep 

the weeds down and the harvest bountiful.   

A sign up sheet will be posted or call Karen 

Myhre (309) 533-7053 if you would like to 

help. We are also still in need of good used or 

new garden tools. For a list of needed items, 

please contact Butch DeBlieck (319) 750-8759. 

We look forward to a great growing season 

and the fun of sharing God’s bounty with  

our congregation and community.  

Geneseo Community Choir and Children’s Choir Invitation 

The Community Choir of Geneseo will be celebrating their 14th anniversary this summer. 

The theme is "Remembering....Thankful!" The Community choir includes those entering  

8
th

 grader and older adults. They will rehearse on Wednesday evenings from 6:30-8 p.m. 

beginning Wednesday, June 1 thru June 22 in the GHS concert hall. The performance is 

Wednesday, June 29 at 7 p.m. in the GHS concert hall. If you are interested in singing, please 

call Pam Edwards, the director at 309-944-6641 or email (singplay53@gmail.com) by May 6.  

     Students entering grades 4-7 are invited to sing in the Children’s Choir. They will rehearse 

June 23,24,27,28,29 and will perform with the Community Choir on June 29. Registration 

forms are available on the Geneseo elementary and middle school choir instructor’s website 

or contact Pam Edwards. The deadline to register is May 6. 

   More information is available on the Community Choir of Geneseo’s FB page. 

Save the Date! 

Music Camp will be July 18-21 for all current 

1
st

-5
th

 graders. Mornings are spent at church in  

a variety of music activities, games, crafts, and 

snack. After lunch, we spend afternoons away 

from the church—bowling, swimming, etc.  

The children lead worship on Sunday, July 24. 

We welcome you to invite friends to join us!  

Women’s Ministry 

Cover Girls Quilting 

Come see what Cover Girls are all about! 

Join us for a time of fellowship and fun tying 

quilts for LWR and the needy on Wednesday, 

April 6, 13 and 20 at 9 a.m. in Grace Place. 

No experience necessary! 

Council Highlights  

Old Business 

• Updated on steeple progress - final 

inspection will occur next week. 

New Business 

• Approved Bill Nelson, Kathy Nelson and 

Steve Hawk as voting members for 2022 NI 

Synod Assembly. 

• Approved Bob & Jan VanKerrebroeck as 

new members for the church. 

• Met with the Visioning Team after our 

regular Council meeting. 

General Fund Offering: 

February actual  $34,217 

February budget $37,167 

YTD actual        $105,033 

YTD budget           $99,333 

Net Income Over Expenses: 

 February actual  $6,363 deficit 

 February budget $4,163 deficit 

 YTD actual $8,926 surplus 

  YTD budget     $1,660 surplus 

mailto:singplay53@gmail.com
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ministries 

Food Pantry Collection 

The Geneseo-Atkinson Food Pantry is collecting oil, sugar, salt, mandarin 

oranges, pizza sauce, diapers (4, 5 and 6), dish soap, laundry soap, bleach and 

 toilet paper to share with those in our community. Donations may be left  

in the basket by the church office.  
 

• New Hours! The Geneseo-Atkinson Food Pantry is now open: Mondays 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.; 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; and Fridays 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.  
 

Did you know …. The Food Pantry has become a community partner with Pajama Program! 

Pajama Program distributes millions of cozy pajamas and inspiring books to qualified Community 

Partners (homeless shelters, foster care agencies, group homes, etc.) that work directly with children 

facing adversity across the United States. Now our guests will have plenty of adorable pajamas  

to choose from! 

Women’s Ministry 

Cover Girls Quilting 

Come see what Cover Girls are all about! 

Join us for a time of fellowship and fun 

tying quilts for LWR and the needy on 

Wednesday, April 5, 13 and 20 at 9 a.m.  

in Grace Place. No experience necessary! 

 

 

Aid for Ukraine 

Lutheran Disaster Response brings God’s hope, healing and renewal to people whose  

lives have been disrupted by disasters in the United States and around the world. Their 

work in Eastern Europe is being coordinated by people on the ground who understand  

the needs of the refugees. LDR is accompanying our companions in Ukraine, Hungary, 

Poland and Slovakia, as well as such ecumenical partners as Lutheran World Federation  

and Church World Service, in their humanitarian responses to the crisis. These partners 

provide refugees with immediate support and supplies such as food, blankets, water and 

hygiene kits. You are invited to make a gift to support this work. Gifts can be made  

online at https://community.elca.org/eastern-europe-crisis-response 

Your gifts designated for “Eastern Europe Crisis Response” will be used entirely (100%)  

to provide support for people impacted by conflict in the region. 

     In addition, Lutheran World Relief (LWR) is providing aid in the region. Quilts and 

Kits that were assembled, blessed, and shipped last year by our congregation may now  

be covering Ukrainian refugees with God’s love. And only God knows who will be  

blessed by the work we are doing this year to assemble more Quilts and Kits. 
 

Did You Know? 
 

Noisy Offering will 

return in April! On 

the first weekend of  

each month, bring 

change to drop in 

the buckets as we 

collect an offering to 

benefit a designated 

ministry. April’s 

recipient will be 

Lutheran Disaster 

Response – Eastern 

European Crisis. 

Lutheran World Relief 

First Lutheran is still collecting items for Lutheran 

World Relief “Personal Care Kits” through the end 

of April. During the next few weeks, please clip the 

“Personal Care needs” list and donate what you can  

in the basket located by the church office. These 

ordinary items become extraordinary when they  

are assembled into kits and shared as gifts of love  

and comfort.  

• Did you know? … Dollar Tree is a great place  

to purchase nail clippers, toothbrushes and combs! 

List of LWR Personal Care Kit Items 

• Light-weight bath-size towel (maximum  

    52” x 27”), dark color recommended  

Please Note:  It is important that these towels  

                      are light-weight for line drying. 

• Bath-size bars (4 to 5 oz.) of soap, any brand,  

    in its original wrapping 

• Sturdy comb (wide tooth) 

• Metal nail clippers    

• Toothbrush     

https://community.elca.org/eastern-europe-crisis-response
https://community.elca.org/eastern-europe-crisis-response
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Council 

 

Lance Camp—President 

Mike Eckwall—Vice-President 

Linda Sheley—Secretary  

 Mike Ficken—Treasurer 
 

Jodi Barnhart, Gary Gesme,  

Kathy Heller, Jill Laingen, 

 John Peters, Jacob Steffes,  

Phil Wildermuth 

 

  Meeting Schedule: 

     Cabinet — Monday, April 4 

      Ministries — Monday, April 4 
 

      Council — Monday, April 11 

 

Preschool staff 
 

Misty Slaymaker, Director 

Margi Ficken 

preschool@firstgeneseo.org 

 

 

Next Chimes deadline: 

Thursday, April 7 

 

 

 

Office hours 
 

Monday-Tuesday-Thursday 

8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
 

Wednesday  

8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.  
 

Friday 

Office Closed 
 

Closed for Lunch ~ Noon–1 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

Staff schedule 
 
 

Rev. Laura Kamprath 

Monday-Thursday 
 

Rev. Matt Kamprath 

Monday & Wednesday 
 

Morgan Sarber  

Monday-Thursday 
 

 

Mary Jo Brummet 

Monday-Thursday 
 

Abbey Cathelyn 

Monday-Thursday 
 

Linda Bloomberg 

Monday-Thursday, select hours 

 
 

 

Staff Directory  
 

Rev. Laura Kamprath 

lkamprath@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Rev. Matt Kamprath 

mkamprath@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Morgan Sarber  

Director of Worship & Music 

worship@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Mary Jo Brummet 

Parish Administrator 

mjbrummet@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Abbey Cathelyn 

Director of Youth & Family Ministry 

youth@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Linda Bloomberg 

Receptionist  

receptionist@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Jim Luikart 

Parish Accountant 

jluikart@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Jennifer Johnson 

Programs Meal Coordinator 
 

Charlene Daniels, Custodian 

cdaniels@firstgeneseo.org 
 

Melinda Wildermuth, Staff Musician 
 

Larry Lord, Livestream Technician  

 

114 E. Main Street 

Geneseo, Il 61254-1566 

309-944-3196 

www.firstgeneseo.org 

e-mail: first@firstgeneseo.org 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

First Lutheran Church 

Spring Work Day 

Saturday, April 9 ~ 8 a.m. to Noon 

Come one, come all! We need your helping 

hands to spruce up the grounds and spread 

mulch. Donuts & coffee provided! 


