
On June 6th, for the first time in two decades, we were able to celebrate having
a 75-year member of the congregation. Doug Hasbrouck’s first ties with First
Congregational started back in 1937 when his older brother went to school at
Western Reserve Academy. That means Doug has been a part of more than a
third of the congregation’s history. To gain perspective, that was about twenty
years after one of our church members, James Ellsworth was able to
successfully reopen the WRA. Soon after, the Hasbrouck family would move
from Silver Lake to their farm on Stow Road. Coming out of the Great
Depression, Doug’s dad wanted to make sure his boys would always have
meaningful work if the economy failed again. Doug says that family farming in
those days was all about finding a way to make something out of everything –
grow a little corn, some apple trees, a few dairy cows and chickens, and cut ice
to sell from the lake in the winter – all to make a simple living for the family.
Everything made a difference and everyone had a chance to contribute to the
whole.  I love that idea as an image for what a church should be: a place that
makes a real difference in the world and everyone can be a part.  
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Doug’s memory stretches back across over thirty ministers who have served the
church to a time in the midst of World War II when Raymond Burns was the
church’s pastor. That was a time when Doug was required to attend worship in
our church as a student at Western Reserve Academy. He remembers so many
of the “boys” from the church who served in that war, including his own brother
Sherman who flew PBYs and B17s from Iceland as hospital planes. There were
people like his neighbor George Higley who was killed in Italy and Dave Reed
who died in the Battle of the Bulge. And there was Gordon Thomas and so
many others who Doug says, “Were good boys, fine young men, heroes.” All of
them, people from this church who were and are role models for Doug.  And in
turn, Doug has become a role model of what it means to live a good and faithful
life for so many of us. Indeed, that’s a big part of what a church does, modeling
right and faithful living. (Continued on Page 2). 
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(Continued from cover.) After college, Doug married

Helen who was from Canada, or from the outside, but

that didn’t matter, the people of the church immediately

welcomed her so lovingly. With a glimmer in his eye,

Doug says, “Maybe it’s because she was such a nice

girl.”  And he’s right, they don’t come any better than

Helen.  Regardless, the people of the church made

Helen one of their own, which is also at the heart of

what it means to be faithful church: a place that

welcomes all, period.  

One of Doug’s fondest memories comes from the late

1940s or early 1950s when he started a sports group

for middle school age youth where everybody was able

to play and all the youth were given equal time. There

really weren’t any athletics in the school at that time,

so Doug utilized the church gym to fill a need.  That’s

what it means to be church, too: meeting the real

needs of people in community.    

Among his best memories, Doug cherishes the twenty

years he was a Sunday School teacher for 8th graders.

He says it was lots of hard work, and yet nothing has

felt more like a real success in his life . . . and if you

know Doug, you know he’s had lots of success. What a

great testament to what matters most in life.  Did you

know we’re always looking for Sunday School

teachers? And who knows if in 20, 30 or 50 years from

now, maybe you’ll be saying it’s the greatest thing

you’ve done, just like Doug.   

As the years went by, the church and even more the

people in the congregation, have been at the center of

Helen and Doug’s life together and the place of most of

their deep friendships. In more recent years, Doug

acted as the on-site liaison with Jane Penny for the

construction of our 2000 building.

Doug says that our current motto, Wherever you are on

your journey we will meet you there, is exactly who

we’ve always been through the years.  And, he says,

"That’s who we need to continue to be, a place that

meets people wherever they happen to be." He goes

on, "The church always needs to be changing so that

we can be the same church we’ve always been, a

church that makes a difference in people’s lives and in

the world. That’s when Doug says we can look back

many years later and say we stayed ahead of the curve

and stood on the right side of the great arc of history.   

Finally, with that same wistful look, Doug says, "So

many wonderful people . . . that’s what makes this

such a great church."  And he’s right, may we never

forget the true gift of this church is each of you.That’s

well worth remembering. I do hope that you know you

are a gift and truly loved.  

As always,

Peter

The church always needs to be changing so we can
be the same church we’ve always been, a church

that makes a difference in people’s lives and 
in the world. 
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-Doug Hasbrouck

Helen and Doug
Hasbrouck have been
married for more than
70 years - their wedding
was  in 1950!  



It is only natural that Erika Federmann was elected

church moderator at our June Congregational Meeting.

After more than 17 years of church membership, she

has served on nearly every other church board or

committee. Add Sunday school teacher and

confirmation mentor, and she is more than qualified for

her two-year term as moderator. 

Erika was raised in Parma, some 30 miles from Hudson.

Though her grandparents were active members of a

UCC church in the Cleveland area, Erika did not grow

up attending church until she reached confirmation age.

“I think my mom felt guilty,” Erika laughed. “She took

me to a UCC Church in Parma so I could be confirmed.” 

After college, a job in Chicago as a communications

consultant and project manager with Hewitt Associates

paved the way for her to meet Walt, originally from

Michigan. The duo fell in love, married, and eventually

decided to make a move back to Northeast Ohio -

choosing Hudson because it was close to Erika’s

parents who had relocated from Parma to Richfield. 

Erika’s first visit to First Congregational Church of

Hudson (FCCH) took place on World Communion

Sunday. Erika said. “People were very welcoming and

friendly and everything about the place seemed so

familiar. It felt like coming home.”

A week later, she and Walt decided FCCH was the

place for them and they agreed to “jump into the life of

the church with both feet.” 
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Over the next decade, Erika worked part time outside of

the home in outreach and development roles with the

Cleveland Jazz Orchestra, and volunteered often with

the Hudson High School Music and Drama Programs.

Through it all, she stayed faithful to her plan to remain

active in the life of the church. 

In her role as moderator, Erika chairs Church Council

and serves as the presiding officer at all meetings of the

congregation. Erika notes, “The biggest challenge and

the most exciting opportunity is how we get back to

church life after spending 16 months physically

distanced during the pandemic. What will stay the

same? What might we want to do differently?”  

Of course, there is more to Erika than church

volunteerism. A passion for the arts was sparked thanks

to a beloved aunt. Erika has fond childhood memories of

attending many of her aunt’s performances. Erika plays

the flute and passed on her love of the arts to Hanno,

who recently graduated from the Berklee College of

Music, and Karsen, a Music Theater major at Kent State

University.

Erika is active in a local book club and enjoys reading

historical fiction. She loves to travel and plan trips,

“especially if they involve sand, sun and an ocean.” She

and Walt entertain often and attend music and theater

performances throughout the region. They look forward

to the reopening of BLU Jazz, one of their favorite

places in Akron.

Her son, Karsen, landed an upcoming role in Godspell at

a community theater in Vermillion. Erika said the

director asked Karsen about his own church experience,

and he replied, “My church is all about sharing God’s

love.” 

“To me, that’s it in a nutshell!” exclaimed Erika. “That’s

our message here at FCCH. We are all about LOVE.

Whoever you are, wherever you are, you are welcome

here.” 

ERIKA FEDERMANN ELECTED CURRENT 
CHURCH MODERATOR

Erika,
with her
family:
(L-R) son
Hanno
(22),
husband
Walt
Guldan,
and son
Karsen
(20). 

By Missy Kisthardt



Q: What did you learn while being the moderator

during a pandemic? 

Nancy: I learned how important it is to listen, adapt to

changing circumstances and trust the experts. I will

always be grateful for our Church Council in their

dedication to ensure that we strive to be a place of love,

security and hope. I learned that our past moderators

are always just a phone call away, lending a supportive

ear and helpful advice when needed. It was a terrific

support system in place for me!

Q: What will you always remember about your time as

a moderator? 

Nancy: I will always remember my year working so

closely with Erika and Peter. I so appreciate the

perspective, guidance and love they provided, most

notably with the work put into our Love Unlimited Lenten

program. The church is blessed to have them both!

Q: What did you experience working with the staff of

the church? The congregation? 

Nancy: Working with staff has again been an amazing

experience. We are so very fortunate to have a

dedicated and creative group that work selflessly to help

make our church a reflection of God’s love. The one

word that resonates with me when I think of our church

staff and leadership is selflessness. Not much can

happen, however, unless you have a congregation that

supports all of the work that goes into making our church

so vibrant and healthy. When I think back on all of the

events and programs that have been offered through the

years, including the pandemic…it is our devoted

congregation that breathes life into it all!

Q: Why are you proud that this is your church? 

Nancy: For me, our church is always seeking ways to

reach beyond our walls to connect and understand the

broader community. I am proud that our church has

committed itself to the goal of meeting people where

they are and seeking to love and learn through the

teachings of Jesus Christ. I am able to experience this

firsthand with the work being supported at The

Children’s Center at Valley View. 

Q: Any words of wisdom or encouragement for Erika

as she embarks on her time as Moderator? 

Nancy: Erika is a great fit for the church moderator

because she listens, she’s incredibly open and honest

and most importantly she loves this church! As I stated

earlier…she should tap into the past moderator club for

any guidance needed!

SERVING AS MODERATOR DURING A
GLOBAL PANDEMIC

Q&A With Nancy Martinez, Church Moderator 2019-2021
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In honor of
her service
from 2019 -
2021, Nancy
received a
brick from
our original
building -
because
she always
will be part
of our
foundation!   

We are so grateful for Nancy Martinez, who served as our moderator for the past two years during the COVID

epidemic. We are blessed by her passion and commitment to this place. Here are a few reflections of her experiences

over the past couple years. 



CELEBRATING OUR MEMBERS
Congratulations to those who are celebrating milestone 

membership anniversaries: 

And welcome to our new members: 

Doug Hasbrouck
75 Years

Hugh and Libby Erwin
50 Years

Mary Zielasko
50 Years

1. John, Jessica, Bella, and Sloane Campi. 
2. Matthew, Kate, Olivia, Mallory Johnson, James and    
    Hayden Lipinski.
3. Karen Tolhurst
4. Jon, Karen, Ian, and Henry Peterson

5.  Paul, Ashley, Grady, and Ally Milligan
6.  Jacqueline Kaari
7.  Aaron, Maria, Mia, & Alaina Mills

Not Pictured: Debra Hinkson 
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The Seeds of Peace Project
We had a blast at the Seeds of Peace Project, our

2021 VBS. From June 21 through June 24, 72

children ranging in age from Kindergarteners to 6th

graders spent the week learning about world,

community and inner peace through games, crafts,

music, mission projects and more. 

With the help of 45 youth and adult volunteers, we

planted 2 peace gardens (in front of the church and

at Barlow Community Center), created a peace-filled

music video, and made 500 seed packets to help

spread peace in the community. 

Throughout the summer, some local businesses are

helping us spread peace by handing out our “Seeds

of Peace” sunflower packets, including Homegirl,

Metropolis Popcorn, Fair Trade on Main, Learned

Owl, and Jewelry Art. Keep a lookout this summer

around town to see sunflowers popping up reminding

all of us of the importance of peace.

2021 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL WOWS KIDS
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BAPTISMS 
Colton David Ford

Parents: Brian and Kimberly Ford 

Emilia J. Jones

Parents: Abigail and Adam Jones

Charles Wells Kinney

Maya Catherine Kinney

Parents: Colin and Suzanne Kinney

BIRTHS 
Madison Jean Marignoni, May 1. 

Parents: Natalie and Matt Marignoni
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DEATHS 
Ryan Suder, husband to Matthew Stickler,

on June 21.

News and Notes 

Sunday Worship - No Reservation Needed! 
In Person 

·8:30 Service: Outdoors in Courtyard 

·10 a.m. Service: Sanctuary 

Online

10 a.m. livestream available on

Facebook, YouTube, hudsonucc.org

and Hudson Community Cable, Channel

1021.

THIRTY-TWO YOUTH CONFIRMED 
Flexible, Adaptable, Amazing… These are just a few words

to describe this year’s confirmation class. Even though this

was a year like none other, our 34 confirmands and 34

mentors adapted, adjusted and helped to create a truly

unique year. Meetings occurred in-person and online, every

single month from September-April, with the joyous

affirmation of our confirmands on the first Sunday in May. 



47 Aurora St.
Hudson, Ohio 44236 

Wherever you are on your journey ... We will meet you there! 

Requested In Home Delivery: July 2-6

Final middle school D&D meeting of the year! 

Preschool graduation

Children's Center at Valley View preschool graduation

Moderator Transition

Blessing of the Pets

First Serve Book Drive


