Rooted in Love

Living a Faith Rooted in God’s Love

First Congregational Church of Hudson:
Living A Faith Rooted in God’s Love
Do and dare for Christ. David Hudson made this pledge in 1798 while living in Goshen,
Connecticut. A year later, that commitment would drive him to go West to the
Connecticut Western Reserve, so he could form a true Christian community and
church—a place firmly rooted in love—which came to fruition in the founding of the
Hudson Church in 1802 and what would become Hudson, Ohio.
Do and dare for Christ. To be rooted in love, a love driven by faith and lived out in
relationship. This is the foundation, history, and legacy of our Church community.
For nearly 220 years, the people of First Congregational Church of Hudson have time
and time again acted out of faith-filled care and concern toward neighbors near and
far, further rooting ourselves in the love of Christ and shining God’s Light far into the
world. Each generation has taken up the mantle of living faithfully in Christ’s name,
continuing that tradition of love.
In these pages, you’ll see the arc of our congregational history that bends toward
love, service, and justice—all through loving relationships. We hope this overview will
inspire and encourage you as we continue to live as God’s people today rooted in
that eternal, steadfast, holy love that sends us forth to do and dare for Christ each
and every day, for neighbor and stranger alike.

1800-1950
1800-1865: CHUrCH iS FoUNded ANd SooN
CoMMiTS To THe ABoliTioN oF SlAVerY

1802: Hudson Church formally founded (the
first church in Summit County and the second
in the Connecticut Western Reserve). The name
of the congregation later becomes First
Congregational Church of Hudson.
1826: David Hudson seeks to establish
the Yale of the west. Western Reserve
College is established to train ministers
in the westward expansion of the
United States, to live out God’s love in
action and spread the Gospel News.

1842: Church is united in opposition to slavery
yet splits over question of whether freed slaves
should be sent to Africa to form colonies or
whether they should be allowed to remain in the
United States. Those who favor colonization in
Africa are the majority. Eleven Church members,
led by Owen Brown, form the “Free Congregational
Church” for those who believe freed slaves
should remain in the U.S.

1850: Free Congregational
Church disbands, and
most members return to
Hudson Church. After
attempts to start African
colonies fail in the 1840s
and 50s, members of both
churches agree that the
only solution is to give
slaves their complete
freedom.

1835: Nearly three decades before the
start of the Civil War, people of the Church
unanimously commit to abolition,
declaring that slavery is “a direct violation
of the law of Almighty God.”

1837: The notorious John
Brown, who was raised
and formed in faith in the
Church, and son of
congregational leader
Owen Brown, dedicates
giving his life to end
slavery while attending a
prayer meeting held at
the Church. He makes the
statement “Here before
God, in the presence of
these witnesses, I
consecrate my life to the
destruction of slavery.”

David Hudson

UNderGroUNd rAilroAd
Hudson had nine stations on the
Underground Railroad, most of
which were operated by Church
members, including David Hudson,
Owen Brown and Lora Case.
John Brown

1870 – 1950: CHUrCH WoMeN driVe MiSSioN WorK & CHUrCH GroWS iN ViSioN
The women of the Church are on the forefront of a drive into the mission field and the care of all of
God’s children in every corner of the world. In the decades following the Civil War, they organize a
variety of groups to raise money for and participate in foreign and domestic mission work. Their work
lays the foundation for the next 150 years, as we have continued to reach out and be God’s love
through our mission, service, and outreach.

1880: Ladies Benevolent Society
created. In its first 22 years, this group
disburses over $2,000 (equivalent to
over $50,000 today) in charitable
work and aids in the development of
the social life of the Church.

1948: The Reverend John W. Walbridge becomes
minister. At that time, Church “facilities were used
by many Hudson organizations, an outreach that
represented the congregation’s belief in sharing.”
In his address at the end of his first year Rev.
Walbridge says, “My ideal of a church is beyond
anything we have yet approached; we need to
take further strides, do more benevolence, have
a wider vision.”

1872: Women’s Foreign
Missionary Society
organized.
1892: Young Ladies Aid
Society founded.
1873: Silver Star Circle organized to
inform young girls about missionary
work and get them involved in raising
money to support this work.

1925: Church hosts meetings for the National
Convention of Workers for the Blind. Helen
Keller and her teacher, Anne Sullivan Macy,
speak on June 25, 1925 in the Church
Sanctuary, which, according to reports, was
“taxed to its limits.”

AN eVolViNG CHUrCH
A full 43 years before the
19th Amendment was
enacted to give women the
right to vote, in 1877 Church
members vote to allow “the
sisters” to vote with “the
brethren” in the election of
Deacons. It marks the first
time that women are
allowed a voice in the
leadership of the Church.

1901: Women’s Foreign
Missionary Society,
Ladies Benevolent
Society and Young
Ladies Aid Society
merge to become the
Woman’s Association,
which sponsors
programs related to
foreign and home missions. In
1954 this group changes its
name to Women’s Fellowship.

Women’s Group, 1922

1950-2000
1960s & 1970s: CHUrCH eNGAGeS iN CiVil riGHTS MoVeMeNT & SoCieTAl CHANGeS
Christian Social Responsibility Committee (chaired by Bill Butler)
is very active during the 1960s.

Sunday School in mid 1900s

1974: Church commits to
working for youth and young
adults affected by drug and
alcohol addiction. This includes
the creation of “Hudson Cares,”
a program of action for the
entire community.

1950s: Church membership grows
as Village of Hudson grows.

1964: Church petitions for the passage
of the 1964 Civil Rights Bill.

YoUTH MiSSioN TripS BeGiN
In 1977 Senior High youth and adult
advisors travel to Back Bay Mission in
Biloxi, Mississippi, for a mission trip. This
gives birth to annual work and service
summer trips that have continued for
over 40 years, building relationships in
love. This includes the Appalachian
Service project (ASp), which has become
the primary summer service project for
our youth. The Church has continued to
partner with ASP, sending on average 100
youth and adult volunteers for nearly 30
years to Kentucky, West Virginia, Virginia,
and Tennessee. In 2017 the Church began
a summer service trip for middle school
students.

1964: Ten couples from the Church
participate in an all-day session of a
program called “Akron interracial
dialogues.” Participants in this program
visit the homes of Black families in Akron.
1965: Church petitions
for the passage of the
Fair Housing Bill.

ASP 2019

1980s & 1990s: CHUrCH AddreSSeS CHANGiNG NeedS
oF FAMilieS & NeW SoCiAl TopiCS
The Social Concerns Board and Adult Education Board sponsor numerous forums and
dialogues on a variety of social issues during the 1980s, including abortion, the conflict in Nicaragua,
right to die, the Middle East, and issues facing gay and lesbian people.
In the 1990s the Adult Education Board continues to host speakers and offer seminars and studies on a
range of topics including alcoholism, AIDS, marriage, economic justice, and racial and religious prejudice.

1976: Friends Class starts for nine developmentally disabled
members who live in the Hudson community. Several of the
first teachers have children with special needs. The goal of
the Friends Class is to provide an opportunity for a full
Christian life at each member’s level of understanding. The
name, Friend, is adopted because it indicates the desire to
build a relationship with class members, youth, teachers
and congregation.

1984: Church opens its
licensed day care center,
The Children’s Center.

1985: latchkey program starts
to provide after-school care
for children of working parents.
This later develops into the
childcare programming of The
Children’s Center, alongside its
preschool offerings.

1992: divorce support
groups start.

CHUrCH STArTS SHAriNG
WorSHip SerViCeS iN 1985
oN loCAl TV
In 1985 the Deacons begin videotaping
Sunday services for broadcast on
Hudson Cable TV.
As technology changes, the Church
expands its digital outreach. In 2016
the Church hires a Digital Church
Coordinator.
Today, our Sunday morning services
can be viewed on the Church’s
website, YouTube and Facebook,
and they continue to air on Hudson
Community TV.
The Children’s Center

2000 - PReSent
2001 – 2014: CHUrCH AdVoCATeS For peACe, loVe, UNderSTANdiNG

2001: Adult Education
Board hosts seminars on
the Islamic faith in wake
of 9/11 attacks. Over 150
people attend the first
session, which is led by a
Church member and his
father, a Muslim.

2005: Partners in Service,
through Mission Board, joins
the International Hospitality
Network (IHN) of the Akron
area in providing shelter and
hospitality in our Church
building to families in need
of temporary housing. IHN
later changes its name to
Family promise.

2012: First Serve, a day of
worship through service, is
held for the first time. In its
first years, the event mainly
serves the Hudson
community, then expands
to Cleveland and Akron in
subsequent years. Nearly
1000 people have
participated each year.
First Serve

2013: Church begins an ongoing partnership with
Findley Community learning Center, a K-5 Akron
Public School in which half of the student population
comes from refugee families. The partnership
seeks to fill the needs of an underserved school in
which most children live near the poverty level. The
Church provides volunteers and other resources.

2011: Church organizes and leads
“Let There Be Peace on Earth,” a
community service focused on
peace, love and unity, to
commemorate the 10th anniversary
of 9/11 attacks. Service is held on
Hudson Town Green. Over 300
people attend in the pouring rain.

Let There Be Peace on Earth Community Service, 9/11/2011

2015 – 2017: CHUrCH eMBedS iTSelF iN relATioNSHipS WiTH Wider CoMMUNiTY

2015: Mission Board leads with
other area UCC churches to
launch Students with a Goal
(SWAG) in the Summit Lake
neighborhood of Akron. SWAG
provides afterschool tutoring
and leadership development for
middle and high school students
of Summit Lake. Church members
provide tutoring support and the
evening meal.

SWAG Tutoring

2015: Cookies with a Cop. At the biennial
gathering of the United Church of Christ
denomination, at which Church staff and
volunteers took the lead in planning hospitality
for the gathering’s participants, leftover
cookies are distributed to the Cleveland
Police Department. Officers take boxes of
cookies with them on patrol to share with
people of the neighborhood and help to
foster relationship. The idea spreads to other
police departments across the United States.

First Serve

2016: First Serve evolves
into an interfaith day of
service when it partners
with Islamic Society of
Akron and Kent (ISAK)
and Temple Beth
Shalom of Hudson to
commemorate the 15th
anniversary of 9/11.

2017: In a conscious effort to
engage in meaningful and
long-term relationships with
people outside of Hudson, the
Church refocuses First Serve on
the Akron neighborhoods of
Summit Lake and North Hill.

WHereVer YoU Are…
In 2015-2017, Church Council, on behalf
of the congregation, works through a
strategic planning process with
an outside consultant. After a survey,
many listening sessions and leadership
retreats, the congregation
overwhelmingly affirms their core values
to guide our work in the coming years as:
l

Theological Diversity – Wherever you
are on your journey…you are welcome
here!

l

Love in Action – Wherever you are on
your journey…we care about you!

l

Every Person Matters – Wherever you
are on your journey…we will meet you
there!

2000 - PReSent
2018 – 2019: CHUrCH eMBedS iTSelF iN relATioNSHipS WiTH Wider CoMMUNiTY

2019: Church hosts the Live Well: Do
Good 5K and 1 Mile Run/Walk. Nearly
500 participants join the race that
raises over $5,600 for The Children’s
Center at Valley View preschool.

2019: Church invites other Hudson
and Akron area faith communities
to join in First Serve: Interfaith Day
of Service.

Live Well: Do Good Race

2018: Cradle to Career (Summit Education Initiative)
workshop at the Church spurs conversation about
establishing a preschool in the North Hill
neighborhood of Akron; this leads to a partnership
with Akron Metropolitan Housing Authority (AMHA)
and the creation of The Children’s Center at Valley
View preschool.

2018: Church joins with Temple Beth
Shalom and Christ Church Episcopal
of Hudson for a community-wide
Thanksgiving Service in response to
the deadly shooting at the Tree of
Life Congregation in Pittsburgh.
This interfaith Thanksgiving service
continues each year.

2019: Mission Board changes
name to outreach Board. The
new name better describes the
work of the board: to use Church
resources and volunteers to
reach beyond the doors of the
Church; to be the hands and feet
of Jesus in serving others.

oNGoiNG oUTreACH relATioNSHipS
The Church maintains relationships—providing
resources and volunteers—with a number of
Akron-area organizations, including: OPEN M,
Trinity UCC Clothing Closet, Gennesaret, North
Hill Community House, Family Promise, Good
Samaritans, and Habitat for Humanity. It also
supports Mobile Meals, Hudson Job Search,
and Hudson Community Service, all based in
Hudson.

2020: liViNG oUr FAiTH, rooTed iN loVe
January 2020: ISAK (Islamic Society of Akron and
Kent) invites the Church to join an interfaith
dialogue. The quarterly dialogue sessions
encourage people from different faith traditions
and/or different ethnicities to come to know
each other as brothers and sisters and begin to
break down any barriers that may exist.
February 2020: The Children’s Center at Valley
View opens in the North Hill neighborhood of
Akron as a satellite location of The Children’s
Center (Church’s preschool). As an outreach
effort of the Church, this preschool brings
subsidized, educational excellence to an area
lacking quality early childhood education.

March 2020: With the onset of the coronavirus
pandemic, the Church quickly moves to
broaden and enhance its ability to connect
with people.
l

Audio-visual technology and capabilities to
live stream worship are expanded.

l

Many Church activities move to online
meeting applications.

l

Several Church members volunteer to write
letters, make phone calls, and serve as
personal shoppers for people of the Church
homebound due to the pandemic.

Interfaith Dialogue

March 2020: Church Council continues the
work of the strategic plan and establishes
the Embracing All God’s Children working
group to further develop our core values
and welcoming words.

June 2020: In response to the death of
George Floyd by Minneapolis police and
subsequent protests that emerged
across the country, including Hudson, the
Church joins with Christ Church Episcopal
and Temple Beth Shalom to hold an
outdoor, socially distanced, masked
peace and Justice Vigil on the town
green. Over 200 people attend, including
Hudson Police Officers grateful to be
included in a broad community event
seeking peace, justice, and love.

Do and dare for Christ. Over 200 years later we continue to live into David Hudson’s
commitment. Indeed, we are called to be followers of Jesus, who embraces all
people, wherever they are on their journey. Though sometimes we stumble, we seek
to follow Jesus’ path and embody Jesus’ welcome, love, and acceptance for all.
For each person is a valued, loved child of God…and everyone is welcome.
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