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Dear

Friends,

Welcome to the inaugural edition of First
Light! I often think of the idea of light –
and what it means to us here at church.
The symbolism of light spans across
generations, cultures and religions – with
it representing truth, hope, goodness and
the remedy to living in the shadows.
The Bible refers to Jesus and God as
being “the light,” and how we need to
shine brightly as a reflection of God in the
world. Matthew 5:16 says “In the same
way, let your light shine before others, so
they can see the good things you do and
praise your Father in heaven.” That same
light “shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it” (John 1:5).
That’s why we have named this new
publication First Light. Our hope is that it
will show how we here at First
Congregational are reflections of the light
being cast into the shadowed corners of
the world. Whether that’s through
outreach events like First Serve,
volunteering for Family Promise,
celebrating holidays or putting a smile on
the face of a small child – these are the
moments that help illuminate the world
around us.

While sharing these stories is going to
be the primary focus of First Light, you’ll
also be able to find some of the other
information you’ve seen in your monthly
newsletters to date. First Light will
appear in your mailbox (or inbox) five
times a year.
In between magazines, please know you
can keep connected to us at church
through our weekly email (FCCH News),
Facebook postings, event listings on our
website, bulletin announcements,
ministry-specific communication, and
pulpit announcements. To ensure you are
receiving all communication, please
make sure all your contact information is
up to date with the church office. If you
have any questions or ideas for First
Light articles, please contact Emily
Lopick, Stewardship and Communication
Director, or me.
Peter Wiley
Senior Pastor

Make

Christmas

Worship with Us

Candlelight Christmas Eve Services
Tues. Dec. 24
3 p.m. - Children's Christmas Pageant
5 p.m. - Traditional Service
7 p.m. - Traditional Service
11 p.m. - Traditional Service with
Communion
Advent Services
Sun., Dec. 1
Sun., Dec. 8
Sun., Dec. 15
Sun. Dec. 22 (One service only at 10 a.m.group caroling after)
Longest Night Service
Thurs., Dec. 19, 7 p.m.
For those who are grieving or sad this
holiday.

Holy

This

Connect with Us

Year

Children's Ministries Advent Wreath Making and
Counting Down to Christmas Sun., Nov. 24, 2-4 p.m.
Children 3 years old to fifth grade are invited to come
celebrate the season.
Our Ladies in Fellowship Together Group (LIFT)
Christmas Luncheon Thurs., Dec. 5 at 11:30 a.m. at
Laurel Lake.
Live Nativity Sun., Dec. 8, noon - 5 p.m., Hudson
Clocktower Green.
Connections Ministry's Cookie Swap Thurs., Dec. 12 at
1 p.m. Bring seven dozen of your fave cookies and you will
take home a whole variety!
Baby Jesus Celebration Sun., Dec. 15, after the 9 and
10:30 services. Let's celebrate those who have been
Baby Jesus in any live nativity or play. Join us for this
special fellowship time. Submit your pictures as baby
Jesus and a current picture to JBarden@hudsonucc.org.

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT:
Nancy

Martinez

We talked to our Church Moderator and recently appointed Administrator and Lead Teacher of the second
location of The Children's Center in the Akron neighborhood of Valley View.

Wife. Mother. Teacher. Coach. Those are just a few of the many hats
church member Nancy Martinez wears. Recently, she added yet
another hat to her collection: Church Moderator.
“The Church Moderator is the chair of our church council and must
be present at any church-wide meeting," says Nancy. "The
Moderator serves as a neutral voice within council, listening and
presiding over their meetings.”
Nancy grew up in a congregational church in Southbury,
Connecticut. While she was studying at the University of
Connecticut, she met her husband, Jorge, who was attending the
nearby Coast Guard Academy. After graduation, the young couple
married and moved regularly (Massachusetts, Virginia and Florida),
always seeking UCC churches along the way. In 2007, they moved
to Hudson and joined First Congregational.
They have three children: Sam, a sophomore at Case Western Reserve University; Ben, a junior at
Hudson High School; and Sophia, in fifth grade at East Woods. Also included are two Boston Terriers,
Louis and Tank.
When Nancy isn’t cheering on her own children, you can find her rooting for the Hudson High School
field hockey team, where she’s a member of the coaching staff.

Nancy is the Administrator and Lead Teacher for the First
Congregational Church of Hudson-sponsored new preschool
located in the Akron Metropolitan Housing Authority’s Valley
View neighborhood, slated to open in January 2020.
“We’re ready to get the school up and running, and I’m proud
to be a part of the mission supporting early childhood
education.”
“Our church is always trying to go beyond our walls and reach out to other communities to build
relationships. We are a serving church. When we say, ‘wherever you are on your journey, you are
welcome here,’ we are always making progress to get there, and it isn’t easy in today’s world.” says
Nancy. “We have to discover new ways and ideas to do things. We can learn from challenges, and, in
my role, I feel surrounded by such support and great perspectives in our church family.”
Written by Missy Kisthardt

The

Stories

of

First

Serve

800 volunteers. More than 40 projects completed. Hundreds of more pictures and video are
available for viewing at www.joinfirstserve.org. Countless experiences from this day of
service held on Sept. 8, 2019.

"For First Serve, my family was
assigned 2 houses to help out
with landscaping. With this
event serving so many
residents in North Hill, I
couldn’t believe it when Delia
came out of one of the homes
to greet us. I’m a volunteer ESL
teacher in North Hill and Delia
was one of my students a few
years back. It was so fun to
catch up with her and work
alongside her family. It was
especially exciting for my girls,
who got to meet Delia’s
daughters and their bunnies!"
~Melanie Johnson

"Truly to have love and
kindness means to enter into a
relationship with people. To
find ways to learn the stories
of the other - the person you
do not know. Find ways to
honor divinity in that person,
and in every person
you encounter... We must
remember that everything is
created in the image of the
divine."
~ Rabbi Michael Ross

"A number of kids from the housing
units were curious and came over,
eventually helping to shovel mulch.
Two of the first to come were
Ibraham and Mohamad, grade 2 and
5. After awhile, they said their
mother wanted to invite us over for
a cup of coffee. Shannon Knapp and
I went over. We sat in their living
room while she brought us strong
Arabic coffee, sweets and golden
raisins. We were introduced to the
rest of the family. With the kids
translating, we learned that they are
Syrian refugees who have been here
three years. They have no car and
are limited in their ability to get
around - but they like it here. The
mother was so gracious and anxious
to share her hospitality."
~Rob Swedenborg

Did

you

know...

More than one hundred people worship with us every
Sunday without stepping foot into the actual church?

Beach Streaming

Hudson Grande

On Nov. 21, we will be
receiving the 2019 Hudson
Digital Equality Award
from the Hudson Area
Chamber of Commerce.
This award recognizes a
business or organization
that goes above and
beyond to offer their
products or services online
to all - In our case, we are
being recognized for
livestreaming our services
every Sunday.
Each Sunday, more than
100 people worship with us
via our livestreamed
services - available on
FacebookLive or at
www.firstconnect.org.

Laurel Lake
While some of our digital
audience are members who
are traveling, not feeling
well, or snowbirding in a
warmer climate, the
majority are part
of satellite worship
communities in local
nursing homes or senior
living establishments.
For example, every Sunday,
approximately 20 people
gather at Laurel Lake to
watch the live service on a
large screen. At the Hudson
Grande, more than 30
people worship with us in
the community room.

Live Christmas Eve
Services

"When I sold my car and
moved to an assisted living
facility, I was worried how I
would go to church," says
one of our digital
congregation members. "I
heard about livestreaming,
but I thought I would miss
worshipping with others.
But then, I found I can walk
down and join a group
every Sunday morning!
There's something special
about coming together in
worship - and despite not
being in a sanctuary, we
consider our space sacred.
Thankful for the FCCH
livestream - and for
meeting us where we are
when we are unable to get
to the physical church."

News

&

Notes

BIRTHS
Aaron James on Aug. 15 to Allison and Josh

Keller. Proud grandparents are Dave and Jan
Duffy. (Pic. 1)
Arlo Joseph on Oct. 14 to Taylor and Matt
Meehan. Proud great-grandmother is Jordis
Rung.
Peyton Olivia on Oct. 1 to Jeff and Kelly
Carlson. Proud grandparents are Larry and
Heather Carlson. (Pic. 2)
Eli Benjamin on Oct. 27 to Ben and Maggie
Miller. Proud grandparents are Brian and Julie
McCue, and Doug and Linda Miller. (Pic. 3)

BAPTISMS

Penelope Jane Baylor on Sept. 15. Parents:
Jason and Callie Baylor. (Pic. 4)
Cruz David Nowak on Sept. 22. Parents: Kyle
and Caitlin Nowak.
Lila Edith Thews Baldridge on Oct. 20.
Parents: Anthony Baldridge and Emily Thews.
(Pic. 5)

WEDDING

Katherine Philo and Patrick Carlotti married
on Sept. 14. (Pic. 6)
Taylor Martz and Eric Kuczek married on Oct.
26.

DEATHS

Ron Handy on Aug. 27, husband of Elly Handy
and father of Sue (Derry) Wimer.
Carolyn Wright on Aug. 27, mother of Brad
(Alisa) Wright.
Mary Lynn Reynolds on Sept. 5, wife of Barry
Reynolds, mother of Tom (Sheryl) and Jeff (Kate)
Reynolds.
Kevin Knox on Sept. 11, husband of Louise
Hendershott Knox.
Kenneth Gresko on Sept. 15. Father of Julie
(Jeff) Alexander.
Jane Hasler on Oct. 2, sister-in-law of Dick
(Arlene) Hasler.
Glenda Thurston on Oct. 7, sister of Diane
Herendeen.
Judy Jaffray's aunt (Madelyn Miller) and
brother-in-law (Karl Litwinik) in October.
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STAFF
UPDATES
Charlotte Beers Plank has been named

our new Associate Director of Music (in
addition to her current responsibilities as
organist.)
"FCCH is my church home, my work place,
and a school for my son. I am incredibly
grateful for all its given me and my family,"
says Charlotte. "Special thanks to Tom
Scott for being a great collegue and
allowing me to grow in this new position."
Chelsea Selvaggio returned as the lead
vocalist of our 11:59 service on Nov. 3.
She will also be forming a new high school
choir.

Charlotte Beers Plank

Chelsea Selvaggio

Have we missed any important moments in your life?
Please let us know! Email elopick@hudsonucc.org.

Wherever you are on your journey ... you are welcome here!

Pipe Screams

Trunk or Treat

Deaconess Luncheon

3rd Graders Received Bibles

Chair Yoga

Vegan Cooking Class

Pirate Day at
Water Sunday Camp Wednesday Art Museum Trip
Volunteers at Findley
Got ideas for future editions of First Light? Contact Emily Lopick, Director of Stewardship & Communication,
elopick@hudsonucc.org.
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