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Dear Friends,
Back three decades ago, the late Robert Meier wrote a little essay that went
like this: There’s an oft related tale, told in several ways. One version says
that once upon a time there were three stone masons at work, and each was
asked, “What are you doing?” The first replied, “I am cutting stone.” The
second answered, “I am earning a living.” The third said, “I am helping to
build a cathedral.”
There were three people, among billions of others, living on the face of the
planet called earth. And the earth on which they dwelt was in a constant state
of flux and spectacular change. There were wars and rumors of war; there was
inflation and an energy crisis; there were revolutions and demonstrations. . . It
was the best of times. It was the worst of times.

CONNECTING DURING
A PANDEMIC
LOVE THROUGH OUR
MUSIC MINISTRY

Three people living on the face of the earth were asked, “What are you doing?”
The first, with a tremor in his voice said, “I am living out my days in fear and
trembling.” The second, with furrowed brow, said, “I am earning a living,
raising my family, buying a house, making car payments, and trying to put a bit
aside for retirement.” The third, with a faraway look in his eyes replied, “I am
helping to build a new world.” (Journey on a Small Planet, Robert Meier, p.
6). (Continued on page 2.)

(Continued from cover.) We happen to be living in
the strangest of times. Still in the midst of a
pandemic, and yet there is hope for a better day.
There is a partisan political divide greater than in
any of our lifetimes. And there is a real
questioning over what is and is not faithful in the
way we live together.
In a moment in the time such as the one we are
living, it is right to ask, “What are you doing?”
Some may say, “I’m just trying not to be overcome
with anxiety while muddling through each day with
the hope that we will finally get to better days.”
Others may say, “I’m doing my best to provide for
those I love." And still others may say, "I am living
my part of God’s love embodied in the world that
helps all people be able to live in dignity.”
In every time, there is a choice about how we go
about our living. The faithful way, of course, is to
live into God’s reality. And for me, that faithful
way is all about touching lives in God’s love . . .
which is exactly what I have seen so many of you
doing over the last year, even in the midst of
(maybe especially) the pandemic.
In the following pages you will hear just a few
stories lifting up people of this church embodying
God’s love in the world, which is the best way to
stand on the right and faithful side of history.
Sometimes we’ll fall short. Sometimes way short.
And that’s okay. That’s part of being human and
living with the stresses and strains of every day.
And yet . . . part of being a person of faith is being
given the permission to get up each new day and
start fresh, trying once again. I hope you are as
inspired by the stories found within as I am . . .
and that together we can be among those who are
building that new world.
As always,
Peter
2021 Sunrise Easter Service at Hudson Springs Park
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Sunday Worship Changes Starting May 9
In Person + New Hours
We are looking forward to adding in-person, in the sanctuary worship to our Sunday mornings, starting May 9! As
with so much in our lives today, the experience will be a bit different (masks, social distancing, etc.), so please be
sure to read more details as follows. And . . . we’re shifting our worship hours for the summer to beat the heat of
the sun in our parking lot. Even with these adjustments, we are excited to start seeing more and more of you inperson, as you feel comfortable doing so. Of course, we continue to offer our worship service online so you can
worship wherever you are, whenever you want.

New Summer Worship Hours -

Sanctuary Worship Details
Please register in advance. We will not be able to

Starting May 9

accommodate walk-ins, unfortunately.

8:30 a.m. – church parking lot (please park offsite):

Please register at hudsonucc.org. Our online

bring your own chair; please wear a mask and

registration system will open every Monday at 9:30

social distance

a.m. for the upcoming Sunday. You can also call
the main office at this time.

10 a.m. – livestream: hudsonucc.org, YouTube,

Enter ONLY via the doors from the back parking

Facebook, and Hudson Community TV (Spectrum

lot. Exit at the end of the service via the sanctuary

channel 1021)

doors. The elevator will be available for those who
need to enter and exit with such assistance.

10 a.m. – in the sanctuary: reservation information

Face masks covering nose and mouth are required

follows

at all times. Please social distance from those not
in your family.
All worship leaders are fully vaccinated and will

Sanctuary Worship Reservations

mask when not speaking. Our music staff will

To maintain appropriate physical distance,

remain masked while singing.

reservations are required and seating is limited.

We have installed five needlepoint bipolar

Please register at hudsonucc.org. Our online

ionization units (known as NPBI) throughout the

registration system will open every Monday at

building (NPBI has also been installed at Kent

9:30 a.m. for the upcoming Sunday. You can

State University, Mayo Clinic, and The White

also call the main office at this time.

House). This technology purifies indoor air by
eliminating airborne particulates, odors and
pathogens, including Covid-19.
We will have the windows open for more air
circulation.
We ask you to worship mostly with the voice of
your hearts. While you’ll be invited to join in unison
prayers if you would like, we ask you to refrain
from singing.
No fellowship time will be offered indoors after
worship. You’re welcome to greet one another after
you have exited the building. Please remain
masked and maintain social distancing.
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Diving into Difficult Topics…During
a Pandemic…Over Zoom
BY ERIKA FEDERMANN, LOVE UNLIMITED CO-FACILITATOR, MODERATOR ELECT

Wow! Who knew that Love Unlimited would make such

Love Not Like

an impact?! Over 300 people met weekly for five weeks
to look at difficult topics through the lens of faith, making

We are not called to LIKE each other, we are called
to LOVE each other like God does.

Love Unlimited one of the largest and best attended
Lenten studies the church has done.

Of all the ideas shared during Love Unlimited, this one
really resonated with my small group. We agreed that it's
much easier to dismiss those we don't like or understand
as "other" instead of doing the work to remain curious,
listen to their stories and make an attempt to understand
their points of view.

Feedback has been overwhelmingly positive, with
countless people saying this was one of the most
impactful and helpful study series in 25 years. Many said
this program helped them feel even more connected to
the church and to the church’s history of engaging with

When the church worked with an outside strategic

difficult topics, starting with abolition back in the mid

planning consultant a few years ago, this idea resonated

1800s. Some commented that Love Unlimited was a

most with the people of the congregation. But what does

meaningful new chapter in the church’s story.

it really mean, to “meet people where they are?” What
does scripture call us to do?

Such response has been amazing—especially since
we’re in the midst of an ongoing pandemic and Zoom

Each week of Love Unlimited featured video interviews

fatigue is real. It’s been an exhausting, difficult and

with guest speakers who shared their candid personal

isolating year.

experiences of being Jewish or Muslim, Black or Cuban,
or a member of the LGBTQA+ community. Each

Offering a virtual Lenten study featuring small group

interview was followed by reflections from Peter,

conversations about thought-provoking, challenging

Jeanette and Steve, who provided a framework for the

topics wasn’t the most obvious or easiest choice.

small group discussions.

Thanks to Zoom, participants were able to connect and

The stories shared by our guest speakers were moving.

join the discussion not just from within the Hudson area

Powerful. Thought provoking. And they led to lively,

but from locations across the country including Florida,

engaging and sometimes challenging conversations

Texas and Kansas, to name a few.

within our small groups.

For five weeks, small groups took a deeper, thoughtful

While the Love Unlimited study has ended, it sparked

look at what it means to be God’s people who seek to
love all as God loves all. Participants were challenged to
reflect on what it means to live fully into the idea of
wherever you are on your journey, we’ll meet you there.

conversations, curiosity and a commitment to further
study that our church will continue as we try and embody
Jesus’ welcome, love and acceptance for all.

Love Unlimited Creates Lasting Impact:
This Is “My” Church!

One group included a participant who joined in from her home in Kansas. She has been attending virtual
services each week for several years (even pre-Covid!) after being connected through a friend. For most of
the Lenten study, this participant referred to the church as “your” church. However, during the last session
she caught herself referring to “our” church. It was a pivotal moment as she realized that she could claim
First Congregational Church as “her” church too, despite being miles away!
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Outreach Update
"Before joining the Outreach Board, I did not realize that our church gives 15% of pledged dollars to organizations. I
knew many of our members volunteered at many of these organizations, but FCCH has also made a financial
commitment to making a difference in our community and our world.” Laura Jones, FCCH Outreach Board Chair.
Our church’s Outreach efforts support our community, region and the world through various projects, volunteer
efforts and your financial support given through your annual pledge. First Congregational Church of Hudson is
making our world a better place for many in our communities. We are excited to provide the following updates to you
on how we have continued to expand our efforts despite the pandemic!

Children's Center at Valley View
The Children’s Center at Valley View recently celebrated
its one-year anniversary! Nancy Martinez, Director and
Lead Teacher, welcomed eleven preschoolers in February
2020. Within five weeks, its doors were shut due to the
pandemic; however, the preschool reopened in September
with six students and has remained open. In a recent
meeting, Nancy emphasized how important this school is
for her students. The students thrive on one-on-one
interaction by playing games, reading books and doing
puzzles. Looking to Fall 2021, Nancy anticipates a full
roster of students and adding a Tuesday/Thursday 3-yearold class. That would keep the classroom full five days a
week!

Trinity Clothing Ministry
Trinity UCC, based in the North Hill neighborhood of
Akron, provides clothing for children and adults in need,
including shoes, household items – all donated by
Trinity members and others, including FCCH.
On Saturday, February 13th, FCCH members delivered
children’s clothing to our church, which was then
transported to Trinity for distribution. Thanks to so
many of you, we collected three carloads of clothes!
Special thanks to our collectors and drivers: Sandy
Miller, Allen Park and Kris Stoehr.
Trinity Clothing Room supplies children’s clothing to
Akron's Findley CLC clothing room, and now, to the
newly created Harris-Jackson CLC (Akron) clothing
room. This was done in partnership with First Serve. If
you would like more information about helping Trinity,
please contact Sandy Miller: sandyxd91@gmail.com.
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Outreach Update
Family Promise
Family Promise of Summit County helps homeless
families with children stay together and achieve
independence. At its new Akron facility, the Glendora
House, Family Promise provides comfortable shelter,
meals, vouchers, and essential supplies to families as
they search for employment and housing. The house's
ten units are being occupied by families now, with 39
individual family members being served.
There are so many positives happening for homeless
families thanks to Family Promise and FCCH. Led by
Beth Sosinski, FCCH volunteers have painted and
prepped several of the family apartments. Beth and her
volunteers have also prepared welcome baskets.
Additionally, we continue to support Family Promise in
the COVID-era through donations of breakfast items to
each family hosted. If you would like to donate, please
email Beth at bethsosinski@gmail.com.

Volunteer Spotlight: Beth Sosinski
Beth Sosinski has served as the FCCH’s Family Promise Volunteer
Coordinator since 2018. In 2021, Beth has connected volunteers with
ways to support Family Promise’s Glendora House. In Beth’s words: “I
am so grateful FCCH is actively involved with Family Promise. I truly
believe we all have the obligation to lift up others. My parents raised us
with the mantra of 'actions speak louder than words.'”
Colossians 3:12 - Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly
loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness
and patience.

Findley CLC Food Pick Up
Students at Findley CLC in Akron Public Schools
continued to attend school virtually for most of the year,
thereby missing out on much needed breakfasts and
lunches provided by the school district. In February,
FCCH volunteers distributed 100 food bags to Findley
students picking up their school breakfast and lunch.
Food was provided by Good Samaritan Hunger Center
and packed at their facility with help from Kim Kessler,
Dallas Korff, Dana Noffsinger, Karen Farkas and Jane
Penny.
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Outreach Update
Thanks to your annual giving, FCCH financially supports the following
organizations:
Akron Canton Regional Food Bank, Appalachia Service Project (ASP), CARE for AIDS (Africa), Children’s Center at
Valley View, Family Promise, Findley Community Learning Center, First Serve, Gennesaret, Good Samaritan Hunger
Center, Habitat for Humanity, Healing Arts Ministry (Haiti), Hudson Community Service Association, Hudson
Community Resource Coordinator, Hudson Job Search, Mobile Meals, North Hill Community House, OPEN M,
Students with a Goal (SWAG), and Trinity Clothing Room.

Upcoming Opportunities
Family Promise Host Week donations: Contact Beth Sosinski (bethsosinski@gmail.com)
Gennesaret Soup Kitchen: Contact Jeff Wells (jeffreylwells@gmail.com)
Hudson Community Service Food Pantry: Contact Joan Sauer (sauerjoan1@gmail.com)
First Serve 2021: Saturday, September 11

First Serve 2021 - Saturday, September 11, 2021
2021 marks the tenth year of First Serve and the twentieth anniversary of September 11, 2001. As a way to
acknowledge both events, First Serve will be held on SATURDAY, September 11, 2021. Projects will be located in
North Hill and coordinated with our long-time community partners. Plans are underway for the day of service as well
as some summer projects. Please visit www.joinfirstserve.org for more details.
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First Serve: Continuing A Year of Service
This year, the pandemic brought many changes to the traditional First Serve by expanding the program from a day of
service to year-round opportunities serving the North Hill community of Akron. This past winter, First Serve partnered
with Hudson PTO, Hudson City Schools, and three Akron Public Schools - North High, Findley CLC and HarrisJackson CLC.

North High School Teacher Grant Program
First Serve developed a Teacher Grant Program to
support classroom initiatives at North High School.
Funding for these grants came from the generous
offerings collected during the church’s Christmas Eve
service. First Serve provided funding to nine high school
teachers who submitted requests for materials to enhance
the learning experience for their students. Highlights of
some of these grants include:
Incentives for special needs students - teachers asked
for gift cards to local eateries as a way to encourage
students to establish and achieve goals.
Each year, NHS holds its annual Cultural Fair,
celebrating the diversity of the student body. Grant
monies were used to purchase stage lighting, reusable
banners and decorations.
Science students will now have the opportunity to use
one of the one hundred wireless “mice” for 3-D
modeling using their school-issued laptops.

Right to Read Week
Partnering with Hudson PTO, First Serve introduced the
Hudson City School’s annual Right to Read program to
Findley CLC and Harris-Jackson CLC. Hudson PTO
created a virtual Right to Read week that included four
Zoom sessions with well-known children’s authors and
students from both school districts. Due to the generosity
of many in our church and the Hudson community, over
1,200 books were purchased. Every Findley and HarrisJackson student received an autographed copy of one of
the nine featured books. After learning about this
collaboration, a Hudson teacher reached out to her
neighbor, a Findley teacher, to design a curriculum that
would bring individual students from the two school
districts together through virtual visits and projects. It is
the hope that more teachers from the two districts will join
in this project next fall, further connecting these two
communities of students in an effort to form relationships.
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Children's Ministries
The Seeds of Peace Project,
June 21-24, 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
(Dinner included)
All rising kindergartners through outgoing fifth
graders are invited to take part in the Seeds of
Peace Project! We will explore world, community,
and inner peace through service projects, crafts,
games, music and even planting our own peace
garden.
Visit hudsonucc.org/vbs for more information and
registration.

Renewing Sunday School
Sunday School returned in April at the 9 and
10:30 timeframes with the theme of "Renewing
Sunday School!" The children composted,
planted seeds for a pizza garden, used recycled
materials to make fun crafts, played games and
more as they were walked through the parable of
the sower.
The fun continues into May, with Sunday School
changing times to 8:30 and 10 a.m. with the new
summer worship schedule starting May 9.
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Loving One Another through Music Ministry
The Wednesday following Easter this year is one
that the Music Team will truly never forget. At
seven that evening, members of the choir family
began arriving early for our first in-person
rehearsal in over a year (and the first since Jon
Peterson came on board as our Director of Music
Ministries). While the handshakes and hugs that
would have been common in the pre-COVID world
were still absent, the absolute euphoria, joy and
love in each person’s eyes was enough to brighten
even the gloomiest of days. And to hear all of their
voices united in song together . . . an absolute
glimpse of heaven on earth.
Love has characterized the work of Music
Ministries throughout the pandemic. It is what
motivated any number of choir members to step
significantly outside of their comfort zones week
after week to record virtual anthems at home so
that online worship for our congregation remained
vital, faithful and relevant. It is what has motivated
our bell choir and the youth in revoice to persevere
in music-making at a distance with masks, despite
the logistical and musical challenges it has
presented. It is what has motivated our music staff
to distribute music to homes during times of
quarantine, to write new instrumental parts that
allowed youth to participate on instruments with
which they are most comfortable and to produce a
fully online children’s pageant on Christmas Eve.
Love is what has finally brought us back together
and encourages us to welcome all who have a voice
to share in God’s gift of music-making in community.
The new ways that we have learned to love one
another while apart make the sweetness of being
back together all the more rich. We hope you will
join us, regardless of your experience. Wherever
you are on your journey, you are truly welcome to
sing and play here! For information on how to get
involved, please contact Jon Peterson, Music
Ministries Director, at jpeterson@hudsonucc.org.
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News and Notes
BIRTHS

BAPTISMS

Carter Kent Wimer, April 3. Parents: Andrew and

Riley Allison Suder-Stickler

Jillian Wimer. Big sister, Landry, is pictured below

Parents: Ryan Suder and Matthew Stickler

with Carter.
Lillian Hockstra
Parents: Steven and Jennifer Hockstra
Nicholas Robertson
Parents: Gregory and (the late) Emily Robertson
Jack Sutton
Conor Scott Sutton
Parents: Michael and Emily Sutton
Emma Dowling
Parents: Timothy and Stephanie Dowling
Julia Ellenor Meese

DEATHS

Hannah Faith Meese

Michael Davidson Baker, husband to Sue Baker,

Parents: Thad and D. Beth Meese

on Feb. 4
Conner Buterbaugh
Laszlo Bojtos, father to Barbara Johnson, on Feb.

Parents: Shawn and Breanne Buterbaugh

23
Lauren Jane Seymour
Vicki Nolfi, wife to Greg Nolfi, on Feb. 23

Parents: Shane Seymour and Wendy Grugle

Randolph Bucey, husband to Ann Bucey, on Feb.
27

SAVE THE DATE: JUNE 6

James Everett Buxton, husband to Judy Buxton,

Congregational Meeting

on March 4

Please plan to join us for our annual

Richard Albert Hasler, husband to Arlene Hasler,
on March 15
Alan W. Peterson, husband to Audrey Peterson,
on March 15
Marlys Anderson, on April 12

Congregational Meeting on Sunday, June 6 at
11:30 a.m. via a Zoom webinar. The link will be
sent out closer to the date.
During the annual meeting, a church update is
provided and church leadership is elected. We
hope you'll take part!
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An Easter to Remember!

