
I often miss it, but my eyes need to be opened . . . how about you?
 

I was nervous. I was going behind prison bars. It was my first visit as a prison
chaplain. I went through three sets of gates, flashing my badge to get through each
one. I was on my way to see what I was sure would be a truly scary man, an
unsuccessful murderer. That’s who I thought I was going to find. 

But that’s not who I found. He was a kid. Not scary, but a scared seventeen-year-
old. His hands were shaking and his eyes constantly scanning the room as if he
thought somebody was going to sneak up on him. The kid’s voice trembled with every
word he spoke. As we talked, he told me he’d shot a classmate. That didn’t sound
good. But then I found out half his neighborhood was in the same jail. I asked him
what happened, and he told me he’d been bullied at school and been threatened. So
many of the other kids had guns, so in his fear he got one, too. Finding the gun, he
said, was easy. The next time he was being bullied, a couple of kids had him cornered
in an alley and he pulled out the gun and didn’t even know he’d pulled the trigger
until he saw one of his pursuers fall to the ground and grab his bleeding leg. The next
thing he knew he had a five-year sentence in county prison.  

After talking for the better part of an hour, I realized he really wasn’t mean or violent
at all . . . if anything he was meek, timid and understandably paranoid. That’s when it
hit me, he wasn’t any different than so many of the boys I grew up with in a town
much like Hudson, except that he lived in a violent neighborhood with lots of guns.
The kids I grew up with might get into a fist fight when there was a disagreement. In
his neighborhood, disputes quickly turned into gun fights. 
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Saraza 
is a 2021 National Honor
Society graduate of
North High School and
will be attending Stark
State this fall to study
health care. Saraza and
her family relocated to
Akron from the
Democratic Republic of
the Congo two years
ago. 

Meet the First
Serve Interns

Jeremiah 
will be a sophomore at
Hudson HS. He is a Life
Scout and a member of
the HHS boy’s track
team.

Tania 
will be a senior at
North HS. She is a
member of the
National Honor Society
and the girl’s soccer
team. Tania and her
family came from
Mexico when she was
three months old.

Julia 
will be a senior at
Hudson HS. She is a
member of the National
Honors Society, the
marching band and the
girl’s rugby team.
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In an ever splintering society where those we don’t know and are
different are easy to vilify and see as problematic, when more often
than not, they are so much more like us than we ever imagined.
That’s the story Rory Stewart tells in his book, The Places In
Between. In the book, Stewart tells about the walk he took across
Afghanistan in the winter of 2002 . . . an outrageously daring (and
most would say foolhardy) trek to make alone in the midst of a war
against the Taliban and in a culture perceived to be a hostile people.
But, Stewart said, the people I encountered along the way:

 fed me, protected me, housed me. They weren’t all saints, although some
were. A number of them were greedy, idle, stupid, hypocritical, insensitive,
ignorant and cruel. Some of them had robbed or killed others . . . But never
in my twenty-one months of travel did they attempt to kidnap or kill me. I
represented a culture that many of them hated . . . (and yet) in more than

five hundred villages, I was indulged, fed, nursed, and protected by people
poorer, sicker, and more vulnerable than me.   

In other words, Stewart shares that they were a lot like us in our
shared humanity.  But the only way to see it is by getting to know
those we too often see as other. 

Getting to know those we often see as “other” . . . that’s the
heartbeat of what First Serve is all about.  Though the world is more
interconnected than ever before, it is also easier than ever to
become isolated and fearful of those who are not the same as us.
That’s why one of God’s central callings to us is to come to know one
another’s common humanity across any cultural divides. The Gospel
has Jesus forever finding commonality among those his friends saw
as other and problematic . . . because that’s the way God sees all
people – period.

I know I need First Serve. I need First Serve because it gives me
meaningful opportunities to work side by side with people I would
otherwise likely never know. I need First Serve because it helps me
begin to form relationships with them and come to know each
person in the fullness of each as a child of God.

In the following pages you will learn about the many opportunities
to be a part of in First Serve 2021.  I hope you will be with us on First
Serve this year on Saturday, September 11, the 20th anniversary of
9/11. I hope you will be with us as we seek to share love in the North
Hill Community of Akron. I hope you will be with us because we
need you to help bring God’s hope into a world that so often gets
caught up in fear and, yes, hopelessness. I hope you will be with us,
as I am convinced that you and I come out as better people when
we get to know and share with people we might otherwise only see
at a distance and come to find that they and we together are
beloved children of God.   

May you and yours be blessed in the waning days of summer . . .
and may our eyes be opened more fully to see all of God’s children
in their humanity just as they are.

Peter Wiley, Senior Pastor
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You're Invited to Celebrate and Support First Serve
THURSDAY, AUGUST 19TH FROM 6:00 PM TO 8:00 PM

@ THE TRAILHEAD AT CASCADE LOFTS
21 WEST NORTH STREET, AKRON, OHIO 44304 

Join us in celebrating 10 years of building
relationships and help support First Serve for years
to come. This celebration will thank our community
partners, sponsors, volunteers, and supporters and
provide an opportunity to learn about current and
future plans for First Serve. Each $100 ticket includes
admission and will support one First Serve Volunteer. 

Please join us for appetizers and drinks. In addition,
each guest will receive a First Serve thank you gift
bag. Dress is casual attire. 

Amount Giving Level impact

$100 Sponsor Support 1 Volunteer

$500 Partner Support 5 Volunteers

$1,000 Leader Support 10 Volunteers

$5,000 Champion Support 50 Volunteers

$10,000 Ambassador Support 100 Volunteers

If you are unable to attend but would like to
support First Serve, please text "FCCH" to 73256 
and follow the directions or mail checks to FCCH,

47 Aurora Street, Hudson, Ohio 44236
or visit joinfirstserve.org/give

 

We are committed to the success of North High
School students.

We are building relationships and making a
difference by working together for our
community.

We are striving to raise $100,000 to support 1,000
First Serve volunteers.

Established 10 years ago, First Serve has annually
brought together hundreds of people from different
backgrounds to volunteer side-by-side to build
relationships in the greater Akron community.

  TEN  Y
EA

RS
  O

F  BUILDING  RELATIONSHIPS

10FIRST SERVE

RSVP @ joinfirstserve.org by August 10th - Space is Limited



2021 ANNUAL DAY OF SERVICE
Be a part of the 10th Annual Day of Service by

volunteering for one of many projects on Saturday,

September 11th. Breaking from tradition, First Serve

has moved to a Saturday to coincide with the 20th

Anniversary of 9/11. Our morning will start with a

brief outdoor sending service—Rise up in Faith, Hope

& Love—as we remember 9/11 and ground ourselves

for our communal work in the community. 

As we continue to build relationships with the

students and staff at North High School, this year’s

projects will be focused on updating and refreshing

classrooms, hallways, and restrooms in the school and

areas outside. Sign ups will include painting rooms,

washing windows, writing notes of support to

teachers, painting outdoor designs, building wood

structures, framing photos, cleaning display cases

and much more. We will even have an opportunity for

children to chalk the sidewalks surrounding NH and

create a peace garden for the school.

Building relationships is the primary focus of First

Serve and what better way to meet people than by

working on a project, sharing lunch or playing a

game. This year, many projects will be done within a

few hours, leaving time for people to join or cheer on

the badminton tournament, play frisbee and

participate in a soccer skills course.

Projects will also be located at some of our partner

locations: Akron Co-op Farms, Patterson Park and

Elizabeth Park.

This year, the First Serve Dove is honoring the anniversary of 9/11 by

transforming it into shades of blue, depicting the artwork of Spencer Finch’s

installation, Trying to Remember the Color of the Sky on That September

Morning. This piece of art hangs in the 9/11 Memorial & Museum in NYC.

The dove will be printed on the back of this year’s t-shirt.

Coffee and Breakfast Treats

Pick up T-shirts

Music

Pick Up Project Information

Volunteers Go to Project Locations

Soccer Skills Course for Kids on NHS Front Lawn

Continue Projects

Badminton Tournament

Pick-Up Soccer Game

Volunteer Sign Up Information:
Registration Opens August 1st.

Go to joinfirstserve.org to register and for more

information. Volunteers can sign up for a location

and a job. At NHS many of the same projects will be

located in different areas of the school. Small teams

will be assigned to specific areas following the

Akron Public Schools Covid 19 guidelines.

 
Schedule of Events
8:00 AM – Gather at North High School         

 Athletic Field

8:29 AM – Sending Service and Moment of Silence

for 9/11 

9:00 AM 

12:00 Noon - Lunch on Front Lawn of North High

School - Provided by First Serve

1:00 PM

3:00 PM - End of First Serve 2021

Thank You to Our Sponsors:

Registration Begins August 1st at joinfirstserve.org



38% Asian or Pacific Islander 

36% Black 

14% White 

8% Hispanic 

4% Multiracial 

North High School is the most diverse high school in Ohio

with students representing over 20 countries. Languages

spoken at North include English, Nepali, Spanish, Farsi,

Karen, Burmese, Swahili, and many more. The

demographics of North are approximately the following: 

North High School was originally located at what is now

Jennings Middle School. In 1931, the present North High

School was built on Gorge Boulevard. The new building

housed 10th-, 11th- and 12th-grade students and officially

became North High School. In 1955, a major addition

including an auditorium, cafeteria and gymnasium was

completed. Then in 1970, a vocational wing was added;

and, in September 1972, North High School became a

four-year high school once again. During the fall of 2017-

2018 school year, NHS became the first of the Akron

Public Schools to model college and career academies,

adding many updates to the building. 

NORTH HIGH SCHOOL

Kim Sabetta has served as campus principal

at North High School for four years and has

been an Akron Public School employee for

24 years. Mrs. Sabetta is a 1991 graduate of

North High School. She earned both a

bachelor's degree in special education and

her educational leadership licensure from

the University of Akron. Mrs. Sabetta

received a master's degree in special

education from Kent State University. 

Mrs. Sabetta demonstrates a strong

commitment to academic success for all

students at North High School. She has led

the implementation of North's college and

career academies which enhance the skills

necessary to excel in college, career,

military, and life. Mrs. Sabetta builds

positive relationships with students, staff,

and all community members. 

MEET 
KIM SABETTA,
PRINCIPAL, NHS

There will be at least three areas specifically in need of refreshing at North HS. We will need several teams to

transform the Teacher’s Lounge, the Music Department’s choir and band rooms and the playground area for

the preschool program. Over the summer, First Serve Interns and volunteers are prepping these areas which

will be transformed on September 11th. Be sure you are a part of it!

SEE WHAT’S POSSIBLE -  UPCOMING PROJECTS AT NHS

Band Room Teacher's Lounge Preschool Playground

Registration Begins August 1st at joinfirstserve.org



FCCH Happenings
Don't miss these upcoming Sundays! 

September 5
Build a Float, 

Get a Float
 

After each service, come and
help us build our church

float for the Hudson Labor Day
Parade. After your hard work,

enjoy a root beer float.  
 

August 22
Backpack 
Sunday 

 

Students of all ages and adults
who work in education are invited
to bring their bags or back packs
for a blessing in honor of the start

of a new school year. 

September 12
First Serve & Sept.11

Remembrance
 

We will recognize the hard work
and collaboration of First Serve
2021 and remember those who
lost their lives on September 11.

 

September 19
Stepping into Hope

 

Join us for special services as we celebrate the milestones
we've missed recognizing and move towards the hope of the

future together. 
 
  

Call for Photos: Your Milestones! 
 

During the services, we will be featuring photos of milestones
that occurred in the midst of the pandemic. This could be

anything from a graduation, wedding, birth, sports
accomplishment - anything you would like to celebrate. Please

send your photos to churchoffice@hudsonucc.org to be
included. If sending from your cell phone, please choose the

"Actual" file size option when sending.    
 

Sunday Worship - No Reservation Needed! 
In Person 

·8:30 Service: Outdoors in Courtyard 

·10 a.m. Service: Sanctuary 

Online

10 a.m. livestream available on

Facebook, YouTube, hudsonucc.org and

Hudson Community Cable, Channel 1021.
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Summer Fun 

Children's Ministries Summer Intern, Anna, 
was a great sport and let kids throw a pie in

her face! 

Wacky Sports Week

Vacation Bible School 2021
Sunday School

Women on Wednesday - meeting virtually and
 in person at the same time! 

Wacky Sports Week

Have you seen the new
Peace Garden in front 

of the church? 

Centering Prayer

Supporting Family Promise of Summit County

A group for parents of teens. First meeting
Aug. 15. Info: kathleenmleigh@gmail.com.



Image is a section of, “Trying To Remember the Color of the Sky on That September Morning,” 
by Spencer Finch, located at the National September 11 Memorial Museum in New York

 

47 Aurora St.
Hudson, Ohio 44236 

SAVE  THE  DATE

10th Annual Day of Service

S A T U R D A Y  S E P T E M B E R  1 1 ,  2 0 2 1
R E G I S T R A T I O N  B E G I N S  A U G U S T  1 S T


