
Lesson 8 – Stewardship 
As Christian stewards we must realize that in Christ "we live and move and have our being" (Acts 
17:28).  Everything we are, everything we have, and everything we do should be used for God.  
 

And He died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for Him who 
died for them and was raised again. – 2 Corinthians 5:15 

 According to the verse, once we are saved, who do we live for? Who did you used to live for? 

 What are some ways we can live for God and not ourselves? 
 

What is a STEWARD? 
A steward is a man who manages or takes care of another’s property. As a Christian, everything we 
have belongs to God and should be used for Him.  Look at what the Bible says about a steward: 
 

"Moreover, it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful." - 1 Corinthians 4:2 

 As Christians, we no longer live for ourselves but for God.  Everything we are and do should be to 
honor Him and serve others. 
 

Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you 
have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor 

God with your bodies. – 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 

 According to this verse, what are our bodies? (Circle the phrase) 

 Who lives within us now that we are saved? 

 At what price were we bought?  

 Now that we have been bought, what should we do with our bodies? 
 
Every believer should say, “I am the Lord’s! I belong to Him. He is my Lord, my Master and my 
Owner! I am His and He is mine!"  As a steward, you are to be a good manager of your money, 
possessions, body, talents, time and God’s truth. 
 

A Steward of Money and Possessions 
Since God possesses us, everything that we possess is really His too. My possessions are really His 
possessions. Every believer should be able to pray this prayer: "Lord, all that I possess is Yours. Help 
me to take good care of these things and use them in the right way." 
 
One of our possessions is MONEY. No matter how much money we make, we are to give God the 
first part of our income.  In good times and bad, God always gets the first part.  This is called the 
TITHE – the first 10%.  This should be done through the local church.    
 

Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap 
generously. Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.    
- 2 Corinthians 9:6-7 

 Underline the phrase that indicates where you first decide to give. 

 What two words tell us how not to give?  Circle them. 

 What kind of giver does God love? 
 
Read Malachi 3:8-10 

 How does this verse say we rob God? 



 Where are we to bring our tithes? (This is the local church) 

 What is the promise from God if we do this?  

 Are you giving at least a tithe – the first 10% - to the Lord?   

 Anything above the tithe is considered an offering.  Do you give an offering to the Lord? 

       

A Steward of My Body 
I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know 

that full well. - Psalm 139:14 

 According to this verse, what two words describe how you were made? 

 God’s works are _____________.   

 Do you see yourself as a wonderful creation of God?  Do you know that full well? 

 In what ways should we glorify God with our bodies? 

 Read Psalm 8:4-6.  Name the things God has done for us and describe how He views us. 
 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 

 – Romans 12:1 

 How should we offer our bodies to God? 

 What does it mean by “in view of God’s mercy”? 

 This is true and proper ___________.   

 Is what you are doing with your body honoring God? 
 

A Steward of Talents 
God has given you special talents and abilities.  We should use these for the Lord.    
 

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards 
of God’s grace in its various forms. -1 Peter 4:10 

 What are we to use our gifts for? Underline the phrase. 

 When we do this, we become faithful _____________.   

 What talents do you have that you should be using for God? 
 

A Steward of Time 
Every day God gives us a precious gift of 24 hours – 1,440 minutes – 86,400 seconds. These 
seconds tick by only once, and then they are gone forever. Time is a precious possession. 
 

Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every 
opportunity, because the days are evil.  – Ephesians 5:15-16 

 According to this verse, how should we live? 

 What should we do with the opportunities that come our way? 

 What is wasting your time? 

 How can you be a better a steward of the time God has given you? 

 
A Steward of Truth 
God has given me the Bible. God has given me His Word. God has given me His truth (John 17:17).  
 

 What am I doing with God’s truth?  

 Am I being a faithful steward of God’s truth (1 Corinthians 4:2)?  

 Do I believe the truth? Am I obeying the truth? Do I love the truth? Am I walking in the truth?  



Daily Application 
 
Use the daily application section below to further your understanding of today’s discipleship lesson. 
 

Day 1 
 
Christ is our model of giving.  John 3:16 tells us that “God so loved the world that he gave…” and 
Ephesians 5:25 reminds us that “Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her…”  
 
The New Testament also uses the gospel as a practical guide for our giving in passages like 1 John 
3:16‐17 which moves from the fact that “Jesus Christ laid down his life for us…” to the duty we have 
“... to lay down our lives for our brothers…” and then describes what this actually means in terms of 
sacrificial generosity. “If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no 
pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?”  
 
The main point is a Gospel-driven, Christ-centered life that generously gives themselves away using 
their time, talents, and treasures.   
 

 God so loved the world that he gave.  Do you love the world like Christ did enough to give like 
He gave – sacrificially and unconditionally? 

 Are you using your time, talents, and treasures to build the local church? 

 How can you practically give yourself away to the Kingdom today?  What can you do right 
now? 

 

Day 2 
Another Biblical perspective of generosity is helping the poor.   
Read Deuteronomy 10:18-19. 

 Who does God defend in these verses? 

 What does He do for them? 

 What does He tell us to do?  What reason does He give? 
 
Read Isaiah 1:13-17. 
These verses go one step further.  It tells us that God does not even desire our gifts if we fail to share 
His heart for the poor.   

 What does God list as worthless if we do not take care of the poor? 

 Who does He list as “the poor”? v.17 

 What are some ways you can help these people?  Remember, always try and funnel these 
acts of kindness and generosity right through the local church (i.e. Life Group, ministries).  

 Read Luke 4:14-19.  Here, Jesus announced that he was “to preach good news to the poor”.  
We must always remember that generous acts must always be accompanied with the Gospel 
message.  

 
 We must care about what God cares about. 

If we are not in sync with biblical generosity, we will give gifts that God cannot use or does not 
care about.   

 
Read Matthew 23:23 and Micah 6:6-8 

Jesus told the Pharisees that they tithed mint, dill and cumin but neglected the weightier 
matters of the law:  justice, mercy, and faithfulness.  Micah echoes this.   



 
We must get in sync with God’s demand for justice and mercy.  God agent for carrying out the 
Gospel and discipleship is the people that make up the local church.  We should not give our 
time, talent, and treasure without purpose.  Our generosity stems out of our love for the Father 
and what He loves. 
 

Day 3 
 
We must apply the greatest commandments to our generosity. 
 
While we get our hearts in sync with God, we must actually incorporate it into our everyday 
lives.   
 
Read Matthew 22:34-40 

 What are the two greatest commandments? 

 What hinges on these two commands? 

 Does this include your giving of your time, talents, and treasure? 

 Ask yourself, “do I consider the needs of others as important as my own?”  “Am I giving 
in such a way to make this happen through the local church?” 
 

 We must imitate Jesus’ example of generosity on the cross. 
 
Remember this principle:  “The Gospel shapes giving and giving shapes the Gospel”.  God 
gives what He demands from us – a life poured out in sacrificial giving to others. 
 
Read Mark 8:34-36 

 What must a disciple do? 

 What should you “lose your life” for? (two things) 

 What is the difference between gaining the whole world and gaining Christ? 
   

In the New Testament Jesus’ death is repeatedly described as an act of self‐emptying love 
which Christians are explicitly called to imitate, not only with their lives in general (Ephesians 

5:1‐2), but with the use of their money and possessions in particular (Luke 14:33; 2 Corinthians 
8:9, 1 John 3:16‐18). 
 
Read these verses and reflect on how you can be a generous and sacrificial giver of your time, 
talent, and treasure to build God’s local church and Kingdom. 


