
Week 3 – Water Baptism 
In the Great Commission Jesus commanded His disciples to, 

“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit.  Teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am 
with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20) 

  Circle the three things that Jesus told His disciples to do. 
  What is Jesus’ promise to us as we do these three things? 

What is Water Baptism? 

Water baptism is a symbolic burial but also real evidence by which the new Christian publicly 
declares they have died to sin and darkness and are now beginning a new life in Christ. It is a witness 
of Jesus being Master of your life. 

Some characteristics of Christian Baptism are: 

  Baptize means “immerse”- to place something into something else. John needed “much water” 
to baptize in (Matthew 3:13-16 and in Mark 1:9-10). 

  Immersion is the only pattern we see in scripture.   
  It always follows salvation.  Infant baptism or “sprinkling” is never mentioned in scripture. 
  It is a statement of faith: my old life is behind me -- I am a new person, with a new life.  
  It does not save you.  It does not help you work towards a good standing with God.  
  It is a testimony to what has happened inwardly - a clear commitment to turn from the old life.  
  While it is part of joining a local church, Baptism means you are joining the universal body of 

Christ – a community of believers.  You are saying at this point, “I want to be wholeheartedly 
part of a local body of believers.” 

Baptism Is A Sign Of Repentance 

Water baptism outwardly demonstrates what has happened inwardly. Water baptism helps you to 
grasp the reality of the spiritual truth that the old "you" has died.  Baptism is a sign of repentance.  
Repentance means change - so drastic that the old person is "buried".  

Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His 
death? We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.      

– Romans 6:3-4 

  Who are we baptized into?  
  Why are we baptized into His death? 
  The verse says “we were buried with Him through baptism.”  What part of us was buried? 

Water baptism is about death -- your death. ("Death" is the end of something.) Water baptism is your 
public declaration of your death. It is a public confession of faith: I have died to my old life and my old 
ways. It is also your public declaration of your new life in Christ.  By being baptized in water you are 



saying that you have died to sin, selfishness, and the world's ways. Water baptism is a public burial of 
the old life.  

In the book of Acts, water baptism always seemed to be done without delay (Acts 2:41; 8:12, 36-37; 
10:43-47; 16:33).   Although burial can take place at any time, the best time is immediately after death 
has been confirmed.  

Is Baptism Necessary For Salvation? 

He then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” They replied, 
“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.” Then they spoke 

the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. At that hour of the night the 
jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his household were 

baptized. – Acts 16:30-33 

  What did they tell the Philippian jailer he must do to be saved? 
  Did they tell him he had to be baptized to be saved? 
  When did he get baptized? 
  Does baptism forgive us from sin?  Read 1 John 1:7. 

A Clean Break With The Past 

As we are baptized in water, we are in effect saying goodbye to our old life (self), and saying hello to 
a new creation who is IN Christ Jesus. It is a cutting away from the old life – a circumcision of the 
heart (Colossians 2:11-12).  Because of death you are free from your old master the devil; now you 
have a new Master, the Lord Jesus Christ.  When tempted, the believer can reply, "That person is 
dead and buried. I am a new person in Christ."  Water baptism is a point of separation, dividing the 
old from the new. It says the past is dead and gone -- drawing a clear line between the old life and the 
new, graphically imprinted on the mind of the believer.  

Jesus' Baptism (Mark 1:4-12) 

Open your Bible and read Mark 1:4-12. 

  Was Jesus sinless? (2 Corinthians 5:21; Hebrews 4:15; 1 Peter 2:22) 
  How important was Jesus’ model of baptism for us?   
  Mark 1:11 says God was well pleased with Jesus.  Do you think our baptism pleases God?  

Why? 
  Being baptized is also saying, “If Jesus did it, I want to do it also!” 

Have you been Biblically Baptized? 

Have you taken this first step in your walk with the Lord? Have you been obedient to the word of God 
concerning this matter of believer's baptism? In Acts 2:41 we read, "Then they that GLADLY received 
his word were baptized..."  

 



Daily Application 
Use the daily application section below to further your understanding of today’s discipleship lesson. 

Day 1 

"Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” MATTHEW 28:19 

“Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” ACTS 2:38 

Because it illustrates the central message of the Gospel, water baptism should be a tool for teaching 
and evangelism. Water baptism should help people understand the spiritual truths being proclaimed.  

Water baptism is a picture of: 

  The Gospel: the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ.  
  Our witness to the world of our relationship with the crucified and risen Christ.  
  How our old life is gone, and we are now joined with Jesus.  
  The person being immersed is indeed a Christian believer.  

So, all who baptize should question converts, just as Philip did in Acts 8:37, to be sure of their 
commitment to Christ, before immersing them in water. Only those who accept the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ should be baptized in water. 

 

Day 2 
 
Must You Be Baptized To Be Saved? 

In Luke 23:39-43, we have the record of one of the criminals crucified with Jesus acknowledging Him 
as Lord.  

And Jesus said to him, "Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise."            
- LUKE 23:43 

Jesus told the criminal he would be with Him in Paradise, even though he was not baptized in water.  

Also, in Acts 10:44-48, Cornelius' household became believers, received the Holy Spirit, and began 
speaking in tongues, before being baptized in water.  

According to Jesus (John 7:38-39, Mark 16:17), receiving the Holy Spirit happens only to those who 
are believers, and therefore saved.  

So, we must conclude that these believers were born again, and ready for Heaven, before they were 
baptized in water.  



Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, 
through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit.  - TITUS 3:5 

  According to this verse, what saves us? 
  What washes us? 

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of 
God,  

not of works, lest anyone should boast.  - EPHESIANS 2:8-9 NKJ 

If water baptism was necessary for salvation, then salvation would partly be by works, and not by 
grace.  

DAY 3 

For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not with wisdom of words, lest 
the cross of Christ should be made of no effect. - 1 CORINTHIANS 1:17 

The apostle Paul, who received the Gospel direct from the risen Lord Jesus, said he was not sent to 
baptize. If water baptism was necessary for salvation, that would not make any sense.  

"He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be 
condemned.” - MARK 16:16 

What about Mark 16:16? Obviously, if water baptism was required for salvation, that requirement 
would be made clear throughout the entire New Testament, but it is not. Mark 16:16 could mean, 
"believes to the point of publicly confessing, by the act of water immersion." Or, it could mean, 
"believes and is placed in Christ."  

We should also note that the passage in question does not say, "He who believes and was baptized 
will be saved." Only a present tense baptism guarantees a person's salvation. That is to say: those 
who are IN CHRIST now, are saved.  

Salvation cannot be dependent on physical surroundings -- such as water being present for baptism -
- there are too many situations where water baptism would be impossible. The thief on the cross was 
not baptized and Jesus said he would be with him in paradise (Luke 23:43). 

Those who make this error do so because the word baptize was not translated and understood. 
Therefore, they think every mention in Scripture of the word baptize refers to water -- which is not 
true.  

Baptism in water is not necessary for salvation, but is beneficial for the believer. Water baptism 
provides a good foundation, if understood correctly.  


