
Lesson 12 - Evangelism 
 
“The greatest threat to Christianity is Christians trying to sneak into heaven without ever sharing their 
faith.” 
 
One of the great privileges we have as God’s children is the authority and privilege to invite others to 
be reconciled with God! There is no greater decision people can make than trusting Jesus 
Christ as their personal Savior and Lord.  
 
Sharing our faith, or witnessing, is one of the most important factors in growing as a Christian. It 
keeps our faith fresh and exciting as we watch others being transformed by a miracle from God! But 
we need to remember the following to be effective witnesses for Christ: 
 

1. Be Available: Yield your life to God. God uses Available Servants. 
2. Be Prayerful: Ask God to lead you to people to share with. Pray that God will make them 
open to His Word! 
3. Be Filled with the Spirit: Only God can bring others to Himself. Our part is simply to be 
filled with His Holy Spirit and allow Him to share His love with others through us! 

 

What is Evangelism? 
To evangelize means to proclaim the Good News of the gospel of Christ. The Gospel is the message 
that Jesus died on the cross and rose again to forgive us from our sins so that we can have eternal 
life in heaven and freedom and purpose on this earth.  Jesus, in giving the Great Commission to the 
eleven disciples, says: 
 

"Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things I have commanded 

you." - Matthew 28:19-20 (Also Mark 16:15) 

 What are we to go and make?  Are we to make converts? 

 Where are we to make disciples?  Where does that begin and mainly take place? 

 How are we to make disciples? (circle these two things) 
 

Because someone loved us enough to teach us the truth, shouldn't we do as much for someone 
else?  What if you were unsaved and doomed to Hell, wouldn't you want someone to teach you the 
saving gospel of Christ? 
 

The Urgency Of The Gospel 
If people have not heard and learned the gospel they cannot obey it.  In 1 Peter 4:17 the question is 
asked, "What shall be the end of those who do not obey the gospel?"  The answer is given in 2 
Thessalonians 1:8 which says when the Lord comes He will come "In flaming fire taking vengeance 
on those who do not know God and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ."  We should 
not want to see anyone lost but as Paul says in 2 Corinthians 5:11, "Knowing the terror of the Lord 
we persuade men."  People are going to be lost forever if we don't teach them now! 

 Do you ask yourself the question in 1 Peter 4:17 about every person you meet? 

 Does the reality of 1 Thessalonians 1:8 motivate you to witness to those who are not saved? 

 Do you live by 2 Corinthians 5:11? 

 Do you know how to effectively and clearly “persuade men” to give their lives to Christ? 

 Knowing the terror of the Lord, are you compelled to persuade men? (Read 2 Corinthians 
5:14-15) 



 
The Lord doesn't want anyone to be lost.  We read in 2 Peter 3:9, "The Lord...is longsuffering toward 
us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance."  They can only come to 
repentance when they know what to do.  We also read in 1 Timothy 2:4 about God, "Who will have 
all men to be saved, and to come to a knowledge of the truth."  Because of what the Lord has done 
for us, we have the obligation to teach others so they can come to a knowledge of the truth and be 
saved.  Paul says in 1 Corinthians 9:16, "Woe is to me if I preach not the gospel."  How are we 
going to answer the Lord if we haven't bothered to tell the good news to others? 

 Who does the Lord want to perish? 

 What does He want them to do instead? 

 How many people does the Lord desire to be saved? 

 Do you live by 1 Corinthians 9:16? 
 

God Desires Us To Share The Gospel 
Our Lord, in teaching His disciples, tells them in John 4:35, "Do you say there are still four months 
then comes the harvest?  Behold I say to you, lift up your eyes and look on the fields for they are 
white already to harvest."  Our Lord was speaking of the spiritual harvest of souls who would be lost 
in eternity if they are not harvested.  There is an urgency to teach the lost for Jesus says in Matthew 
9:37-38, "The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few.  Therefore pray the Lord of the 
harvest to send out laborers into His harvest."  We must work in the Lord's harvest because if we 
don't then those we could have taught will be lost and we don't want that to happen. 

 John 4:35 tells us the harvest is ready.  Who do you know that needs Christ? 

 Are your eyes “lifted up” to see those who need Jesus or are you ignoring the need to witness? 

 How plentiful is the harvest around you?   

 Are you one of the laborers ready to be sent into the harvest field to witness? 
 

In the first century the Good News of the Gospel caused such great excitement that "And daily in the 
temple and from house to house they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus" (Acts 5:42).  We need 
to be as excited today.  And even when they were being heavily persecuted, some even to death, we 
read in Acts 8:4, "Therefore those who were scattered abroad went everywhere preaching the 
word."  What should stop us today?  We are not being persecuted.  We have many more 
advantages.  We have the automobile, the airplane, the telephone, the Internet, and the printed 
page.  We are without excuse. 

 Are you daily preaching and teaching to someone about Christ? 

 Do you go everywhere preaching the Word?  
 

Teaching the lost is the work the Lord has commanded each of us to do.  Successful evangelism is 
accomplished one person at a time.  Evangelism is not only to be done in distant lands, but we must 
also teach those near us, our next door neighbors.   This is where we live so it should be our biggest 
concern.  God will be with us as we teach His word to the lost.  We will be successful because we 
read in Philippians 4:13, "I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me."  When we do what 
the Lord says to do we will not fail. 
 
When we teach the lost we cause all of Heaven to rejoice.  Jesus tells us that there is rejoicing in the 
presence of the angels of God when one sinner repents (Luke 15:7, 10).  The joy of teaching one the 
gospel and seeing them obey it is beyond description.   

 Do you need the strength and boldness of the Lord to witness? 

 Do you rejoice when you hear about someone being saved? 
 
 
 



Share Christ With Your Testimony 
We may not know much about the Bible or Theology, but all of us are experts in our own lives. 
Although people may not be interested in hearing what we have done for God, they are interested in 
hearing what God has done for us! Our testimony is the story of what Christ has done in our lives! 
Use the following outline to prepare your testimony. 
 
1. Your Life Before Christ: Share specifically about an area of your life in which Christ changed 
you. Resist the temptation to dwell on how bad you were. 
 
2. How You Came to Know Christ: Explain clearly how you heard about Christ, and how you made 
the decision to trust in Him for forgiveness. This will help the person you are sharing with hear a clear 
presentation of how to know Christ in your Testimony! 
 
3. Your Life After Receiving Christ: Share how Christ changed you in the area of your life 
mentioned above.  This should be the main focus, not how bad you used to be. 
 
Remember this verse as you work on your personal testimony: 
 

“But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with 

gentleness and respect.”- 1 Peter 3:15 

 Where do we make Christ Lord? 

 When should we give an answer for the hope within us? 

 Can we “wing it” and witness to people?  We should be _____________.   

 How do we give an answer for the hope within us? (two words – circle them) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Daily Application 

Use the daily application section below to further your understanding of today’s discipleship lesson. 
 

DAY 1 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 9:19-22 

 What does Paul make himself to all men? 

 Why does he do this? 

 In verse 22, what is his reasoning for finding common ground with others? 

 Do you look for ways to find common ground with all people so you can share the Gospel with 
them? 

 
Read Proverbs 11:30 

 Are you wise? 

 Are you winning souls? 
 
Jesus is our example in evangelism. Write down your observations from each of the Scripture 
passages. 

1.  His disciples saw Him model evangelism as He spent time with them. 
John 4 
Luke 7:37-50 
Luke 19:1-10 

 
2.  He sent His disciples to follow His example. 

Mark 16:15 
Acts 1:8 

 
 

DAY 2 
Tips on Evangelism 
 

1.  Remember, you are not a salesman or a defense attorney.  You are a witness that shares with 
others what God has done for you. 

2. Remember, when you feel inadequate or spiritually unqualified, those feeling are not coming 
from God but from Satan, the accuser of believers (Revelation 12:10).   

a. Remember it is not about you – it is about what God wants to do for them. 
b. The issue is not your spirituality, but their spiritual need. 
c. Read Luke 12:11-12 to gain confidence in what you will say. 

3.  Remember that people do not have to “clean up” before giving their lives to Jesus.  He does 
the cleaning.  Coming to Jesus is like taking a shower.  You don’t clean your body to take a 
shower.  You take a shower to clean your body.  You do not clean up your life before Christ, 
He cleans it after salvation. 

 
All disciples must be involved in evangelism. Read and memorize Matthew 28:18-20. 
 
Jesus’ command to “…teach them all I have commanded you…” involves evangelism. 
 

1. Without evangelism, discipleship is not occurring. At best, you have a Bible study. 
2. An integral part of growing to maturity is learning to share the good news. 



3. Truth is more often caught than taught. 
 
1 Peter 3:15 says that we should be ready to talk about the foundation of our faith. To 
grow in our faith, we need to express it often. To do so means that we have: 
 
Jesus and His disciples are our primary examples. 

1.  He called ordinary people, like fisherman. Matthew 4:18-22 
2. He sent them out to preach as part of their training (Matthew 10:1ff).  
3. Read Mark 3:14 and Mark 1:17. Write down what you observe Jesus calling His disciples 

to be or do: 

 
DAY 3 
Read these scriptures and write down your observations about evangelism. 
 

Acts 2:42-47 
Acts 4:32-35 
Acts 11:19-21 
Acts 17:16-34 

 
 
People in general are apprehensive about doing evangelism. They need to be motivated. 
 

1.  Teach them the biblical basis for evangelism. 
2.  Demonstrate a heart for evangelism by your life Matthew 9:35-38. 

 
In Matthew 9:35-38, we find an example of the Lord Jesus Christ. He discipled while He 
evangelized. He didn’t see discipleship and witnessing as separate activities, but trained 
His men and communicated the burden of His heart within the context of evangelism. As 
with Jesus, evangelism begins with a heart of compassion. The spirit of initiative 
evangelism is caught not taught. 
 
It is important that as a discipler, one develops the mental habit of always looking for 
opportunities to share his faith whether he is alone or with others. As one trusts God to 
develop the habit of evangelism in one's life, those whom they are discipling will pick it up. 
As disciples observe the sharing of one's faith both in and out of a ministry context, the 
importance of evangelism will be communicated and taught far more effectively than it would in a 
classroom.   
 
Remember: 

1.  Evangelism is not an end in itself. It is a means of discipleship. 
2.  Discipling in groups is a result of evangelism, and results in more evangelism. 

 
Answer these questions: 

1.  Why is evangelism important in the discipleship process? 
2.  Give biblical examples of using evangelism as a part of discipleship. 
3. How would you motivate your disciples to evangelize as a part of the discipleship process? 

 
 
 



The Gospel Presentation Using The Bridge Diagram 
(not to be gone over in one-on-one time but a tool for future use) 

You should use scripture when you present the gospel. You can choose which scriptures to use and 
how you want to explain them, but your presentation must cover the main points [in bold below]. Don’t 
change the message: They need to know they are sinners with no hope of avoiding Hell except that 
God offers salvation through Christ’s death on the cross, which they can accept by faith.    

Below is a simple, memorable, and effective way to communicate the Gospel.  Practice this by writing 
it on a napkin from a restaurant or a piece of paper. 

 
 
[Introduction: God wants to be intimate with us] In the beginning of the 
Bible, it talks about God acting like a father to the people he created. God 
desires for us to be intimate with him.  

 

 
 
[Bad News: we are sinners] Sadly, we are separated from God because he 
is perfectly pure and holy while we are tainted with sin. Romans 3:23 says, 
“For all have sinned; all fall short of God's glorious standard.” Would you 
agree that in some way you have fallen short of perfection, that you have 
done something wrong at some point in your life?  

 

 

 

[Bad News: we cannot fix this problem] To some degree most people are 
aware of this separation from God, either sensing God is distant, feeling an 
emptiness, or feeling guilt about their sin, and so we try to reconcile with God 
– to bridge this gap – by going to church, giving to charity, and doing nice 
things for others. Unfortunately, these things fall short, none of these things 
we try accomplishes reconciliation with God. Proverbs 14:12 says, “There is a 
path before each person that seems right, but it ends in death.” This is both 
spiritual death – the separation from God that we have talked about – and 
physical death. The problem is that while the things we do might be good, 
they can never make us pure again, and so they can never reconcile us with 
God. The Bible states this conclusively in Romans 3:20, which says, “For no 
one can ever be made right in God's sight by doing what his law commands. 
For the more we know God's law, the clearer it becomes that we aren't 
obeying it.” Do you understand you cannot make yourself pure enough to be 
intimate with God?  

 

 



 

[Bad News: the penalty for sin is death] Romans 6:23 begins, “For the 
wages of sin is death...” Because of our sin, we have spiritual death – 
separation from God – and physical death, and if we end this life still 
separated from God then we are destined to spend eternity separated from 
God, what the Bible calls Hell. That’s the bad news.  

 

 

[Good News: Jesus died for us] The “Good News” is that God was willing to 
do for us what we could not do for ourselves: he built a bridge back to himself. 
Romans 6:23 says, “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 
eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord.” Jesus was both man and God, 
God here on earth. He was the promised Messiah or Christ from the Old 
Testament of the Bible. He came to sacrificially die for us, to pay the price for 
our sin. Jesus lived a holy human life – which only he could do because he 
was also God – making him a worthy sacrifice for mankind, and he was 
capable of making this sacrifice, of taking on the penalty of our sin, because 
he was God. Romans 5:8 says, “But God showed his great love for us by 
sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.”  

 

 [Good News: Jesus was resurrected] A couple of days after Jesus’ death 
on the cross, he was resurrected from the dead – at which time he appeared 
to hundreds of people – to prove his identity as the Son of God, to prove the 
acceptance of his sacrifice, and to prove his conquering of death and sin. 1 
Corinthians 15:3-6 says, “I passed on to you what was most important and 
what had also been passed on to me – that Christ died for our sins, just as the 
Scriptures said. He was buried, and he was raised from the dead on the third 
day, as the Scriptures said. He was seen by Peter and then by the twelve 
apostles. After that, he was seen by more than five hundred of his followers at 
one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died by now.”  

 

 [Good News: we can be saved through faith] Based on Jesus’ sacrifice, God offers us forgiveness of our sins, 
he offers to attribute to us the righteousness of Christ, and thus he offers to reconcile us to him, and saves us from 
eternal death. We accept this gift of grace – we cross the bridge – simply by believing this to be true. Romans 10:9-
10 says, “For if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from 
the dead, you will be saved. For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and it is by 
confessing with your mouth that you are saved.” Now, the question is, are you ready to cross the bridge? Do you 
believe Jesus was who he said he was: the Son of God? Do you believe that he accomplished what he said he 
would: paid the price for your sins in his death and rose from the grave, all so that you could have forgiveness, 
reconciliation with God, and eternal life?  
 
[Good News: this is a gift] Ephesians 2:8-9 says, “God saved you by his special favor when you believed. And you 
can't take credit for this; it is a gift from God. Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of 
us can boast about it.” Do you trust in God to save you through his gift of grace alone, not putting any trust in 
anything you can do, such as pray, attend church, get baptized, take communion, or do good deeds?  

 

[Conclusion: prayer] This is great cause to celebrate! Your acceptance of God’s grace in faith brings you into 
God’s kingdom! You are now a citizen of Heaven, a child of God, declared righteous before him! Your name is 
written in the book of life, the Holy Spirit has sealed your salvation and come to live inside you! You have eternal life 
right now! We will celebrate, but first, let’s pray about this right now. Just repeat after me: “Dear God, I know I need 
your forgiveness because I have been a sinner. I repent of my sins and desire to follow You and Your ways.  I 
believe that Christ was the Son of God and that he died for me and then arose again. I trust Christ alone to be my  
Savior and Lord.  Thank you for the forgiveness and everlasting life I now have. Amen.” 
 


