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THE HEALING POWER OF

PRESENCE

BY REV. JESSICA VAUGHAN LOWER

"As human beings, our job in life is to help people realize how rare and valuable
each one of us really is, that each of us has something that no one else has—or ever
will have—something inside that is unique to all time. It's our job to encourage
each other to discover that uniqueness and to provide ways of developing its
expression."
- Fred Rogers
Early on in my ministry, I sat in a worship committee meeting where the main topic of
discussion was the Passing of the Peace. Apparently, the Passing of the Peace was too
rowdy and took too long. One of the members of the committee lamented about how
the passing of the peace is a theological exchange, not a social one: the goal is to
extend a hand and share a simple phrase of peace, not to “run around the sanctuary
hugging everyone.” Another member countered, noting that saying a phrase about
peace was not as meaningful as acting out peace: “running around the sanctuary
hugging everyone“ demonstrated peace in a way that formalized phrases could not.
The conversation circled several times as each member of the committee shared their
opinion. Finally, there was only one person left to speak—a man who had lost his wife
several years prior, who now lived alone, with adult children living in other parts of the
country. He sort of shrugged his shoulders before looking down at the floor and saying,
“Well, the only time anyone hugs me, or touches me at all during the week, is at the
Passing of the Peace.” As his face burned red with vulnerability, the rest of the
committee sat quiet. They ended the meeting by agreeing to keep the tradition of
“running around the sanctuary hugging everyone,” even though it was too rowdy and
took too long.
It can be easy for us to forget how significant each individual is in a community of faith.
We can be pretty good at the ‘big moments,’ showing up for people who are getting
married or grieving a loved one. But it can be easy for us to underestimate the power of
our personal presence in the smaller moments—having a casual conversation with
someone new over a donut, catching eyes with an acquaintance in the sanctuary and
sharing a wave, chuckling with our seat neighbor when the preacher trips over her
words. It’s not just the big moments that convey our value, worth, and uniqueness—it is
also these little moments of sharing daily life together, of experiencing the same place
at the same time, of recognizing that your and my unique presence might be exactly
what someone needs in their day to be alerted to their value and worth on this planet.
As we continue to have more and more opportunities to meet together in person in
worship, in small groups and classes, and at events, I urge you to remember how
special you are, and how much you are valued in this community of faith. You are the
one who has the words someone needs to hear each Sunday. You are the one who has
insight that no one else can offer. You are the person who sees the person who needs
the hug and who can offer healing. We, as a staff and leadership, remain grateful for
each of you, and hope that you will continue to share your unique presence with the
people here who love you, as well as with those whom nobody loves.

Reverend Jessica Vaughan Lower
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Jesus is the Answer

Special Community-Wide Event
featuring author
Dr. Martin B. Copenhaver
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Saturday, November 6, 2021
7:00 P.M. | Sanctuary | San Marino Community Church
Invite your friends & family to this special evening featuring author & former President of
Andover Newton Theological School, Dr. Martin B. Copenhaver, along with host Rev.
Jessica Vaughan Lower, Harlan Redmond (Organizing Pastor, Interwoven, A New
Worshipping Community), Dr. Charlene Jin Lee (Professor, University of Redlands,
Graduate School of Theology), and Rev. Dr. Tom Tewell (SMCC Preacher-in-Residence).
A book signing & reception will immediately follow in the Courtyard.

THIS EVENT IS FREE, BUT REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED AT

WWW.TINYURL.COM/SMCCJESUSISTHEQUESTION.

WORSHIP UPDATES
Guest Preacher: Rev. Dr. Martin B. Copenhaver | November 7 | Sunday Services
Following the "Jesus is the Question" Community Event on Saturday, November 6, Rev. Dr.
Martin B. Copenhaver will return to both Sunday morning services as our guest preacher.
Second Sundays: Evening Service | November 14 | 5:00 - 7:00 P.M. | Fellowship Hall
On the second Sunday of each month, we gather in Fellowship Hall to share a meal,
conversation, and worship together as we take intentional time to build deeper
community. There are opportunities available for all ages! Join us Sunday, November 14
for our next gathering.
Service Of Remembrance | Sunday, November 21 | 4:00 – 4:45 P.M.
As the holiday season quickly approaches, we are reminded of the blessings and love of
our families. For many, this season can be a painful reminder of those who are no longer
with us. Please join us for a Service of Remembrance, which includes a special time to
read aloud the names of those who joined the Kingdom Eternal. For more details on how
to participate, please contact church office 626/282-4181 or SMCC@smccpby.com.
All is Calm, All is Bright: First Sunday of Advent | November 28
Join us November 28 as we kick off the First Sunday of Advent in our 9:00 A.M.
and 10:00 A.M. worship services.
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRIES
Throughout the month of October, our children continued to
learn about how the questions of Jesus invite us to know Him
better, know ourselves better, and participate in God’s
kingdom. Each Sunday, we pulled a question from the pocket
of our decorated door and explored it with discussion and
activities. As we finish up this series in November, we hope to
encourage our children to not only consider Jesus’ questions
but also to ask their own questions.
Our Third Grade Bible Breakfast brought families together to
share old and new Bibles alike, with Susan Sabo and Barbara
Miller kicking off the event by sharing their own beloved
Bibles. Each third grader received an inscribed Bible. Please
pray that our third graders have life-long discovery of the
Bible’s deep power in their lives.
American Girls and Tree Climbers, our after-school
elementary small groups, are in full swing! Using the
questions of Jesus as our inspiration, we have explored topics
like identity, gratitude, and homelessness.
As October came to a close, we held a Find the Light! Scavenger
Hunt in which second - fifth graders used their Bibles to find
clues and seek items throughout the church! On October 30,
the community enjoyed a safe and festive evening, when we
hosted a Trunk or Treat event in the parking lot. Church
members hosted young trick or treaters with creative,
Halloween-decorated car trunks – it was truly a display of
creativity and fun.

UPCOMING CHILDREN'S OPPORTUNITIES
Children’s Spiritual Formation - Offered at both the 9:00 A.M. and 10:00 A.M. Sunday worship services for kids kinder - 5th grade.
Childcare for 4 years and under is also offered between 8:30 - 11:00 A.M. for those attending services. Check in at the Courtyard
prior to your service.
American Girls & Tree Climbers - Elementary small groups for 1st - 5th graders provide the opportunity to connect in fellowship,
faith, and fun! Every 2nd and 4th Wednesdays, after school until 4:45 P.M. Remaining Wednesdays: November 10 & December 8.
Christmas Eve Nativity Pageant - Third through sixth graders are invited to participate in this year’s live Nativity Pageant on
Christmas Eve! If your child is interested in participating, contact Natalie MacMillan at ChildrensMinistries@smccpby.com.

Advent Workshop
Sunday, December 5th | 11:15 A.M. – 12:45 P.M.
Lower Courtyard
Come and celebrate the spirit of Advent with activities,
crafts, music, and cookie decorating. This will be a fun
afternoon for the whole family!
$20/individual, $35/family
Sign up at www.tinyurl.com/2021AdventWorkshop.
Interested in providing an activity, hosting a table, or
under-writing supplies for a particular craft? Contact
Natalie MacMillan at
ChildrensMinistries@smccpby.com.

4

A VIEW FROM CHILDREN'S MINISTRY
BY NATALIE MACMILLAN

STEPS TOWARD HEALING

“Getting my shots.” “Failing at school.” “Being Alone.” “Tsunamis.” “Losing my family.” “Cavities.” These were some
of the worries written by the kids during Children’s Spiritual Formation. It was Sunday morning, October 10, 2021.
Instead of going inside to our usual classroom, we surprised our kids with a mini field trip to the South Green for a
“Wash Away Worries” Ceremony. We read Matthew 6:25-34, then wrote and drew our worries in chalk on the
sidewalk. After a prayer with open hands, we released our worries to God, while staying open-handed to receive
God’s peace. Finally, with a satisfying rush of water, we washed our worries away - all the words and pictures
disappeared under the hose’s power. While our circumstances may still be the same, we5 all had an extra spring in
our step as we walked back to the church.
That same evening, we launched our new Second Sundays service, an evening service in Fellowship Hall. After a delicious
meal of comfort food that we shared together, the conversation among the kids about worry went deeper. “Why did Jesus
go on so long talking about worry?” “Because Jesus thinks worry gets us stuck instead of going through.” “Because most
emotions lead to worry.” “To help us get our worry out because it makes people cowards” were a few of the questions and
answers. Over the course of the evening, two kids took turns leaning over to ask me questions about the other: “What’s
his name?” “What grade is he in?” The beginning of friendships.
2020 was a very hard year, as much so for our children as anyone else. After feeling isolated and powerless for so long,
these opportunities to gather together, meaningfully, are a balm to our souls. Whether washing away our worries outside
in God’s beautiful creation, or sharing thoughts about Jesus over a homecooked meal, we—and our children—can find
healing in each other’s presence as we gather in community, called together by the God who loves us.

YOUTH
MINISTRIES
BY NATALIE DAY

Students in middle school and high school are dealing with far more
than they let on. With the pressure to perform well in school, sports,
and relationships, they find themselves, more often than not, feeling
broken and unequipped for what the world has thrown at them. So how
do we step into the brokenness and begin the healing process? Over
the last several weeks, as we have reflected on the questions Jesus
asked, students have become bolder in asking questions themselves.
By doing this they are not only choosing to be vulnerable, but also
taking steps to learn ‘Why am I feeling like this?’ or ‘How does Jesus
really fit into this part of my life?’ Asking questions, in some ways,
allows the students to reflect on what they may feel is broken and
needs healing. While a single small group meeting may not provide
immediate healing or relief to whatever the student is wrestling with,
it has been an honor to see them listen, challenge, and encourage each
other as they navigate this significant time of growth in their lives.

Healing can be accomplished through thoughtful prayer and
conversation, but at The Table, we also think it can be done through
fun. Our goal each week is for youth group to be a small part of
healing for students in the midst of their busy schedules. The hour
and a half time slot we get with them is packed with food, games,
prizes, and conversation about Jesus. We want to create a space for
students to embrace their true selves and take a step back from all
that is going on. I firmly believe that giving time once a week to
reflect on faith and to simply have fun can be an incredibly healing
experience for students, as it reminds them that there is more to life
than their successes.

UPCOMING YOUTH OPPORTUNITIES
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All Day Youth Group | Saturday, November 13
10:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M. | Westminster Hall
7
You think The Table is fun? You won't want to miss this all day youth
event! Come join us at SMCC, along with students from other Tapestry
churches, for a day focused on being together and learning about our
identity in Christ. Speakers, worship, games, food - you won't want to
miss out on this day of fun! For more information, contact Natalie Day
at NDay@smccpby.com.
Christmas Movie Marathon | Beginning Sunday, November 28
3:00 - 5:00 P.M. | Westminster Hall
For the four Advent Sundays leading up to Christmas, we will be
meeting every Sunday evening to watch a Christmas movie in
Westminster Hall. Join us for all four, or as many as you can! For more
information, contact Natalie Day at NDay@smccpby.com.
Dates: November 28, December 5, December 12, and December 19.

RACE & COMMUNITY:

BUILDING A SAFE, RESPECTFUL & INCLUSIVE COMMUNITY
BY BARBARA MILLAR

A Wellness program on race and community was presented on three recent Sunday afternoons at San Marino
Community Church. Participants were given knowledge, awareness, and strategies for helping to build and
maintain safe, respectful, and inclusive communities. The program was presented by Josef Levy and Sunshine Daye
of Embassy Consulting Services, who are trained instructors in facilitating dialogues on race. Participants
appreciated the opportunity to learn and interact in an environment that felt safe, open, and productive. The
presenters’ style was engaging and informal, and opportunity for discussion took place in smaller groups as well as
class dialogue. The first session explored uncovering implicit biases, and the role that biases play in inhibiting
effective relationships. Differences between stereotypes and prejudice were discussed. It was pointed out that
everyone is prejudiced and we all have biases, some of which live in our subconscious. It was demonstrated that we
must try be aware of our stereotypes and biases so as not to offend others. The second session covered diversity
and the role played by our social identities, including the relationship they have with equity and inclusion.
Participants considered what constituted their own social identities, and how those have related to systems of
advantage or disadvantage. Fruitful small group discussions allowed for further reflection. The final session
provided attendees with effective tools to successfully initiate and engage in courageous conversations, and to
become comfortable talking about race and ethnicity. Such conversations are essential for developing strong
communities, even though they involve risk. Helpful strategies for building awareness and empathy were
presented and discussed.
Overall, participants felt that the program was very worthwhile, and they emerged with new perspectives,
awareness, and skills. It was agreed that this was a timely and much-needed area to explore together. The Wellness
Team is pleased to present this program and others on various aspects of wellness. The Wellness Team consists of
Barbara Millar (Chairman), Jessica Vaughan Lower, Penny Hunt, Helen Baatz, Molly Woodford, and Lucy Kunzman.
Please feel free to contact any of them with ideas for future programs via the Church Office at 626/282-4181.

NEW OPPORTUNITIES
FOR GIVING

BY SKIP OBER MILLER
The CARES Act impacted innumerable lives these past two
years, but many of us have been unaware of two changes to
the tax laws for 2021:
Universal Charitable Deduction for 2020 and 2021. A
$300 temporary universal charitable deduction for cash
contributions is available this year to those who are not
itemizing their personal deductions. Married couples
filing jointly may count $600, even if they don't itemize
and ordinarily get no deduction for charitable
contributions.
Increase to Charitable Donation Limit. Ordinarily tax law
allows up to 60% deductions of a taxpayer’s adjusted
gross income. For 2021, 100% of AGI for cash deductions
is allowed to qualified charities.
Additionally, two other tax-advantaged giving opportunities
continue from previous years:
Required IRA Withdrawals for those 70 ½ may be given to
the church.
Appreciated Securities may also be donated through
SMCC’s broker. (See all the ways to give at
https://smccpby.com/give/ways-to-give)
No matter how you choose to give to God though San Marino
Community Church, your contributions to our shared
ministry are meaningful and appreciated. Thank you to
everyone who has given sacrificially so that the church can
flourish and care for others during these difficult times.
As always, please consult with your tax professional for the
latest information on deductions and charitable giving and
how it may apply to your unique situation.

NEWS & NOTES
Remember to turn back your clocks for
Daylight Saving Tiem on Sunday, November 7!
Communications Survey:

This month, we will be sending a communications survey via our
weekly email. Hard copies will be available in the Church Office or in
the Courtyard after services. We appreciate your feedback so that
we can continue to improve!
Thanksgiving Holiday Office Schedule
Please note that the Church Office will be closed Thursday, November 25
and Friday, November 26, in observance of the Thanksgiving holiday.
Normal office hours will resume Monday, November 28.
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CHRISTMAS GIVING
TREE: PROVIDING JOY

SUNDAYS | NOVEMBER 21, 28 &
DECEMBER 5 | COURTYARD

Make a difference in the lives of low-income families with the
Christmas Giving Tree. This ministry supports families
through SMCC mission partner La Casa de San Gabriel, which
has been helping families in need for over 70 years, including
operating a preschool and holding teen support groups.
Visit the Giving Tree in the courtyard for ornaments
representing presents for boys or girls (valued between $25
and $30) and cash donations of any amount, used to provide
grocery gift cards for Christmas dinners. Cash is the most
needed item and can also be mailed to the church office with
the memo “Giving Tree.” In addition to visiting the courtyard
on the above dates, you can purchase gifts directly through
Amazon. A link to the SMCC Amazon Wish List will be
provided at the end of November.
Contact ChristmasGivingTree@smccpby.com.
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All is calm,All is bright
Join SMCC This Advent Season!
Christmas Concert: December 5 | 4:00 PM | Sanctuary
Followed by Tree Light: December 5 | 5:30 PM | Courtyard
Christmas Eve Services: 2:00 PM | 4:00 PM | 6:00 PM | 8:00 PM | 10:00 PM
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