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Part I
God’s Work of Reconciliation 

God’s reconciling act in Jesus Christ is a mystery which the Scriptures describe in various ways. It is called 
the sacrifice of a lamb, a shepherd ’s life given for his sheep, atonement by a priest; again it is ransom of a 
slave, payment of debt, vicarious satisfaction of a legal penalty, and victory over the powers of evil. These are 
expressions of a truth which remains beyond the reach of all theory in the depths of God’s love for humankind. 
They reveal the gravity, cost, and sure achievement of God’s reconciling work.

The one sufficient revelation of God is Jesus Christ, the Word of God incarnate, to whom the Holy Spirit bears 
unique and authoritative witness through the Holy Scriptures, which are received and obeyed as the word of 
God written. The Scriptures are not a witness among others, but the witness without parallel. The church has 
received the books of the Old and New Testaments as prophetic and apostolic testimony in which it hears the 
word of God and by which its faith and obedience are nourished and regulated.

The Bible is to be interpreted in the light of its witness to God’s work of reconciliation in Christ. The Scriptures, 
given under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, are nevertheless words of human beings, conditioned by the 
language, thought forms, and literary fashions of the places and times at which they were written. They reflect 
views of life, history, and the cosmos which were then current. The church, therefore, has an obligation to 
approach the Scriptures with literary and historical understanding. As God has spoken the divine word in 
diverse cultural situations, the church is confident that God will continue to speak through the Scriptures in a 
changing world and in every form of human culture
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Part II
The Ministry of Reconciliation

To be reconciled to God is to be sent into the world as God’s reconciling community. This community, the 
church universal, is entrusted with God’s message of reconciliation and shares God’s labor of healing the 
enmities which separate people from God and from each other. Christ has called the church to this mission and 
given it the gift of the Holy Spirit. The church maintains continuity with the apostles and with Israel by faithful 
obedience to his call.

In each time and place, there are particular problems and crises through which God calls the church to act. The 
church, guided by the Spirit, humbled by its own complicity and instructed by all attainable knowledge, seeks to 
discern the will of God and learn how to obey in these concrete situations. The following are particularly urgent 
at the present time.

God has created the peoples of the earth to be one universal family. In his reconciling love, God overcomes the 
barriers between sisters and brothers and breaks down every form of discrimination based on racial or ethnic 
difference, real or imaginary. The church is called to bring all people to receive and uphold one another as 
persons in all relationships of life: in employment, housing, education, leisure, marriage, family, church, and the 
exercise of political rights. Therefore, the church labors for the abolition of all racial discrimination and ministers 
to those injured by it. Congregations, individuals, or groups of Christians who exclude, dominate, or patronize 
others, however subtly, resist the Spirit of God and bring contempt on the faith which they profess.

The relationship between man and woman exemplifies in a basic way God’s ordering of the interpersonal life for 
which God created humankind. Anarchy in sexual relationships is a symptom of alienation from God, neighbors, 
and self. Perennial confusion about the meaning of sex has been aggravated in our day by the availability of new 
means for birth control and the treatment of infection, by the pressures of urbanization, by the exploitation of 
sexual symbols in mass communication, and by world overpopulation. The church, as the household of God, is 
called to lead people out of this alienation into the responsible freedom of the new life in Christ. Reconciled to 
God, people have joy in and respect for their own humanity and that of other persons; a man and woman are 
enabled to marry, to commit themselves to a mutually shared life, and to respond to each other in sensitive and 
lifelong concern; parents receive the grace to care for children in love and to nurture their individuality. 


