
San Marino Community Church
A Lenten Spiritual Formation Class
Sundays, March 6 - April 10, 2022
4:00 - 5:30 P.M., Fellowship Hall

Led by Dr. Ron White, SMCC Scholar in Residence

Class #2, March 13: Early Ecumenical Creeds
We believe in one God,
     the Father, the Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth,
     of all that is, 
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
     the only Son of God,
     eternally begotten born of the Father,
     God from God, Light from Light,
     true God from true God,
     begotten, not made, 
     of one being with the Father;
     through him all things were made.
     For us and for our salvation
          he came down from heaven;
          was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
          and became truly human.
          For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
          he suffered death and was buried.
          On the third day he rose again
          in accordance with the Scriptures;
          he ascended into heaven
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
          He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead
          and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
     who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
     who has spoken through the prophets.
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     I believe in one, holy catholic and apostolic Church.
     I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
     I look for the resurrection of the dead,
     and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Council of Nicaea: June 14, 325
Emperor Constantine: “Disorder in the Church I consider mor fearful than any
    other war.”
The problem: the nature of Christ 
Two opposing points of view:
 Arius: the Son subordinate to the Father; therefore, not of same nature;
   of another substance.
 Athanasius: condemned Arius as a form of philosophical thinking in
   the guise of Christian teaching. The Son is of the same 
   substance as the Father: homoousios to patri is the critical point 

Reformation Confession: Heidelberg Catechism
A hymn in German Reformed Tradition: “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” (403)
Question 1: What is your only comfort in life and in death?
Answer 1: That I am not my own, but belong
          body and soul, 
 in life and in death
     to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ.

Question 21: What is true faith?
Answer 21: True faith is
  Not only a sure knowledge to which I hold as true
                          all that God has revealed to us in Scripture,
                     it is also a wholehearted trust,
                           which the Holy Spirit creates in me by the gospel,
                           that God has granted,
                                not only to others but to me also,
                                     forgiveness of sins,
                                     eternal righteousness, 
                                     and salvation.
                      These are gifts of sheer grace, 
                      granted solely by Christ’s merit.

Structure of Catechism: 
(1) Misery 
(2) Redemption 
(3) Thanksgiving 


