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SMCC Stephen Minister Application 

 

Thank you for your interest in becoming a Stephen Minister at SMCC. We look forward to 

learning more about your call to this ministry through this application and an interview to be 

scheduled in the month of February. You may write as little or as much as you like, but we 

recommend about 2-3 sentences in response to each question. You can read more about what 

it means to be a Stephen Minister to spark ideas at www.stephenministries.org 

 

Your responses will be reviewed only by Jane Davidson and SMCC staff who will keep your 

information confidential. 

 

Please drop off your completed application at the church office attn: Jane Davidson. There is 

also an online version of this application which is preferred. Contact Jane Davidson 

jane@howdoibegin.com or 626-487-6201 with any questions. 

 

 
 

Contact Information 

Name* 

Address* 

Phone* 

Email Address* 

How long have you been a member of San Marino Community Church?* 

 

Interest in Stephen Ministry 

Please take the opportunity to answer the following questions thoughtfully as you consider why 

you feel called to this ministry and what gifts you could use in it. 
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Describe the reasons you are interested in becoming a Stephen Minister.* 

 

 

 

What spiritual gifts or strengths do you believe God has given you that would help you serve 

effectively as a Stephen Minister?* 

 

 

 

 

 

In what ways do you think you would benefit personally from training and serving as a Stephen 

Minister?* 

 

 

 

 

Based on your current understanding of what it means to be a Stephen Minister, what about this 

role do you think would be challenging for you?* 
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How would people who know you describe the way you relate to others?* 

 

 

 

Briefly describe your relationship with Jesus Christ.* 

 

 

 

 

Logistics Questions 

Scheduling, References, and Other Important Topics 

Becoming a Stephen Minister involves serving faithfully for a period of no less than two years, 

which includes: 

● Stephen Minister initial training (a total of 50 hours between March 2023-August 2023 

dates and times to be determined); 

● Weekly, in-person visits with your care receiver for about an hour, as agreed upon with 

the care receiver;  

● Monthly Small Group Peer Supervision; and 

● Quarterly continuing education. 

How willing are you to commit to these expectations? What changes might you need to make in 

your life in order to fulfill this commitment? 

 

 



4 of 6 

Please advise of any major schedule conflicts March-August 2023 so we can attempt to create 

a training schedule that accommodates the majority of applicants. Note that no sessions will be 

scheduled on major holidays and minor conflicts will be accommodated with make up sessions. 

(e.g. Unavailable Friday nights, vacation June 22-25) 

 

 

 

Are you comfortable with using Zoom to access a virtual training if we choose a hybrid training 

format?* 

● Yes 

● No, but I would be happy to learn 

● No, I am only comfortable with an in-person format 

 

Please provide three references. These should be people who are not members of this 

congregation and not members of your family. You may use a pastor from a previous 

congregation as a reference if applicable.* 

Reference #1 

Name: 

Relationship:   

Phone Number: 

Email:  

Reference #2 
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Name: 

Relationship:   

Phone Number: 

Email:  

Reference #3 

Name: 

Relationship:   

Phone Number: 

Email:  

Have you ever trained and served as a Stephen Minister or Stephen Leader at SMCC or 

another congregation?* 

● Yes 

● No 

If yes, when and where did you serve?  

 

 

 

Have you ever received treatment for any mental health issue? (If yes, Erik Wiebe will contact 

you to speak about this in more detail to better understand its significance to your potential work 

in this ministry.) Note: Many people become involved in caring ministry because of the care they 



6 of 6 

have received, including care from mental health professionals. The Stephen Leader Team 

needs this information in order to provide the best support possible for our Stephen Ministers.* 

● Yes 

● No 

Have you ever been charged with a crime? (If yes, Erik Wiebe will contact you to speak about 

this in more detail to better understand its significance to your potential work in this ministry.)* 

● Yes 

● No 

 

Please Read and Sign below. 

The information I have provided in this application is true and complete to the best of my 

knowledge. If I am invited into this ministry and I agree to participate, I will fully participate in 

Stephen Ministry training, Small Group Peer Supervision, and Stephen Minister Continuing 

education; to be accountable to my congregation's Stephen Leader Team and pastoral 

leadership in my service; and to function within the boundaries of Stephen Ministry as adopted 

by my congregation. I give permission for the congregation, if it deems necessary, to call my 

references, secure a background check on me, and consult with the treating mental health 

professionals regarding the nature of any mental health care I have received, if applicable. 

 

_________________________________________ 

 


