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SS. Felicitas & Perpetua 
Catholic Church 

1190 Palomar Road, San Marino 
(626) 796-0432 

 

Website: www.ssfp.org 
Parish News: www.ssfp.org/news 

Accredited by WCEA and Co-Accredited by WASC 
Follow us 

@ssfpschool 
�ow Accep�ng Applica�ons 

www.ssfp.org/admissions 

School - Grades TK - 8 

 

2955 Huntington Drive, San Marino 
626-796-8223 

Public Masses 
Monday - Friday: 8:15 am 

Sunday: 8:00 am and 10:00 am (Sat. Vigil 5:00 pm) 
 

Livestream Masses - www.ssfp.org/live 
 

Confessions 
Saturdays 3:30 - 4:30 pm or by Appointment 

 

Thank you for your support - www.ssfp.org/
stewardship 

www.smccpby.com | smcc@smccpby.com
(626) 282-4181 | 1750 Virginia Road, San Marino, CA 91108

ChurchCommunity
JOIN US
SUNDAYS

Both services are
livestreamed!
View on our website:
www.smccpby.com/watch

Traditional Worship
9:00 A.M. | Sanctuary

Contemporary Worship
10:00 A.M. | Fellowship Hall

SAN MARINO

1175 San Gabriel Boulevard, San Marino
www.saintedmunds.org

All are welcome - please join us! 
8 am Eucharist with music in the Chapel 

10 am  Eucharist with the St. Edmund’s Choir
10 am Sunday School for Youth

Our 10 am service is also livestreamed and can be found
on the St. Edmund’s Episcopal Church YouTube Channel

RELIGION

HONOR YOUR LOVED ONE’S LEGACY
WITH A WRITTEN TRIBUTE FOR A LIFE WELL LIVED.

Email the obituary to obits@outlooknewspapers.com or call us at (626) 398-7800

Pondering the Power of Nature
By Erik Wiebe
Special to San Marino Tribune

Like many of our neighbors, I 
have gazed in wonderment 

for these past several days at the 
snow-covered peaks hugging our 
San Gabriel Valley.

Their jutting up into the clear 
blue winter sky is nothing short 
of majestic. It’s not like I hav-
en’t beheld snow on mountains 
before. But to see something 
so out-of-the-ordinary, right in 
our backyard for this long, and 
to have the view be this pro-
nounced — all of it takes me by 
surprise.

To wield such an awesome 
power of nature seems to many 
of us to be the domain of the di-
vine. Nature’s raw vigor belongs 
in God’s hands, we surmise. But 
even so, attempts to understand 
the relationship between the 
forces of the natural world and 
the will of God have bewildered 
humanity from the beginning. 

Psalms 65 asks, “Who stills 
the roaring of the seas?” Prov-
erbs 30 similarly asks, “Who has 
gathered the wind in His fists?” 
Job 37 states, “To the snow, God 
says, ‘Fall on the Earth.’” By 
God’s hand the Earth moves, 
and everything in it; words we 
often hear in faith settings. But 
even the most incisive, best nu-
anced attempts to explain the 
connection between God’s will 
and nature’s force struggle to 
help us make meaning.

As we pass the one-month 
mark of the earthquake in Turkey 
and Syria, we enter just one sto-
ryline among many. The quake 

and its aftershocks have ren-
dered 156,000 previously habit-
able buildings either collapsed 
or condemned. One news re-
port cites an estimate of as much 
as 210 million tons of rubble, 
which is enough to cover Bar-
celona, about 40 square miles, 
one meter deep. To comprehend 
such destruction staggers the 
mind. And of course, loss of hab-
itation is one thing, but loss of 
life is another entirely.

The winter storm brought 
blankets and blankets of snow 
to unsuspecting locales. Sto-
ries have abounded of neighbors 
helping neighbors, coordinating 
food and medication deliv-
eries by snowshoe while roads 
remain impassable, and sup-
plies must be airlifted in. I serve 
on the board of directors of a 
camp north of Oakhurst near 
Yosemite, perched at the top 
of a forest service road that the 
camp must plow themselves. 

When their old plow broke from 
the strain of an unprecedented 
12+ feet of snow, a couple dozen 
staff members were stranded 
on the mountain including a 
young family with a 6-week-old 
baby. Madera County Search 
and Rescue sent up a bright or-
ange snow cat to deliver supplies 
and give the young family a ride 
down the hill. That was one for 
the baby book, for sure!

As faith communities, we 
ponder power. We worship a God 
of great power, power that cre-
ates worlds by speaking a word. 
Power to tear down and build 
up. It’s a theme we’re exploring 
in a sermon series leading up to 
Holy Week and Easter.

Time and again we’re not 
given what we might hope for in 
our attempts at understanding: 
There’s no tidy way of wrapping 
our minds around how or why 
creation groans with sighs too 
deep for words, or how nature 
can devastate indiscriminately 
without warning. What we can 
ponder, what we can consider 
and pray about and pursue is 
the way in which this same God 
companions our humanity, step 
by step, choosing patient part-
nership with us over expedi-
tious domination. And maybe, 
in that grace, we’ll find a truth 
that the deepest and best parts 
of us are created to companion 
our neighbors with that same re-
sourceful patience, humility, cu-
riosity, vulnerability and grace.

The Rev. Wiebe is an associate 
pastor for Spiritual Formation 
and Pastoral Care at San Marino 
Community Church.

Erik Wiebe


