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A recent article in this paper reported that I’m preparing to retire in 2021.  My wife and I will be 

sad to leave the San Marino community.  You have been so welcoming and supportive.  It is our 

home now.  But time catches up to us all and waits for no one.  The announcement has led to 

some reflection on accomplishments of the past 15 years.  It is my profound hope that my own 

ministry and the ministry of the church has inspired greater civility and love, but the evidence is 

not overwhelming.  The country seems more restless, anxious, contentious, and even hostile 

toward one another.  Jesus long ago said, “In everything, do to others as you would have them do 

to you” (Matt. 7:12)  Maybe if we had taken these words more seriously in the past, we wouldn’t 

be where we are today, with the lingering damage of racism.  Maybe if we take these words more 

seriously now, we can find a way forward toward a better future.   

 

“Two cars faced each other, bumpers almost touching and horns blaring.  Neither driver was 

willing to yield.  It was a narrow street, crowded tighter by several double-parked delivery 

trucks.  The two drivers who had encountered each other in this obstacle course were both in an 

uncompromising mood.  Finally, one car edged forward pushing the other backward.  The driver 

of the nudged car angrily backed out of the way.  But he quickly jumped out of the car and, as 

the other driver passed by, let loose a series of curses and obscene gestures,” writes Dr. Richard 

Mouw, the former President of Fuller Seminary in his book, “Uncommon Decency.” Christian 

Civility in an Uncivil World.   

 

“Several of us who were passing along the street had stopped to watch this little drama.  One 

woman offered a poignant assessment before she moved on. ‘Lordy, sometimes it makes you 

think that everything is falling apart!’”  Many can relate these days.  The angry encounter 

between two drivers on the city street can be seen as a metaphor for our society.  There they all 

stand, bumper to bumper, horns blaring: Democrats and Republicans; pro-lifers and pro-

choicers; intellectuals and fundamentalists; Muslims and Jews; Irish Catholics and Irish 

Protestants; husbands and wives.  In his book, Dr. Mouw addresses the question: Are Christians 

contributing anything to the growing incivility in our world beyond laying on their own horn?  

He writes, “When Christians fail to measure up to the standards of kindness and gentleness, 

(described in the Bible) we are not the people God meant us to be.” 

 

World Communion Sunday is October 4th.  Congregations in churches around the world will 

celebrate the Eucharist, Holy Communion, The Lord’s Supper in their own context but also 

aware that they are participants of a much larger Church.  In 1936, a handful of Presbyterian 

ministers gathered together to discuss and pray about their concerns following one world war 

while the world drifted towards another.  Divisions within the Church limited any witness to the 

call to live in peace among the nations of the world.  As the ministers talked and prayed, they 

discerned that the Lord’s Supper, instituted by Jesus Christ with the disciples on the eve of his 

death, had power to unite all Christians everywhere.  In receiving the bread and the cup, 

Christians of every race and ethnic group, nationality and economic status, of all languages, of 

all denominations and political affiliations, declare Christ the Lord of life and become the body 

of Christ living in the world.  Divisions melt away as we eat and drink with siblings in Christ.  



And so, the first World Communion Sunday was organized and celebrated – where Christians 

everywhere proclaim together our unity in Christ at his table.   

 

As in 1936, our world today is still filled with divisions and growing tensions, is still in need of a 

witness from God’s people that there is another way to live peacefully with one another rather 

than apart from, or against one another.  When we eat and drink at the Lord’s Table, we celebrate 

both our diversity and our unity; proclaiming together our witness to the world.  Join the 

celebration from home this Sunday.  You can use whatever you have in the cupboard.  If you 

want to be part of a larger world that treats one another with respect and dignity, you can take 

your place at the table too.   

 

It may be a small symbolic act, but we in the Church know how important and powerful symbols 

can be.  Are Christians contributing anything to the growing incivility in our world beyond 

laying on their own horn?  I sure hope so!  I hope we are demonstrating how to bring about a 

future with less acrimony.  I hope we can model civility even in the midst of disagreement.  

Church fights can be nasty affairs.  We’ve not always provided a model of how to manage 

controversy.  What is needed is an ability to express ideas, differences, and convictions without 

personal attack.  Is it possible to hold convictions without becoming intolerant of others who do 

not share your convictions?  “In everything, do to others as you would have them do to you.”  

Maybe it really is that simple.             

 

 

 

   

    

 


