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Growing up in the Philippines, the excitement of Christmas begins with the “ber” months, and 
hearing Christmas songs on the radio. And I took comfort knowing that the Christmas season 
did not end with New Year’s Day, but on January 6 – the “Feast of the Three Kings.”  January 6 is 
the official date given to celebrate the visit of the three wisemen, who traveled from the east 
bearing gifts for the child, Jesus.  
 
I grew up in a very large family with many relatives. This first week of January was a time for 
many of us to visit each other, bringing gifts, enjoying great food, great stories, and a festive 
mood. It is through these belated gatherings of loved ones, that I discovered much about 
myself and my family. These vivid memories linger, and the shared stories brought a sort of 
‘epiphany’ for me personally.   
 
Epiphany: It becomes more meaningful to me even now because I realize that there is more to 
it than just prolonging a joyous season or expecting belated gifts.  Epiphany is synonymous with 
"appearing" or "revealing." In the Celtic tradition, epiphanies are stories of "thin places" - places 
where the boundary between the ordinary and the eternal becomes permeable. They’re as if 
God parts the curtain, and we catch glimpses of God’s love, majesty, and power.  Epiphany calls 
us to look beneath and beyond the ordinary surfaces of our world and discover the 
extraordinary.  To look deeply at Jesus and see God. 
 
But how do “people like us, who walk in darkness” experience God’s revelation described in this 
way? Let me ask the question differently:  What do we find most impossible to believe for 
our own lives?  That God appears by means so familiar, we often miss it?  That our existence 
binds us to all of humanity such that you and I are kin, responsible for each other in ways we 
fail too often to honor? Or that we are God's Beloved — not because we've done anything to 
earn it, but because our God has spoken? 
 
The stories of Epiphany are stories of light, and yet quite often, they end in shadow.  There is no 
real indication anywhere in Scripture that revelation leads to “happily eve rafters”.  And yet, 
within its pages we find hope. Hope that allows us to hang on in this season of challenges.  New 
Testament scholar, Marcus Borg, suggests that Jesus himself is our ‘thin place.’  He's the one 
who opens the door, who is revealing the God we long for. It is through Jesus that we get to 
know who we are and whose we are in this sacred season of Epiphany. We are God's 
own.  God's children.  God's pleasure.  Even in the murky days of a pandemic, we are the 
Beloved.  
 
This new year may you practice Epiphany and look again: look harder and see life in a new way. 
And see the possibility of discovery and connection, even after the Christmas season - see it 
revealed with those visits with friends and loved ones throughout the year.  
 
Grace and peace in 2022!   


