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When my children were younger, they enjoyed watching the major motion picture called The Prince of
Egypt, which is an animated film that seeks to retell the life story of Moses. 

In one part of the film, Moses is happy tending sheep in Midian: he has his wife, his children, a
community that cares for him. One day while tending his sheep, Moses follows a stray sheep into a
cave. There he finds a bush on fire, burning but not injurious. The bush gently speaks Moses’ name,
telling Moses that God has seen the pain of the Hebrews and that God plans to send Moses to save them.

We watch as Moses works through a range of emotions in quick stead, moving from being heartbroken
and shameful, as he remembers the pain of the Hebrew people, into sudden disbelief as God names
Moses to lead God’s people to freedom. Moses immediately argues with the bush, frantic and
disbelieving. The bush responds to Moses calmly the first time, but as Moses continues, the bush
suddenly flames brighter and the sound of the Holy voice bellows so loud that Moses is knocked over
backwards, where he then scrambles into a corner and crouches, protecting himself, too fearful to take
anything in.

As Moses shudders, crouched in the corner, the gentle light of the bush returns and extends out to him,
surrounds him, and lifts him up: “Oh Moses. I shall be with you as you go, and you shall show Pharaoh
all my wonders!” As the light continues to build and surround Moses, we see his eyes open wide and
childlike as he, perhaps for the first time, experiences the wonder of God for himself.

When was the last time that you felt like you experienced the inspiring wonder of God? When Moses
encountered God’s wonder, it wasn’t in a church service or in an adult education class. He hadn’t gone
looking for it. Instead, his curiosity led him into God’s presence, and his willingness to engage with God
— even by questioning and arguing—brought Moses into a fuller experience of God than he had ever
known before. 

For many of us who grew up attending church, we were instructed to learn the right answers and to
remain satisfied with those answers, not pressing God (or those we trust to lead us in God) for more
than we were given. And many of us learned incredible things about God, and Jesus, and faith that have
since sustained us for decades! But when we look at the Bible, we find that the people who encountered
the wonder and glory of God to the fullest extent were the ones who were willing to ask questions, to
argue with God a little bit, and to have faith that there was nothing they could say or do that would
cause God to hold them at a distance. 

This month, as we continue through the book Jesus is the Question by Martin Copenhaver in our
personal reading and reflection, as well as in worship through our sermon series, I invite you to
consider with me: Are we willing to ask the kind of questions of God that draw us into wonder? Is our
faith the kind of faith that stretches beyond the here and now, and illuminates the path forward into
eternity? If not, what kind of curiosity and questions can we engage to move us into the fullest wonders
of God?

Warmly,
 

DRAWN INTO 

WONDER
BY REV. JESSICA VAUGHAN LOWER



KICKING OFF
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Sunday, September 12 marked the start of San Marino
Community Church's programmatic year, and with it, our
Fall Kick Off, beginning with a Hymn Sing in the Sanctuary,
led by Director Dr. Peter Green and worship leader Willow
Stephens.  Over 100 guests enjoyed such old-time favorites
as For the Beauty of the Earth and What a Friend We Have in
Jesus. The music provided a feeling of nostalgia and
normalcy we have all been craving for so long. After 45
minutes of glorious music, accompanied by both organ and
piano, the congregation migrated outside to the South
Parking Lot for some good old-fashioned carnival fun for all
ages. 

 

Many of our SMCC ministries, such as Youth, Children,
Worship, Deacons, and Mission/Outreach, participated
offering carnival games including “Ice Dice”, “Rubber Ducky
Bible Challenge,” and “Spin the Wheel” while also promoting
opportunities for involvement. Brand new SMCC t-shirts
were available, while popcorn, snow cones, and tacos kept
everyone happily fed! There was even a selfie photo booth,
and two caricature artists drawing portraits.  By the time it
was the dinner hour, the evening was in full swing with over
200 people, young and old, from within and outside our
church community, enjoying what felt like a truly fun,
energetic evening. What a way to kick off the new Fall 2021
season. Thank you to all who help make it a success!  

Service of Remembrance | Sunday, November 21 | 4:00 – 4:45 P.M. | Christ Chapel
As the holidays approach, we are sometimes overwhelmed when grief makes a
surprise visit once more. Join us for our Service of Remembrance and let us
remember those we have loved, and lost, together. For more information contact
EFarrar@smccpby.com or call 626/282-4181.

Reformation Sunday | October 31 | 10:00 A.M. | Joint Worship Service | Sanctuary
Join the congregation in celebrating the reformed faith on Reformation Sunday.
This day will include music from the World Champion Pasadena Scots Pipes and
Drums. The service will be followed by a special meeting of the congregation. 

BY PEGGY FLYNN
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UPCOMING
SPECIAL EVENTS

Monte Vista Grove Homes invites friends and supporters to join us for our annual
Gala this October. We look forward to gathering - both in person and virtually - for
this tribute to so many who have helped us weather the challenges of the
pandemic. To purchase tickets or sponsorships, visit www.mvgh.org/gala.

MONTE VISTA GROVE HOMES ANNUAL GALA 
5:00 P.M. |  LA CAÑADA FLINTRIDGE COUNTRY CLUB

10/16

SMCC is pleased to welcome the author of our Fall Sermon Series book (starting
September 12), Jesus is the Question, and former President of Andover Newton
Theological School, Dr. Martin B. Copenhaver. Join us for an inspiring and
challenging evening as we dive deeper into the book's insights. To attend, register
at www.tinyurl.com/SMCCJesusIsTheQuestion.

JESUS IS THE QUESTION: SPECIAL EVENT WITH DR.
MARTIN B. COPENHAVER 
7 P.M. | SANCTUARY 

11/6

In celebration of this year's Stewardship Campaign, Gather Together, we invite you
to gather together for a fun & spicy evening! Enjoy dinner together with an old
fashioned chili cook off - corn bread included! To participate in the competition,
contact Peggy Flynn at PFlynn@smccpby.com. To attend, register at
www.tinyurl.com/SMCCchili. Then, at 6:00 P.M., children from grades 3-5 can join
in the scavenger hunt (details on page 8). Join us for a fun family evening! 

GIVING SUNDAY CHILI COOK OFF & "FIND THE LIGHT"
SCAVENGER HUNT
5:30 P.M. & 6:00 P.M. | COURTYARD

10/24

This year’s hybrid event will be an experience like no other with more than 300
guests attending either in-person or via a one-of-a-kind virtual experience. All
guests will be treated to the sounds the Gerry Rothschild Band, a variety dance
show by Todd Elliot Entertainment, and a delicious meal with good company. To
learn more, visit www.unionstationhs.org.

UNION STATION HOMELESS SERVICES  ANNUAL FUNDRAISER
6:00 - 9:30 P.M. |  UNIVERSITY CLUB, PASADENA

10/13

Interested in joining the church? Would you like to learn more about San Marino
Community Church and its ministries? Then the new member class is for you!  Our
class provides an opportunity to get acquainted, ask questions, and learn more
about our church, our Presbyterian heritage, and our mission. For more
information, visit www.smccpby.com/connect/membership.

NEW MEMBER CLASS
11:00 A.M. (APPROXIMATELY) |  FELLOWSHIP HALL

10/17

Session has called a special meeting of the congregation in the Sanctuary
immediately following the October 31 10:00 A.M. combined worship service, for the
purpose of receiving and acting upon the report of the ONC AND to call an associate
pastor nominating committee.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
11:00 A.M. (APPROXIMATELY) | SANCTUARY 

10/31

https://unionstationhs.org/


Looking for some weekend fun or want to work on your table tennis
skills? All ages and skill-levels are welcome to join. Come visit
Westminster Hall to find out about the difference between orange and
white ping pong balls, and even play against a table tennis robot!
Contact Samuel Chih at 626/315-3373 or TableTennis@smccpby.com
with any questions.

TABLE TENNIS
SATURDAYS | 9:00 - 11:00 A.M.
WESTMINSTER HALL

ONGOING FALL 
EVENTS
BIBLE STUDY FOR MANDARIN SPEAKERS
SUNDAYS | 11:15 A.M. - 12:30 P.M.
MULTI-PURPOSE ROOM 
Small group Bible study for all Mandarin speakers interested in
learning more about the Bible or who want to strengthen their faith.
We offer an open discussion and safe environment for all believers
and non-believers, and the opportunity to meet new people and build
friendships. Please contact Kevin Hu and Lianne Chua at
MandarinBibleStudy@smccpby.com.

MEN'S BREAKFAST 
WEDNESDAYS | 8:00 A.M. 
COLONIAL KITCHEN, SAN MARINO
Join old friends and make new ones at a weekly breakfast of faith,
food and fellowship. Wednesdays at Colonial Kitchen located at 1110
Huntington Drive, San Marino. Contact MensBreakfast@smccpby.com
for more information.

CHANCEL CHOIR
THURSDAYS | 7:30 P.M.
SANCTUARY
Now in session! Anyone is welcome to join choir rehearsals! Everyone
is required to be fully vaccinated. "Singers masks" will be provided.
Contact PGreen@smccpby.com for information.
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SECOND SUNDAY: MONTHLY MEAL & WORSHIP
OCTOBER 10 | 5:00 P.M. | FELLOWSHIP HALL 
Join us for this first meeting of a new monthly gathering, with food
and community for every age! Dinner will be served at 5:00 P.M.
with worship beginning at 5:45 P.M. 
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If you have been blessed to visit the church campus in
recent weeks, surely you can feel it. There is something
in the air! We have all been through so much, and have
weathered  much change and transition, but we are
emerging into an exciting new season with a feeling of
such gratitude. As I watched people embrace at the Fall
Kick-Off in September, or have seen old friends and
acquaintances catch up in the church office, it has
driven home the fact that the most wonderful blessing
this community has to offer is...each other! When the
people of God gather together to join our hearts,
strengthen our minds, and share with each other, the
Spirit leads us to become people of wonder and healing
and  justice and joy. As Stewardship season
approaches, we invite all who are part of the SMCC
community to join us in giving - with gratitude, with
hope, for all the Lord has done and all the Lord will do.

In the spirit of this year's theme, we want to give our
congregation the opportunity to literally gather
together. On Giving Sunday, October 24, at 5:30 P.M.,
we invite you to join in a classic SMCC event - a Chili
Cook Off! All are welcome to come to the table for this
free event, we just ask that you register in advance so
that we can ensure plenty of portions. Visit
www.tinyurl.com/SMCCchili to  register. If you'd like to
bring a favorite recipe to the competition, contact
Peggy Flynn at PFlynn@smccpby.com for the details.
The winner will be handsomely rewarded! Please know
that we will carefully follow food handling protocols to
ensure a safe evening for all of our guests. It will be a
casual and fun evening to gather in the Lord and
celebrate our most valuable asset - each other!

SMCC'S  ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP
CAMPAIGN LAUNCHES OCTOBER 17
WITH THE HOPE THAT EVERYONE
WILL COME TO THE TABLE.  

GATHER TOGETHER
AN INVITATION TO

BY VICTORIA SMITH 
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Jesus is
the
Answer

Special Community-Wide Event featuring author 
Dr. Martin Copenhaver 
Saturday, November 6, 2021
7:00 P.M. | Sanctuary
San Marino Community Church
Invite your friends & family to this special evening featuring author & former President of
Andover Newton Theological School, Dr. Martin B. Copenhaver, along with other panelists,
as we explore our sermon series book in greater depth. You will be challenged & inspired!
A book signing & reception will immediately follow in the Courtyard. This event is FREE,
but registration is required at www.tinyurl.com/SMCCJesusIsTheQuestion.

Question

FOUNDATION
UPDATES

All costs associated with the distribution of our fall
sermon series book, Jesus is the Question, to the
SMCC community, sponsored by the Congregational
Development Fund.
Honorariums for organists and maintenance of the
church organ, made possible by the Elftman Organ
Fund.
Salaries for two summer interns, made possible by
the Hollenbaugh / Kime Fund.
Major campus maintenance, made possible by the
Facility-Campus Care Fund.
Holiday decorations and beautification, made
possible by the Basil C. and Lauvera Reynolds Fund.

Recent Contributions
The Board of the San Marino Community Church
Foundation has been delighted to approve the release of
over $220,000 in funds to the SMCC church operating
budget since the start of 2021. This beautifully fulfills the
mission of the Foundation as it enables SMCC to sustain
and broaden its ministry. 
Recent projects made possible by these contributions 
 include:

The SMCC Foundation celebrates the generosity of its
contributors, and the significant work made possible
through their donations. 

Upcoming Cornerstone Society Event
Saturday, November 6, 2021 at the Virginia Manse 
Prior to with the community-wide Martin Copenhaver
event, members of the Cornerstone Society will be
invited to a special reception. Please check your
mailboxes in the coming weeks for your invitation! If
you are interested in receiving information about The
Cornerstone Society, please contact Victoria Smith at
VSmith@smccpby.com. 



CHILDREN'S
MINISTRIES

The month of September was a full one! In addition to SMCC’s Fall Kick Off Celebration, including the Children’s
Ministries Spin-to-Win booth, we had a Door Decorating Hangout for new 6th and 7th grade shepherds in which we
decorated a door of the Treehouse classroom with our theme for this season: Jesus is the Question. We also
conducted our annual Leader & Shepherd training, and hosted the Third Grade Bible Breakfast & Celebration, in
which nine of our 3rd graders received their Bibles and were recognized in both worship services. Lastly, our
elementary small groups, American Girls and Tree Climbers, resumed in-person on September 29 for the first time
since March 2020! There is much to come in the month of October, and we hope you'll join in the fun!

Children’s Spiritual Formation (CSF): Offered at both the 9:00 A.M. and 10:00 A.M. services for kids preschool-5th
grade. Childcare for ages three and under is also offered between 8:30 -11:00 A.M. for those attending services. 

American Girls & Tree Climbers: Elementary small groups for 1st-5th graders to connect in fellowship, faith, and
fun! Meets 2nd and 4th Wednesdays, after school till 4:45 P.M.  Remaining Dates: October 13, October 27, November
10, (No meeting Thanksgiving week) and December 8.

Find the Light! An Evening Scavenger Hunt: For 3rd-5th graders on Sunday, October 24 from 6:00 – 7:30 P.M. Come
for the Giving Sunday Chili Cook-Off at 5:30 P.M. and stay for the fun! Meet in the Courtyard at the tree and bring
your Bibles and  flashlights for an evening of finding God’s Word and discovering the ways it shines light in the
darkness! At the end we will celebrate with a snack and some glow-in-the-dark goodies. Bring a friend! Third
graders are particularly encouraged to participate, as part of their special Third Grade Bible year. Sign up at   
 www.tinyurl.com/SMCCScavengerHunt. Adults and youth are needed as crew leaders for this evening event. If you
are interested, contact Mrs. Natalie at NMacmillan@smccpby.com. 

Trunk or Treat: Join us Saturday, October 30 from 5:00 – 8:00 P.M. in SMCC Parking Lot for some Halloween fun,
including a food truck, crafts, and a contest for best-decorated car trunk! Sign up to attend at
www.tinyurl.com/SMCCTrunkorTreat2021 or sign up to host a parking space (and decorate your trunk) at
www.tinyurl.com/TrunkorTreatCar2021.

BY NATALIE MACMILLAN
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It has been an incredibly fulfilling and busy month for the youth
ministry here at San Marino Community Church! Since our first
Wednesday night youth group kicking off with a total of 32 students,
the momentum to be together and have fun has not slowed down!

Laser Tag: On Friday, September 10, the youth took over the South
Green and battled it out playing a game of laser tag for two hours. The
Party Plot is a family organization who sets up the laser tag on-site - all
the youth had to do was show up and be competitive! With a little
smack talk and lots of fun, all 28 students participated in some friendly
fire and most definitely slept well that night.  

High School Girls Hangout: On September 19, the high school girls
spent time together hanging out, eating, and painting! They each
started with blank canvases and got to create whatever they wanted.
Some of the artwork will be shown in my office! It was a great chance
for our girls to connect outside of youth group and simply enjoy being
together.

Small Groups at The Table: Students are getting into the weekly
rhythm of our Wednesday night gatherings, At the Table. While games
and free food are always a win, the last 30 minutes of the evening are
turning into something really special. After I offer a message, students
split off into small groups to talk about what they heard and how that
fits into their lives. As an example, each student shared a value they
personally want upheld (such as respect, patience, and kindness),
setting the tone for the rest of the year. My hope is that these
Wednesday gatherings continue to be a safe place for them to process,
ask questions, and lean on each other. Jesus himself gave a beautiful
example of what it means to have close friends who walk in faith with
you. From sharing prayer requests to talking about what stood out in
the message, exploring who Jesus is, or laughing and simply being
together - I want each student to feel the safety of this space. 

YOUTH
MINISTRIES

BY NATALIE DAY

UP NEXT: Game Night | Friday, October 15 | 6:00 - 8:30 P.M. | Westminster Hall
If you know anything about the students here at SMCC, you know they like to
play games and sometimes that 20 minutes at youth group is not enough. On
Friday, October 15th, the youth are taking over the church for one big game
night. It’s going to be good, so if you are a student be sure to show up! And
bring a friend! Contact Natalie Day at NDay@smccpby.com for additional
information or to be added to our weekly emails to hear all about our
upcoming gatherings. 
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"The cruel rollercoaster of COVID-19 continues to take us all for a ride.
We are weary and we are bracing for a winter surge. While many
things have been changed beyond recognition in our new version of
normal at LAC+USC, some aspects of the hospital remain the
same...patients find themselves sick, injured or alone. As their
chaplain, I knock on their door, sit down if they let me, and I ask
about what matters most to them. They tell me about precious
children or beloved parents, the faith their grandmother instilled in
them or the miraculous way that Jesus liberated them from
addiction. I prayerfully listen as they do most of the talking. We
remind each other that God is with us in the room offering love,
comfort and strength. Sometimes we pray. Then, as I am leaving, they
will often tell me, “Thank you for taking the time to come and listen
to me”. Humbled by their vulnerability and courage, I tell them, "It’s
my privilege.' "

MISSION/OUTREACH PARTNERS WITH THE
PRESBYTERY OF SAN GABRIEL TO SUPPORT

REV. ELIZABETH GIBBS ZEHNDER, THE ONLY
PRESBYTERIAN STAFF CHAPLAIN AT LAC+USC
MEDICAL CENTER. READ HER LATEST REPORT

FROM THE TRENCHES.

PANDEMIC
FROM THE TRENCHES OF THE 

1- Pray: Lift up this ministry in
prayer. 
2- Acts of Kindness: Join other
faith communities to create
600+ handmade blankets that
will be distributed to patients
in December. Finished
blankets should be at least 36”
x 36” and can be knit,
crocheted, sewn or quilted.
The deadline to donate is
December 10, 2021. For more
details, contact Elizabeth at
323/409-4715 or
EGibbsZehnder@dhs.lacounty.
gov.

HOW CAN YOU HELP
THE PRESBYTERIAN
CHAPLAINCY AT
LAC+USC?

Don’t Miss SMCC’s  VIRTUAL CHRISTMAS MISSION MARKET | November 1-30, 2021
Join us to find the perfect holiday gifts. In addition to jewelry and handcrafted items, there will also be a large
selection of “alternative gifts" available. Each alternative gift comes with a card explaining the mission being
supported and allows you to add a personal message for the recipient. You will find unique and meaningful presents
for loved ones, and you can easily solve your gift-giving dilemmas while supporting our hard-working local and
global ministries such as Ministry of Hope, Friends in Deed, La Casa de San Gabriel, African Team Ministries, and
Covenant Children's Homes. Your participation is a win-win-win! 

Visit www.smccpby.com in November and share the link with friends and family to help support valuable mission
work and learn more about our mission partners.  In 2020 we raised over $7,000 for these causes, and these
ministries need our support more than ever in this year of global crisis. If you have questions, please contact Janet
Wells at MissionMarket@smccpby.com. 

ANNUAL MISSION/OUTREACH CHRISTMAS MARKET
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NEWS & NOTES
Conversational English Fall Update: 

Beginning October 6, 2021 from 9:30 A.M. - 11:30 A.M., SMCC will
open its doors two mornings a week for Conversational English

classes in the upstairs classrooms. Providing students a safe
place to learn English and familiarize themselves with their

community, the classes are an important place of connection 
 and fellowship. For more information, please contact leaders Jill

Brown and Shirley Carey at
ConversationalEnglish@smccpby.com.

 

Communications Survey:
This month, we will be sending a communications survey via our

weekly email. Hard copies will be available in the Church Office
or in the Courtyard after services. We appreciate your feedback

so that we can continue to improve!
 

Sing in the December 5 Christmas Concert:
The chancel choir begins rehearsals for this year's Christmas

Concert on Thursday, October 14 from 7:30-8:30 P.M. in the
Sanctuary. The concert will be on Sunday, December 5 at 4:00

P.M. and we are performing the Saint-Saens Christmas Oratorio,
along with  beautiful carols featuring the choir, orchestra, and

the SMCC Ensemble. We will end with a carol sing-a-long.
Following the concert, SMCC will have its tree lighting in the

courtyard. Contact PGreen@smccpby.com for details.
 

Don't forget to turn back your clocks for Daylight Saving on
Sunday, November 7!

STAFF REFLECTION: Natalie
MacMillan

I have many nicknames for my six-month-old
daughter Emily. One of my favorites is “The Little
Wonder.”  I am amazed at how she develops with

rapid speed. She has new “firsts” day after day,
growing into a new person each week. Things that

seem mundane or trivial to most adults are
enthralling to her. She is fascinated by the tag on

her bib, or mesmerized by the mesh on the side of
her basinet. If only I could be as present,

attentive, and delighted with God as Emily is with
the buckle on my boot! Children are a 

beloved part of our spiritual community and have a special place in God’s heart. They give us the gift of noticing, of
wonder, of speaking their truth without hesitation. They wake us up to the world around us, God’s world, the world that
Jesus chose to live in with us. As deeply valuable, and equal, members of God’s kingdom, children teach us and each
other how to receive the kingdom of God. I remember for the first few weeks after Emily was born, the world looked so
vivid to me. Colors, shapes, nature, and people shone in bold relief; I felt like I’d entered Oz. But really, I was noticing
anew this world God has gifted to us, in the way that only a child can teach you to do. It's one of the things I love most
about working with these precious young members of our community at SMCC as Director for Children's Ministries.  
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