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My kids used to like retelling a story about driving with their dad to LAX shortly
after we moved to California. While on their way to pick me up from the airport,
they ran into dense traffic. Knowing that they were close, but not knowing
exactly where to go, my husband Andy turned on a traffic app to direct them the
final couple of miles. 

They were all elated when the app instantly directed them to exit the freeway
and turn left—they knew it wouldn’t be long now. They happily followed the next
few directions from the pleasant, robotic voice: “Turn left...At the light, turn
left...Now turn left, and merge onto the freeway.” My kids used to describe how
they all stared at the screen, collectively dumbfounded. In the moment when
they really needed just a few simple directions to get to where they were going,
they ended up driving in an elaborate circle, returning to the very place they
began. Their joy quickly turned into frustration. 

Many of us have been living spiritual lives that have followed perpetual left turns
for years, if not longer—just in the moment where we feel like we are gaining
spiritual ground, we take a turn, and after finding ourselves in unfamiliar
territory for awhile, we look up to see that we are back to where we were
previously. And this kind of spiritual circling has a way of stealing our joy and
leading us into spiritual frustration.

Perhaps this is even more true in our lives as we continue to emerge from the
pandemic restrictions that have defined so much of our lives over the last two
years. Not only have we yo-yo’d between ever-changing social mandates, but the
same has been true for our spiritual growth: some moments of isolation have
intensified our awareness of God’s presence in our lives, whereas other moments
have caused us to wonder if God is near us at all. We go through seasons of
connecting with our family of faith each week, either online or on campus or in
small groups, only to go through other seasons of snoozing through our alarm or
making yet another early brunch reservation. Perhaps for some of us recently,
our spiritual formation has been in as much disarray as our social formation.

Now, more than ever in recent history, we are being given an opportunity to
reassess the priority our spiritual growth and spiritual community hold in our
lives. Do we want to return to the same habits and practices we had before the
pandemic? Perhaps we do! Or perhaps the pandemic and the various turns we
have experienced in our lives since have caused us to question things. Is
everything we believe still as relevant as it was before the pandemic began? Are
there things that used to feel like a big deal to us that now feel inconsequential,
or visa versa? This May, we are beginning a new sermon series in the Book of
Galatians that has us asking these very questions. We hope you'll join us and 
 together pause, reassess, and open ourselves to the areas of our spiritual life
that are rerouting. 
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REROUTING
BY REV. JESSICA VAUGHAN LOWER

“Though the Lord may give you the bread of adversity and the water of affliction,
yet your teacher will not hide himself any more, but your eyes shall see your
Teacher. And when you turn to the right or when you turn to the left, your ears shall
hear a word behind you, saying, ‘This is the way; walk in it.’”         - Isaiah 30: 20-21

“‘You have circled this mountain long enough. Now turn north.’”- Deuteronomy 2:3
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UPCOMING: 

Explore the role that emotions play when interacting with other people. Your
EQ (Emotional Intelligence) is your ability to recognize and understand
emotions and your skill at using this awareness to manage yourself and your
relationship with others. Those who are able to increase their EQ have a
distinct advantage both professionally and personally in a number of areas
including self-awareness, self-management, social awareness, and
relationship management. Please buy your book (“Emotional Intelligence 2.0”
by Travis Bradberry) now and bring it to the workshop. Books are also
available for purchase in the Church Office. Register online via the link in our
weekly emails or email SMCC@smccpby.com for more information. 

EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE WORKSHOP 
4:00 - 6:00 P.M. | FELLOWSHIP HALL

5/15
and 

5/22

Contributors to the Foundation's annual Legacy Campaign, and members of
the Cornerstone Society, are  invited to a special piano concert featuring Dr.
Peter Green, Lisa Edwards, and other artists playing our NEW grand piano!
Hors d'oeuvres reception to follow in the Courtyard. To donate to the 2022
Legacy Campaign and attend the concert, return your response card or give
online at www.smccpby.com/give. 

"GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS" LEGACY CONCERT5/15

WORSHIP: MOTHER'S DAY AT SMCC5/8

WORSHIP: NEW SERMON SERIES - "RECALIBRATING"5/1 
through

6/5

WORSHIP: "SINNERS & SAINTS" SUMMER SERMON SERIES &
BOOK STUDY 

6/12 
through

8/28

SAVE THE DATE: BLOOD DRIVE
1:00 - 7:00 P.M. | SMCC CHURCH LOUNGE

6/13 
and

6/14

Join SMCC in celebrating mothers with flowers in both services and
opportunities to sponsor Mother's Day meals at Union Station Homeless
Services. For information about meals, see page 7. All women will receive a
flower at worship.

We are emerging into a different world. What kind of faith do we need for this
new journey? Join us as we look to the book of Galatians as our guide in this
new series.

Join us for this summer sermon series as we explore some of the Biblical
characters whose lives were transformed by their interactions with Jesus.
Supplement your experience by gathering some friends and participating in
our book study, "Vintage Saints & Sinners: 25 Christians Who Transformed My
Faith" by Karen Wright Marsh! 

Mark your calendar to participate in our blood drive with the American Red
Cross. Please make an appointment at RedCrossBlood.org and enter code
"SMCC." 

WORSHIP & EVENTS



Contact NMacmillan@smccpby.com (Children) or NDay@smccpby.com (Youth) to start the conversation.

Special Guest Speaker: The Voice of Miraculous Ladybug's Chloe Bourgeois! | Saturday, June 11 | 1:30 P.M. | Fellowship Hall
Meet the voice behind Chloe Bourgeois from the animated show Miraculous Ladybug! Join Children's Ministry Director Mrs.
Natalie and guest speaker Selah Victor (the voice of Chloe Bourgeois) for an interview and Q&A about Miraculous Ladybug,
Selah’s faith in Jesus, and how the two have intertwined. Selah will be available for meet and greets and photo ops afterwards.
Particularly appropriate for ages 5 and up! Contact NMacMillan@smccpby.com with questions.

VBS 2022: TREASURED! | Monday, August 1 – Thursday, August 4  | 9:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.
Save the dates for Treasured VBS! Incoming 1st through 5th graders are invited to embark on an epic quest through hidden
ruins, ancient caves, and dense jungles.  They’ll discover God’s greatest treasure isn’t diamonds, gems, or gold - it’s them. VBS
sign-up link: https://tinyurl.com/SMCCVBS2022   |  Leader link: https://tinyurl.com/SMCCVBS2022Leader   

Children’s Spiritual Formation - Offered at both the 9:00  and 10:00 A.M. services for kids 1st-5th grade. Childcare for Kinder-
and-under is also offered between 8:30  - 11:00 A.M. for those attending services.

Children & Youth Ministries Annual Brunch 
Sunday, May 15 | 11:15 A.M. | Fellowship Hall
As we come back from the pandemic, we have a unique
opportunity to build a team who can love our kids and youth in
the way they need right now. Join us for food, fellowship,
celebration of past leaders, and to learn about our vision and
hopes for the future. Can’t make it, but want to learn more? 

BY NATALIE MACMILLAN 

CALLING YOUR INNER
CHILD!
When you think back to your childhood, can you think of somebody who reflected God’s love
back to you? A person who really connected with you, knew you and loved you? It has been a
deeply challenging couple of years. We have borne the weight of many troubles and our
children have too. My hope is that, as we journey through this season of new beginnings and
recalibration, we can find new ways to enjoy the little ones in our community. 

When I started Fro-Yo Fridays, I was craving more time with “my” kids. I wanted to spend
quality time with them. I wanted them to feel seen and known. I wanted a chance to foster
connections. I have already found these small moments have brought great joy. On the
surface, they may seem like chit-chat over fro-yo, but they represent so much more.  I have a
shared history with these kids. I rescued one girl from being stuck in the crevice of a plastic
chair when she was a second grader; now she’s a confident fifth grader, helping to shepherd
our younger crowd. Yet another child I remember meeting for the first time when he peeked
his head shyly around the door frame in one of our classrooms. Now this fifth grader and I
talked about friendship, Easter memories, and the impending experience of middle school. 

With summer only a month away, I find myself looking for people ready to connect with the
children of our community. If you are looking for ways to serve or if you have ever wondered
about getting involved with our incredible kids, reach out to me! There are opportunities at
both the 9:00 A.M. and 10 A.M. services. If you are hesitant about teaching, there’s a place for
you, too! Maybe you are a guide for a smaller crew, maybe you’re an enthusiastic back-up
dancer during VBS. You (and your inner child) are welcome no matter what you have to offer.
Join us on May 15th for our Annual Children and Youth Ministries Brunch to learn more.

UPCOMING CHILDREN'S
OPPORTUNITIES

mailto:nmacmillan@smccpby.com
mailto:nday@smccpby.com
https://tinyurl.com/SMCCVBS2022
https://tinyurl.com/SMCCVBS2022Leader


BY SUSAN STARK

In the last several weeks I have noticed that kids are significantly busier during spring, as compared to summer and
fall. Their days are filled with school, sports, clubs, competitions, college interviews/visits, and a little adrenaline to
get that final push to the end of the school year. Understandably, students and parents have limited schedules and
are only taking the time to fit in things that they value.

Since the beginning of Lent at Youth Group, we have been trying to go out of our comfort zone and take action in our
faith, just to see what God can do. Students have been encouraged to do random acts of kindness, to say hello to
people by name, and to go out of their way to invite someone to be part of their friend group. These simple yet
meaningful practices are meant for students to experience how they can reflect who Jesus is in their everyday lives,
and understand that they can contribute to something much bigger than themselves.

Ever since I began to work in youth ministry, I have wanted students to see faith as something that is valuable and
worth their time. Following Jesus is not meant to be passive, but instead active, so that we are constantly seeking
ways to learn more and be more like him. If you value your grades in school, you are going to take the time to learn
more and study in order to get the best results, but that is not something we do 1-2 days a week. We spend hours
preparing, investing, learning, asking questions, and taking action to get the best grade possible because we value it.
Our faith should be getting the same attention.

One of the best opportunities for students to experience the value of faith is attending summer camp. Yes, camp is
filled with fun shared experiences, but the heart of it all has to do with Jesus. Whether they go with friends or not,
this is a unique experience that is guaranteed to help develop deep relationships with others who also value faith.
Throughout the week, students will not just learn about who Jesus is, but why he is so significant. And their lives are
changed. They will gain tools to help guide them to live a life in which faith is valuable. They will be confident in the
reality that they were created to be loved and make a difference in people’s lives. Faith will become something that
they desire to practice everyday, and because it is something they value they will make the time to fit it into their
schedule with ease. Jesus is already waiting to be part of their lives, and we could all be better at embracing that!

If you are a parent and you want your kid to see faith as valuable, I highly encourage you to consider what it would
look like to send your kid to camp this summer. It is an incredible opportunity for students to learn, embrace, and
value who Jesus is. I feel honored to see the beginnings of students valuing faith, and I hope I can continue to see that
happen this summer!

SEEING FAITH ASSEEING FAITH AS
VALUABLEVALUABLE

BY NATALIE DAY 

Youth Group Summer Camp

MIDDLE SCHOOL
MIX  JUNE 27-30

HIGH SCHOOL
MOVE JULY 11-15 5

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL:
WWW.TINYURL.COM/BROADCASTMIDDLE

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: JUNE 1
 

HIGH SCHOOL:
WWW.TINYURL.COM/BROADCASTHIGH

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: JUNE 15
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COMINGS & GOINGS

The San Marino Community Church Nursery School bids farewell to  Rita Brown and Kim Talbot at
the end of this academic year. Mrs. Brown has been serving at San Marino Community Church
Nursery School for the last 41 years, since 1980. She has been an excellent teacher, friend, and leader
to many. We are constantly impressed by her work, charisma, and dedication. Mrs. Talbot has been
humbly serving at San Marino Community Church Nursery School for the last 34 years, since 1987.
She has become a mentor and a role model for many teachers. We are beyond thankful and grateful
for the years of excellent and dedicated work they have each poured into our community and school,
and it pains us to see them leave. However, we are so excited to see what the Lord has planned for
each of their lives, and we know he will do marvelous things through them and for them. 

Christy Seidel retired from her role as Memorial Service Coordinator in late 2021. For over 15 years
Christy has helped grieving families as they prepare for saying farewell to loved ones. Previously she
had served as one of the church's wedding coordinators. Christy was celebrated with a lunch with
the church staff on November 29, 2021.

Jan Starnes and Carmen Valdes have also reluctantly retired from their roles as Wedding
Coordinators due to out-of-state moves. Jan will be joining family in Texas and Carmen will be
moving to Colorado. Both women have ably assisted bridal parties prepare and celebrate weddings
at SMCC for a good part of the past several decades.

Rev. Dr. Marilyn Manning retires this month as SMCC's Parish Associate Pastor, a role she has held
since January 2015. Previously Marilyn had a long and rich ministry, serving as an Associate Pastor 
 for congregations in Paradise Valley, AZ, Bloomfield Hills, MI,  Wilmington, DE, and as Solo Pastor at
at Salem Presbyterian Church in Richmond, VA. A love gift will be collected in her honor. Members
and friends may contribute to Marilyn directly (a card can be left for her in the church office) or gifts
may be given through the church (with tax implications for Marilyn). Please indicate "Marilyn Love
Gift." Contact Business Manager Skip Ober Miller at SkipOM@smccpby.com or call 626/ 282-4182 for
more information.    Join the church family in celebrating Marilyn's ministry in the Courtyard
between services on Sunday, May 1. Cake will be served.

Hailey Horne recently accepted the position of Administrative Assistant for Communications &
Development and began on March 30. She  was born and raised in La Cañada Flintridge and attended
La Cañada Presbyterian Church as a youth, where her mother was a Parent Education Teacher. She
graduated from Westmost College in 2012 with a Bachelor’s degree in English. Most recently she
worked at Descanso Gardens for over five years as the Assistant Manager for Special Events.  In
addition to producing the materials for their special event rentals and overseeing scheduling, she
coordinated hundreds of weddings, parties, memorials, and fundraisers – even working with our
very own Monte Vista Grove Homes! She is creative and organized, and has a joyful and hardworking
presence in our office already. She can be reached at HHorne@smccpby.com or 626/514-1144.

STAFF CHANGES AT SMCC
Goings: Farewell to the SMCC Nursery's School's Mrs. Brown & Mrs. Talbot, Memorial Coordinator Christy
Seidel, Wedding Coordinators Jan Starnes & Carmen Valdes, & Parish Associate Pastor Rev. Dr. Marilyn
Manning

Comings: Welcome to Hailey Horne!



March 26 Union Rescue Mission Collection Day a Success!
SMCC recently held a URM Collection Day of clothing, furniture, and other

household items. The local community was more than happy to participate,
dropping off a record-breaking quantity of great donations for those in need.
Needless to say, the URM truck was full to the brim. Thank you for all for your

generous donations!
 

Monte Vista Grove Homes Store Re-Opens
First Saturdays | 9:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M.

Third Wednesdays | 1:30 P.M. to 4:00 P.M. 
2889 San Pasqual St, Pasadena, CA 91107, Unit C57

SMCC Mission Partner Monte Vista Grove Homes has reopened the MVGH Stores
which feature gently use books, DVDs, china, linens, plants, and many more

items. Discover treasures and support the Health Center/Hearth Auxiliary. As a
Senior Living Community, Covid protocols include temperature-taking, masks,

and checking vaccination cards.
 

Sponsor Mother's Day Meals at Union Station
Looking for the perfect gift for that special woman in your life? SMCC partners
with Union Station Homeless Services to provide hot meals for its residents on
the second Sunday of each month. For as little as $5/meal, give the gift of hope

in honor of your mother or someone equally as special! It's the perfect
alternative to "store-bought" gifts and buys dinner for someone who needs a

meal. Visit www.smccpby.com/give,  click on "Other Giving Opportunities," and
make a donation of any amount. Contributions by check or Venmo (@smccpby
#6741) are also welcome - simply indicate "Union Station" on your gift. If you'd
like a printable gift card to tell someone  a gift of hope has been given in their

honor, simply email HHorne@smccpby.com and one will be sent to you!  
 

NEWS & NOTES
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The Foundation of San Marino Community Church is in the midst of its 2022 Legacy Campaign from April 24-May 8.
This is a time for the church to give generously toward important initiatives that ensure SMCC will be a place of
community and belonging for generations to come.  Our theme this year, "Looking In, Reaching Out," was chosen
because we believe  our investments for the future are most powerful when they enable to us to reach our community
in tangible ways. As we plan for the future, we have identified three funds that work powerfully together in this way:
The Facilities/Campus Care Fund, Strategic Initiatives Fund, and the Mission Grants Fund.

As an expression of our gratitude, all who contribute to this year's Campaigns will receive an invitation to, "Great is
Thy  Faithfulness," a special concert featuring our new grand piano on Sunday, May 15 followed by hors d'oeuvres in
the Courtyard. Cornerstone Society members have also been invited. You can give online at www.smccpby.com/give
and will receive a registration link for the concert. We hope that you will prayerfully consider a contributions to these
important funds that serve our congregation and enable us to reach the community for the future!

LOOKING IN,
REACHING OUT

BY VICTORIA SMITH


