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The Lenten Season is a season of humility. Historically, the church reads through the Book of Joel, setting aside 40 days out
of the year to practice humility both when we are in worship, and when we are not, responding to God’s voice through
scripture that says, “‘Even now,’ declares the Lord, ‘return to me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping and
mourning.’ Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and compassionate,
slow to anger and abounding in love and he relents from sending calamity. Who knows? God may turn and relent and leave
behind a blessing.”

Practicing humility is one of the most pious-sounding activities the church does in the liturgical year. We can find time for
reflection in other aspects of our society, like the church does for the four weeks of Advent. And we can find great
celebrations in our society, like the church does for Easter or Christmas. And the world understands what it means to live
in ‘ordinary time,’ as we do in the church. But nowhere else in society do we experience a time of centering on humility, as
Lent does for people of faith. 

Perhaps that is because no one likes to do it. We all like to be near a humble person, but we don’t like to be the humble
person. That’s because humility is hard — rending a heart sounds like it hurts. And who wants to voluntarily sign up to
endure pain? I recall reading a quote from author Nadia Bolz-Weber who said that she never prays for patience or humility,
because praying for humility or patience guarantees that God is going to put her in a situation that is humbling to her ego
and tries her patience. We might like the idea of humility to the point that we want to emulate it in our lives, but we do not
like the kind of situations that build humility within our hearts. 

It might be that this is particularly true in American society, where we act assuredly to assert our rights and our freedoms
from both minor and major threats—the antithesis of humility. It’s a hard pill to swallow. The national culture we live in
values fighting to maintain what we believe to be rightfully ours – at any cost to ourselves or others. Yet the Kingdom of
God values giving someone our shirt when they steal our coat, and turning the other cheek when we are slapped in the
face. The two values are in opposition to one another. So which one will we choose to value the most?

Our answer to that question is not a minor one. The stakes are high for Christians. Humility is central to the concept of
love, to the concept of sacrifice, to the concept of forgiveness and healing. The work of the Cross was an act of humility. If
we don’t understand humility and work to practice it authentically, then we are not just bypassing an unpleasant practice
within our faith, we’re bypassing our faith entirely.

As we begin Lent on March 2, I invite you to join me in sitting with the uncomfortable role that humility plays in our
Christian life. Perhaps we can even consider praying that dangerous prayer together this year: that God will teach us
humility in this season of Lent, and that we might experience the unexpected blessing humility will bring into our lives. 

Warmly,
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A PRAYER FOR

HUMILITY
BY REV. JESSICA VAUGHAN LOWER

“Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that God may lift you up in due time.” - 1 Peter 5:6
 

“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, 
to set the oppressed free and break every yoke?” - Isaiah 58:6

 

“My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When can I go and meet with God?” - Psalm 42:2



HEALING AT THE WALL
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If you walked by San Marino Community Church
between January 23 – February 6, you noticed a wall of
cinderblocks on a table, set up in the middle of the
courtyard, with paper and pencils nearby. This was our
own community "Wailing Wall." All were welcome to
participate, and this is indeed what we saw: children,
youth, and adults of all ages — both from our church
community and beyond — were  were drawn to the Wall,
a place where they could bring their honesty and grief
to God. And surely God met us there – some people had
their own private prayerful moments, and some people
found themselves connecting with others at the Wall,
going quickly into depth with each other after just being
invited into depth with God.

After the Wall was taken down, the many prayers left
there were gathered by our church leadership. As
promised, all prayers remained unread, but as the
leadership ceremoniously burned them, they prayed
over every one.

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation will be
held Sunday, March 6, 2022 at 11:00 A.M., both in
person in Fellowship Hall and  via Zoom webinar.
The meeting follows a 10:00 A.M. joint worship
service in the Sanctuary.

At the meeting we will vote to elect the 2022
Officer Nominating Committee, recognize  those
who have joined the “Church Immortal” in the
past year, offer a report on the 2021 and 2022
church budgets, and celebrate the year in review. 

Please register to attend at
www.tinyurl.com/AMSMCC2022. In order to
establish quorum (114 minimum), please include
the names of up to three members who will be
attending and voting in each registration. For
more information, email  SMCC@smccpby.com. 

The 2021 Annual Report will be available for
download at www.smccpby.com/about/news by
February 27.  A limited number of printed copies
will be available in the Church Office starting the
same day. [Due to the uncertainties of pandemic
protocols, we will forgo the usual brunch this
year.) We look forward to celebrating with you! 

mailto:smcc@smccpby.com


GOSSIPING THE
GOSPEL

Why do we sometimes repeat the Apostles Creed in our worship services? The word “creed” comes from the Latin
credo, which means “I believe.”  What do you believe?

While we believe the Bible is our final source of authority, Reformed [Presbyterian] Christians have confessed their
faith in relation to specific issues and problems.   

Across the centuries, Christians have memorized question and answer one from the Heidelberg Catechism.
Q. What is your only comfort in life and in death?
A. That I am not my own, but belong--body and soul, in life and in death--to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Schedule
Week 1: Early Church: Apostles Creed; Nicene Creed
Week 2: Reformation: Heidelberg Catechism
Week 3: Nazi Germany: Barmen Declaration
Week 4: United States: Confession of 1967
Week 5: South Africa: Confession of Belhar
Week 6: Conclusions: Discussions of Personal Confessions of Faith

To sign up, email SMCC@smccpby.com.
Note: The final class on April 10, Palm Sunday, will meet at 11:30 A.M. in Fellowship Hall. Brunch will be included.

NEW LENTEN CLASS:  CONFESSING OUR FAITH TODAY
SUNDAYS |  MARCH 6-APRIL 10 

4 :00 P.M.  -  6 :00 P.M.  |  FELLOWSHIP HALL
BY DR. RON WHITE, SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE
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ON THE SHELF
In light of the upcoming "Gossiping the Gospel" class taught by Dr. Ron White, enjoy these resources from our Church
Library on many of the Church's great creeds.
 

An Introduction to the Great Creeds of the Church by Paul T. Fuhrmann
“Our English word “creed” comes from the Latin verb credo…[which means] “I place confidence in; I rely upon. (p. 11).”
Presbyterian Creeds: A Guide to the Book of Confessions by Jack Rogers
    The Nicene Creed, 4th Century A.D.
The Roman Emperor Constantine the Great ordered the Nicene Creed to be created in the 4th century A.D. He thought,
“…a unified empire demanded a unified church (p. 40).”  The original Nicene Creed was first adopted at the First Council
of Nicaea, which opened on June 19, 325 A.D.   The Nicene Creed is the statement of belief of mainstream Christianity for
the Catholic and Protestant Churches.  It states, “We believe in one God…” 
   The Apostles’ Creed, 2nd -9th Centuries A.D.
The Apostles’ Creed “is the most widely used confessional statement in the Western Church…It is used in worship more
often than any other creedal formula (p. 57)... The three ecumenical creeds, the Nicene, The Athanasian…and the
Apostles’, provided a link between the Protestant Reformation and the early Church (p. 57)... From…[Martin] Luther…to
John Calvin, the basic structure [of their writings] was an explanation of the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the
Ten Commandments (p. 57).”  Holy Roman Emperor Charlemagne wanted all to know by heart the Apostles’ Creed in
order to unite Western Europe.  Also, he wanted to raise the educational level of priests.  It begins, “I believe in God, the
Father almighty…”      
   The Scots Confession, 1560 A.D.
“The Scots Confession is the first Reformed confession in the English language (p. 79).”  John Knox and five other
leaders of the Protestant Reformation in Scotland wrote it.  It states, “We…acknowledge one only God, to whom only we
must cleave…”
   The Confession of 1967
“To members...of the Presbyterian Church…[the Confession of 1967] is perhaps the best known and most widely used (p.
202).”   “The Book of Confessions, of which the Confession of 1967 was a part, included the ancient Nicene and Apostles’
creeds… [and] the Scots Confession…(p. 204).” The Confession of 1967 was a response to the Vietnam War, the Civil
Rights Movement and the Women’s Movement.  Inclusive language was used.   The text of the Confession of 1967 reads,
“The risen Christ is the savior of all people…Wise and virtuous men and women through the ages have sought the
highest good in devotion to freedom, justice, peace, truth, and beauty.”  I hope this look at these Presbyterian Creeds
will shed some light on their context.

BY CAROL CLEEK RUSH, LIBRARIAN



EASTER FLOWER
FUND
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 Adults and children are invited to fill “fish banks” to support the offering. SMCC will join in One Great Hour of Sharing
on Palm Sunday, April 10 when the offering is received in churches nation-wide. 

Children are invited to use the sharing calendar to learn about different needs in the world, and to give a gift as they
pray each day. Some examples are, “After a storm, food is something we can be thankful for. Give a gift for every meal
you ate today.” “Pets are impacted by disasters as well. Give a gift for every pet in your home.” “Electricity is usually
the first utility that is lost. Give one gift for every electrical outlet in the room you are currently in.” Learn more at
www.presbyterianmission.org/oghs.

SMCC’s Lenten offering supports
One Great Hour of Sharing. Every
gift meets the needs of people by
sharing the good news of the
gospel, feeding those who are
hungry through the ministry of
Presbyterian Hunger Program,
those who are suffering from
disaster through the ministry of
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance,
and those who are dealing with
oppression in society through the
ministry of Self-Development of
People. 

Help decorate the Sanctuary for Easter with a
contribution toward lilies and other flowers for
Easter Sunday, palms for Palm Sunday, and
flowers for the Easter flower cross.
Contributions may be made in honor or memory
of a loved one and will be recognized in the
Easter Bulletin. Contributions must be received
by Monday, April 4 to be included in the Easter
bulletin. 

Flower donation $___________________________________   Envelope # ___________________________________________ 

Provided by ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In honor of  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In memory of __________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please return this form with your check to “SMCC” by Monday, April 4, 2022. 

Donations can also be made online at
www.tinyurl.com/EasterFlowers2022 or by

submitting the form below.

http://www.presbyterianmission.org/oghs
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Children’s Spiritual Formation
CSF is offered at both the 9:00 A.M. and 10:00 A.M. Sunday services for kids kindergarten-5th grade. Childcare for
kindergarten-and-under is also offered between 8:30 A.M. - 11:00 A.M. for those attending services. 

American Girls & Tree Climbers 
Elementary small groups for first through fifth grades meet to connect in fellowship, faith, and fun! Join us the
second and  fourth Wednesdays of each month, after school till 4:45 P.M. Our spring semester is in full swing, but
children are welcome to sign up anytime! To register, visit: http://www.tinyurl.com/Spring2022AGTC.

One Great Hour of Sharing: Ash Wednesday, March 2 through Palm Sunday, April 10 
One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) is a wonderful opportunity for kids to learn about and care for others. During six
weeks of Lent, they collect funds in their fish banks, and then on April 10 SMCC will “catch” and distribute the
collections for disaster relief, refugee assistance, and worldwide development aid. Fish Banks and a calendar of brief,
daily activities to guide children in their giving can be picked up at the Children’s Welcome Table or at the Church
Office beginning Ash Wednesday, March 2. Be sure to bring full fish banks for this special offering during the worship
services on Palm Sunday, April 10!

SAVE THE DATE: "Treasured" Vacation Bible School
Who doesn’t need to hear that they are treasured by God? It is the central reality of our faith, and yet it is a reality we
often struggle to fully embrace or believe. But the truth is that we have a God of lavish grace who loves us, cherishes
us, and treasures us. This summer at VBS, our hope is that our kids will experience and understand they are
treasured by God, and treasured by us! Mark your calendars for VBS 2022, Monday, August 1 through Thursday,
August 4 from 9:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M. Incoming first through fifth graders are invited to embark on an epic quest for
treasure through hidden ruins, ancient caves, and dense jungles. Kids will dig into action-packed, faith-filled
adventures, and soon discover that God’s greatest treasure isn’t diamonds, gems, or gold: It’s they who are the
treasure!

Registration link coming this spring! For more information about attending or volunteering contact
NMacmillan@smccpby.com.

On the weekend of Epiphany (January 6), and as Omicron surged, our older children met together on Zoom. During
Epiphany we celebrate God’s “self-revelation to the world in Jesus Christ,” as witnessed by the Magi from the East
who came to worship the Christ Child. A common church tradition is to give out Epiphany stars, written with word
such as “patience” – something we can reflect on as we consider how God might be speaking to us throughout the
year. Along with the larger church, our attending children received their own Epiphany star word. During the coming
year, we will occasionally check in about our words and explore what God has revealed to us so far! 
Would you like your child to receive their Epiphany star word? It’s not too late! I will select a star word at random (my
eyes will be closed!) and email it with instructions. Please contact me at NMacmillan@smccpby.com.

EPIPHANY STARS:
CHILDREN'S MINISTRIES

UPCOMING CHILDREN'S OPPORTUNITIES

BY NATALIE MACMILLAN 

mailto:nmacmillan@smccpby.com


We had to put a pause on youth group for a couple weeks as the Omicron variant went wild among schools and
homes. It was a lonely two weeks as we tried to figure out how to spend our time on Wednesday nights without
meeting in person, but we made it!

We met outside in the Courtyard, adapting how we go about Youth Group and the time we put into preparing. While I
am typically able to set everything up on my own, this time around was not as simple. Meeting outside means that
tables, chairs, water, heat lamps, and trash bins need to be carefully set up before and kindly put away after. We also
added a new game (Nine Square) that was not a one-man prep job. I knew that if these few weeks were going to be a
success, I was going to need some extra help.

One of the things I love about our students is that when you invite them to participate in serving, they show up. Each
week I had at least four other students come early to help get things ready and stay late to help tear down. Two of our
leaders, Ryan Duff and Jim Cronk, stayed a little longer each night to help put things away without being asked. Our
youth group would not run as smoothly if it were not for the students and leaders who so generously gave their time
and energy to make things happen.

If you had joined Youth Group at the beginning of the year, you may remember that we handed out ‘star words’ for
people to hold close in 2022. This year, my star word is "consistency." Already this  year, I'm excited to see
consistency emerging in the new small groups that have been established as they meet each week to connect with
each other in new ways. Our four groups (6th graders, 7th & 8th graders, high school freshmen, and high school
sophomore/juniors/seniors) take 30 minutes to reflect on the message, then talk about how they can take it on the
rest of their week. In these groups our leaders lead discussion on how we see God in our lives, how we treat other
people, and different ways to navigate our emotions. Naturally we end up covering a variety of personal topics as
well, but my goal is that each week we have at least one deep, meaningful conversation that brings us joy.

Here at The Table Youth Group, we are striving to create an environment that is inclusive and values each person who
walks in the door, no matter what. Over the last few weeks, we have had five new students join us! I am excited to see
our students embrace the meaning of calling youth group The Table, as they welcome their friends and new faces
with a deep desire to make them feel comfortable. I hope that you will join me in prayer as we step into these
consistent small groups, welcome new faces, and embrace the friendships that have been created. 

ADAPTING & REACTING
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BY NATALIE DAY 

UPCOMING YOUTH OPPORTUNITIES
THURSDAY HOMEWORK HANG OUTS
Thursdays in March & April
3:30 P.M. - 4:30P.M. | San Marino Cafe
Free wifi and outdoor seating available!

ASSEMBLING LOVE KITS
Sunday, March 6
3:00 P.M. - 5:00 P.M. | Westminster Hall

GAME NIGHT
Sunday, March 27
7:00 P.M. - 9:00 P.M. | Fellowship Hall

SAVE THE DATE: Summer Camp with Christ in Youth!
Middle School Camp - MIX
June 27-30 | Biola University
High School Camp - MOVE
July 11-15 | Biola University
To sign up for updates,  email NDay@smccpby.com.



 Mission/Outreach's Love Kits Project a Success!
The Valentine's Day "Gifts from the Heart" project was a great success with over

$2,200 collected. These funds will pay for Love Kits (a bag with toiletries, snacks and
other items) which will be distributed by SMCC mission partners to those in need

around the greater community. Thank you, Mission/Outreach Committee!
 

Circle of Women Returns March 1!
Tuesdays | 9:00 A.M. | Church Lounge

Ready for some fellowship and Bible study with other church women? 
Join Circle of Women! On Tuesday, March 1, we will begin a 

video/book series called Sermon on the Mount by Jen Wilkin. 
You do not need to purchase the book to participate, and all ages are welcome.

Questions? Email CircleOfWomen@smccpby.com. 
If you need childcare, call Julie Barbour [626/833-5061] 

or Michele Carter [626/379-3614]. 
 

Daylight Saving Time begins Sunday, March 13 
Be sure to “Spring Forward” one hour on Saturday night/Sunday morning! 

 

New Member/Inquirers Class
Save the Date: Sunday, March 20 | 11:30 A.M. - 1:30 P.M.

Interested in joining the church? Would you like to learn more about San Marino
Community Church and its ministries? Then the new member class is for you! Our

class provides an opportunity to get acquainted, ask questions, and learn 
more about our church, our Presbyterian heritage, and our mission. 

We receive new members by profession of faith upon baptism, 
reaffirmation of faith, or letter of transfer from another church. 

If you are interested in becoming a member, please call the Church Office at 
626/282-4181, email Rev. Jessica Vaughan Lower at JVL@smccpby.com, or register

online at: www.smccpby.com/connect/membership.
 

Union Rescue Mission Collection Day
Saturday, March 26 | 9:30-11:30 A.M. | In front of SMCC

Planning to do some spring cleaning? You and your friends  and neighbors are
invited to donate your unwanted items to Union Rescue Mission, a mission partner

of SMCC.
URM welcomes: Clean gently-used clothing of all sizes, furniture household items &

home décor (excluding mattresses), bedding & plants, dishes & kitchen items, and
most electronic items in working condition (excluding TVs). Donations will be used

for unhoused and lower-income clients and/or to stock URM’s Thrift Store.
All donations should be boxed or bagged. If unable to deliver your items on 

March 26, early drop off is available at the Church Office on 
Thursday, March 24 and Friday, March 25 from 9:00 A.M.  – 3:00 P.M.
Contact SMCC@smccpby.com or 626/282-4185 for more information.

 

Shredding Truck Comes to SMCC 
Saturday, April 9 | 9:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.  | In front of SMCC

SMCC’s Buildings & Grounds Committee has invited JP Shredding of Azusa to provide
on-site shredding. Members and friends may bring boxes of shred-able materials.

(Contributions are welcome to offset the costs.) Shredding may also be delivered
ahead of time to the church office on Thursday, April 7 or Friday, April 8 from 9:00

A.M. – 4:00 P.M. for secure storage in the Business Manager’s office. 
Contact Skip Ober Miller at SkipOM@smccpby.com or 626/282-4185.. 
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NEWS & NOTES
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