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Living into our transitions 
So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer 
nature is wasting away, our inner nature 
is being renewed day by day. For this slight 
momentary affliction is preparing us for an 
eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, 
because we look not at what can be seen but at 
what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is 
temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.

  – 2 Corinthians 4: 16-18

The current pandemic has become a 
central character in our lives, providing 
us with a setting and an atmosphere that 
we still cannot avoid. Just like New York 
City inherently shapes the story line of 
the television show “Law & Order,” or 
agriculture inherently shape the works 
of John Steinbeck or Wendell Berry, this 
pandemic has been inherently shaping us 
as our constant companion. Seats that were 
once filled by friends and family around 
the dinner table are still occupied by the 
emptiness of the pandemic. The distance 
between one another that we used to close 
with handshakes and hugs is still dictated 
to remain at a six-foot gap. The smiles and 
expressions of friends and strangers alike are 
still covered by the masks of the pandemic. 
When we closed the church facility a year 
ago on March 15, we could not imagine 
what it would feel like for this temporary 
intruder to become a live-in house guest. 

Now we know.

As vaccines continue to increase and the 
infection numbers continue to drop in 
our county, we will slowly begin to emerge 
from this pandemic setting into a new 
setting – one that will not feel wholly 

unfamiliar nor familiar. We anticipate that 
we will start gathering together again in 
some form beginning in the late spring 
or summer, but we will be missing some 
familiar faces as rev. Jeff o’grady retires 
in April, followed by rev. Jan Cook 
retiring at the end of May. In February, our 
Director of the SMCC Nursery School, 
Jane Walker, chose to step down from her 
position in order to care for the increasing 
needs of her family. In the middle of this 
month, Director of Children’s Ministries 
natalie MacMillan will begin two months 
of maternity leave. As we slowly re-gather, 
we will be missing the faces of the several 
families and members who have moved out 
of city or out of state, as well as the faces 
of those whom we have lost to COVID-19 
and other illness. The landscape we will 
return to will be familiar, but changed.

However, as we begin to gather with 
more regularity, we will meet some new 
faces at the same time that we are saying 
farewell to others. Assistant Director to 
the Nursery School, nicole Costanzo, 
quickly stepped in as the Interim Director 
for the Nursery School, and the Personnel 
Committee and Nursery School Board 
have gathered a search committee to find 
the next permanent director. At the time 
I am writing this, a separate committee 
established with the task of hiring a 
Director for Youth is in its final days of 
finding a new, full time person, which 
comes just in time for rev. Becca Bateman 
to switch her emphasis from youth ministry 
(where she has been the primary leader 



 

to questions like “What are you afraid we 
have lost and will not get back?,” “What 
are you hoping to see the church do that 
you haven’t yet seen?” and “What kind of 
Christians does SMCC want to send out 
into the world?” We will also be engaging 
in a Mission study later this spring, re-
evaluating our surrounding community and 
demographics, and considering our vision 
and mission as we go forward into this 
familiar, yet unfamiliar, landscape. After 
this past year, characterized by distance, I 
can not wait to begin to connect with each 
of you and for us to listen together to the 
Spirit’s calling.

As we approach both pastoral transitions 
and pandemic-related transitions, we 
find ourselves in a season where much of 
what we see is temporary, but we cannot 
lose sight of the eternal goal that is the 
foundation of our community. I invite 
you to continue to keep pace together 
with me as we steadily move into what 
is coming next, even as each step is only 
clearly revealed by our walking. And if 
you would like to meet with me, to share 
with me some of your story, or assist in 
gathering a listening session of your friends 
or pewmates, please reach out to me and 
let me know. I am looking forward to 
discovering what lies ahead, and I am so 
grateful to be with each of you in this 
adventure. 

Warmly

Jessica

since October) over to children’s ministry 
as Natalie prepares to welcome her first 
child. Starting in May, the rev. Dr. tom 
tewell and the rev. Dr. tom Erickson 
will be joining me in the pulpits as our 
“preachers in residence” while we navigate 
several transitional steps over the next few 
months to welcome worshippers back 
into concurrent services held in the newly 
upgraded Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall. 
With each challenge and change we have 
encountered, we have also encountered 
the faithfulness of the Spirit, who has 
continued to stir our hearts with hope, 
creativity, and anticipation.

As we seek to remain nimble and wise 
in the months to come, we will also be 
entering a season of listening to one 
another and to our community. Starting 
this month, I will be asking to meet with 
you – individually and in small groups – 
so that I can begin to get to know many 
of you better. In addition to hearing your 
stories, I also want to hear your answers 
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Saints Triumphant
The following members of the church family have died in the past few months.

December 3, 2020: George Cassat January 22, 2021: Nora Movel*
December 28, 2020: Gordon Weaver  January 22, 2021: Barbara Campbell
December 31,2020: Suzy Crowell February 11, 2021: Ann Kingstrom
January 8, 2021 Dorothea Zinn February 13, 2021: Bob Warren

  * nonmember

2020 annual report
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Legacy Campaign to Honor the o’gradys
The Foundation of San Marino Community Church will launch our annual Legacy 
Campaign on April 18, which continues through May 2. The campaign will coincide with 
the retirement celebrations for Rev. Jeff and Lynn O’Grady. This year’s theme, Strength for 
Today, Hope for Tomorrow, invites us to join in a celebration of God’s faithfulness. We 
will reflect on our rich history, celebrate 15 years of ministry with the O’Gradys, and invest 
in our exciting future by focusing our campaign efforts on our newest fund.

As I shared last month, a group of generous donors have made starting contributions to 
establish The Jeff and Lynn o’grady Theology & Culture Fund. Just as the O’Gradys’ 
faithful ministry focused on creating solid foundations for a sustainable future, so this 
fund will continue in that legacy, offering pathways of diverse opportunity for San 
Marino Community Church to grow in a post-pandemic society. This fund serves as an 
embodiment of what has made their leadership so unique, while opening doors for exciting 
opportunities that will have an immense impact on the future of SMCC and the future of 
the PC(USA). More information will be forthcoming, but if you’d like to serve as an anchor 
donor for this new initiative, please email me at VSmith@smccpby.com to learn more.

Victoria Smith
Director of Development

VSmith@smccpby.com

for today
 

for tomorrow SAN MARINO COMMUNITY CHURCH FOUNDATION 

2021 LEGACY CAMPAIGN
CELEBRATING REV.  JEFF & LYNN O 'GRADY

Love gift for rev. Jeff o’grady
As is customary for retiring pastors, the church family is invited to make a love gift to Rev. 
Jeff O’Grady in advance of his retirement celebration on Sunday, April 25. At the advice 
of Presbytery, a minimum desired amount has been established, and The Foundation of 
SMCC is receiving gifts toward that goal. In an effort to ensure that Jeff and Lynn receive 
the whole of the congregation’s gifts, there are two ways to contribute:

Option 1: Submit a contribution to the church office labeled “Attention Skip Ober Miller/
O’Grady Love Gift”. Checks should be made out directly to “Rev. Jeff O’Grady.” Please 
note that these will not be received and deposited by the O’Gradys until the end of April. 
These gifts will be tax free for the O’Gradys, but not tax-deductible for the donor. 

Option 2: To donate anonymously, please do so through The Foundation of SMCC. 
Checks can be made payable to “The Foundation of SMCC” with “O’Grady Love Gift” 
in the memo line. These contributions are tax-deductible for the donor, but are a taxable 
gift for Rev. O’Grady. Following all submissions, the Foundation will ensure the minimum 
desired amount for the Love Gift is met. 

If you have questions about any specifics related to the Love Gift, please contact Skip Ober 
Miller at SkipOM@smccpby.com or Victoria Smith at VSmith@smccpby.com.

rev. Jan Cook 
retirement 
Celebration 
and Love gift

Watch for more 
details in April 
for a celebration 
of Rev. Jan Cook 
and her ministry 
with SMCC. A 
love gift will be 
received for her 
in May.
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Rev. Becca Bateman
Associate Pastor for 
Family Ministries

BBateman@smccpby.com

Crafting Youth Experiences Beyond Zoom
During the season of Lent in youth group, the youth 
are encouraged to have some supplies nearby like 
rocks, markers, paper, candles, matches, and water. 
These are the resources that will encourage them to 
look with new eyes at familiar stories and scriptural 
themes. These materials will breathe new life into this 
Church season. This artistic endeavor will also inspire 
additional growth, perhaps spurring our worship to 
new heights and bring us closer together through 
this creative medium. No artistic skills are needed 
for these creative outlets (but it is fun if you have 
some) during youth group. Working on these projects 
together and separately at the same time, are all a part 
of trying to get beyond the Zoom while we are still 
staying safe at home. If you are, or know, a youth who 
is looking for an engaging experience with God in 
fresh ways of expressing their faith in today’s world, 
join in youth group Wednesday evenings 7:00 pm. 

Try one along with us! Make a more permanent 
labyrinth by getting something moldable (Model Magic, 
play dough, sand, salt, rice even!)

Walking a labyrinth is a common practice during the 
season of Lent. It can be a meditation, a prayer, and 
a way of relaxing. Use this handy finger version for a 
more portable experience anytime anywhere. “Walk” the 
labyrinth with your finger. There is only one path, no 
choices to make along the way. Start your finger at the 
bottom opening. Move along the path to the center. Pause 
at the center. When you are ready, move your finger back 
along the same path, bringing the experience of the walk 
into your day. Blessings on your walking!

Pray For our Confirmation Class!
Our confirmation class is in its last sessions before being presented as members of the church 

in worship on April 11. Would you commit to 
praying for them as they write their statements 
of faith and honestly think about how they have 
been called to God’s work in this world? Would 
you pray for them as they make a commitment 
to SMCC and to the Church universal? We 
are better with them being a part of us! Would 
you pray for their families as they recognize 
their children are making spiritual decisions for 
themselves and are not just the future of the 
church, they are the church? Would you pray 
for the mentors as they have been dedicated to 

creating relationships with these youth and sharing their own stories of faith? 

Below: Screen shot of a recent 
confirmand  brainstorming 
session centering on beliefs 
about the church.



Counting Down The Days...
By the time you read this, I will be about two weeks away from giving birth to my daughter 
– I think! Like so much of the past twelve months, her arrival is a bit unpredictable. But my 
husband and I are very excited that she is coming soon!

I will be going on family leave for two months. We are blessed to have a great team looking 
after our Children’s Ministry in my absence. On Sundays, Randy and Cathy Steward, 
Kathleen Pastre, Sarah Morris, Sunyoung McDermott and Caleb Lian will be leading our 
children in Spiritual Formation under the leadership of Rev. Becca Bateman.

Our mid-week elementary small groups: American Girls, AG Junior, and Treeclimbers, will 
finish out their last few meetings with our devoted leaders: Pastor Becca and Isidro Guerrero 
(Mr. G) leading Treeclimbers, Nicole Costanzo Ponce and Cynthia Martinez leading 
American Girls Junior, and high schooler Claire Steward joining my partner Tish Beckman 
to lead American Girls while I’m gone. 

And then around mid-May, I’ll be back! 

I look forward to diving into this ever-changing ministry landscape once again with my 
colleagues, and embracing the continuing opportunity to prayerfully re-examine our 
ministries. I also look forward to discovering how being a mom will bring new levels of 
insight into my approach to Children’s Ministry – I am eager to discover God’s world anew 
through my daughter’s eyes.

And finally, I am excited for her to meet you and you to meet her! 

In Christ’s love, Natalie 
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Natalie MacMillan
Director of Children’s 
Ministries 

NMacMillan@smccpby.com

Joining Children’s Zoom room During Lent?
request a Lenten Box For Your Child!
“Lent helps us to get ready. It is a time to know more about the One who is Easter. It is also a 
time to learn more about who we really are.” – from The Complete Guide to Godly Play

In a similar fashion to what we did in the Children’s 
Zoom Room during Advent, we are using special 
Lenten boxes and packets to help us get ready to enter 
the mystery of Easter! Each box and packet combo 
contains a countdown-to-Easter calendar, prayer 
pages, a One Great Hour of Sharing fish bank and 
sharing calendar, and items that help ground and 
connect ourselves to the stories we’ll be exploring over 
the course of Lent. 

Interested in joining the Children’s Zoom room 
for the remainder of this Lent season? Contact 
ChildrensMinistries@smccpby.com. We can send you 
our recurring Zoom link and prepare a box for your 
child! 

We’re excited to get ready to enter the Mystery of 
Easter… with you!

Natalie with her husband, 
Keith Sikora
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Easter Flower Fund Donation
Flower donation $ ____  Envelope #  ______

Provided by _____________________________________________________________

In honor of  _____________________________________________________________

In memory of  ___________________________________________________________

 Please return this form with a check to “SMCC” or Venmo (@smccpby) by Monday, March 22, 2021. 

Help decorate the Sanctuary, Fellowship Hall, and Lacy Park for Easter with a contribution 
toward lilies and other flowers for Easter Sunday.

Contributions may be made in honor or memory of a loved one and will be recognized in 
the Easter Bulletins.

Contributions must be received by Monday, March 22 to be included in the Easter Bulletin.

Easter Flower Fund Contributions

need Help Finding online Worship?
Try These Ways:

Click the links in the weekly Friday email or the Sunday morning Facebook post.•	
Visit •	 smccpby.com and click on the “Worship” tab. Click on your service of choice.
Visit •	 YouTube.com, search for “San Marino Community Church” or “San Marino 
Community Church Traditional Worship.” New services will be marked Premier. 
(Those who click on “Subscribe” can find new services in their YouTube feed.)



Know someone Who Would Be a great officer?
The Officer Nominating Committee invites the church family to recommend active 
church members for the offices of Elder, Deacon, and Foundation of SMCC Director 
to be ordained/installed January 2022. A summary of officer qualifications, duties, and 
requirements and a nomination form are available at smccpby.com. 

Forms are also available in the church office. Those making 
nominations are asked to please note each person’s gifts, abilities, 
and experiences as well as the office for which they are nominated. 
Please include name/contact information of the person making the 
recommendation so the committee may follow up for additional 
information. For those recommending themselves or a spouse/family 
member, please include the names of others in the church who know 
the nominee well. Email the committee at ONC@smccpby.com.

The 2021 Officer Nominating Committee will be elected at 
the February 28 Annual Meeting. A slate of new officers will be 
presented to the congregation in the fall.
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Robert Louie
2021 ONC Chair

ONC@smccpby.com

March Community Check-in
As the pandemic continues to keep us from gathering together,k it’s more important than 
ever for us to reach out to one another with a word of care and friendship. This month we 
are reuniting all those who were on our Stay-Connected Team last spring and inviting even 
more to join us in our March Community Check-In. The goal is to make a caring call to 

each person in our congregation 
as a reminder that we continue 
to be one body in Christ. If  you 
were not previously a part of 
the calling team and would be 
willing to make a few check-in 
calls please contact EFarrar@
smccpby.com or (626) 282-4181 
x 17.

Praying with scripture: 
A Lenten Devotional for the Entire Church
As a Lenten devotional discipline this year, you 
are invited to pray with Scripture as a way of 
discerning what God is calling you to be and 
to do during this season. Perhaps this Lent, 
more than any other, we need the opportunity 
to reflect, reset, and let the Word of God guide 
us into the future. Let’s make this a community 
journey through Lent and walk together towards 
Holy Week.

Rev. Jan Cook
Senior Associate Pastor

JCook@smccpby.com
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