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God’s loyal love couldn’t have run out, his merciful 
love couldn’t have dried up. They’re created new 
every morning. How great is your faithfulness! I’m 
sticking with God (I say it over and over.) God is 
all I’ve got left.

—Lamentations 3: 22-24, [The Message}

When the pandemic struck and we went 
into isolation, everything felt challenging. It 
was challenging to not do the things we had 
always done: to not go to work, to not talk to 
our neighbors, to not hug our friends, to not 
visit our family, and to receive refunds for the 
concert had been looking forward to or for the 
travel we had planned. And it was challenging 
to do things we had never done before: to 
wear a mask, to stand six feet apart, to operate 
Zoom, to plan our outings with military 
precision. 

It turns out that returning from isolation is 
nearly just as challenging. While entering 
isolation was a test of our self-restraint and 
personal discipline, returning from isolation 
is a test of our logistical prowess: planning 
for a future guideline or restriction that may or 
may not be implemented, creating options for 
gathering groups that accommodate individual 
preferences for safety, efficiently employing our 
human and financial resources in a way that 
meets the greatest needs and yet leaves room for 
adjustment and modification. As a society, and 
certainly as a faith community, we have been 
journeying through one challenging season 
only to head directly into another.

While some things will return to something 
that feels familiar, many aspects of our 
collective life together will find a new 
pattern, and so it’s important that we 
position ourselves to remain nimble and 
wise. In the month of June, we are engaging 
three initiatives to assist us in that goal:

Mission Study Task Force
On May 26, Session approved the formation 

of a task force to complete a Mission Study. 
Mission Studies are compiled documents that 
include updated demographics for our local 
community and beyond, reflection upon our 
mission and vision, and an articulation of what 
opportunities exist for the church to engage in 
upcoming years. While the Presbytery of San 
Gabriel requires the completion of a Mission 
Study in order for a congregation to call a 
pastor, we believe that this Mission Study is 
of increased value as it will help us assess the 
changed landscape as we emerge from the 
pandemic. Members of the Mission Study Task 
Force are Helen Baatz (chair), Samuel Chih, 
Scott Delahooke, Cindy Jenkins, Liz Kwong, 
CL Lian, and Tom Millar. 

Listening Sessions
Throughout the months of May and June, I 
have been engaging on a campaign to meet 
as many congregants as I am able and to hear 
your answers to three questions in particular: 
1) When is a time that the church has met 
your spiritual need? 2) What is something that 
you would like to take from the past into the 
future? and 3) What is a dream you have for 
SMCC that has been unrealized? To date, there 
have been 16 listening sessions scheduled, 
seven of them being open to anyone who 
would like to attend. 

If you would like to host a listening session 
with your small group or a circle of people you 
know, please contact me at JVL@smccpby.
com. If you would like to attend one of the 
open listening sessions hosted at the Domingo 
Manse, please contact Deborah Kwan in the 
church office at DKwan@smccpby.com. The 
dates of all open listening sessions are:
 June 3 and 6 at 1:00 pm
 June 10 at 10:00 am
 June 14 and 21 at 6:00 pm
 June 24 at 5:30 pm
 June 27 at 11:30 am
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I am looking forward to the chance to get to 
know you better, and to dream alongside you 
as we collectively shape the future of SMCC! 
Please remember to mark your calendars for 
a Town Hall meeting that will share themes 
from these listening sessions on July 18.

Worship Survey
In addition to the effects of the pandemic, we 
have had significant changes to our staffing 
structure over the last several months with 
the retirements of Rev. Jeff O’Grady and Rev. 
Jan Cook. In anticipation of these changes, 
I asked Rev. Dr. Tom Tewell and Rev. Dr. 
Tom Erickson to help fill the pulpits in both 
Traditional and Contemporary services as our 
“preachers in residence.” Both Tom Erickson 
and Tom Tewell preached once in January, 
February, and March, and the three of us will 
be rotating between the two pulpits throughout 
the summer. I cannot express how grateful I 
am for both Tom Tewell and Tom Erickson’s 
willingness to preach nearly every other week 
from May through September!

As the Worship Committee started to make 
plans for September, it has taken the last 
several months to evaluate the options we have 
for structuring worship in the fall. Through 
those conversations, and in recognition of 
the unsustainable pattern of relying upon 
weekly pulpit supply through our preachers 
in residence, Worship Committee made the 
decision this month to stagger the worship 
services from September 2021-May 2022. 
This decision allows us to use our financial and 
human resources most efficiently, while also 
allowing me time to connect with the whole 
church as one body of faith through worship.

We know that the landscape of our 
congregation has changed significantly over the 
last year: multiple families have moved out of 
city or out of state, some congregants have fully 
embraced the flexibility of worshipping online, 
and still others are new to our city and are 
looking for opportunities to connect in person. 
Therefore, we do not feel like we can rely upon 
information about worship patterns gained 
prior to the onset of the pandemic. In order to 
help us determine the times and placements 
of the Traditional and Contemporary worship 
services, we will be sending out an all-church 
survey in the month of June. Please keep 
an eye on your email for this 3-minute 
survey, as your response will help the 
Worship Committee make it’s final decisions 
regarding worship times. For those who do 
not have email, the survey will be printed in the 
July/August issue of Community Connections for 
you to return by mail. 

We are moving from one challenging season 
into another. Change is not easy to endure and 
manage, particularly when what we are fearing 
is loss. However, as the writer of Lamentations 
said so eloquently, God’s loyal love does not 
run out, God’s mercy will not dry up. We are 
confronting many hard things in this season, 
but together, we can do hard things. Join me in 
sticking together and sticking with God, and 
soon we will see this challenging season come 
to an end. Please never hesitate to contact me 
with any questions, concerns, or thoughts that 
you have. It is my joy to hear from you!

Warmly,

Rev. Jessica Vaughan Lower, Pastor
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SMCC Welcomes Summer Interns
At SMCC, interns are exposed to the breadth of ministry. They are also given an 
opportunity to pursue a special project within a church ministry context, such as the role of 
the church in recovery communities or examining the ethics of church leadership.

Breeann Blumenthal is excited to join San 
Marino Community Church as an intern. She 
graduated from Azusa Pacific University with a 
B.A. in Christian Ministries in May of 2020. Last 
month she completed her first year M.Div. study 
at Princeton Theological Seminary.

Breeann says, “I am originally from Tucson, 
Arizona. I have five sisters, including a twin! I love 
the desert, but I am very excited to be near the 
beach for a summer. I enjoy crafts, going to coffee 
shops, traveling, and watching movies. 

While I am still discerning where God is leading 
me, I am passionate about empowering others and 

learning about the Bible. In August, I plan to move to New Jersey to take in-person classes 
and am excited to complete my degree.”

During undergrad Breeann had the opportunity to study abroad in South Africa and was 
able to volunteer with a nonprofit called iThemba. Through this experience she has found 
an interest in social justice issues. She is hoping to learn more about women’s rights and 
equality. She dreams of travelling the world and seeing the beauty in different cultures.

Breeann can be reached at BBlumenthal@smccpby.com. 

Yujin Chu is also looking forward to his summer 
internship at San Marino Community Church. 
Yujin is a 30-year-old Korean American in his final 
year at Princeton Theological Seminary. He earned 
his B.A. in Biblical Studies from Azusa Pacific 
University. 

Yujin was born and raised in Southern California 
and calls La Canada his hometown. He is familiar 
with San Marino as a rival high school. 

Yujin says, “I found my calling for ministry four 
years ago and have been on that journey ever since. 
I have previously served as a children and young 
adults intern pastor. This is where I discovered I 

have a special interest in young adult ministry. In my recent internship, I discovered the 
administrative aspects of the church and this is something that also greatly interests me. I 
also have a heart for people suffering from addictions. Physical fitness is very important to 
me as I believe having a healthy body is one way of honoring God. As a California native, 
my favorite sports team is the Dodgers. My favorite book of the Bible is the Gospel of 
Mark. If you see me around please feel free to say hello.” 

Yujin can be reached at YChu@smccpby.com.

From the Princeton 
Theological Seminary 
Intern guide: 
The purpose of supervised 
ministry in a church is to 
help students acquire a 
general understanding of 
the church and its ministry 
in a variety of areas, and 
to help prepare students for 
ordained ministry, general 
pastoral responsibilities, 
and religious leadership 
roles. Focuses of a church 
placement can include 
multicultural ministry, new 
church development, rural 
ministry, youth/young adult 
ministry, adult ministry, 
music ministry, outreach, 
mission etc.
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Rev. Becca Bateman
Associate Pastor for 
Family Ministries

BBateman@smccpby.com

Children & Youth Ministries
Students Grade Up!
On June 6, children will be 
“graded up!” This means that 
children entering Kindergarten 
through 6th Grade can join in 
Children’s Spiritual Formation. 
And youth entering 6th 
through 12th can join in on 
youth group and events.

VBS 2021 - Stay Tuned!
We are excited to announce that VBS will happen this year in person! Please keep our 
leadership team and patient families in your prayers as we navigate the ever changing 
recommendations and best practices. Keeping children safe and engaged has always been a 
priority for SMCC’s Children’s Ministries. Stay tuned!

In-Person Youth Group!
Sundays, June 13 & 27, July 11 & 25, 11:30 am -12:30 pm, Westminster Hall
Register at: linktr.ee/
SMCCpbyYouth

Please register and join in 
summer youth group! We’ll 
look at some interesting topics, 
have some fun, and enjoy being 
together. We will be following 
all the current guidelines about 
masking and distance. To 
get the latest details email 
StudentMinistries@smccpby.
com. 

Love Kit Assembly
On Sunday, May 2, the youth 
group held one of the first 
in-person events on campus, 
assembling “Love Kits.” The 
kits are backpacks filled with 
personal hygiene supplies, 
water, masks, food, and other 
essential items. The Love 
Kits were received by the San 
Marino Police Department who 
use them as a way to help those 
in need and as a gesture to start 
a conversation, changing the 
interaction with officers in a 
positive way.

Natalie MacMillan
Director of Children’s 
Ministries 

NMacMillan@smccpby.com
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Megan Edwards, Mission/
Outreach Team Member

SMCC’s New Mission Partner: My Refuge House
This year San Marino Community Church began 
a new partnership. My Refuge House is a non-
profit Christian organization based in Cebu, 
Philippines, that restores survivors of commercial 
sexual exploitation and abuse, focusing on prevention, restoration, and reintegration.

My Refuge House collaborates with schools, churches, and organizations to provide 
preventative education in Filipino communities. They also promote the “iSpeak: Break 
the Silence, Stop the Violence” Initiative. For restoration, the main campus of My Refuge 
House provides residential therapeutic care for up to 18 girls ages 9-17 years old who are 
working towards elementary or high school completion. They also have a transition care 
program for girls who are 18 and older to help support girls launching to independence 
through college, vocational or work programs. Lastly, with the focus on reintegration, My 
Refuge House is working with the families of their residents to ensure that their transition 
back into the community is well supported. Girls are coming to My Refuge House at 
younger ages, so they are more often able to be transitioned back into the community before 
they age out of the residential program. This results in needing to ensure that their families 
have the resources and skills in place to provide a safe and supportive home for them. 
Funding for continued education for girls is also essential. The SMCC grant of $5,800 
supports the ASSET program. The five pillars of ASSET (Assist, Strengthen, Support, 
Educate, and Train) map a framework of care that will ensure more consistent interventions 
and approaches with the families. 
It will also enable them to better 
evaluate the effectiveness of their 
work with families. My Refuge 
House CEO, Heather Bland, 
is local in Southern California 
and is always willing to share 
information with SMCC about 
their work. 

To learn more, visit 
MyRefugeHouse.org.

Father’s Day Meals At Union Station
Looking for the perfect gift for that special man in your life? Ordinary things – things that 
we often take for granted like a hot meal – can make a world of difference for those who 
have found themselves on the streets without a place to call home. San Marino Community 
Church partners with Union Station Homeless Services to provide hot meals to its residents 
on the second Sunday of every month. Now you can give a gift from the heart and be a 
part of the homeless solution! For as little as $5/meal, give the gift of hope in honor of your 
father or someone equally as special! It’s the perfect alternative to “store-bought” gifts. It’s 
easy and personal, but more than that, this gift buys a dinner for someone who needs one. 
Visit smccpby.com/give, click the “Give Directly Online” button, select “Union Station,” 
and make a donation of any amount. Contributions by check and Venmo (@smccpby 
#6741) are also welcome! (Please indicate “Union Station” on your gift.) Printable gift cards 
are also available at smccpby.com to give to that special someone telling them a gift of hope 
has been given in their honor.

Thank You!

Thank you to all who 
donated blood at SMCC on 
May 3 and 4. The Red Cross 
collected a total of 50 pints. 
Up to 150 lives were affected 
by your generous gifts of life. 

On any given night... 
66,436 people are •	
homeless in Los Angeles 
County
About 4,500 people •	
are homeless in the San 
Gabriel Valley
Nearly 530 people are •	
homeless in the City of 
Pasadena

To learn more about 
preparing and serving 
meals at Union Station 
Homeless Services 
contact Sidney Barney 
at UnionStationMeals@
smccpby.com. For 
more on USHS visit 
UnionStationHS.org.
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Carol Rush, 
Library Voluneer

Record-Breaking Commitments to the 
Foundation’s Annual Legacy Campaign
In early May, the San Marino Community Church Foundation concluded the 2021 Legacy 
Campaign, “Strength for Today, Hope for Tomorrow.” This year’s efforts focused entirely on 
raising support for the newly established Jeff & Lynn O’Grady Theology & Culture Fund, 
and we saw record-breaking commitments over $330,000! We are exceedingly grateful to 
the community for honoring the O’Gradys’ ministry by supporting this exciting initiative 
for the future of SMCC. Thank you for your generosity and support! Fundraising will 
continue in earnest in the coming months as we seek to establish an endowed residency 
for graduates of Princeton Theological Seminary and an annual distinguished speaker 
series. More information about the Fund, including video testimonies and frequently asked 
questions, is available at smccpby.com/OGradyFund.

Victoria Smith
Director of Development

VSmith@smccpby.com

C.S. Lewis in the Church Library
Most Christians have encountered the fiction and nonfiction writings of Lewis who was a 
serious scholar defined by his belief in the preciousness of truth, good, and the beautiful. 
Learn more from An Introduction to C.S. Lewis: Writings and Significance, by Hillsdale 
College. On this Five DVD set, noted professors discuss C.S. Lewis’ writings and life in 
depth. Here are a few highlights:

Lewis believed that enjoyment is contemplation. When we see a waterfall, we need •	
to value it as sublime, rather than feel it is only pretty. Lewis valued William Morris’ 
thoughts. Both of these authors respected the Medieval and Renaissance art and culture.

Lewis sensed a divine presence in human affairs throughout history. He felt we are not •	
machines and are not on earth by accident.

Lewis had high respect for classical writers and thinkers, such as Aristotle and Homer, •	
despite their “pagan” origins. Modern thinkers, such as Winston Churchill, were also 
sources of inspiration.

Teaching the young, our posterity, about what is significant and what is right and wrong •	
was essential. They need to know that good, and good humans, exist.

Stop by the church library and check out the many fiction and nonfiction works by Lewis. 
The library is open Friday mornings and can be opened any time the church office is staffed.

Thank You!
The O’Gradys are still basking in the afterglow of the April 25th 
celebration at San Marino Community Church. The parking 
lot was filled with people. The program was so creative and well 
planned. Thank you to the team that organized the event and to all 
who attended. We’ve received cards and letters and gifts from many 
of you. Thank you for your generosity and kindness. We treasure 
them all. This month we finally move to Nashville. We take with 
us wonderful memories of our final days with you. Thank you for 
everything! – Rev. Jeff and Lynn O’Grady
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10:00 am Online 
Traditional & 
Contemporary Worship
(Search for two “San 
Marino Community 
Church” channels on 
YouTube.com.

Visit smccpby.com for 
information on in-person 
worship

Deadline for July/August  
2021 due: Monday, June 14

Address Changes?

Requests for Removal?

Contact us at:

San Marino 
Community Church 
1750 Virginia Road 
San Marino, CA 91108
(626) 282-4181
smcc@smccpby.com
smccpby.com

Union Rescue Mission Collection Day
Saturday, June 5, 9:30-11:30 am, Virginia Road in 
Front of the Church

Mission Partner Union Rescue Mission will be 
at San Marino Community Church to receive 
donations of clean clothing of all sizes. Also 
welcome: most household items (excluding TVs 
and mattresses). All donations should be boxed or 
bagged. For those unable to make the Saturday pick 
up, items can be dropped off at the church office 
Thursday and Friday, June 3 and 4, from 9:00 am – 
3:00 pm only. Donations will be used for homeless 
and lower income clients and/or to stock URM’s 
thrift store. 

Learn more about Union Rescue Mission at URM.
org. 

Contact smcc@smccpby.com or (626) 282-4181 x 
12 for more information.


