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I have learned to be content with whatever I have. 
I know what it is to have little, and I know what 
it is to have plenty. In any and all circumstances 
I have learned the secret of being well-fed and 
of going hungry, of having plenty and of being 
in need: I can do all things through God who 
strengthens me.   – Philippians 4: 11-13

My greatest joy over the last two months has 
been sharing time with many of you in the 
Listening Sessions – 16 listening sessions to 
date, which has allowed me to sit down with 
about 175 people – and hearing stories from 
your lives, as well as hearing your reflections on 
the most meaningful and hopeful parts of being 
part of San Marino Community Church. Our 
time together affirmed what I already knew 
to be true: SMCC is a vibrant, engaged, and 
thoughtful community that is not longing for 
better days gone by, but is looking ahead to the 
many blessings and joyful days to come.

We continue to navigate many changes, but 
we are nearing the end of this dramatic season. 
I’d like to recap some of the changes we have 
navigated since the spring and outline a little 
of what is left for us to expect as we move 
through the summer. As I have said to the 
staff many times, it is my goal for us to come 
back together on September 12 (the start of 
the programmatic year) into the start of a new 
routine that allows us to enjoy the fruit of all 
the recent change we have had to endure. 

Personnel Changes:
Rev. O’Grady preached his last sermon April •	
4, with his official retirement on April 25.

Rev. Dr. Tom Tewell and Rev. Dr. Tom •	
Erickson joined us as Preachers in Residence, 
committing to preach every other week from 
May through to September 5. 

Rev. Cook preached her last sermon on May •	
18, with her official retirement on May 27.

The Session formed a task force to work on •	
the Mission Study, which is a requirement 
before we are able to form an Associate Pastor 
Nominating Committee (APNC). The task 
force is working to submit a final draft by the 
end of September.

Director for Development Victoria Smith •	
expanded her role to serve as our Director for 
Communications and Development.

We hired a full time Director for Youth •	
Ministries, Natalie Day. 

We welcomed back our Director for •	
Children’s Ministries Natalie MacMillan from 
family leave.

We hired a new Nursery School Director, •	
Jihan Massoud. 

We have started interviewing for a Director •	
for Spiritual Formation and Pastoral Care.

Rev. Becca Bateman announced her leaving •	
to seek a new call as of August 1.

Financial Update:
Our total estimates of giving for 2021 totaled •	
around $1.8M. At about $100,000 less than 
last year’s estimates of giving, this remains a 
generous outpouring from the congregation 
given the upheaval of the pandemic.

Based on previous giving trends, it appears •	
that we are about $50,000 behind our 
estimates of giving for the year to date. This 
is not uncommon for the summer months, 
and so we are hopeful that we will continue 
to make this up as we return to regularly 
worshipping together.

Recent personnel changes will save the •	
church over $100,000, which will assist in 
balancing online ministry expenses and the 
slower return on the estimates of giving.

New BegiNNiNgs oN the horizoN



Please mark your calendars for July 18 at 
11:30 am, when we will have a congregational 
meeting to dissolve the call between Rev. 
Becca Bateman and San Marino Community 
Church, followed by a Town Hall. In the Town 
Hall, I will share themes that have come out 
of the Listening Sessions and you will have an 
opportunity to share your own reflections, as 
well as to raise any questions that you have as 
we look to the start of the programmatic year 
on September 12. 

No season lasts forever – not seasons of stability 
(as the pandemic taught us so well), and not 
seasons of change. We have been navigating 
through an incredible season of change, but 
the end is in sight. Thank you for persevering 
together through this time of challenge – I am 
looking forward to beginning a new season this 
upcoming September!

Warmly

Rev. Jessica Vaughan Lower, Pastor
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service times:
The Preachers in Residence are not able •	
to maintain their current high level of 
commitment beyond Labor Day. While we 
will continue to benefit from their preaching 
on occasion, as well as the preaching offered 
by other guests, we will only have one 
preacher on staff as of September.

Therefore, it is not sustainable for us to •	
hold the two services concurrently for the 
upcoming programmatic year, September 
2021-May 2022.

In response to this reality, we will temporarily •	
stagger the service times for our Traditional 
and Contemporary services. Please participate 
in the Worship Survey to indicate your 
preferences by July 31. 

Staggering the worship times is not our ideal. •	
If it is possible for us to sustainably return to 
concurrent services before May 2022, then 
Session and the Worship Committee are 
prepared to respond quickly.
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welcome Youth Director Natalie Day!
Natalie Day grew up in Portland Oregon, and moved down to California in 2017 
for school. This past May she graduated from Azusa Pacific University with a 
Bachelor’s degree in Communication Studies, focusing on the way in which people 
understand each other in personal and professional environments. Some of her 
favorite classes included Conflict Management, Small Group Communication, 
and Organizational Communication. Natalie has been heavily involved in youth 
ministry for the last eight years, working in both a church context and with Young 
Life. Natalie genuinely enjoys hanging out with middle school students. Natalie 
first fell in love with youth ministry when she was 15, leading a small group of 
girls – girls who are now graduating from high school – some of whom she still 
has relationships with today. For ten months she served as the interim youth 
director at her home church in Portland, and while she still does not think she 
is cool enough to hang out with high school students, she enjoys spending time 
with them. One of her favorite parts of being in ministry with people is equipping 
leaders to build healthy relationships with students. Outside of ministry, her 
favorite things to do are try new coffee places, go for runs, sing karaoke (preferably a Taylor 
Swift song), and listen to the role Jesus plays in people’s lives.

Farewell And godspeed rev. Bateman
Sunday, August 1, (Time and Location to be determined)

Join the church family in saying “Farewell and Godspeed” to Rev. 
Becca Bateman. Becca will be leaving San Marino Community Church 
to serve elsewhere. Her last day with the congregation will be Sunday, 
August 1, celebrated with a joint service in the Sanctuary.

Watch the weekly emails for details of our celebration for Rev. 
Bateman and her family, or contact the church office for details. The 
event will be held Sunday, August 1 and will be family-friendly. 

Those who wish to make a love gift to Rev. Bateman may include a 
gift made directly (nontaxable to her) or they may make a gift through 
the church (taxable to her). Please indicate “Becca Love Gift” on all 
checks. For more information contact SkipOM@smccpby.com or call (626) 282-4181 x 12.

Letters with more details were mailed to the congregation in late June. For more 
information contact the church office. 

Saints Triumphant
The following members of the church family have died in the past few months.

 December 8, 2020 George Niemiec*

 February 2021: Maxine Rollins*

 May 20, 2021: Bob Wishart

June 20, 2021: Rev. Jim Hinch* * Nonmember/Former Member
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Rev. Becca Bateman
Associate Pastor for 
Family Ministries

BBateman@smccpby.com

Children & Youth Ministries
We are so excited that things are kicking off and we get to see you 
in real life! As we get things rolling, here are a few ways you can 
join in the fun…

Disneyland
Email us to get on the waiting list to go Thursday, July 15

in-Person Youth group
Sunday, July 11 & 25, 11:30 am, Westminster Hall
Our new Youth Director Natalie Day will be with us. Be 
sure to show up so we can continue to be together and get to 
know her. 

VBs Leaders Needed
July 26-29, 9:00 am – 2:00 pm

Sign up for any of these by going to linktr.ee/
SMCCpbyYouth

welcome Back Natalie MacMillan!
“I am excited to be back, and full of joy at the prospect of seeing 
many of you in person soon! A big thank you to our Children’s 
Spiritual Formation leaders for teaching and guiding our kids 
while I was away on family leave: Randy & Cathy Steward, 
Sarah Morris, Kathleen Pastre, Sunyoung McDermott, Caleb 
Lian, and Rev. Becca Bateman. Their presence, love for the kids, 
and leadership in the Zoom room were a ballast during a year of 
continuing changes. 

As we move to in-person Children’s Spiritual Formation, we will 
be looking for those who would like to be Children’s Spiritual 
Formation leaders in the fall, as we welcome the kids into the 
“new normal.” If you have a heart for serving our kids in this 
way, let me know! Contact childrensministries@smccpby.com.

in-Person summer CsF
Sundays, 10:00 am, Register in the Courtyard
Children’s Spiritual Formation (CSF) has returned to in-
person gatherings! Children entering Kindergarten through 
entering 6th grade may join in CSF on a Sunday morning. 
They will check in before worship in the courtyard, receive 
their paper sheep, and will sit with their families. They will 
be dismissed from worship, be met by a youth shepherd, 
take a moment to wash their hands in the restrooms, 
and shepherd their paper sheep upstairs to the Treehouse 
classroom. To decrease enclosed space gatherings in the 
upstairs hallways, children may be picked up in the 
courtyard following worship. 

Natalie MacMillan
Director of Children’s 
Ministries 

NMacMillan@smccpby.com

Natalie Day
Youth Director

NDay@smccpby.com

Congratulations 
Additional 2021 

graduates!



2021 VBs is here!
Welcome to Rocky Railway VBS – the summer event that puts kids on track for trusting 
Jesus! At Rocky Railway, kids explore how Jesus’ power can pull us through when life feels 
like a valley or a mountain top. Through interactive storytelling, games, arts & crafts, 
music, mission stations and more, our team will help you roll along the railway with a week 
full of faith discoveries, and a track leading to learning more about Jesus’ power.

Please note some exciting new things this year!

IN-PERSON•	
Offering Monday –•	 Thursday, July 26 -29
Offering longer days 9:00 am – 2:00 pm•	
Lunch will be provided!•	
For kids entering Kindergarten – entering 5th grade •	
Mixed age groups•	
Registration is limited•	
We will be following the most current CDC guidelines at the time (including: •	
temperature taking, hand washing, masks, and individual food servings.)

Cost
Early Bird Registration: $100 per child, Now 
–through July 14
Regular Registration: $150, July 15 – July 23
Registration closes July 23
Contact ChildrensMinistries@smccpby.com to 
inquire about scholarship assistance.

register
Participants: smccpby.com/learn/children
Leaders: linktr.ee/SMCCpbyYouth

Questions?
Contact ChildrensMinistries@smccpby.com or 
visit smccpby.com. 
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Making A Difference with summer giving
Thank you for supporting the ministries of our Church! Your contributions help “keep the 
lights on” as well as fund payroll, in-person and online worship, and our many mission 
activities. Especially during the summer, the regular giving of the congregation helps us 
meet our commitments and continue the witness to God’s love in this place.

You’ve also been generous in supporting special offerings in the past few months! During 
May and June, over $1,600 was donated to assist with Union Station meals in honor of 
Mothers and Fathers. Over $18,000 has currently been received toward our goal of $33,000 
for the Presbytery Mission/Per Capita Offering. You have also supported love gifts for Rev. 
O’Grady and Rev. Cook, as well as the Foundation of SMCC’s Legacy Offering – to date 
$349,143.52 has been committed.

We returned to worship in the Sanctuary June 27 and are now using 
the new Glory to God hymnal. There is still time to donate a regular 
size ($25) or large print ($35) copy in honor or memory of a loved one. 
Visit smccpby.com for a hymnal donation form. 

Now that in-person worship has returned, flowers grace both worship 
spaces each Sunday. To sponsor either the Traditional or Contemporary 
flowers for an upcoming Sunday, contact SkipOM@smccpby.com or 
call (626) 282-4181 x 12.

Together we are making a difference in the community and the world 
for Christ.

Skip Ober Miller
Business Manager

SkipOM@smccpby.com

welcome Nursery school Director Jiji Massoud!
SMCC Nursery School welcomes Jihan Massoud, also known 
as Jiji! She was born and raised in Cairo, Egypt. Jiji says, “I 
grew up in a Christian household with two parents, four sisters 
and a brother. I received my bachelors degree in business 
administration and I have known it was God’s calling for me 
to work with children ever since I was young. I have been 
working with young children since I was fifteen years old as 
a Sunday school teacher, and since then I have been working 
with children for the remainder of my life. I have two kids of 
my own, a seventeen year old daughter who will be starting 
college and a twelve year old son who will be going into 
seventh grade this fall. My amazing husband, Romani, and I moved to the United States 
fifteen years ago and the Lord has continued to show us his grace and guidance. I have been 
in the early childhood development field for over twenty years and I have received my ECE 
classes from Pasadena City College and UCLA. I also have a both a site supervisor and 
director’s permit as well. I have been working as a preschool director for the past few years 
and it is such a joy and pleasure to work with little ones. There is so much fulfillment in 
working with young children as they are so impressionable and the Lord has given me the 
gift to be able to connect with them on a deeper level. With that being said, I am beyond 
ecstatic to be joining the SMCC team! I can not wait to work and serve with you all. I know 
God has big plans and will do amazing things! Thank you all for welcoming me into your 
family, I am so happy to be here!” 

Contact Jiji at JMassoud@smccpby.com starting July 26.
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Helen Baatz 
Library Voluneer

Church Library: Winds & Discontent
Best-selling American author Kristin Hannah has written another captivating epic in The 
Four Winds, this time set during the Dust Bowl era through the experiences of two Texan 
panhandle families. The fiercely strong protagonist, Elsa Walcott, will quickly find a place in 
your heart and you will marvel at her resilience, determination, and courage. 

Beginning in post-depression era 1921, the narrative moves through 
the ravages of 1934-36, to the heart warming yet inevitably sad 
epilogue set in 1940. Revelatory to me was the inhumanities shown 
by Californians to their fellow Americans fleeing westward trying to 
escape economic disaster. Somehow, the timely release of this novel 
seems very relevant as we are learning to navigate post pandemic lives. 

Two memorable quotes are: Life went on even in the hardest of times. 
(page 355) And:We draw our strength from the very despair in which we 
have been forced to live. We shall endure. Cesar Chavez (page 193)

Another new acquisition is Caste: The Origins of Our Discontent. 
American journalist Isabel Wilkerson author of award winning The 
Warmth of other Suns has written another keynote book of major 
significance for our time. Wilkerson postulates how our lives today are 
still defined by caste systems of human divisions. She links the caste 
systems of America, India and Nazi Germany by exploring eight pillars 
that underlie caste systems worldwide. 

Readers are challenged to re-examine the norms of our ordinary 
lives and of American life today. Written in a scholarly and excellent 
manner, Wilkerson interweaves some personal narratives, meticulous research, and 
overarching insights. This book is a must read. 

Stop by the church library to check out the many fiction and nonfiction works in the 
collection. The library is open Friday and Sunday mornings and can be opened any time the 
church office is open.

July Mission Focus: Backpacks for FiD
Help support children through the Friends In Deed backpack drive. See smccpby.com for 
details or visit tinyurl.com/SMCCBackpackDrive for SMCC’s Amazon.com wish list. Items 
may be dropped off at the church office before July 20. 
(Please note: Blue or red backpacks cannot be accepted.)

Janet Jones
Chair, Mission/Outreach Team
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women & Prayer: Join in our summer intern Projects
This summer, SMCC welcomed Breeann Blumenthal and Yujin Chu as summer interns. As in years past, each intern 
has chosen a special project to contribute to the life of the church. Breeann has a heart for amplifying the voices and 
stories of women; she has interviewed a number of members within the congregation is compiling their biographies. 
She will present their stories at a panel discussion and reception on Sunday, July 11 at 4:00 pm in Fellowship Hall. 
Yujin has an interest in prayer, and invites the community to join in morning prayer. All are welcome 6:30-7:00 am 
in the SMCC courtyard on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays July 7-30 to pray for our church.

table tennis returns to sMCC!
Saturdays from 9:00 – 11:00 am, Westminster Hall, Resumes July 10

Looking for some weekend fun or want to work on your table 
tennis skills? SMCC Table Tennis Ministry resumes this month! 
All ages and skill-levels are welcome to join.

Come visit Westminster Hall to find out about the difference 
between orange and white ping pong balls, and even play against 
a table tennis robot! Contact Samuel Chih at (626) 315-3373 or 
TableTennis@smccpby.com with any questions.

Mondays, Wednesdays, & Fridays
July 7-30, 6:30 - 7:30 am



sMCC sermon Podcast
Catch up on Sunday’s sermon during your drive to work, while 
getting ready for school, on your lunch break, or before bed. 
SMCC’s sermon podcast provides a way to listen to the message 
from past services or a different service than you regularly attend, 
allowing you to take the proclaimed Word with you on your 
phone or iPad anywhere you go.

iPhone users can find us in the Podcast app by searching for “San 
Marino Community Church” and then clicking “Subscribe” or 
the plus sign. New content is usually uploaded early each week. 

Sermon seekers may also visit smccpby.com/worship/sermons for 
audio files of recent sermons.

Thanks to our Preachers in residence
SMCC has been blessed by the ongoing contributions of our Preachers in Residence: Rev. 
Dr. Tom Tewell and Rev. Dr. Tom Erickson. 

Tom Tewell has been a Presbyterian pastor for over 40 years, with congregations in 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Texas, and New York.  He is currently an Independent Preacher 
and Leadership Consultant through his role as the Founder and Executive Director of 
Macedonian Ministry. This ministry gives Tom a unique opportunity to serve as a pastor 
to pastors. Tom and his wife reside in Claremont and are parents to 2 children with 7 
grandchildren. SMCC will enjoy his preaching through Labor Day, including our upcoming 
Summer Series, “Annual Spiritual.”

Special thanks to our outgoing Preacher in Residence, the Rev. Dr. Erickson. Tom was pastor/
head of staff for over 15 years at Valley Presbyterian Church in Paradise Valley, AZ. Tom and 
his wife Carol (a member of SMCC) are residents of Monte Vista Grove Homes and are regular 
attendees at worship.  We have been blessed by Dr. Erickson’s preaching since January. To hear 
his messages, visit smccpby.com/worship/sermons.

Dr. ron white: sMCC’s scholar in residence
San Marino Community Church is pleased to announce that Dr. Ronald C. White will be 
Scholar in Residence. Over the years, SMCC has been the beneficiary of Ron’s scholarship 
through presentations to The Cornerstone Society of the Foundation and through preaching, 
so we are grateful to continue to learn from him in this new capacity.

Ron is a graduate of UCLA, Princeton Theological Seminary, and earned a Ph.D. at 
Princeton University. He has served as a Presbyterian pastor, Chaplain at Whitworth 
University, and Dean of San Francisco Theological Seminary. The author of two New York 
Times bestselling presidential biographies, he has also written Lincoln’s Greatest Speech: The 
Second Inaugural, a New York Times Notable Book, and The Eloquent President: A Portrait 
of Lincoln Through His Words, a Los Angeles Times bestseller. His newest book, Lincoln in 
Private: What His Most Personal Reflections Tell Us About Our Greatest President, was launched 
at SMCC on May 2, 2021. 

Dr. White can be reached at RWhite@smccpby.com. Welcome, Ron!

Rev. Dr. Tom Tewell

Rev. Dr. Tom Erickon

Rev. Dr. Ron White


