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San Marino Community Church is grateful to offer these
reflections from members of our pastoral staff as companions
during Holy Week. You will find here an invitation not only to

reflect, but to put into practice your own prayers, your own faith,
as together we attend to the ways that Jesus walked toward the

fulfillment of our redemption. 
 

The 40-day season of Lent has led us here. A Holy Week, we call
it, because each day is set apart to remember the events

surrounding Jesus’ journey to the cross and to resurrection. In each
instance, Jesus never failed to reveal the very heart of God’s love

and power, his self-sacrifice and surrender standing in such
contrast to what was exercised upon him. 

 
So, we are invited here to think back on our Lenten sermon series:
Redeeming Power. Each day of Holy Week we’ll think back to one
of the sermons preached, recalling the insights into how God calls

us to claim power not in the ways of the world, but in the ways
shown to us in and through Jesus.

 
“For God so loved the world,” begins John 3:16. In all that this Holy

Week brings for us, may we respond to the invitation to accept
more deeply and fully that amazing, compelling, life-changing

love.

Introduction

Associate Pastor Rev. Dr. Erik Wiebe



The story of Palm Sunday is a story about the lengths people will go to
feel like they are winners. It is a story that demonstrates the way that we
as people long to embrace the success of victory, and the way that Jesus
is wholly unpreoccupied by it. 

On the one hand, we have the people gathered for a parade, which is
nothing if it’s not a collective celebration of winning. They line the road
with their cheers and enthusiastic waving, ready to watch their victorious
leader ride through the streets on his valiant horse, sword on display,
magnificent having emerged from battle so that he may now lead them
in victory and in power. In the same way that we celebrate the 4th of July
every year with a parade, in the same way that the winning Super Bowl
team fills main avenues or waterways with celebrating, the people who
are at that first Palm Sunday parade are there to revel in their success,
and they look to the one in the center to lead them, to spur them on, in
feeling—if only for a moment—powerful and superior. 

But that’s not who Jesus is, and it’s not who Jesus will lead them to be
either. In our scripture here by Mark, here is no blood on Jesus’ sword. He
doesn’t carry a sword. Jesus rides in not on a valiant steed, but on
somebody’s borrowed mule. When the time comes for Jesus to do
something dramatic—when he is supposed to go into the temple and offer
sacrificial thanks to God for all God has done for him and for all that
God still will do—scripture says that Jesus arrived, just looked around at
everything, and as it was already late, he simply left to spend time with
his friends. 

No matter how much lust for winning the people demonstrated, no
matter how much they cheered him into the position to be their
champion, to be their warrior, Jesus would not engage their thirst 
for victory—not when they threw him a parade, and not when they nailed
him to a cross. Because Jesus knew that it wasn’t 
human victory that would save them—only the failure of 
hanging on a cross could lead to that.

Rev. Jessica Vaughan Lower 

Palm Sunday | Mark 11:1-11
The Power of Failure



Prime Minister, Winston Churchill once said, “We make a living by what we
get but we make a life by what we give.” Our society celebrates what we get:
homes, cars, property, and access to wealth. But, as followers of Jesus, we are
called to live against the grain of the culture by realizing the power of
nothing. 

In Mark 12, we see a woman who did just that. This widow in the story had
nothing to offer that our society values. Near the Temple in Jerusalem, there
were 13 Trumpet Shaped receptacles that served as collection boxes to
support the Temple.  When people put lots of coins in the receptacle, the
clanging sound called attention to the fact a large gift was being given. But,
no one would have even noticed when this poor widow put two thin coins into
a receptacle...except Jesus. And Jesus noticed her integrity and her sacrifice.
Her gift seemed like nothing to those who valued “what they get.” But to
Jesus, her gift was not nothing. It was everything. In fact, when Jesus saw her
sacrifice, he saw a precursor of his own sacrifice. She gave everything that
she had to an institution that had exploited her and was partially responsible
for her poverty. She did not give because the institution deserved it. 
She gave out of obedience to God. 

Monday, April 3 | Mark 12:41-43
The Power of Nothing

Jesus would soon give all that he had,
his life, for people who did not deserve
it. Like the widow, Jesus would make
his sacrifice out of his obedience to
God. In my favorite hymn, “When I
survey the Wondrous Cross,” the final
line says it all, “Love so amazing, so
divine, demands my soul, my life, my
all.”

Rev. Dr. Tom Tewell
Preacher in Residence



You can’t surrender and win. If you surrender the war, you lose the war. If you
surrender the point, you lose the argument. If you surrender hope, you have lost
to your circumstances. You can’t surrender and win in any part of life—except
for one. The only place where we can surrender and win is in love. 

Our society teaches us that surrendering is an action of weakness, but God
says that surrender is an action of courageous love. That’s why the practice of
surrender is central in the teachings of Jesus. Over and over again, Jesus
teaches us to let go of the things we want to hold on to the most—our savings,
our pride, our energy, our worry—so that our hands are free to hang on to God
instead. Jesus often taught about surrender because the practice of surrender
is essential to following Jesus. Surrender is foundational to any healthy
relationship that we want to last for a lifetime, let alone eternity. 

While many talented writers and orators have spoken beautifully about the
role of surrender in our lives of faith, I believe financial advisor Bridgitte
Jackson-Buckley words it well when she says, “Surrender does not mean sitting
and doing nothing; nor does surrender mean to give up or relinquish your
power. Surrender means you relax into acceptance of where you are and what
is happening around you. You let your body release the tension and angst of
you trying to control the outcome of how you think things should be. It is letting
go, and letting it be so that whatever the situation or circumstance is trying to
reveal o you can be shown to you.”

Rev. Jessica Vaughan Lower 

Holy Tuesday | Mark 12:13-17
The Power of Surrender



We have an innate drive to protect ourselves, our loved ones, and our property.
We put protections around high-value items, making sure they’re not stolen,
broken, or destroyed. All manner of love songs and psychological insights help us
better understand the ways we try and keep our hearts from breaking.
Protection, armor, defense; it’s human nature. 

So, when Jesus rolls up and lays out the real truth, that the very nature of God’s
love is vulnerable, and that our best way of loving is vulnerable too, it’s at best
counter-intuitive, and at worst, it’s dismissed through all our usual cognitive
channels as utter foolishness. 

Yet this is exactly what Jesus shows us throughout his whole earthly ministry, and
it’s what is especially highlighted in Holy Week: “When the world rejected that
love and crucified it,” writes famed author Madeleine L’Engle, “Jesus did not lash
back; he cried out in love and forgiveness.” I think that’s one of the more difficult
things about vulnerability: Those who are vulnerable so easily get taken
advantage of. And while we as people who follow Jesus aren’t meant 
to be punching bags or doormats as ends in themselves, 
we are certainly called to open ourselves beyond our 
usual protective instincts.

Wednesday, April 5: 
Mark 12:28-34
The Power of Vulnerability

In that vulnerability we will probably
encounter a part of the world’s deep
darkness. The wonder of the power of
vulnerability is that, in the words of Corrie
ten Boome writing from a Nazi
concentration camp, “No matter how deep
our darkness, God is deeper still.” 

Associate Pastor Rev. Dr. Erik Wiebe



Some believe that humility is the same as embarrassment, always being struck down low
and feeling ashamed. Some believe that humility is having a low opinion of ourselves, or

having low self-esteem, or lacking in confidence. But humility isn’t any of those things.
Humility is having the confidence that being corrected, learning something new, or

changing what we believe will make us better, not worse. Humility is asking questions
when we don’t understand, rather than pretending that we do or keeping silent out of

fear of embarrassment. Humility is the quiet reminder in our Spirit that, no matter how
well we are doing in life, it is not about us—it is about the One who is greater than we

are. 
 

I think Jesus uses children as an example because children do this well. Children know that
they don’t understand everything—they are curious about the world and ask copious amounts
of questions because they have faith that the adults in their lives will know the answers and

will guide them well. 
 

Adults can often see this quality in children as a nuisance—if you’ve ever been around a
toddler or a teenager who likes to ask ‘why,’ then perhaps you understand. But the humility of

asking why, of wanting to be instructed and led, is not a nuisance to Jesus. 
Quite the opposite…

is admirable. Because the humility of curiosity, the humility of asking questions, 
the humility of not putting our egos front and center all the 

time is powerful in the kingdom of God
 
 

Rev. Jessica Vaughan Lower.
 
 

Maundy Thursday
Mark 9:33-37

The Power of Humility

Join us in 
the Sanctuary

tonight, 7:00 P.M., 
for our Maundy

Thursday Service!



"It is finished." 
 

“So they took Jesus; and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is
called The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. There they

crucified him … After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in
order to fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty.” … When Jesus received the wine, he
said “It is finished.” Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.” (John 19,

28-30). 
 

On June 6, 1944--D Day--the air and sea forces of the allied armies launched
the largest military invasion in human history. Years later, General Dwight
Eisenhower observed that when the allied forces landed successfully on the
French beaches, he knew the war was over. Germany was finished. Victory in

Europe was now assured. Yet, much hard fighting lay ahead. It would be nearly
a year before Germany finally surrendered in May 1945.

 

Jesus’ death on the cross, on what we call Good Friday, is God’s declaration
that “it is finished.” Yet many of the witnesses that day would endure

persecution as followers of the Christ. Some followers would suffer death.
Throughout the coming centuries, the Christian church would face opposition

again and again. 
 

Often you and I, as Christians, may feel we are living in a world of power that
opposes much of the central values of the Christian faith. On this Good Friday,

let us remember, that “it is finished.” In Jesus death on the cross, let us take
heart as we wait the joyous Easter shout: 

“He is Risen!” 
 

Rev. Dr. Ron White, Scholar in Residence

Good Friday | John 19:28-30
The Power of Sacrifice

The Community Church Chapel is open today
from 6:00 A.M. - 6:00 P.M. for prayer & reflection



Saturday, April 8
Mark 2:1-12

The Power of Skepticism
Theologian Robert McAfee Brown said,” Faith is not a problem to be
solved, but a mystery to be wondered.” Brown’s words are comforting
because they remind us that God takes our questions, doubts, and even
our skepticism seriously. In fact, when we bring our skepticism and our true
selves to God, we gain access the power of God.
 
This is what happened in our scripture reading today from Mark’s gospel.
The Scribes and Pharisees, the religious leaders of the day, were skeptical
when Jesus told the lame man whose friends lowered him through the roof
to Jesus that his sins were forgiven. The religious leaders thought it was
blasphemy! They believed that only God could forgive sins! Their
skepticism unlocked the power of God. By healing the man physically,
Jesus revealed that he not only had the power to heal but he had the
power to forgive sins, too! Jesus revealed his divine power because of the
skepticism of the religious leaders.

When we are honest with God, we can access all the power of God too!
Where in your life and mine are we skeptical? Today is Holy Saturday
when Jesus spent the day in the tomb. Many of us may have legitimate
questions about how the death of Jesus brings us eternal life? But, when
we admit our doubts and ask God our honest questions, we gain access to
the power of God and we meet the Risen Christ. 

And even if we have don’t fully understand it, and are sometimes
skeptical about it, we can still shout the mystery of our faith tomorrow on
Easter Sunday: “Christ is Risen.  He is Risen Indeed! 

Rev. Dr. Tom Tewell
Preacher in Residence



Transformation is scary. Transformation
makes us question what we never questioned
before. Sure, it’s sometimes drastic, but even
the more expected changes do not fail to
alter us entirely: the moment one transforms
into a spouse, or into a parent, or into an
orphan—or into a Christian. 

Which makes it no wonder that, upon seeing
Jesus, Mary and Mary clung to his feet.
Because they were scared, because the parts
of their world that they had never
questioned, the very basics down to life and
death, were changing before their very eyes
and they knew they needed something solid
to hang on to. Which makes it appropriate
that they hung on to Jesus.

And that is an important image: the image
of those who are shaken by transformation
clinging to Jesus.  Because the truth is that
Jesus will be the one who keeps us steady.
Since Jesus is the source of transformation,
making death obsolete and calling us
forward into a Kingdom that is not bound by
pain or time or anything at all, Jesus is the
only one who can steady us when our
foundations are rocked. We can not survive
the transformation that Christ brings into the
world if we refuse to hang on to him. 

Easter Sunday
Resurrection

Matthew 28: 1-10



But it’s also important to notice that we can not
stay hiding at Jesus feet forever. Scripture tells
the story: “They fell to their knees, embraced his
feet, and worshiped him. Jesus said, “You’re
holding on to me for dear life! Don’t be
frightened like that. Go tell my brothers that
they are to go to Galilee, and that I’ll meet
them there.” Clinging to Jesus is good,
worshipping Jesus is good, listening to his voice
is good—but we can not stay in his shadow and
refuse to move out into the world that is
transforming at Jesus command. 

Jesus instruction is not to hide in church
buildings and in Christian cliques, perpetually
afraid of the unpredictable shaking and
trembling that an ever transforming world
brings, trying to protect ourselves from
discomfort and uncertainty. Not at all! Instead,
his instruction is to go, to tell others, to make
the long journeys to places that we never
imagined we would explore. 

My friends, Easter day was the first day that
the world shuddered as death itself died and
the borders that always contained us, the
borders that separated us from God and from
one another, dissolved. The transformation is
underway and will continue until we stand in
eternity. But we cannot hide at the feet of Jesus
until that day—we must walk into the world God
is transforming, ambassadors of Easter’s good
news and assurance for a world who’s
foundations will continue to shake and shudder
until that final day comes. 

Rev. Jessica Vaughan Lower


