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This past winter, I was having tea with a congregant at her home. Christmas had already passed, and our
area was reeling yet again from another pandemic surge of illness, restrictions and societal tension. 

As we sat and talked about the current state of life, she turned to me with frustration in her voice and said,
“You know, I’m just so sick of everyone living only for themselves. Whatever happened to living for the
greatest good of all? The church should do something about that.”

The conversation moved on fairly quickly to other topics, but her words stayed with me. Selfishness and
self-centered behavior have long been a hallmark of humanity—the bible tells us so—but our recent age of
isolation and personal survival against illness and economic fluctuation have certainly exacerbated our
reliance upon rugged individualism to save us. 

Yet, while each of us have tended to ourselves, the world around us has continued to splinter and divide. In
the places where many used to ‘agree to disagree,’ battle lines are currently drawn. In the moments where
people once exercised curiosity toward diverse beliefs and perspectives, many now demand uniformity as a
pre-condition to being heard. 

And this state of our society causes more than just the frustration we experience while watching the nightly
news—it’s an offense against the gospel that we profess as Christians. Jesus Christ teaches us to exercise
love for our enemies, not to indulge our hate. When we are faced with violence, Jesus teaches us to return
only grace. Jesus lifted up the value and worth of the powerless rather than fawning over the power of the
powerful. No matter the circumstances we are faced with, Jesus asks us to think and act beyond our own
self interest. In a world with serious conflicts such as ours, this way of Jesus can feel naive and foolish…and
yet, this is the gospel that Christ invites us into. Being a Christian is holding an invitation to participate in
something bigger than ourselves.

So this fall, San Marino Community Church is hosting our first ever Greatest Good Campaign, where we are
inviting our congregation and the surrounding community to spend time contributing to the Greatest Good
in the world. 

It starts with our Kick-Off Sunday on September 11 from 4:00 - 7:00 P.M. in our church parking lot, where our
church committees have invited more than a dozen organizations from our community to share their
vision, action, and needs as they tend to the greatest good in our society. It is our hope that each person
who attends will consider if they can contribute time, energy, and prayer to one or more of these
organizations in building something bigger than themselves in the world.

To help fuel our effort, SMCC will also be hosting the In-N-Out truck to provide meals free of charge for each
guest, along with Kona Ice for dessert. There will also be live music, games, free t-shirts, and an unmatched
opportunity to learn about what is happening in our larger community, as well as the many ways that we
can get plugged in. 

We hope that you will save the date and join us for this fall kick-off event—all are invited, and all are
welcome. You do not have to be a member of the church to fully participate in every part of the evening, so
please invite a friend or neighbor. The more who are willing to be part of something bigger than themselves,
the more good we all will experience in the world. And then perhaps, someday soon, we will begin to
increase joy and hope in our community and beyond.
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THE GREATEST
GOOD

BY REV. JESSICA VAUGHAN LOWER
“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection;
outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be
patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to
strangers.”                                                                                                                                                                - Romans 12:9
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On Sunday, September 11 from 4:00 - 7:00 P.M., San Marino Community Church will kick off The Greatest
Good Campaign with a fantastic event for our entire community! Our ministry groups and committees
have invited non-profit organizations and charities they believe are contributing to our community in
meaningful ways. Join us for free In-N-Out (suggested donation of $1 per person to benefit LA Food Bank)
and Kona Ice, live music featuring Willow Stephens & the Virginia Road Band, face painting, and carnival
games with prizes! Invite your friends, family, and neighbors to join us for a fun kick-off to the
programmatic year. Walk-ins are welcome, but if you know you'll be joining us, help us plan by registering
at www.tinyurl.com/GreatestGoodKickOff. You'll learn about the incredible work happening all throughout
the San Gabriel Valley and L.A. County, and consider how you can partner with these organizations to be
the greatest good in our community. 
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We kicked off August with a wonderful week of
TREASURED VBS! This year we had 60 children and 30
leaders with us for four full days where we learned
how all of us are treasured by God and how to treasure
each other. We (children, leaders and volunteers alike)
were so sad to see the week come to a close! Please
keep our kids in your prayers as they continue to
adjust to a new school year. We hope the assurance
they received during VBS of how treasured they are
will stay deep within their hearts. We would like to
extend our gratitude to all of our leaders and
volunteers who helped make this a treasured
experience for all.

For the last few weeks of our Sinners and Saints series,
several of our children participated in leading worship
by reading the scripture for that Sunday. If you have a
child between 3rd-6th grade who would like to
participate in this way, reach out and let me know!
(NMacmillan@smccpby.com) We’re hoping this is the
beginning of a longer trend of including our children
as leaders on Sundays.
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AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 

IN SUMMER-Y

VBS: TREASURED & CHILDREN'S MINISTRIES

SUMMER 2022 WAS FULL OF CONNECTION
& COMPASSION

BY NATALIE MACMILLAN 

Near the end of August, we had our Fall Parents Happy Hour, where parents got to connect with each other and the
Natalies, and check in with our Children’s and Youth Programming. Stay tuned for our next Parents Happy Hour
coming in the Spring of 2023!

On June 13 & 14, SMCC hosted a Blood Drive on campus. Over the span of those two days, 24 pints of blood were
collected (17 on the first day and 7 on the second). 72 lives were impacted by the generosity of the SMCC Community!
Thank you to all who came out and volunteered their time. 

OBERAMMERGAU TRIP
Fourteen members and friends of San Marino Community Church spent 11
wonderful days in Germany and Austria last month.  The trip followed pre-
pandemic classes at SMCC focusing on the Christian Reformation which
included the work of Martin Luther. In addition to the great fun we had
together, our trip to Germany and Austria provided a 3rd dimension to those
classes, allowing class participants (and friends), an opportunity to visit the
places that they’d read about. Highlights of the trip included: Berlin, Dachau,
Salzburg, Obersalzberg, and finally Oberammergau, a beautiful Bavarian
town, tucked away in the Alps, most known for its once-a-decade “Passion
Play.” We look forward to planning our next trip for Summer 2024!
Information to come.

Front row (L-R): Jessica Vaughan Lower, Jayne
Parsons, Janet Louie, Janet Wells, Debbie
Herbert, Joann Stock; Jeanie Caldwell
Back row (L-R): Andy Lower, Bill Wells, Ken
Parsons, Brian Wernicke, Rick Caldwell, Bill
Herbert, Robert Louie
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YOUTH MINISTRIES

Do you ever have moments of instant excitement and relief at the
same time? For me, it’s when I am traveling somewhere, or
someone is traveling to me and the second the plane hits the
ground. I get this instant wave of excitement for what’s to come,
and relief in knowing that the travel part of the trip is finished.
Maybe your moments are when you hear that you got that
promotion or raise you have been working so hard for, or when
your kid comes home from school and tells you what they learned
and that they made a new friend, or maybe it’s after you get that
negative Covid test- we’ve all been there. 

To be honest, I was anxious about how the summer was going to
unfold. I was going to be gone for several weeks, recently engaged,
and experiencing my first full summer in this position. Over the
summer I was incredibly intentional with how I spent time with
students, and how I spent my time preparing for youth group to
start up again in August. Time with students was more limited than
I thought as summer school became the new priority, and I made
the jump to take students to camp- which for all who joined, it was
their first time ever experiencing it.

Top L-R: Penelope, Marloe, Sloane, Dana, Kylie 
Bottom L-R: Andrew, Levi, Mariie, Natalie
We loved taking our middle school students to
camp this summer! The focus of the week was
“Broadcast” and we learned about the message
Jesus is broadcasting to us, and how we can
share it with others. Each day, a different
parable taught us that Jesus loves us, and there
is nothing that will get in the way of that love. In
this picture we are showing off our custom-
made shirts with text in Ukranian. These were
specially made for our group since one of our
students who joined recently moved here from
Ukraine. Our week was spent playing games,
eating meals together, spending time at the
water park, and embracing the love God has for
us and others- we wouldn’t change it for the
world!

BY NATALIE DAY 

While I was determined to get a lot done, I was not sure how it
would play out. Now, as the summer ends, I reflect on all the
moments this summer where I got to feel that blended emotion of
excitement and relief. It came at times when I took students to
camp and they all said that it was the first time in their lives where
they realized how much God loves them and other people.

MISSION COMMITTEE SUMMER ACTIVITIES
The Mission Committee had a busy summer of work in the
local community. We were delighted to see a great turnout of
"San Marino Steppers" (pictured, left) at the Union Rescue
Mission Walk at the Rose Bowl.  We also participated in the
Friends In Deed Backpack Drive, contributing  a total value of
$2,234 in  donations, which included approximately 55
backpacks, 177,200 sheets of ruled paper, 66 3-ring binders, 72
spiral notebooks, 24 composition notebooks. Special Thank
you to Peter Wu and his son Peter who designed special
backpacks and had them produced through their company
and donated 42 total! 

It was when I had conversations with students about how we can be more welcoming to new people when they
come to youth group this year. It was when I got a response from dedicated members of the church expressing
their interest in investing in our youth program and bringing students into the greater life of the church.

These last few months have been filled with moments like these, as well as moments of breakthrough when it
comes to planning out the next 9 months of youth group. I am beyond excited to see how our students love each
other this year and step into spaces that contribute to the greatest good. Thank you for letting me be in the lives
of these kids!
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Experts in healthy churches, even before the pandemic, discouraged congregations from fixating on attendance and
giving. Well-funded and well-attended churches are not always better at witnessing to God’s work in the world. Yet,
most of us look for some kind of benchmarks for how our church is doing. How does one meaure Wonder, Healing,
Justice, and Joy on a spreadsheet? Can faithfulness be measured? 

Attendance & Membership
If one looks only at in-person worship attendance, the numbers don’t compare to pre-pandemic days. A first-time visitor
to the Sanctuary might see the current 70-120 in worship (depending on the week and the season) and surmise that the
church is poorly attended – especially during the lean summer months. What they do not see is the 120+ unique IP
addresses that are viewing the service livestream each Sunday morning or during the following hours and days,
representing upwards of 300 additional individuals joining in worship. When added together, these numbers track very
similarly  – and  perhaps even higher – than pre-pandemic attendance. Contemporary Worship has a similar pattern,
but with more in-person attendance than online participation. Additionally, this service  is where most of our new
visitors are coming. Another sign of hope for those who long for more robust in-person attendance: our recent
Christmas and Easter attendance tracked very closely to our pre-pandemic numbers for the first time in two years. 

As chat hosts, Bong Bringas and I welcome members and friends to online worship each week – many who live in
different states. We have been able to retain – and gain – connections with these far-flung members of the church
family. Some of our faithful attenders also report that when they have to miss in-person worship, they are thrilled to be
able to catch up on their chosen service - hours, or even days, later. And, of course, livestreaming worship has been an
enormous blessing for those whose health prevents them from joining worship in the pews. Or those concerned about
unnecessary exposure to the still-present threat of Covid. Our online worship is helping “tether” many more to the
church than previously! Lastly, SMCC has received 58 new members since 2020, including 28 confirmands.

Giving
Our giving patterns have shifted too. While online giving was growing slowly in 2018 and 2019, in the past three years, an
even greater portion of the congregation has shifted to Venmo and credit card giving through the website. Although the
ushers and offering counters have an easier job these days because the offering plates have fewer envelopes, those who
have pledged their support to the church are faithful to their commitments. Albeit through new methods – and with a
completely different timeline. It’s always been hard to predict when our giving will come, but it always comes. And as
maddening as it is for those of us who want to carefully predict and plan for every eventuality, we’re unlikely to see what
the new baseline will be for at least another year. Staying “nimble and wise,” as Rev. Vaughan Lower often says, is an old
skill that has new relevance today.

Thanks to the generosity of the congregation, the 2022 budget is balanced and on track to for a successful completion
of the year. The Finance Committee and the church’s financial staff carefully watch expenses and are keeping an eye on
income. For example, the church has not been spared the recent spike in electric prices, but  income from facility use
has helped mitigate those excess costs. Most committees’ budgets are being spent at or below budget levels for the year.
We are watching a slight drop-off in non-pledged giving and are looking carefully at the ebb and flow of personnel costs.
Things are, predictably, in flux – just like the wider culture. “Cautious optimism” is my often-given answer to the
question, “How are you feeling about the budget?”

In the past, comparing one year’s pattern for these benchmarks of attendance and finances to previous years’ was a
(mostly) reliable method for helping guide the church. But these days, two and a half years into what seems like a never-
ending pandemic, the recent past is of little help to us at all. In this, we are no different from other churches, or social
groups – or any institution that relies on donor income. In fact, especially compared to other faith communities, we are
experiencing immense stability, whereas most churches are truly struggling. Regardless, our new realities show us we 
 need new measures of faithfulness. Fortunately, in this strange and unusual time, God is faithful. And so far, it seems,
we are too. We praise God for each of you!

NEW MEASURES OF
FAITHFULNESS
BY SKIP OBER MILLER 
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A WARM WELCOME 
This fall, San Marino Community Church is pleased to welcome
intern Tiffany Ashworth to our team. Tiffany started her time
with us as a team  leader during VBS this August and will be with
us until November 2022.  

"Greetings, SMCC! I am thrilled to be joining this community as a
pastoral intern over the next few months. I am a native
Californian with my bachelor’s and teaching credential in
English. After six years, I left teaching to begin seminary at
Princeton and finished last year at Fuller. I am currently a
candidate for ordination in the PC(USA) and will be ordination-
ready at this internship’s end! Most recently, I have worked as a
hospital chaplain and at Knox Presbyterian Church. I live in
Pasadena with my husband and two children (Jude, 7 and Reese,
3). I take great delight in nature, authentic community, dance,
and my son’s Little League games. God has given me a passion for
the church, and I am grateful now to nurture this passion in the
special context of SMCC!"

Please offer Tiffany a warm welcome if you see her in the coming
months! 

Join us the first Sunday of every month from 5:00 P.M. - 7:00 P.M. in Fellowship Hall as we share a casual meal
together, enjoy a time of connection, and participate in conversations surrounding faith. If you are looking for a
more casual and  free time of fellowship and worship, or the opportunity to wrestle with your faith, this is the
gathering for you. Each month will feature a fun new theme. All ages are welcome! 

SUNDAY SUPPERS BEGIN OCTOBER 2
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San Marino Community Church Nursery School (SMCCNS) is excited to enter
of season of new! Not only is it time for a new school year, with new students
and new families, we are also welcoming 7 new teachers, and launching new
class offerings and a new app for parents! 

Our teachers are looking forward to welcoming a nearly full roster of happy
friends as we begin the school year. In the coming months and years, Director
Jihan "Jiji" Massoud is dedicated to implementing staff development in order
to best serve our diverse community of children and their families. To further
enrich our children’s educational experience, this Fall we are pleased to begin
offering optional extra-curricular classes featuring activities such as the
sciences, music, Spanish, and more. We have also invested in a new childcare
app, Brightwheel, that will make registration, record-keeping, and
engagement easier for both our families and our staff. Brightwheel will act as
an "information hub" for all, where we will be able to share news and updates,
as well as receive and respond to messages and questions in a prompt and
secure manner. We will also be implementing a new student assessment tool
called DRDP (Desired Results Developmental Profile) to best prepare our
children for elementary school readiness.  

The future of SMCCNS is here and it is looking bright! 

HAPPY NEW
FRIENDS
SAN MARINO COMMUNITY CHURCH NURSERY
SCHOOL CELEBRATES NEW IMPROVEMENTS
FOR FALL 



9

UPCOMING YOUTH
OPPORTUNITIES

FAMILY MINISTRIES
THIS FALL

Children’s Spiritual Formation: Offered at both 9:00 
 A.M. and 10:00 A.M. services for kids preschool-fifth
grade. Childcare for 2-and-under is also offered between
8:45-11:00 A.M. for those attending services.

Third Grade Bibles: Our Third Grade Bible Celebration is
Sunday, September 25! Our third graders will share a
meal together, be recognized in worship, and each
receive their own special Bible. To request that your  3rd
Grader receive a Bible, please fill out the form  by
visiting www.tinyurl.com/SMCC3rdGradeBibles2022. The
deadline to do so is September 1.

American Girls & Tree Climbers: Elementary small
groups for grade 1-5 to connect in fellowship, faith, and
fun! Kicks off September 21, then meets first and third
Wednesdays, after school until 4:45 P.M. Sign up at
www.tinyurl.com/Fall2022AGTC. Dates: September 21,
October 5, October 19, November 2, November 16, and
December 7.

Calling All Shepherds! Shepherds (middle and high
school leaders) are a vital part of our children’s
programs, assisting leaders, loving kids, and building
leadership skills. Shepherd training is September 18.
Contact Mrs. Natalie at NMacmillan@smccpby.com if
your youth is interested in shepherding.

Important Dates for Children’s Ministries:
September 11: Kick-Off Sunday!
September 18: Shepherd Training
September 21: American Girls & Tree 
    Climbers Begins
September 25: Third Grade Bible Celebration
October 29: Trunk or Treat

UPCOMING CHILDREN'S
OPPORTUNITIES

"The Table" Youth Group is back!

High schoolers and middle schoolers are
invited to youth group on Wednesday nights
in Westminster Hall to play games, win
prizes, spend time together and learn more
about the role Jesus has in their lives. For
more information about Youth Group, or to
learn about other activities taking place this
fall, email Youth Director, Natalie Day, at
NDay@smccpby.com.

SPECIAL DELIVERY! Check your mail 

in the coming weeks 

for new release forms 
& event info! 

https://tinyurl.com/Fall2022AGTC
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BRAIN HEALTH
SEMINAR THIS FALL
HOSTED BY THE SMCC WELLNESS COMMITTEE 

The SMCC Wellness Committee presents a new, interactive workshop exploring the intellectual
side of wellness. How does the brain work? What are the basic aspects of memory? Which is
most beneficial, multi-tasking or focused single tasks? Dianne Whiting, a physical therapist,
and chairperson on the Wellness Committee for Monte Vista Grove Homes, will be leading
attendees through a series of practical activities and puzzles that challenge the brain in
healthy ways so to better understand and care for them. This workshop is open to all who
would like to attend. To register, please visit: www.tinyurl.com/BWellSMCC.



Volunteers Needed for Fall Kick-Off
We are looking for volunteers to assist with setup, event
logistics, and tear down for our Fall Kick-Off on Sunday,

September 11. Help is needed throughout the day from 
2:00 P.M. - 9:00 P.M. If you are interested in assisting, please

contact Hailey Horne at HHorne@smccpby.com.
 

Circle of Women
Women's Bible Study is returning on Tuesday, September 13 at

9:00 A.M. in the Church Lounge. Women of all ages are welcome
to join! If you have any questions or need assistance with

childcare, please email CircleOfWomen@smccpby.com.

Conversational English
Our teachers are looking forward to the Fall Season!

Registration and orientation for new and returning students
will take place on September 7, 2022 at the church. To join in,

just follow the balloons! Class meets most Wednesdays and
Fridays from 9:30 A.M. to 11:30 A.M. in the upstairs classrooms.
Please note, doors do not open until 9:30 A.M. We request that

all participants wear masks and bring proof of Covid
vaccination status, along with a photo I.D. 

Registration for the Fall Semester is $20.
 

Fall Office Hours
Fall Office Hours will resume

after Labor Day on Tuesday, September 6. 
The office will be open from 9:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.

The office will be closed on Labor Day.
 

Chancel Choir Returns!
Choir is returning for their first rehearsal of the Fall on

Thursday, September 8 at 7:30 P.M. Anyone is welcome to join!
Full vaccination is required. Contact Music Director, Dr. Peter

Green, at PGreen@smccpby.com with any questions.
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NEWS & NOTES
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