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Our late-summer super-heated landscape received a deluge on Friday evening, September 9, which happened to
coincide with the exact time Kate and I sat in a plane preparing for initial descent into Burbank. Out the window
we watched the ground dissolve into cloudy zero-visibility gray, at which point the captain let us know that
heavy rain prohibited our landing in Burbank: They had to reroute us to LAX. An audible groan rolled through
the cabin, and then the turbulence started. A shaking and clattering heretofore unequaled in my adult life, with
sudden drops in altitude that sent our stomachs flying. 

All of this served as an unwelcome bookend to a truly excellent time getting our oldest settled for college in
Seattle. After that wonderful milestone, we wanted smooth sailing, not physical upheaval and inconvenience.
We wanted security and ease, not turbulence. Nothing quite equals the bodily feeling of risk and vulnerability
while flying in a plane through a jolting storm. For a few heart-fluttering moments I gripped my upholstered
armrest for dear life.  

Surely we can find here analogies to our life of faith and practice: Here we are, a group of people on a set
trajectory to love God and love others with all that we’ve got, and what do you know, a storm comes, the
turbulence starts, and the destination to which we thought we were heading changes on the fly. What is more,
the protective layers around us can certainly feel rather thin at times, even though our faith keeps reminding us
of the blessed assurances of God. So, what do we cling to in those moments of turbulence? 

This question takes us deep to the heart of what it means to journey by faith. For three weeks in October on
Sunday afternoons, as part of the Greatest Good Campaign, we’ll be looking together at Walter Brueggemann’s
book, Journey to the Common Good. We will trace the footsteps and heartbeats of the people of Israel as they
find themselves rescued from the turbulence of enslavement to Pharoah just to be ushered into the precarious
wandering in the wilderness. They ask themselves repeatedly, What is truly good? That question drives them
away from default dependence on all their usual life supports and aims their gaze at the mysterious work of God
in their midst. They look to God’s guidance to shape their community, slowly learning that, even in turbulence,
they are not simply working for their own survival, but answering the call of God to love neighbors and work for
the common good. 

I hope you’ll join us as we explore this rich text from Brueggemann that invites us deep into the Biblical
narratives of Exodus, Jeremiah, and Isaiah. We probably will not find quick, pat assurances, but chances are we
may find an unimaginably loyal and compassionate God who beckons us to cultivate the community given to us
as God’s people. Our journeys toward the common good take us to places we may never have imagined
ourselves going. And chances are those places are better than anything we could have conjured up on our own.  

That Friday night, as it turns out, the rain relented, and we landed in Burbank after all. And even though I had
that ragged feeling that comes from being tossed around, what sticks with me is the fact that five rows behind
us, every time the plane made a giant dip, two elementary age boys giggled with utter glee like it was the best
rollercoaster ride they’ve ever been on. It’s almost as if worrying a bit less allows more joy to stream in. What a
good thing. Even with the turbulence, that’s a journey I’m excited to be invited to join. 
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JOURNEY TO THE
COMMON GOOD
BY REV. DR. ERIK WIEBE

Love from the center of who you are; don’t fake it. 
Run for dear life from evil; hold on for dear life to good. 

- Romans 12:9 [The Message by Eugene Peterson]
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Sunday, September 11 marked the beginning of our programmatic
year, and what a great day it was! Not only did we kick off our
Greatest Good Campaign with a new sermon series, but we also
officially welcomed our new Associate Pastor for Spiritual
Formation and Pastoral Care, Rev. Dr. Erik Wiebe to worship with
over 300 people joining us in worship both online and in person.
We are so glad to have Erik and his family with us as we enter the
the Fall season.

Later that afternoon, we were delighted to welcome a record
number of attendees to our Fall Kick-Off!  Nearly 400 people,
including both long-standing members and newcomers, joined us
in the SMCC parking lot for an evening of games, food, and live
music with Willow Stephens and the Virginia Road Band, as we
raised awareness about 13 organizations contributing to the
greatest good in our community. The turn-out was so far beyond
what we were expecting, our In-n-Out Truck sold out ahead of
schedule! Thankfully, that didn’t deter our incredibly generous
guests and we raised nearly $1000 dollars for the L.A. Food Bank
which will provide over 3,600 meals to people in L.A. County. Union
Station Homeless Services, the Iglesia Food Pantry & Ronald
MacDonald House of Pasadena also received many donations of
canned & non-perishable foods, as well as paper towels. We would
like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all who brought donations
and connected with these wonderful organizations, which
included: Families Forward, Friends in Deed, Iglesia Food Pantry,
La Casa de San Gabriel Community Center, Miry's List, Monte Vista
Grove Homes, Ministry of Hope, My Refuge House, North Valley
Caring Services, Pasadena Village, Ronald McDonald House
Pasadena, Stephen Ministries, Union Rescue Mission, and Union
Station Homeless Services. 

A GATHERING FOR THE
GREATEST GOOD 

WHAT'S NEXT?
We are so blessed to have a congregation who cares so
deeply about our local community. In this season, as
we are challenged to be part of something greater
than ourselves, we want to know how you are being
inspired to do more for the greatest good. Perhaps you
have committed to pray for one of the organizations
you learned about at our Kick-Off? Are you
volunteering hours with a local charity or neighbor?
Contributing donations to those in need? We want to
hear from you! Email SMCC@smccpby.com with the
subject: "Greatest Good," and tell us how you are 
 participating in the Campaign. We can't wait to share
about the impact being made through our
congregation in future communications!



Associate Pastor Rev. Dr. Erik Wiebe will be leading the Fall
Session of our weekly Adult Bible Study beginning on Tuesday,
October 4 from 4:00-5:00 P.M. in the Community Room. We will
be reading and discussing Robert Alter's Genesis: Translation &
Commentary. His book can be purchased through Amazon. Should
you have any questions, please email SMCC@smccpby.com. 

TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY: GENESIS
4:00 - 5:00 P.M. | FELLOWSHIP HALL

Begins
10/4

Join us following the Contemporary Service on Sunday, October 9
for a brief Financial Town Hall. Attendees will receive an update
on the church's budget, have a time for questions, and hear a
report from The Foundation of San Marino Community Church.

FINANCIAL TOWN HALL 
11:30 A.M. | FELLOWSHIP HALL

10/9

UPCOMING EVENTS
Our first Sunday Supper of the year will be taking place on
Sunday, October 2 in honor of World Communion Day. If you
would like to join us for a final farewell to summer with some
grilled hot dogs, games and community with guests of all ages,
please come and bring a friend! There is no need to register in
advance. 

SUNDAY SUPPER 
5:00 - 7:30 P.M. | FELLOWSHIP HALL

10/2

The SMCC Wellness Committee presents a new, interactive
workshop exploring the intellectual side of wellness. How does
the brain work? What are the basic aspects of memory? Which is
most beneficial, multi-tasking or focused single tasks? Dianne
Whiting, a physical therapist, and chairperson on the Wellness
Committee for Monte Vista Grove Homes, will be leading a series
of practical activities and puzzles that challenge the brain in
healthy ways to better understand and care for them. This
workshop is open to all who would like to attend. To register,
please visit: www.tinyurl.com/BWellSMCC

KEEP YOUR BRAIN ON ITS TOES: PROMOTING &
MAINTAINING BRAIN HEALTH
4:00 - 6:00 P.M. | FELLOWSHIP HALL

10/9

Rehearsals for the 2022 Christmas Concert start on Thursday
October 6. All are welcome to join! No auditions are required.
This year, the choir will be performing Handel’s Messiah along
with a few beautiful carols, accompanied by an orchestra. The
Christmas Concert will take place on Sunday, December 4 at 4:00
P.M. We hope you will join us! Should you have any questions,
please email PGreen@smccpby.com. 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT REHEARSALS
THURSDAYS | 7:30 - 8:30 P.M. | CHOIR ROOM

Begins
10/6
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What are the challenges that we as a church face as we
seek the good with and for our neighbors? Risk and
vulnerability are involved as we open ourselves to the
needs in our community and our world, and the God
who journeyed with the people of Israel is the same
God who journeys with us as disciples of Jesus in our
day and age. This three-week class, led by Associate
Pastor Erik Wiebe, will lead us through the three
chapters of Brueggeman’s book as we trace the arc of
God’s salvific work through history, past and present.
Should you have any questions about this series, please
email EWiebe@smccpby.com. 

JOURNEY TO THE COMMON GOOD: 
BOOK STUDY
3:00 - 5:00 P.M. | FELLOWSHIP HALL

Begins
10/16

In honor of our 2022 Stewardship Campaign,
Cultivating Community, joing us for a fun & casual
evening with a dash of friendly competition! For more
information, see page 6. 

GIVING SUNDAY CHILI COOK OFF
5:00 - 7:00 P.M. | COURTYARD

10/16

Do you find yourself craving greater intimacy with God
and others? Are you experiencing a time of particularly
high anxiety or stress? Would you benefit from more
space for quiet? If you find yourself answering yes to
any of these questions, I invite you to consider signing
up for one of our Lectio Divina listening groups. Lectio
Divina is an ancient, contemplative practice of
listening through scripture. Unlike a Bible study or
Christian Education class, Lectio Divina is a meditative
way of reading scripture that invites us to attune both
to God and to each other. Over the course of this
Greatest Good campaign, we invite you to consider
joining our Pastoral Intern, Tiffany Ashworth, in
practicing greater presence to God and one another so
that we might live with greater spiritual attention and
response to God’s activity in our lives and
communities. These groups will be offered in person
and over Zoom for six consecutive weeks. In-person
sessions will begin on Monday, October 10 from 7:00-
8:30 P.M. in the Church Lounge. Zoom sessions will
begin on Thursday, October 13 from 10:00 A.M – 11:30
A.M. Space is very limited! To join either the in-person
or zoom sessions you must register in advance. To do
so, please visit: https://tinyurl.com/LectioSMCC 

LECTIO DIVINA: LISTENING GROUPS
IN-PERSON MONDAYS 
& ONLINE THURSDAYS

Begins
10/10 &
10/13

mailto:EWiebe@smccpby.com
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CULTIVATING
COMMUNITY

From October 9 - 23, San Marino Community Church will be conducting
its annual Stewardship Campaign - a time for the community to give
thanks for God's faithfulness in and through SMCC, and consider what is
needed to ensure that we will remain strong for generations to come. 

This year's theme, Cultivating Community, invites us to consider the
deep roots established in years past, which have provided a steady
bedrock and immense stability in the very tumultuous years we have
recently experienced. Because of these deep roots, we have not only
weathered the recent challenges, but we are experiencing growth and
signs of new life as we emerge into a new season. From our thriving
children and youth ministries, to our recently fortified clergy team that
has welcomed a new Associate Pastor for Spiritual Formation and
Pastoral Care, we are at a pivotal moment as we prepare for an unknown
future. 

We need you more than ever. After years of change and upheaval, now
is the time to press forward. It is essential for us to invest in this
community so that we may enrich our soil, deepen our roots, and
provide support for the new life in our community during this exciting
season. We ask you to consider how you can partner with us and lend
support through an Estimate of Giving for the 2023 year. Materials will
be sent to your home, or you can give online at www.smccpby.com/give. 

We also invite you to join us for our annual community Chili Cook-Off on
Giving Sunday, October 16 at 5:00 P.M.! Sign up to participate online and
join us for a fun and casual evening of fellowship as we celebrate this
community we so dearly love. This year's gathering will feature a
judging panel comprised of members of our Youth Group, prizes, and
more! We hope to see you there. Thank you for your partnership! 
 

THE 2022 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN
INVITES US TO CELEBRATE OUR

DEEP ROOTS & NEW GROWTH 
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DOING GOD'S WORK
The 2022 school backpack drive for
students being served by Friends in
Deed was SMCC’s most generous year
yet.  The word went out and you
responded!  Some people shopped on
line thru the Amazon wish list, others
shopped themselves and delivered the
items to the church, and others gave
cash which we used to buy the supplies
most needed.  We delivered 55 good
quality backpacks plus binders, spiral
notebooks, notebook paper, and the
other items needed to fill each
backpack.   SMCC contributed to the
Greatest Good in meeting the needs of
under-served school students in
Pasadena.

We had some firsts this year!  Peter Wu
and his son Alex donated 24 beautifully
decorated backpacks.  Alex, a student
at the Art School, designed the
backpacks, and Peter had them
produced.  Peter is a deacon at SMCC,
saw a need, and shared their talents
and gifts for the Greatest Good.
Another first this year came from the
Men’s Wednesday Morning Breakfast
Group. These faithful men saw the
need and responded with  an incredibly
generous cash gift that was turned into
school supplies.  With these two special
donations, along with the outpouring
from the congregation, SMCC was able
to respond abundantly and contribute
to the Greatest God. Thank you, SMCC!
We are doing God’s work. 

BY JANET JONES
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CHILDREN'S
MINISTRIES

This past month of September was a full one! In addition to San
Marino Community Church’s Fall Kick Off Celebration (where it was
great to see a number of you visit the Children’s Ministries Spin-to-
Win booth!) we had our annual Shepherd Training where we were
excited to welcome a few new 6th grade shepherds! We also hosted
the Third Grade Bible Celebration, where twelve of our third graders
received their Bibles and were recognized in both worship services. In
conjunction with the larger church, we began our series on The
Greatest Good, exploring how children are just as important as
grown-ups in doing God’s important work in this world! And lastly,
our elementary small groups, American Girls and Tree Climbers,
kicked off for the Fall Season!

BY NATALIE MACMILLAN

Children’s Spiritual Formation 
Offered at 9:00 A.M. and 10:00 A.M. services for kids preschool through fifth

grade. Childcare for 2-and-under is  offered between 8:45 - 11:00 A.M. for
those attending services.

 

American Girls & Tree Climbers 
Elementary small groups for first through fifth grade connect in fellowship,
faith, and fun! Meets every first and third Wednesday, after school until 4:45
P.M. Sign up at https://tinyurl.com/Fall2022AGTC. Dates: October 5, October

19, November 2, November 16, December 7
 

Trunk or Treat
Saturday, October 29 | 5:00 P.M. – 8:00 P.M. | SMCC Parking Lot 

Join us in a family-friendly atmosphere for some Halloween fun, with a
food truck, crafts, and a contest for best decorated car! This year, we will be

accepting donations of canned foods. To ATTEND, sign up here: 
 https://tinyurl.com/SMCCTrunkorTreat2022. Trunk Hosts needed! To HOST

A TRUNK, sign up here: https://tinyurl.com/SMCCParkingSpaceTT2022
 

Nativity Pageant
Third through fifth graders as well as middle and high school youth are

invited to participate in this year’s Nativity Pageant! Most rehearsals are on
Sunday mornings, and the Pageant will be at 4:00 P.M. on Christmas Eve. If

your child is interested in participating, or your youth is interested in
helping to "shepherd"  the kids in the cast, contact Mrs. Natalie at

NMacmillan@smccpby.com by November 15.
 

Advent Workshop - Save the Date!  
Sunday, December 4 | 11:15 A.M. – 12:45 P.M.  

Come and celebrate the spirit of Advent with activities, crafts, music, and
cookie decorating! Fun for the whole family! $20/individual, $30/family.

More information regarding registration to come. 

UPCOMING CHILDREN'S OPPORTUNITIES

https://tinyurl.com/Fall2022AGTC
https://tinyurl.com/SMCCTrunkorTreat2022
https://tinyurl.com/SMCCParkingSpaceTT2022


We are back to our weekly youth group program, and we
have been loving every minute of it. Our goal each week is
to create a space that students want to come back to
because it is safe, welcoming, enjoyable, and holds a sense
of community. Each week we take time in small groups to
reflect on what is happening in our lives and how our faith
can connect to it. We have talked about how we spend our
days, how our work ethic reflects our faith, and how we
can make people feel loved. Throughout the year we will
be inviting members of the church to share how they live
their lives, and why their faith is such a critical part of it. I
think that as students continue to grow in their
understanding of this chaotic world we live in, it’s
important to be reminded that there are people out there
doing good work- largely because of who God is to them. If
you are interested in learning more about our youth
ministry program, or sharing in it, please do not hesitate
to reach out!

11

BACK & BETTER
THAN EVER

Divine Conversations: High School Bible Study
Sundays beginning October 16 | 11:15 A.M. – 12:30 P.M. | Westminster Hall 
High schoolers will have the chance to meet weekly on Sunday afternoons to
discuss how our faith fits into the messiest parts of the world. Primarily
focused on social justice, this will be a space where they can bring their
honest reflections, challenge themselves, and think critically about how
they live their lives with Jesus in mind. Brunch is provided!

The Table: Youth Group
Every Wednesday | 6:30 - 8:00 P.M. | Westminster Hall
Middle school and high school students are invited to join us 
every Wednesday night for games, community, 
and discussion as we build deep relationships. 

SMCC’s First Annual Haunted House 
Wednesday, October 26 | 6:00–8:00 P.M. 
Yup, that’s right! On October 26, Youth Group will take a spooky turn.
Students and their friends will have the chance to step into the church
hallways which will have transformed into something a bit more eerie. If
you have a knack for haunting and would like to help us deck out our
campus (or if startling some teenagers sounds like a good time), reach out
to Youth Director Natalie Day at NDay@smccpby.com. 

UPCOMING YOUTH OPPORTUNITIES

BY NATALIE DAY



COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
(USPS) 126-520

Published by San Marino Community Church
Published monthly except January & August

Periodical Postage Paid at Pasadena, CA
Postmaster: Send Address Changes to

1750 Virginia Road, San Marino, CA 91108-2597 

Address changes?

Requests for removal?

Contact us at:
San Marino 
Community Church
1750 Virginia Road
San Marino, CA 91108
626/282-4181
SMCC@smccpby.com
www.smccpby.com


