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Sometimes life doesn’t work out in the way we were hoping. We never imagined that our loved one
would get sick, let alone be gone by the time the holidays came around. We never thought that the
promotion would go to someone else. We never knew how challenging it was to create holiday magic for
those we love. We never planned for a pandemic, for a recession, for such political upheaval. Sometimes
the circumstances of our lives find us standing slack-jawed and in disbelief, leaving us feeling unsure of
where to move next.

Life’s non-compliance with our plans and hopes can feel particularly disconcerting around the holidays,
when what we long for most is that nostalgic feeling of ‘home’ that reassures us that everything is as it
should be. Sometimes we rely on denial to get us through, using all our emotional strength to deny that
we’re dissatisfied or grieving during the ‘most wonderful time of the year.’ Other times, we give up
completely, leaving the turkey frozen at the store and the centerpieces packed away in the hope that
next year will be better. 
 

When I find myself in times like these, I am reminded of my friend, Katy. As a teenager and young adult,
Katy had boundless energy and a quick wit. During a difficult season in my life, when things just weren’t
working out the way I had hoped, Katy had dutifully been a good listener and sympathizer…but it wasn’t
in her nature to take life sitting down. One afternoon, she walked into my room unexpectedly and she
said, “I know that it feels like you’ve lost the fight, but I want you to remember that it’s impossible for
you to lose.” 

I remember just looking at her, puzzled. 

“It’s impossible for you to lose because the game is already over, and God has won it for you. Everything
you’re going through right now, it matters, but this isn’t the end of the story. The story was over long
ago and Jesus came out the winner. I just don’t want you to be fooled into thinking that this is going to
be the end of you. We already know what happens at the end, and the end is: God has already won.” 

Carl Sandburg’s poem “Our Prayer of Thanks” echoes what Katy was trying to tell me that day. Whether
we are met with the laughter of children or the tears of the aged, whether we are faced with the glory of
a rising sun or the mystery of a darkened sky, whether we are grieving in times of war or being revived
by the quiet sounds of a river, God is sovereign. In the times when we are unsure of what will come next,
God is certain. In the times when we are feeling defeated, God stands victorious. In the times when we
are in need of reprieve, God is waiting in rest. 

If you or someone you love is wondering if this upcoming season will take the best of you—if you are
finding it difficult to feel grateful—then you are not alone. The secrets and the signals and the system
are God's, and God will not leave your side.
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ALREADY WON
BY REV. JESSICA VAUGHAN LOWER 

God, the game is all your way, 
the secrets and the signals and the system; 

and so for the break of the game and the first play and the last. 
Our prayer of thanks.

 — Carl Sandburg
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WORSHIP EVENTS
Are you interested in joining the church? Would you like
to learn more about San Marino Community Church and
its ministries? Come to our Fall New Member Class! This
two-part class takes place on Sunday, November 6 & 13
with presentation to the congregation during a
combined service on Sunday, November 20. To learn
more, please contact Associate Pastor Rev. Dr. Erik
Wiebe at EWiebe@smccpby.com.

NEW MEMBER CLASS 
NOVEMBER 6, 13 & 20

SUNDAY SUPPER | GRATITUDE 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6 | 5:00 P.M.
Sunday Suppers have resumed for the Fall! Join us for a
casual time of connection and thoughtful conversation
as we share a meal together. November’s Sunday Supper
will take place on Sunday November 6 at 5:00 P.M. in
Fellowship Hall. We will be hosting a Thanksgiving-style
potluck and we invite everyone attending to bring along
their favorite fall dish to share with our Church
Community!

COMBINED SERVICE & SPECIAL
MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20 | 10:00 A.M.  
During a special Combined Service on November 20
we will be officially installing Rev. Dr. Erik Wiebe as
Associate Pastor for Spiritual Formation & Pastoral
Care. We will also confirm our New Members of the
Fall 2022 season. Following the service, Session has
called a special meeting of the congregation to
receive & act upon the report of the Officer
Nominating Committee. If you cannot attend in
person you will be able to watch the meeting and vote
via Zoom webinar. Please look to our weekly emails
for more information. 

SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20 | 4:00 P.M.
As the holiday season quickly approaches, we are
reminded of the blessings & love of our families. For
many, this season can be a painful reminder of those
who are no longer with us. Please join us for a Service of
Remembrance, which includes a special time to read
aloud the names of those who joined the Kingdom
Eternal. For more details on how to participate, please
contact Church Office at SMCC@smccpby.com.

mailto:EWiebe@smccpby.com


4:00 P.M.
Christmas Choir Concert Begins

in the Sanctuary

CHRISTMAS
EXTRAVAGANZA

SAN MARINO COMMUNITY CHURCH

SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 4
3:30 P.M.

Christmas Mission Market Open

5:30 P.M.
Christmas Tree Lighting

featuring Willow Stephens
 

A Very Festive Sunday Supper Begins
with Grilled Bratwursts,  Hot Cider & Cocoa, 

 Roasted Chestnuts & Christmas Cookies

Family Advent Workshop
in Fellowship Hall

4



5

Give the gift of giving!  Join our church family in making a
real difference in the lives of low-income families with the
Christmas Giving Tree.  This ministry supports families
through Community Church mission partner La Casa de San
Gabriel, which has been helping families in need for more
than 70 years, including operating a preschool and holding
teen support groups.

Visit our annual Giving Tree in the Courtyard for ornaments
representing gifts for boys or girls (valued between $25 and
$30) and to contribute cash donations of any amount, used to
provide grocery gift cards for Christmas dinners.  Cash is the
most needed item and can also be mailed to the Church Office
with the memo “Giving Tree.”  Thank you for being a blessing
to others! 
Questions?  Email ChristmasGivingTree@smccpby.com

CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE

mailto:ChristmasGivingTree@smccpby.com
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FALL FESTIVITIES
This past month of September was a full one! In
addition to San Marino Community Church’s Fall
Kick Off Celebration (where it was great to see a
number of you visit the Children’s Ministries Spin-
to-Win booth!) we had our annual Shepherd
Training where we were excited to welcome a few
new 6th grade shepherds! We also hosted the 3rd
grade Bible Celebration, where nine of our 3rd
graders received their Bibles and were recognized
in both worship services. In conjunction with the
larger church, we began our series on The Greatest
Good, exploring how children are just as important
as grown-ups in doing God’s important work in this
world! And lastly, our elementary small groups,
American Girls and Tree Climbers, kicked off for the
Fall Season!

UPCOMING CHILDREN'S OPPORTUNITIES
Children’s Spiritual Formation 
Offered at 9:00 A.M. and 10:00 A.M. services for kids preschool through fifth grade. Childcare for 2-and-under is 
 offered between 8:45 - 11:00 A.M. for those attending services.

American Girls & Tree Climbers 
Elementary small groups for first through fifth grade connect in fellowship, faith, and fun! Meets every first and
third Wednesday, after school until 4:45 P.M. Sign up at https://tinyurl.com/Fall2022AGTC. Remaining dates:
November 2, November 16, December 7

BY NATALIE MACMILLAN

Advent Workshop: Sunday, December 4 
NEW TIME: 4:00 P.M. - 5:00 P.M.
Come and celebrate the spirit of Advent
with activities, crafts, music, and cookie
decorating! Fun for the whole family!
Suggested donation: $20/individual,
$30/family. To attend, please register at
www.tinyurl.com/AdventWS. To
volunteer, email Mrs Natalie at
NMacMillan@smccpby.com. 

Nativity Pageant
Third through fifth graders, as well as
middle and high school youth, are
invited to participate in this year’s
Nativity Pageant! Most rehearsals are
on Sunday mornings, and the Pageant
will be at 4:00 P.M. on Christmas Eve. If
your child is interested in participating,
or your youth is interested in helping to
"shepherd"  the kids in the cast, contact
Mrs. Natalie by November 15.

https://tinyurl.com/Fall2022AGTC
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BELONGING
Just as the church has been learning about what it means
to cultivate community and contribute to the greatest
good, our youth have been embracing these themes on
Wednesday nights as well! For each student that walks
through the doors, we make a point to take their picture
and put it on our photo wall. The theme of ‘you belong
here’ is one that we hold closely as a group and try to
remind students that it is true no matter what. 

Over the last few weeks, I have been incredibly proud of
how our students have embraced this sense of belonging
and the greatest good. We have had over 30 students
attend our youth group since starting in August, all for
various reasons. We have had students come because
their families are connected, because a friend invited
them, and because a classmate mentioned it is worth
trying out. Our small group discussions tend to go over
our allotted time as students are craving to connect with
one another and their leaders. It is exciting to know there
is a sense of wonder among the group as they spend time
inviting others to join in something bigger than
themselves and carry on conversations about faith
without prompting.

The phrase ‘you belong here’ is not only something we
want to actively say out loud, but we want people to feel
as well. When people belong, they experience healing and
joy. They seek justice to make sure that others have a
sense of belonging as well. I am so proud that our group
seeks to make people feel known, and I feel incredibly
honored to be in this space we have created each week.

BY NATALIE DAY

UPCOMING YOUTH OPPORTUNITIES
Divine Conversations: High School Bible Study

Sundays beginning October 16 | 11:15 A.M. – 12:30 P.M. | Westminster Hall 
High schoolers will have the chance to meet weekly on Sunday afternoons to

discuss how our faith fits into the messiest parts of the world. Primarily
focused on social justice, this will be a space where they can bring their

honest reflections, challenge themselves, and think critically about how
they live their lives with Jesus in mind. Brunch is provided!

 

The Table: Youth Group
Every Wednesday | 6:30 - 8:00 P.M. | Westminster Hall

Middle school and high school students are invited to join us 
every Wednesday night for games, community, 
and discussion as we build deep relationships. 
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NEWS & NOTES... 
San Marino Community Church Nursery School is pleased to
announce that they have have passed their accreditation through the
National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC).
During the accreditation process, NAEYC evaluates programs over a
series of months through a four-step process and requires that
accredited institutions meet standards grouped into 10 areas:
relationships with children, curriculum, teaching approaches, child
assessment, nutrition and health, staff qualifications, relationship
with children's families, relationship with the community, physical
environment, and program leadership and management. SMCCNS
was awarded a five year accreditation and passed with flying colors.
This accomplishment comes as a result of a months-long, labor-
intensive evaluation process led by Nursery School Director Jihan
Massoud, and involving relentless work from the entire Nursery
School staff and support from church leadership.  

NURSERY SCHOOL RECEIVES 5-YEAR
ACCREDITATION 

THANK YOU FOR "CULTIVATING COMMUNITY"
THROUGH OUR STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN! 

On Sunday, October 16, as part of the Stewardship Campaign, we
hosted our second annual Giving Sunday Chili Cook-Off. Nearly 100
guests attended and ten different kinds of chili were contributed to
the competition, including vegetarian chili, sweet chili, Szechwan
chili and more! Guests also contributed a variety of delicious desserts
and salads. A very special judging panel consisting of members of the
SMCC Youth Group selected Tina Jacobsen as this year's  grand prize
winner. This fun and festive evening provided a wonderful
opportunity to gather together, enjoy fellowship, and celebrate the
community we love. 

San Marino Community Church is grateful for all who participated in this year's Stewardship Campaign, "Cultivating
Community." We are thankful to those of you who submitted Estimates of Giving for 2023. If you haven't had a chance
to submit your Estimate, it's not too late! You can give online any time at www.smccpby.com/give. We will be
publishing a list of all who contributed in next month's Community Connections.



San Marino Community Church is pleased to be launching the
application process for the O'Grady Pastoral Residency Program.
This program was made possible through generous donations to
The Foundation of San Marino Community Church in honor of Rev.
Jeff O'Grady upon his retirement. This residency program uniquely
focuses on engaging entrepreneurial skills in pastoral ministry,
equipping residents to engage adaptive leadership skills, and
exercising them in an innovative, west coast context. In addition to
serving as a working member of church staff and supporting the
ministry of San Marino Community Church, residents will complete
7 core units of training under the instruction of church clergy and
staff. Applicants can apply through mid-January 2023. Interviews
will be conducted through February 2023 and, pending applications,
a resident could be selected as early as February 28, 2023, with a
start date of August 1, 2023. For more information, visit:
www.smccpby.com/serve/PastoralResidency.
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PASTORAL RESIDENCY PROGRAM NOW ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS

HANDMADE BLANKETS FOR LAC+USC
MEDICAL CENTER The Mission Team is partnering with the Presbytery of San

Gabriel to support Rev. Elizabeth Gibbs-Zehnder, the 
 Presbyterian staff chaplain at LAC+USC Medical Center. Rev.
Gibbs-Zehnder is asking our congregation to join other faith
communities to create 700 colorful handmade blankets to give
to patients during the Christmas season as a reminder that
they are not alone. Finished blankets should be at least 36"x
36" and must be received by December 13, 2022. She asks that
with each stitch, you pray into that blanket your blessings of 

 healing & hope. Questions? Please email, Elizabeth.GibbsZehnder@gmail.com or janebrunette.jb@gmail.com.

2022 ADVENT DEVOTIONAL: WONDER, HEALING,
JOY & JUSTICE
San Marino Community Church will be providing an Advent Devotional for members and friends of the
Church. These short, daily reflections will center on our Advent Series theme of "Wonder, Healing, Joy,
Justice." Devotionals will be written by church clergy and directors, and will be available beginning Sunday,
November 20. Physical copies of the devotional will be available in the Courtyard on Sundays or from the
Church Office during regular office hours. Electronic copies will be available via weekly church emails. We
encourage you to utilize this free resource as you prepare your hearts for the Advent Season! 

YOU'RE INVITED TO JOIN THE CORNERSTONE SOCIETY
The Foundation of San Marino Community Church invites all members and friends who indicate the
church or the Foundation in their will, trust, or estate plans to join our planned giving community, The
Cornerstone Society. There is no minimum contribution required to join, and members are invited to
several social gatherings each year as a small token of gratitude for their investment in the future of
our community. If you are intersted in joining, please contact Director of Communications and
Development Victoria Smith at VSmith@smccpby.com. 

mailto:Elizabeth.GibbsZehnder@gmail.com
mailto:janebrunette.jb@gmail.com
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