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Power is an interesting thing. On one hand, we crave power—at least enough of it so that we can direct the
course of our lives as we wish. On the other hand, we fear power—usually when it is in the hands of someone
other than ourselves. Some people will insist that they do not possess power, though author Alice Walker
observes that “The most common way people give up their power is by thinking they don’t have any.” Others will
insist that they can (and will) exercise more power than others imagine to be possible, though Margaret
Thatcher once asserted that “power is like being a lady…if you have to tell people you are, you aren’t.” Power is
an interesting thing, and how we relate to and exercise power can quickly feel complicated and confusing. 

For people of faith, we can at least start the conversation about power from a common point: we know that all
power originates from God alone. Sure, we experience other expressions of power in our daily lives—political
power, financial power, social power, etc.—but Christians can recognize that there is no power that will ever be
greater than the power of God to create, to love, to rule, or to act. There is no greater expression of power than
God’s power in the world and in our lives. 
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REDEEMING POWERREDEEMING POWER
BY REV. JESSICA VAUGHAN LOWER

“Power is always dangerous. Power attracts the worst and corrupts the best.”
— Edward Abbey

“Rekindle the gift of God that is within you…for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice 
but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline.”

— 2 Timothy 1:6-7
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God is true power. Which is why it is important for us to engage power faithfully, thoughtfully, and
reverently. 

Furthermore, the Bible asserts that humanity is created in God’s image, which means that each and every
one of us is created with power to exercise throughout our lives. To deny the power inherent to our being is to
deny God’s image in us, and to abuse the power inherent to our being is to abuse God’s image in us. 

 Which leaves us with the question: how do we engage and use power in a way that is honoring to God? 

 I hope you will join us in worship, either in person or online, throughout the six Sundays of Lent as we talk
about “Redeeming Power” in our Christian practice. Following the life of Jesus through the Book of Mark, we
will be considering how we can be good stewards of the power ingrained in our being, a power that serves as
a reflection of God in our world today. Because while many might agree that author Edward Abbey is correct
—that God’s power attracts the worst and corrupts the best—we as Christians are called to believe that God’s
power is given to all without reservation and with the intent to draw us closer to God’s heart. Because
perhaps Gandhi worded it best, “Power based on love is a thousand times more effective and permanent than
the one derived from fear of punishment.”
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UPCOMING WORSHIP
& EVENTS

Prayer, Poetry & Power: A Lenten Study
Thursdays in Lent: March 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30 | Church Library | 7:00 - 8:00 P.M. 
Join us during Lent for a hybrid learning hour of guided reflections using esteemed author
Marilyn McEntyre's book When Poets Pray (copies are available to purchase in the Church Office).
Explore how poetry & prayer are closely related, giving voice to what is seen and felt. Session will
take place in the Library and live-streamed over Zoom. 
 

Lacy Park Meet-Up
Saturday, March 4 | Lacy Park | 10:00 - 11:30 A.M.
Mrs. Natalie and Pastor Erik will be hanging out at the play structure in Lacy Park and they hope
to see you there! Admission for non-residents of San Marino is on us. There will be snacks for the
kids and coffee for the adults. Look for the balloons!

Pollinator Workshop
Sunday, March 5 | 3:00 P.M. - 4:30 P.M. | Community Room
Youth Student, McKenna Dahlen, will be hosting a workshop featuring the basics of pollinators,
gardening, and irrigation in the Community Room as a part of her Girl Scout Gold Award Project.
This workshop is free and open to anyone! To RSVP, or if you have questions, please email
mckennadahlen@icloud.com.

March Sunday Supper
Sunday, March 5 | 5:00 - 7:00 P.M. | Fellowship Hall
Join us for our March Sunday Supper! Members of the Mandarin Bible Study will be preparing
various Asian dishes for us all to enjoy. Attendees are invited to bring a small side or dessert to
share. We hope to see you there! 

New Member Gatherings
Sunday, March 12 & 19 | Courtyard | Following Contemporary Service
Are you interested in joining the church? Would you like to learn more about San Marino
Community Church and its ministries? Join Pastor Erik for some casual conversation and
refreshments! To learn more, express interest, or to register, please contact Pastor Erik at
EWiebe@smccpby.com or Eva Farrar at EFarrar@smccpby.com. 

百望园 | El Jardin De Las Cien Esperanzas | Garden of 100 Hopes Work Day
Saturday, March 18 | Virginia Manse | 7:00 A.M.
Build out of our new Community Garden continues on March 18 with a work day led by Andy
Lower. We will be planting, digging, and more. No previous garden experience needed! To
volunteer, please sign up at: www.tinyurl.com/100Hopes. Any questions can be sent to Andy at
GardenOf100Hopes@gmail.com. And save the date! A special, official opening of the garden will
take place on Earth Day 2023, Saturday April 23.

An Evening with Ruth Santana Grace
Friday, March 24 | Virginia Manse | 5:00 - 7:00 P.M.
 Rev. Jessica Vaughan Lower & Andy Lower invite you to their home for wine, drinks, and
appetizers along with a joyful conversation with Ruth Santana Grace, Executive Presbyter for the
Presbytery of Philadelphia & Former Executive Presbyter of the Presbytery of San Gabriel Valley.
Space will be limited! Register online at www.tinyurl.com/RuthSantanaGrace. 

mailto:EWiebe@smccpby.com
mailto:EFarrar@smccpby.com
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Maundy Thursday | Thursday, April 6 

Palm Sunday | Sunday, April 2
Palm Sunday Concert | 4:00 P.M.

Requiem for the Living by Dan Forrest
with Orchestra & Chancel Choir 

directed by Dr. Peter Green

Palm Sunday Supper | 5:30 P.M.
Join us for a Community Dinner & the 
unveiling of our Stations of the Cross

Contemporary Sunrise Services
7:00 A.M. & 8:30 A.M. | Lacy Park
with an Easter Egg Hunt between services

Easter Sunday | Sunday, April 9

Traditional Easter Service
10:00 A.M. | Sanctuary
featuring a Brass ensemble

Evening Service | 7:00 P.M | Sanctuary
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How do we as a congregation ensure that those who worship with us or who wish to worship with us find a caring
and welcoming community in which to celebrate, grow and share their faith journey?  This question is a
fundamental part of everything we do as a church and continues to be a core component of Community Church’s
Vision and Mission Statements.  It is also now a question that a new committee of Session is trying to address.  

Elders Tom Carter, Wendy Glazier, Andrea Chiu Le and Jeanie Caldwell are the inaugural members of the
committee (although they look forward to welcoming additional members very soon.)  Head Pastor, Jessica
Vaughan-Lower and Community Church staff Natalie MacMillan, Natalie Day and Victoria Smith are also working
with the committee as they evaluate ways to build stronger connections to Community Church and ensure that
those who choose to be a part of the our community are welcomed in every facet of their experience.  

The committee is initially focused on documenting and understanding how the Community Church experience is
presented today.  Additionally, it is focusing on feedback, information and studies that Community Church has
completed over the past few years. And, this year, the group is committed to focusing on the new member
experience.  That said, there is much to be done as we look at everything we do at Community Church through a
new lens.  We hope to have feedback and input from the congregation as we move forward.  If you have any 
thoughts or suggestions, we welcome your input. Please email committee chair, Jeanie Caldwell, at
ConnectionsAndWelcome@smccpby.com with any recommendations, suggestions or feedback you may have.  We
look forward to working with you as we continue to ensure the Community Church experience meets the needs of
our community and provides a place where we can live Christ’s Great Commandment, love the lord our God with
all our heart, soul, mind and strength, and love our neighbor as ourselves. 

INTRODUCING: 
THE CONNECTIONS
& WELCOME
COMMITTEE
BY JEANIE CALDWELL

mailto:JeanieCaldwell85@gmail.com
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For more
information, see

"Upcoming
Children's

Opportunities"
on page 9.
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TOGETHERTOGETHER
I imagine most of us have had an experience of being together with others
that came with feelings of safety, connection, and fullness. Perhaps it was at
a gathering of dear friends and family, or at a renewing retreat. That sense
of fulfilling togetherness is something we all deeply long for, something God
built us to need, and yet something that is not necessarily easy to find.

When have you experienced one of those “togethers?” 

BY NATALIE MACMILLANBY NATALIE MACMILLAN

Here at San Marino Community Church, children have been coming
together on alternating Wednesdays to participate in a Music &
Improv Workshop. Recently there have been some special
“togethers” in this program– togethers that I think reflect what God
intends for us as the body of Christ.

Under the guidance of Todd Edwards, kids have begun learning the pillars
of improv. Pillar #1: “Yes, And”- When your partner/s contributes an idea,
you accept it in its entirety and add to it. Pillar #2: Group over Self –
contribute something that will serve what the group is building together,
rather than your own interests. Under the guidance of Beau Wammack,
kids have gone on to explore applying these pillars within the realm of
music, building sound progressions and songs together. I remember during
the first meeting, Beau invited kids to share their honest feelings about
going to school. As we wrote down what each kid shared, a song began to
take shape. Lyrics and melody were tweaked, shaped, and suddenly—we
had a song. Each kid could very well have said “It is mine. And it is ours.”
We sang it with gusto, proud of our creation. It was one united piece,
represented us as a group, and yet had glimmers of our unique
contributions. As we left that day, kids were still singing that song. The
“together glow” followed us out to the courtyard as kids were picked up by
parents.

These kids are a motley crew. On any given day they wouldn’t necessarily
jibe with each other; unless prodded, they might not even learn each other’s
names. But in this together experience—where each got to share honestly
and contribute to a creative piece born out of their united efforts—they
were connected in a way they had not been before. It was a transcendent
experience of togetherness.

If there is anywhere we should experience that transcendence
of togetherness, it is in the body of Christ. But do we?
Cultivating times and spaces where God’s Spirit can empower
the transcendence of togetherness is not easy, but I believe it
is something God calls us to do. How do we serve group over
self? How do we say “Yes, and…” to what God is doing? How do
we open ourselves to join the mission of a God who is both
“mine” and “ours?”
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UPCOMING CHILDREN'S 
OPPORTUNITIES
One Great Hour of Sharing 
Ash Wednesday, February 22 through Palm Sunday, April 2
One Great Hour of Sharing is a wonderful opportunity for
kids to practice learning about and caring for others. Funds
collected from their fish banks go towards disaster relief,
refugee assistance, and worldwide development aid. A
calendar of short, daily activities to guide children in their
giving is also available. Fish Banks and calendars may be
picked up at the Children’s Welcome Table or at the church
office. Community Church will be “catching” the fish on
Palm Sunday, April 2. Be sure to bring them as a special
offering during the worship services! 

Lacy Park Meet-Up!
Saturday, March 4, 10:00 A.M. – 11:30 A.M.
Mrs. Natalie and Pastor Erik would like to invite you and
your family to join them at Lacy Park for a morning of fun
and connection with other young families! Meet up by the
playground and look for the balloons! There will be snacks
for kids and coffee for adults. If you are a resident of San
Marino, entry is free! If not, Community Church will be
providing admission for you. We hope to see you there!

VBS 2023: Stellar!
Monday, July 31 – Thursday, August 3 | 9:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.
Save the dates for Monday, July 31 – Thursday, August 3 for
Stellar VBS! Incoming 1st through 5th graders are invited to
shine a light on Jesus’ love! Launch kids on a cosmic quest
where they’ll have a blast shining Jesus’ light to the world.
Stellar VBS rockets kids on an out-of-this-world adventure
that’s light years of faith-building fun. The registration link
will open on March 1: www.tinyurl.com/SMCCVBS2023
For more information about attending or volunteering,
contact NMacmillan@smccpby.com.

Children’s Spiritual Formation - Offered at both the 9:00
A.M. and 10:00 A.M. services for kids Kinder-5th grade.
Childcare for Kinder-and-under is also offered between 8:30
A.M. - 11:00 A.M. for those attending services.
 
American Girls & Treeclimbers - Elementary small groups
for 2nd - 5th grade meet to connect in fellowship, faith, and
fun! Alternating Wednesdays, afterschool till 4:45 P.M.
Spring semester started February 1st! Sign up at
www.tinyurl.com/MidweekCC
 
Music & Improv Workshop! This 4-part workshop is open to
children in grades 2-5. Two dates in March remain: March
8th & March 22nd. Questions? Email Mrs. Natalie. To
register, sign up at www.tinyurl.com/MidweekCC.

mailto:nmacmillan@smccpby.com
http://www.tinyurl.com/MidweekCC
mailto:nmacmillan@smcpby.com?subject=Music%20%26%20Improv%20Workshop
http://www.tinyurl.com/MidweekCC
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HAND PICKED
Over the summer, I got to take 7 middle school students to a summer camp called
MIX with an organization known as Christ in Youth. Each year at this camp, they
feature a handful of students in Kingdom Worker videos, where they highlight
students who are bringing the Kingdom of God to earth. The videos are shown to
thousands of middle schoolers each summer, in hopes that it will inspire them to
do more and draw closer to God.

Christ in Youth travels all across the country to host these camps, and they
interact with hundreds of churches and youth ministers. Out of all these
interactions, they picked three youth groups to feature and we were one of them.

On February 8, we had a team come and participate in our weekly youth group
program to capture the culture we have created. Our youth group has become a
space where students feel loved, known, called by name, and they can embrace
authentically who they are. It is a space where they can vent about the stressors
in life and take a break from the academic pressure they face everyday. The
group that went to camp went the extra mile and welcomed a Ukrainian refugee
who was able to join us for the week, and her experience was fully funded by the
church. Thanks to the love our students showed her, she wants to continue to
stay connected and come to camp again this year. 

This film will be featured during the summer and our students have a front row
seat to it. Middle school camp (MIX) will take place June 26-30, with limited spots
and scholarships available. Our high schoolers will be going on a retreat this
summer over the weekend of July 7-9, and we are hoping it can be a restful and
rejuvenating weekend to reflect on our values and the role God plays in our lives.
Information on how to register is coming soon! 
 

It is an honor to not only work with these students, but to be hand picked from
the Christ in Youth team because of who we are and how we can inspire others.
Thank you for letting me be in the life of your kids! 

BY NATALIE DAY



concerts as a classically trained singer, his voice can also be heard in numerous major motion pictures, sound
recordings, television, and commercials with great versatility. His recent credits include Avatar: The Way of
Water, Nope, Thor: Love and Thunder, and Turning Red. Ben enjoys a nice walk on the beach, going on adventures,
a good book on a rainy day, and sushi. For more information please visit, www.benlinbass.com. He can be also
reached at BLin@smccpby.com.
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NEEDED: MEETERS, SEATERS & GREETERS
Are you looking for a fun and easy way to volunteer with the Church? We recommend
joining our team of Ushers and Greeters! No experience is necessary. Only 1-2 hours of
commitment monthly, even less if you would rather serve as a special holiday greeter.
Training and guidance provided! If you are interested, or would like to learn more,
please contact: Jeff.Riemers@gmail.com.

For over 70 years, One Great Hour of Sharing has provided Presbyterians a
way to share God’s love with our neighbors both near and far. Alone we may
feel powerless, but united we are strong enough to change the world. The
Lord has commanded us to love our neighbors and this is how we do it! This
year, our One Great Hour of Sharing Offering will be allocated to
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance(PDA)—the emergency and refugee
program of the Presbyterian Church USA—focusing on the long-term
recovery of disaster impacted communities. PDA enables our congregation
to witness the healing love of Christ through caring for communities
adversely affected by crisis and catastrophic events, both natural and
human-caused. Out of chaos comes hope! let us embrace the opportunity to    

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 
OFFERING

NEWS & NOTES

INTRODUCING BASS SOLOIST: 
BEN HAN-WEI LIN
Community Church is pleased to welcome our new bass soloist, Taiwanese-American
Bassist Ben Han-Wei Lin. Lin has been a roster member of the Los Angeles Master
Chorale since the 2017-18 season. Best known for his resonant bass timbre, Lin’s voice
provides a rich foundation that enhances the sound of any ensemble. Based in Los
Angeles, he can also be seen frequently singing with the Los Angeles Philharmonic at
the Walt Disney Concert Hall, the Hollywood Bowl during the summer, and the Los
Angeles  Opera at the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion. In addition to performing in live 

FLOWERS & VASES
Do you have unused medium-sized, glass vases? The Deacon’s Flower Ministry can use them
to provide flowers to those who are home-bound or ill. Vases can be brought to the Church
Office at any time. Want to sponsor the Sanctuary Floral arrangements for the the table or
organ? Contact SGrosshans@smccpby.com or go online at www.smccpby.com/Give, then
click on Other Giving Opportunities and scroll down for more information. 
 

grow as disciples of the One who taught us to love our neighbors as we love ourselves. Give generously to the
hundreds of thousands of neighbors we touch each year through One Great Hour of Sharing. Learn more about
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance by visiting the PDA website (www.pcusa.org/pda). Pray for those impacted by
disasters and for those working to assist the survivors. Give to One Great Hour of Sharing, the core funding for the
work of PDA, enabling immediate response to national and international disasters. 

mailto:Jeff.Riemers@gmail.com
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