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When you picture an image in your head of the kind of person God uses to do
God’s work in the world, what image comes to mind? Perhaps you think of
someone who used their lifetime in service to others, like Mother Theresa. Or
maybe you think of someone who preached powerfully and convincingly, like
Lloyd Ogilvie. Perhaps you think of someone who persisted toward justice,
like Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Or maybe you think of someone who loved
others patiently and unwaveringly, like Sister Helen Prejean. 

When we think of “the kind of people God uses” in the world, we can favor
identifying great names from history and be reluctant to look in the mirror.
It’s not that we think of ourselves as unworthy of God’s use—we just know
that we are ordinary people with ordinary jobs and ordinary families with
ordinary commitments. What kind of work is God orchestrating through our
lives while we cook dinner night after night, or when we work through our
email inbox, or as we cheer on Little League week after week? Of course God
is present with us, but does God really work through us in the same way as
God has worked through so many other great saints in the past?

This summer, we have two opportunities to reconsider the kind of people
God uses to do God’s work in the world, and to consider how God might be
working through our own lives each day. In our summer sermon series,
“Sinners and Saints,” we’ll be examining the conflicting sides of some of our
favorite (or not so favorite) characters in the Bible. After all, Moses might be
revered for leading his people out of slavery, but he was first known as a
murderer; Elisha was a great prophet to the nation of Israel, but that didn’t
stop him from having a bear maul a group of teenagers after they teased him
for being bald. No saint is a saint all the time, but that doesn’t seem to stop
God from using them.

The second opportunity is our summer book read, Vintage Saints and
Sinners: 25 Christians Who Transformed My Faith by Karen Wright Marsh.
Many of us have plans to travel or enjoy new experiences this summer,
longing to ‘make up lost time’ for those plans were cancelled over the last
two years. While we hope you will join us online when you’re not able to
worship with us on campus, we wanted to offer another opportunity for you
to explore how God uses “normal” people to do extraordinary things. We
invite you to pick up Marsh’s book, either on your own or through our office,
and take it along with you. The chapters are short, accessible, and don’t
necessarily need to be read in order—perfect for reflecting on how God works
through humanity (and through you!) as you wait for your flight to board or
enjoy sitting in the sunshine. 

We don’t have to be perfect for God to use our lives as a vehicle for wonder,
healing, justice or joy in the world. In fact, it seems as though God prefers to
use the sinners of the world to make saints. We hope you will join us this
summer in opening your heart and spirit in a new way to God’s work through
you!
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SINNERS &
SAINTS

BY REV. JESSICA VAUGHAN LOWER
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WORSHIP UPDATES
WORSHIP: "SINNERS & SAINTS" SUMMER
SERMON SERIES & BOOK STUDY 

6/12 
through

8/28 Join us for this summer sermon series as we explore some
of the Biblical characters whose holiness and brokenness
were used by the Spirit of God. Supplement your experience
by gathering some friends and participating in our book
study, "Vintage Saints & Sinners: 25 Christians Who
Transformed My Faith" by Karen Wright Marsh! Books are
available for purchase in the Church Office or through
online book sellers.

RECORD NUMBERS ON EASTER!
On Easter Sunday, April 17, SMCC was excited to welcome
nearly 800 visitors to both Sunrise services in Lacy Park, as
well the Traditional service in the Sanctuary. Twelve dozen
boxes of donuts were supplied to bolster these blessed
masses! It made for a truly joyous Resurrection Sunday.
Palm Sunday provided some levity in the form of an
impatient Ms. Fiona the Donkey, though she gladly posed
for pictures with children in the Courtyard. SMCC would
like to thank you all for joining us in celebrating Holy Week!

THANK YOU FOR GIVING! 
Thank you to those who donated a
Mother’s Day meal  for Union Station
Homeless Services! A total of $480 was
collected, providing nearly 100 meals to
women in need. Thank you for your
generosity!



The Foundation of San Marino Community Church would like to thank
the congregation for your incredible support of our 2022 Legacy
Campaign this year. Our theme this year, "Looking In, Reaching Out,"
was chosen because we believe our investments for the future are
most powerful when they enable to us to reach our community in
tangible ways. This clearly resonated deeply with our community, and
nearly $120,000 has been raised to date, allowing us to replenish our
Facilities/Campus Care Fund, Strategic Initiatives Fund, and Mission
Grants Fund. This also allowed the Foundation to provide a new
Steinway grand piano for SMCC's music ministries. 

As an expression of gratitude, all who contributed to this year's
Campaign were invited to "Great is Thy Faithfulness," a special concert
featuring the new piano played by Dr. Peter Green and Lisa Edwards.
Over 100 guests and faithful contributors joined us for this special
evening of music, followed by hors d'oeuvres in the Courtyard. It was a
beautiful evening of celebration for all who attended, and an exciting
glimpse of the incredible offerings that will be possible with the
church's new instrument. Thank you to all who contributed! A
complete list of all contributors will be featured in next month's
Community Connections.

GREAT
FAITHFULNESS

UPDATE: O'GRADY THEOLOGY & CULTURE 
RESIDENCY PROGRAM 
In April 2021, the Jeff & Lynn O'Grady Fund for Theology & Culture was established to honor Rev. Jeff and Lynn
O'Grady as they retired. The generous donations of our congregants have provided funds that will give SMCC the
ability to host an annual speaker series centering on Theology and Culture, and launch a two-year Residency
Program for graduates of Princeton Theological Seminary or other seminaries. The resident will be ordained into
the position and, in addition to participating in a dynamic training program for adaptive leadership, will partner in
the planning of the annual speaker series and contribute to the life and ministry of SMCC.

Over the past year, Rev. Jessica Vaughan Lower and Rev. Dr. Tom Tewell have built out the program curriculum and
we launched our online application in February 2022. While we received three strong applicants, we have made the
decision to delay the start of the program to Summer 2023. With the Associate Pastor search happening
simultaneously, our leadership believes it is best to allow that transition to take precedence. We will re-launch the
application process this fall and assemble a committee to process future applications to ensure that we are able to
select the right person at the right time for the launch of this exciting program. If you have any questions, please
email Foundation@smccpby.com. 4
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I had the privilege of helping lead our confirmation class this year alongside Rev. Jessica Vaughan Lower and Bong
Bringas. To be quite honest, I had no idea what I was getting myself into. I had never been part of a confirmation class
before, let alone led one. Fortunately, I get to work with some incredible people, and we spent time with some
incredible students.

For 10 weeks we got to lead some honest conversations surrounding faith and what it means to be a member of the
church. My favorite part? Letting the students lead the class through asking their own questions. I was blown away at
how eager these students were to learn about faith. They navigated topics such as doubt, inclusivity, diversity, sin,
and participation with maturity and grace. Each week they brought their true selves knowing that the decision to be
members of the church is not one to be taken lightly. 

We made it clear to the students that being confirmed does not mean they are junior members of the church. This is
not a ‘benchmark’ in faith where you can claim you are confirmed but never step foot in the church ever again. These
students now have the ability to participate in any level of the church, just as much as their fellow adult congregants.
The reason they will continue to be involved is because they have taken the time to reflect on how truly meaningful
the church can be, and that is no small decision.

However, the church has an expectation to respond to this as well. Just as the church would welcome new members
to participate in events, volunteering, small groups and more, they should be inviting students to join in those
ministries as well. Our goal is to make sure that they feel loved, welcomed, and valued in the life of San Marino
Community Church - because they are.

So I encourage you to keep an eye out for not only our new confirmands (pictured on page 9), but for all the youth you
see at church. Never underestimate their ability to create change and the impact they can make in your life. We are
so lucky to have them as members of our church!

RESPONDING TO
CONFIRMANDS

BY NATALIE DAY 

Annual Children & Youth Ministries Brunch: 
In May, we gathered to honor past, current, and future leaders, as well as hearing "the Natalies" share thoughts and
vision for the future. We thanked our graduates (Claire Steward and Sean Wong) and long-term leaders (Jim Cronk)
for their service with special gifts. We heard from leaders about what was meaningful to them about serving in
Children & Youth Ministries, and considered where and how God may be calling us to engage with our children and
youth.  It’s not too late to get involved! Reach out and start the conversation with NMacmillan@smccpby.com
(Children) or NDay@smccpby.com (Youth).

5th Grade Youth Group Rockets Up!
We were very excited to attend the youth group welcoming our promoted fifth graders, who are now incoming sixth
graders! Natalie Day and I were eager to make this a smooth and welcoming transition for our kids. 

SPRING RECAP:SPRING RECAP:  
FAMILY MINISTRIESFAMILY MINISTRIES  

mailto:nmacmillan@smccpby.com
mailto:nday@smccpby.com


UPCOMING CHILDREN'S
OPPORTUNITIES
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Special Guest Speaker: The Voice of Miraculous Ladybug's Chloe Bourgeois! 
Saturday, June 11 | 1:30 P.M. | Fellowship Hall
Meet the voice behind Chloe Bourgeois from the animated show Miraculous Ladybug! Join
Children's Ministry Director Mrs. Natalie and guest speaker Selah Victor (the voice of Chloe
Bourgeois) for an interview and Q&A about Miraculous Ladybug, Selah’s faith in Jesus, and
how the two have intertwined. Selah will be available for meet and greets and photo ops
afterwards. Particularly appropriate for ages 5 and up! Contact NMacMillan@smccpby.com
with questions.

VBS 2022: TREASURED! | Monday, August 1 – Thursday, August 4  | 9:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.
Sign up your child for VBS 2022: Treasured! All incoming 1st through 5th graders are invited
to embark on an epic quest though hidden ruins, ancient caves and dense jungles. At
Treasured VBS, kids dig into action-packed, faith-filled adventures. They will discover that
God’s greatest treasure isn’t diamonds, gems or gold - it’s them. VBS sign-up link:
https://tinyurl.com/SMCCVBS2022   |  Leader link: https://tinyurl.com/SMCCVBS2022Leader   

Children’s Spiritual Formation - Offered at both the 9:00  and 10:00 A.M. services for kids
1st-5th grade. Childcare for Kinder-and-under is also offered between 8:30  - 11:00 A.M. for
those attending services.

BY NATALIE MACMILLAN 

EASTERTIDE
Easter is the most significant day of the Christian year, and yet I think it often gets "short shrift." So, I was
delighted when, as an adult, I discovered there is Eastertide! The season of Resurrection. And it lasts 50 days, from
Easter to Pentecost. That’s more like it!

In Children’s Spiritual Formation, we celebrated Eastertide by looking for signs of new life all around us and
exploring the appearances of the risen Christ to his friends. In parallel with the sermon series, we talked about
paying attention to where we see the risen Christ in our world, how doubt is a healthy part of our faith, and how
Jesus encountered each of his friends at their point of need.

I was tickled when one of our kids noticed a bird’s nest on top of a lamp hanging from the portico ceiling. He was
paying attention AND spotting a sign of new life – both themes we were exploring in this season. 

Our elementary small groups made origami butterflies—a common symbol of Eastertide—as a reminder of this
extraordinary season we are in. The butterflies will hang from our courtyard tree throughout Eastertide, visible to
those passing by all week long. 

One of the things I am passionate about is helping kids realize God is not just for Sundays. God’s presence doesn’t
evaporate once we step off campus. God saturates every part of our world, including ourselves, every moment of
every day! 

In this spirit, Children’s Ministries is hosting a new kind of event on Saturday, June 11 at 1:30 P.M. A friend of mine
from a Christian theater company I’ve been involved with also happens to be the voice of Chloe Bourgeois from
the animated series Miraculous Ladybug. She will be appearing as a guest speaker on June 11 when we’ll hear
about her experience as a voice actor, about her faith in Jesus, and how the two have intertwined. My hope is that
children will leave with a fresh reminder that Jesus is everywhere—even on TV! This event is open to all kids and
youth, whether they attend our church or not. Feel free to spread the word to the children in your life and invite
them to bring a friend!

https://tinyurl.com/SMCCVBS2022
https://tinyurl.com/SMCCVBS2022Leader
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CONGRATS,CONGRATS,  
GRADUATES!GRADUATES!
SMCC CELEBRATES OUR
GRADUATING HIGH SCHOOL
SENIORS. YOU WILL BE IN OUR
PRAYERS AS YOU TAKE YOUR
NEXT STEPS!

Charisse Chih
University of California
Berkeley

Claire Steward
Cal Poly Pomona

Grace Modean
Berklee College of
Music

Daniel Jacobsen
U.S. Marine Corps 

Jackie Sabbag
Davidson College

Luke Dusseault
University of Arizona

Sean Wong
University of California
San Diego
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SPOTLIGHT:
MISSION/OUTREACH

Join Mission Outreach & our very own SMCC Walking Team for the 5th Annual Union
Rescue Mission Walk. This special event will take place at the historic Rose Bowl Stadium
in Pasadena, CA on Saturday, June 18. Homelessness is on the rise, but no organization is
doing more to meet their needs, especially with the increased challenges brought on by
the Covid-19 pandemic. Union Rescue Mission is committed to never turning away women
or families in need. To sign up, visit www.urmwalk.org and click “Start or Join a Team.”
Enter "SMCC Steppers" and fill out the remainder of the registration form. Questions?
Contact Lisa Sloan with the Mission Outreach Team at MissionOutreach@smccpby.com. 

Now it’s Dad’s turn . . . give a gift of hope in honor of your father as we celebrate Father’s
Day on Sunday, June 19th. Ordinary things – things that we often take for granted like a
hot meal – can make a world of difference for those who have found themselves on the
streets without a place to call home. SMCC partners with Union Station Homeless Services
to provide hot meals to its residents on the second Sunday of each month. Now you can
give a gift from the heart and be a part of the homeless solution! For as little as $5 per
meal, give the gift of hope in honor of your father or someone equally as special! Visit
smccpby.com/give to make a donation of any amount. 

This Year, Mission Outreach has awarded grants totaling $130,000 to the following 2022
Partners: My Refuge House, Friends in Deed, Ministry of Hope, Leadership Resources
Group – Dr. Farida Saidi, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA), Restoring Hope (formerly
Covenant Children’s Homes), Evangelical Theological Seminary in Cairo – Darren Kennedy,
Presbyterian Chaplaincy at LAC+USC Medical Center, Presbyterian Mission Agency – Cathy
Chang & Juan Lopez and ITHCUS International. Mission Outreach pledges ongoing support
to faith-based organizations both locally and globally through an allocation from the
SMCC annual budget. For more information about our 2022 Partners, you can visit
www.smccpby.com/Serve/Mission-Outreach-Partners.

Mission Outreach and SMCC would like to extend prayerful thoughts to our Mission
Partners Rev. Cathy Chang and husband Juan Lopez, who have been red-tagged in the
Philippines. The consequences of such a prophetic action can range from inconvenient to
dire. Those that have been red-tagged as “terrorists” face false charges while others have
been gunned down on the street or killed while purportedly “resisting arrest.” At the very
least, red-tagging, by design, aims to keep people from speaking out against injustice.
Please keep Rev. Chang and her family in your thoughts and prayers during these difficult
times. For more information, you can visit: www.tinyurl.com/MOPChang.

JOIN US FOR A FULL MONTH OF MISSIONS
UNION RESCUE MISSION WALK6/18

FATHER'S DAY MEALS AT UNION STATION 6/19

2022 MISSION/OUTREACH GRANT RECIPIENTS

PRAYER REQUEST: REV. CATHY CHANG & FAMILY 

http://www.urmwalk.org/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fsmccpby.com%2Fgive&data=05%7C01%7Chhorne%40smccpby.com%7C5d42ee3bcd664943a4e008da31e04449%7Ce1de9c3a84d841e08ff47d62e5addfce%7C1%7C0%7C637877136527542689%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SOJsItZKmy34UlsYoP0bkcX01WumTO6yZqq1EMOqXvU%3D&reserved=0
http://www.smccpby.com/Serve/Mission-Outreach-Partners
http://www.tinyurl.com/MOPChang


APNC Update
SMCC has received more than 35 applications from Presbyterian ministers

across the country since our Associate Pastor position was posted in March.
Following review of all applications, the Associate Pastor Nominating

Committee has now conducted initial interviews with several candidates. The
process remains ongoing at this time, and further exchanges with these

candidates, and perhaps others, are currently being planned.
 

Church Office Summer Hours 
 May 31 - September 2 | 9:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.

The church office will begin operating on summer hours 
Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day Weekend. 

In observation of the holiday, the office will be 
closed on Monday, July 4. 

 

June Summer Choir
Sunday Mornings in June

You are invited to join Summer Choir for the month of June! 
No Thursday rehearsals – just come on Sunday mornings 

and sing with the wonderful SMCC choir. 
Contact Peter Green (PGreen@smccpby.com) for more information. 

 

Blood Drive
June 13 & 14 | 1:00 – 7:00 P.M. | SMCC Church Lounge

All are welcome to participate in our annual blood drive with the American Red
Cross. Please make your appointment in advance by visiting

www.RedCrossBlood.org and enter the code “SMCC.” All donors will receive a $5
e-gift card to the merchant of their choice! 

 

NEWS & NOTES
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WELCOME:
NEW MEMBERS

JOIN SMCC IN WELCOMING OUR NEWEST 
MEMBERS,  INSTALLED ON APRIL 24

Top row, left to right: 
Darlene Callaghan, Catie Sabbage &
Cale Dusseault, Steve & Jackie
Clark, Allyson Copeland, Luke
Copland, Lauren England. 
Bottom row, left to right: 
Kevin (KJ) Hu, McKenzie Maling,
Benjamin Miller, Helene Miller,
Julia Moller, Leah Porter (pictured
with husband, Gary Roberts) 

http://www.redcrossblood.org/
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