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Several years ago, I had the opportunity to partner with our church’s jail ministry. I
worked with their curriculum and visited a cellblock specifically designed to radically
reduce recidivism by engaging in education and group work. The foundation of the
approach was grounded in the nourishing spiritual resources of the Christian
tradition. The approach was not unique, to be sure, but the experience reminded me
again and again of just how unique each person’s story is. Each person has a unique
story of not only where they came from, but of who it is they envision themselves
capable of becoming. 

Community developed in that cellblock, and a renewed kind of humanity flourished:
Not perfect, of course, but dedicated to working towards something better than what
they all hoped to leave behind. Space was created to envision and work toward better
futures. 

One of the highlights for me was the chance to don my clerical robe and stole, bring
into the cellblock the baptismal bowl from the font in our church’s sanctuary, and
celebrate a Reaffirmation of Baptism service wherein a young man, headed to life in
prison upstate, reclaimed God’s loving promise for his life. Water poured from the
bowl, and from our eyes, and we as friends laid hands on him and prayed with a deep
sense of God’s warm hovering Holy Spirit; that presence felt so close, and it was far
more palpable than the cold concrete that surrounded us. 

There is no escaping the fact that the God we worship is a community of persons. We
sing “Holy, Holy, Holy… God in three persons, blessed Trinity!” And that mystery is way
beyond what we can imagine. The glimpses we get from Scripture, though, affirm that
this God, this community of three persons that created us, is the very source of our
relational human nature. We bear this mark of connection in our being! This is one of
the deepest truths about God, and about who we are, that we can name. 

Over the course of our sermon series on friendship, we have a chance to reflect on this
depth of relational connection in our life together. We keep discovering, through
stories of friendship in Scripture, that true friendship pushes past politeness into real
encounter, and so often necessitates real forgiveness and tangible acts of love that
take us beyond our comfort zones. The gifts of friendship reveal to us the depth of life’s
richness established in the nature of God. 
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Coinciding with this friendship series is the
opportunity to engage community life here at
church by aiming our efforts at forming new small
groups. We’re naming small groups as a priority
because we believe that community life is so
central to who God calls us to be. We believe God
wants to keep pointing us toward how we were
made as connectional beings. So we want to keep
engaging with the good work of our already
established small groups, as well as open up
chances to build new small groups. 

On Sunday, February 19th our friendship series
will culminate with a chance to explore
connecting into small group opportunities within
our congregation. If you don’t already regularly
participate in a small group, we hope you’ll use
this chance to plug in and discover the blessing of
small group connections! 

The young man for whom we reaffirmed baptismal
vows in that cellblock is still serving prison time.
But the way he is choosing to live and develop
community and share God’s loving purposes
within those boundaries has inspired many lives,
and has helped to open doors to God’s work of
transforming pain and guilt into works of
compassion and forgiveness. When we understand
God’s story of community is our story, and when
we embrace those connections more fully, we
discover the seedbed for the abundant life God
made us to live.
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UPCOMING WORSHIP
& EVENTS

Sunday Supper 
Sunday, February 5 | Fellowship Hall | 5:00-7:00 P.M. 
February’s Sunday Supper will feature a classic Italian dinner with a pasta bar, salad and
bread, along with our usual blend of friendly conversation and time for connection. We invite
attendants to bring a small side, salad or dessert. Join us!

Palm Sunday Concert Choir Rehearsals Begin
Thursday, February 9 | Choir Room | 7:30 - 8:30 P.M.
Calling all singers! Choir rehearsals will begin for our April 2 Palm Sunday Concert on
Thursday, February 9 as we learn Requiem for the Living by American composer Dan Forrest
accompanied by an orchestra. No auditions necessary. We hope you join us! 

Kids Night Out!
Saturday, February 11 | 5:00 - 8:00 P.M.
SMCC Nursery School for ages 0-12 | SMCC Church Building for Elementary aged 
Enjoy the opportunity to have a Valentines date night, or just collapse on the couch! Your kids
will enjoy a movie, popcorn, dinner and playtime - all Valentine-themed! We encourage
children to come in their pajamas! Questions? Contact Mrs. Jiji at the Nursery School Office or
Mrs. Natalie, Director of Children's Ministries, at NMacmillan@smccpby.com/626-514-1152.

Abraham Lincoln: Wisdom for Today 
Sundays, February 12 & 19 | Fellowship Hall | 3:00 P.M.
 In the ups and downs of American democracy, Abraham Lincoln has been our North Star. If
the public Lincoln of the Gettysburg Address is well known, this month across two Sundays,
we will engage with the private Lincoln that has been overlooked. Rev. Dr. Ron White will
guide us through an intimate view of Lincoln; hear him discuss challenges facing the birth of
the Republican party, his remarkable “Meditation on the Divine Will,” and after being
defeated in a run for the Senate, writing, “My life is nothing but a failure, a flat failure.”  In
four years, he would be elected President. Ron White's book Lincoln in Private is now
available for purchase on Sundays in the Courtyard and during the week in the Church Office. 

Small Group Sunday
Sunday, February 19 | Courtyard | Following Traditional & Contemporary Services
As we conclude our Friendship Sermon Series, we invite the community to "push past polite"
and consider ways to form deeper connections within Community Church. Join us in the
Courtyard for festive fun and the chance to learn about some of the groups available to join,
or opportunities for new groups that may be forming. Interested in a book study? Connecting
with fellow empty nesters or young families? Joining a hiking group? The possibilities for
meaningful connection are endless and we are here to help you find the right fit for any
season of life.

Fat Tuesday Church Dinner
Tuesday, February 21 | Location: TBD | 5:00 - 7:00 P.M.
Prepare for the start of Lent with a fun Fat Tuesday meal! Enjoy "breakfast for dinner" 
and fellowship with Community Church.  
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Ash Wednesday: Prayer & Ashes
Wednesday, February 22 | Christ Chapel | 6:30 A.M. - 5:30 P.M.
Join the pastors and staff for a time of individual prayer and reflection on Ash
Wednesday. Come by the Chapel at any time throughout the day to pray, meditate,
or receive ashes.

Ash Wednesday: Combined Worship
Wednesday, February 22 | Fellowship Hall | 7:00 P.M.
Join us for a time of prayer, meditation, imposition of ashes and music from the
Community Church Ensemble and Virginia Road Band. In person and online. 

Lenten Sermon Series - Redeeming Power: Practicing a Power-Filled
Faith
February 26 through April 2
It's said that power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely. And yet,
humanity was created in the image of an all-powerful God who gifted us with
power in God's name. How can Christians reclaim the gift of power—exercising it
as God created us to—without becoming corrupted by it?  Join us this Lenten
season to explore how we can redeem our God-given power to bring about Christ's
transforming power in a complicated world.  

COMBINED SERVICE & Annual Meeting of the Congregation
Sunday, February 26 
Service in the Sanctuary | 10:00 A.M.
Annual Meeting in Fellowship Hall | 11:30 A.M.
Following a special combined service, join us for our Annual Meeting as
we celebrate God's faithfulness in and through Community Church in 2022. 
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READY TO
CONNECT
When I was 5 years old, I complained that the adults were always talking about the
news and never including me. My godmother Karen took it upon herself to find a
news article about a child that she could read through and discuss with me. A
couple years later, Karen and I welcomed an imaginary Duke by waving fronds of
pampas grass in front of the palatial Brand Library. As the years went on, Karen has
been there to celebrate and to grieve with me. These days, she is a loving presence
to my daughter Emily.

As I look back on this friendship from the perspective of a Children’s Ministry
Director, I am struck by how much Karen and I have “done life together,” despite
the fact that we are unrelated by blood and 35 years apart in age.

One of the things I love about my job is getting to do life with our kids. Children are 

BY NATALIE MACMILLAN

naturally good at pushing past polite. I
enjoy their honest blurts and their
unsolicited thoughts, ideas, and stories.
Although children become more
censored as they get older, I am
thankful for the kids who are still ready
to share with me, over fro-yo, or
perhaps walking from Valentine
Elementary over to our midweek
program on a Wednesday afternoon.
These moments, the in-between times,
are precious and full. They make Sunday
mornings more meaningful.

We have a unique opportunity as a
church community: we get to do life
together. All ages get to connect in their
highs and our lows. This is a gift and a
calling.

As we find ourselves at the beginning of
February, with a small group initiative
just around the corner, I pray that we
can take this time to ready ourselves for
connection with our church
community-- including our children.
Perhaps it’s being more willing to
imagine with them, or notice what they
find important, which may be very
different from what consumes our
attention. Maybe their uncensored
openness and readiness to play can
inspire us as we connect with each
other!
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UPCOMING CHILDREN'S OPPORTUNITIES
Children’s Spiritual Formation | Offered at both 9:00 A.M. and 10:00 A.M. services for children ages
preschool through 5th grade. Childcare for children 2-and-under is also offered between 8:45-11:00
A.M. for those attending services.

American Girls & Tree Climbers + Scouts P.R.A.Y. Program | Elementary small groups for 1st - 5th
grade connect in fellowship, faith, and fun! Meets every first and third Wednesdays, after school until
4:45 P.M. - plus a new opportunity for Girl & Boy Scouts in grades 2-5!

New Programming: Music & Improv Workshop | This 4-part workshop is open to children in grades 2-5.
Should you have any questions about this program, please email Mrs. Natalie. To register, sign up at
www.tinyurl.com/MidweekCC

Kids Night Out! (& Parent Date Night)
Saturday, February 11 
5:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M.
For more information, see page 4.

Parents Happy Hour
Sunday, February 26 | 5:30 - 7:00 P.M.
Parents! Save the date for our winter
happy hour with Erik & the Natalies.
More information to come. 
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RECEIVING
CONFIRMATION
During my time as a teen, I was incredibly fortunate to grow up in a church that was filled with
community and intergenerational relationships. I was part of youth groups that had an abundance
of volunteers, youth pastors who invested in me, and mentors who I still keep up with to this day.
As I prepare to get married in April, there are at least a dozen people that I have invited from my
home church in Portland Oregon, simply because they played a key role in who I am now and who I
continue to become. My experience in the church was a huge part of leading me to wanting a
career in full time youth ministry.

Now, having been here for over a year and a half, I pray frequently that our students would have
intergenerational relationships with people in the church. As I have said before, the goal is that
they feel as if they are part of a church, not just a youth group.

One way we try to make this happen is through our confirmation course, which begins this month!
It is something that is open to all high school students who are interested in becoming active 

UPCOMING YOUTH OPPORTUNITIES
Parents Happy Hour | Sunday, February 26 | 5:30 P.M. - 7:00 P.M.
Parents, Save the Date! We are inviting you to spend an evening with Erik and "the Natalies" to connect on how we
can partner with you in a world that can often feel overwhelming. More information on how to RSVP coming soon! 

Confirmation 
Confirmation is open to any high school student who is interested in becoming a member and learning more about
what it means to be part of this church. Classes will begin on February 5, and will continue on Sundays after worship.
For more information or if you/your student is interested, please contact Natalie Day.

BY NATALIE DAY

members of the church.  We provide opportunities for students to ask questions and be honest about where they are
at with faith - free from judgment. By the end of the course, we hope that they leave with a desire to be more
involved and with the confidence to articulate what our church believes. Students who choose to be members have
the same expectation as adults - to show up, give their time, energy and money, and to help cultivate community in
the church. Just as we make church a priority in our lives, students have the ability to make that decision as well. 

Once a student becomes a member, we (the church) should automatically respond to them with friendship. I am sure
we have all been in situations where we are ready to build new relationships, only to be let down by others and their
prior commitments. I hope that as we journey through confirmation that not only will our students have a desire to
become friends with the church, but the church will make an effort to be friends with them as well.
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San Marino Community Church entered 2022 with a plan
for a deficit budget, but thanks to an overwhelming
response of the church family to a $50,000 matching gift,
the forecast for contributions was revised upward and
the budget gap was closed. There were cautious hopes
that the lifting of pandemic limitations and restrictions
on worship and other gatherings would encourage a
return to a more “normal” year of ministry. For the most
part, these expectations were met, but not fully.

General fund results for 2022 came in with a net loss of
$49,583.21, which was 1.8% of the $2,764,833 total. Some
key factors in the loss were slightly less in congregational
giving than expected and some greater than planned
expenses, the most dramatic of which was soaring
electrical costs in the summer. Although some savings
were realized from personnel costs being lower than
budgeted, other things like printing and advertising costs
were higher than planned because of inflation. Thanks to
careful planning in the past, dedicated funds and
reserves were able to soften the blow.

Despite a deficit, there is much to celebrate in renewed
and re-envisioned ministries which now include funding
fully livestreamed worship each week, a congregation
that has burst the bounds of the San Gabriel Valley, and
the most talented and engaged church staff I have ever
worked with, led by deeply committed officers and lay
leaders. However, as with most congregations, our
finances continue to lag behind where we would like
them to be. Broadening the church’s support from within
the membership and from outside sources continue to be
important goals of the church’s ongoing Stewardship
effort. Engaging with members who have not fully
returned to in-person worship and events also remains a
topic for church leadership as well as how to effectively
reach out to the local and global communities. 

At publication, a 2023 budget is being considered by
Session which once again shows a budget gap which will
need to be filled by the use of reserve funds. Thankfully,
the generosity of our congregation in past years and
thoughtful management by the Foundation of SMCC gives
us the reserves to weather the ongoing Pandemic and
economic challenges. Thank you to all who participated
in the church’s ministries with their time, talent, and
treasure in 2022! May God lead us into deeper ministry
and faith in the coming year.

2022 FINANCIAL REPORT
BY SKIP OBER MILLER & TREASURER TOM MILLAR 

AN UPDATE ON THE CLOSE OF THE
2022 COMMUNITY CHURCH BUDGET,
ALONG WITH FORECASTS FOR 2023
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NEWS & NOTES... 
MEMBER SPOTLIGHT: JANE DAVIDSON

I have grown up at Community Church: from student to teacher in Sunday School,
from troublemaker youth to trouble-preventer youth leader. When I was asked to
serve as a deacon, I had just lost my uncle and had tried my best to support my
grandma through that time, but often felt unsure what to say. I wanted to help
others in the church through difficult times, but felt nervous about my lack of
wisdom.

In our first deacons meeting of 2022, several people mentioned Stephen
Ministries. Curious, I read through the website, and it looked like exactly the
training I needed to feel empowered to serve in this way. I also knew teaching was
one of my natural gifts, so perhaps training others would be the perfect fit.

NEW OFFICER INSTALLATION
On Sunday, January 8, Community Church proudly installed 13 new elders and deacons. Please congratulate them
when you see them next, and thank them for their service to our community!

This fall, I completed the Stephen Ministry Bridge Leader Training Course, where I learned how to rebuild this
program at Community Church. I am excited to identify and prepare members of our church to serve our
community in this way, and I cannot wait to witness how God works through our Stephen Ministers to guide care
receivers through the most difficult times of their lives.

INTERESTED IN STEPHEN
MINISTRIES? 
Have you ever felt called to care for those who
are grieving or hurting, but weren't quite sure
what to say? Community Church is restarting
its Stephen Ministries program which calls
members to train to provide high-quality,
one-to-one, Christ-centered care to people in
the congregation and the community
experiencing life difficulties. If you would like
to be trained as a Stephen Minister, please
download the application by  visiting:
www.tinyurl.com/StephensApp and return to
SMCC by February 10.

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2FStephensApp&data=05%7C01%7Cvsmith%40smccpby.com%7C08bcd4b049e04247d65c08dafe6add41%7Ce1de9c3a84d841e08ff47d62e5addfce%7C1%7C0%7C638102032182656352%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dAXIP%2Bo8swpBaikRc1RIZbNeAyikAq%2FvP9LL5HFj4%2Bs%3D&reserved=0
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2023 BAPTISMS
For those seeking baptisms for their children, please contact Business Manager Skip Ober Miller at
SkipOM@smccpby.com or (626) 282-4185. Baptism dates may be scheduled for most months in 2023 in
coordination with the pastor and the worship schedule.

Instead of the usual cards and gifts we give to those we
hold dear, SMCC is again offering the opportunity to
donate funds for Care Kits in your loved one’s name. A
donation of just $10 covers the cost of a Care Kit that
includes hygiene essentials, toiletries, a blanket, socks,
snacks and other useful items. Because of your past
generosity, in 2022 the Mission Team distributed over 200
Care Kits to Angel Interfaith Network (LAC+USC), Friends
in Deed, the SMPD and Union Station. To make a donation,
please visit www.smccpby.com/give/ways-to-give. Click
the “Make a Donation” button, and then select “Care Kits.”
Contributions by check and Venmo (@smccpby #6741) are
also welcome! (Please indicate “Care Kit.”).

VALENTINE CARE KITS

The annual offering to support the work of the PC(USA) and Presbytery will be received in February – and
throughout the year. The amount has been set at $70/member. Letters and envelopes will be mailed soon. Thank
you to all who support this important giving opportunity! If you have additional questions, please reach out to
Business Manager, Skip Ober Miller at SkipOM@smccpby.com. 

PRESBYTERY MISSION GIVING: PER CAPITA
OFFERING
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