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It was a week or so before Halloween when I first saw the candy canes. They were lined up neatly in modest,
green boxes on the end-cap of an aisle in the grocery store—eight white canes decorated in red swirls. There
was no sign announcing what they were or hinting at what was coming. They didn’t need a sign. They
announced what was coming by their very presence. 

 There are not many similarities between the commercial Christmas holiday and the season of Advent. The
commercial Christmas holiday is instantly sparkling with lights and baubles; instantly full of the sounds of
Christmas music and the laughter of holiday parties and dinners; instantly busy—and nearing frantic!—with
list making and gift buying and present wrapping. After weeks and weeks of celebration, the overwhelming
sparkle, ever-present holiday music, and tightly scheduled litany of shopping and cooking and gathering can
often leave us exhausted when Christmas Day comes and goes. 

The season of Advent is nearly the opposite. In this spiritual season of waiting and anticipating, brightly
twinkling lights and cheerful reds and greens are traded for shrouds of the deepest purple—the color of
twilight, of the space between light and darkness. Instead of bright songs about reindeer and rooftops,
Christians sing in minor chords: “O come, o come, Emmanuel/ And ransom captive Israel/ That mourns in
lonely exile here/ Until the Son of God appear.” In place of the festivities and food and fun, the season of
Advent beckons us toward reflection and quiet and stillness. While the commercial Christmas is perpetually
celebrating God’s arrival on earth for months ahead of the day, Advent is silently waiting in a hush, not
wanting to miss the very first breath inhaled by our infant King before his very first scream into the desert
night.

However, there is one similarity between Advent and the commercial season of Christmas: in both seasons,
there is relief come Christmas Day, though for different reasons. Whereas the day after Christmas offers us
rest from the busy, joyful, at-times-overwhelming commercial celebrations, for those who have journeyed
faithfully through Advent, there is relief in knowing that God is with us, whether we are in the throes of life’s
unexpected turns or in the stillness of a quiet moment. Christmas Day offers us relief from the sneaking
suspicion that we encounter in the twilight hours that we are ultimately on our own, left to fend for ourselves.
Instead, Christmas Day reminds us that God withholds nothing in arriving at our side.
 

This season, as we enjoy the many commercial traditions that fill our home and community with laughter and
celebration, I invite you to carve out just a few minutes each day to experience the reflective stillness of
Advent. Our staff has compiled a daily advent devotional that you can pick up in the office or listen to each day
as a podcast (or both!) Every Thursday, Rev. Dr. Erik Wiebe will be teaching a special class constructed
specifically for our congregation by the Dean of Chapel at Duke, Dr. Luke Powery. We will be lighting a new
candle on the advent wreath every Sunday morning in worship, gathering for five services on Christmas Eve,
and welcoming Christmas Day together in Fellowship Hall. 
 

This Advent Season, we hope you will regularly find time to halt your holiday running and breath in the true
spiritual relief that, even now, is on its way.
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SWEET RELIEF
BY REV. JESSICA VAUGHAN LOWER 

Advent: the time to listen for footsteps. 
You can’t hear footsteps when 

you’re running yourself.” 
—Bill McKibben
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2022 ADVENT DEVOTIONALS
Available on Sundays in the Courtyard, during regular business hours in the Church
Office, online via digital download, or listen to the Advent Devotional Podcast!  

Looking to participate in the season of Advent in a deeper way? Pick up a copy of our
2022 Advent Devotional! Featuring short, reflective devotions written by our clergy
and staff, this year's devotional will enhance your exploration 
of the Wonder, Healing, Joy and Justice of the Advent season 
at Community Church. The devotional will also be available 
as a daily podcast so you can enjoy the reflections any time 
during your day! Just search "2022 Community Church Advent
 Devotional" wherever you listen to podcasts, or find it by 
using your phone camera to scan this QR code.
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Community Church is kicking off the New Year with an inspiring and hopeful new sermon series entitled, "Friendship:
Pushing Past Polite." 

Let's face it: making friends can be hard work! Especially as an adult; busy schedules, differing ideals, or challenging
seasons can make it hard to prioritize meaningful connection with others, which often leaves us increasingly isolated
and unattached as we move through life. 

But we believe God calls us to connection. In authentic, meaningful friendships, we find support, community, and we
glimpse the abundant life that is promised to us as people of faith. 

Our winter sermon series will invite us to learn from central friendships throughout the Bible - from the joyful and
supportive, to the challenging and painful - and we will discover what God has to say about cultivating these essential
relationships that bring wholeness and balance to our lives.

Alongside our series, throughout January and early February we will be providing a handful of opportunities to gather
and consider Community Church's small group ministries. We want to hear your vision, passions, and even your
hesitations about joining a community group. Whether you long for a group of newly married couples or young parents,
a community combatting homelessness or human trafficking, or want to gather with friends for great food and
conversation, we hope to explore the ways in which we can share life together and bring invaluable depth and richness
to our life of faith. 

At the conclusion of our Friendship series, we will be launching a number of new small groups that will offer you the
chance to walk alongside others, learn from each other, and tune into the work of the Spirit in meaningful ways. 

We will also be saving the date for our first annual All-Church Retreat on Memorial Day Weekend 2023 (mark your
calendars!) to give us more opportunities for fun and fellowship as we push past polite and enter into the richness of
Godly friendship. Join us!

SERMON SERIES
& SMALL
GROUPS

BY REV. DR. ERIK WIEBE

With the Russian invasion of Ukraine, attention
quickly turned to the about face of the Russian
Orthodox Church. During the Soviet Union, the
state attacked the church. In a complete
turnaround, Vladimir Putin has embraced the
church, and Patriarch Krill, the leader of the
church, has endorsed both Putin and Russia’s
war in Ukraine. What is going on?  Most of us
know little about Russian Orthodoxy.

On Sunday, January 29 at 3:00 P.M., Community  
Church will host Dr. John Burgess, Professor of
Systematic Theology at Pittsburgh Theological
Seminary. He has spent three years in Russia
and is the author of Holy Rus: The Rebirth of
Orthodoxy in the New Russia. To prepare for his
visit, you may purchase his book for $18 starting
in December.  Additional information will be
forthcoming in our weekly emails, or you can
email SMCC@smccpby.com to find out more.

COMING IN
JANUARY:
THE WAR IN
UKRAINE &
THE RUSSIAN
ORTHODOX
CHURCH

BY REV. DR. RON WHITE 
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CULTIVATING
COMMUNITY
THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO HAVE
RESPONDED WITH A 2023 ESTIMATE OF
THEIR GIVING! 
We gave thanks for the deep roots that have given us the stability to
withstand the uncertainty of recent years, while providing the strength
needed to produce signs of new life and growth as we emerge in a new
season. 

There’s still time to let the church know of your 2023 giving plans.
Estimate of giving cards are located in the pews and in Church Lounge,
or you may use the electronic pledge card at www,smccpby.com/give.

Arden L. Albee

Helen Baatz

Ann Babcock

Gwen and Guil Babcock

June Banta

Jim and Julie Barbour

Sidney Barney

Vicky Bartlett

Edward and Gipsy Bergstrom

Mike and Carolyn Blaylock

Sue and Al Boegh

Rob and Kathy Bolster

Joan and Jim Bolton

Rev. Robert and Carole Bos

Charlotte and Derald Brackmann

Mary Brassard

Paul Brassard

Bong and Zha-Zha Bringas

Jill Brown

Kelsey Brown

Richard and Jane Brunette

Jeremy and Courtney Burgan

Alice Burns

Mike and Lucinda Burton

Jeanie and Rick Caldwell

Darleen Callaghan

Kathleen S. Campbell

Shirley Carey

Tom and Michele Carter

John and Christine Carlson

Gail and Bill Cashel

Laurie Chatham

Grace Cheng and Samuel Chih  

Niels and Christiane Christiansen

Debbie Chun

Marjorie Chun-Hoon

Louise Clark

Steve and Jackie Clark

Kyle Cologne and Linda Hou  

Mary and Knox Cologne

Jean Crabtree

Jim Cronk

Don and Gabriela Crowell

Ginny and John Cushman

The Dahlen Family

Jonathan and Diana David

Jane Davidson

Bruce and Judy Davis

Don and Carol Decker

Scott and Mona Delahooke

AP and Krista Diaz

Joan and Bill Dietrick

Barbara Dietzel

Dudley Doan

Steve and Hilary Dorsey

Ann Dryden

Sharla and Richard Durant

Sarah and Chris Dusseault

The Edwards Family

Mary Erickson

Martha N. Faith

Don and Julie Fedde

Neal and Dianne Fisk

John and Peggy Flynn

Lorrie and Greg Forgatch

Ken and Andrea Fox

Carter and Nancy Freeman

Margie Furumoto Sakimura

Barbara J. Gage

Glenda Gardner

John and Priscilla Geddis 

Jesse George-Nichol

Jose Gomez & Ryan Duff

Wendy and Guy Glazier

Teru N. Graves

Richard and Ellen Haserot

Michele and Eliot Hayes

Randy and Mary Heartfield

Paul and Janice Herr

Joanne Hinch

David and Martha Ho

William Horsfall

Caroline and Nick Howell
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Kevin Hu and Lianne Chua

Celia Hunt

Roger and Penny Hunt

Jane Imamura

Alec and Cynthia Ingle

Tina Jacobsen

Darlene Jarvis

Scott and Cindy Jenkins

Charlene Johnson

W. Michael Johnson

Eleanore Jones

John and Janet Jones

Mary Joseph

Marsha Keene

Peter and Anne Kennedy

John and Vicky Krueger

Ai Leng Kuan and CL Lian 

Lucy Kunzman

Irene and Philip Lao

Debbie Lawrence

Nancy Lewis

Jeff  Lin

Lisa and Dave Link

Barbara Little

Roger and Mindy Lopez

Robert and Janet Louie

Lili Ma and Jie Li

David and Vivian Macdonald

Mike and Anne Mallory

Marilyn Manning

Thomas and Ann Martin

Jihan Massoud

Phillip and Lois Matthews

Barbara L. Maxwell

Susan and Tom Maxwell

Donald and Carolyn McBride

Steven and Sunyoung McDermott

Martha McInnes and Albert

Lazzarini

Cindy and Brian Metcalfe

Tom and Barbara Millar

Barbara Miller

Cynthy and Jim Moffatt

Alison and Erik Moller

Jeff and Sarah Morris

John and Sandy Morris

Trevor Morris

Laura Nystrom

Skip Ober Miller

Barbara and Bill Parrott

Ken and Jayne Parsons

Gioia and Larry Pastre

Kathleen and Charlie Pastre

Bill and Mary Payne

Tres and Kalia Petmecky

Jeff and Hally Prater

Harold and Penny Ray

Linda and Nat Read

Connie and Pat Reddy

Carol Reynolds

Cheryl Reynolds

Karen and John Reynolds

Steve and Nayoni Rhee

Jeffrey and Lyn Riemers

Ken and Erika Riley

Ann W. Riordan

Gary Roberts and Leah Porter

David Rose and Gisela Galan

Wally and Sue Rosvall

Al and Susan Sabo

Karen Schlosser

Christy Seidel

Isan Shaabani

Nancy A. Shaw

Sue and Bill Shearin

Peter and Terry Shelton

Brett and Maria Shwery

Jenny Singhal

Timothy J. and Elise M. Sloan

David and Joannah Smith

Patricia Smith

Stewart R. Smith

Scott and Cori Solan

Donna Soldwedel

Carolyn Spanier-Ladwig and Lee

Ladwig

Kimberly and Michael Spindler

Randy, Cathy, and Claire Steward

Hugh and Cynthia Stilley

Tori Hutchins Stinde and Bill

Stinde

Mary Ann Sturgeon

Kristan and Phil Swan

Nancy Swanson

Stephen and Leslee Sherrill Talt

Heidi Taylor

Katie and Toby Tewell

Tom and Suzanne Tewell

Tony and Donna Thacher

Martha Thompson

Julie Wong and Eugene Tsai

Ms. Elizabeth Tucker

Betsy Ulf

Seth Vaccaro and Jean Dea

Kathy and Robert Van Karnes

Rev. Jessica Vaughan Lower and

Andy Lower

Jean Voznick

Shelby and Lorna Wagner

Bill Warren

The Warren Family

Marty Waskul

Ronald and Cynthia White

Thomas and Janet White

Erik and Kate Wiebe

Jinny and Scott Wilcott

John and Margaret Williams

Rick and Joanne Wilson

Natasha and Doug Wood

Molly Woodford

Maggie Wu

Peter Wu and Alex Wu

Gary and Suzie Wullschlager

Allan and Nancy Yung

Bob and Patty Zuber

Plus several families who choose

to remain anonymous.

THANK YOU FOR
INVESTING IN THE
FUTURE OF
COMMUNITY CHURCH
AS WE CULTIVATE
COMMUNITY. 
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FALL RECAP
Our Trunk or Treat at the end of October drew our biggest attendance yet, with
around 250 people enjoying the festive event! Thanks to the dedicated
volunteers who hosted trunks and helped make the event such a success.
American Girls and Treeclimbers, our after-school elementary small groups,
partnered with the Mission team this month by preparing care kits for those
experiencing homelessness. In Children’s Spiritual Formation on Sundays, we
continued to explore The Greatest Good, in conjunction with the Greatest Good
sermon series.

UPCOMING CHILDREN'S OPPORTUNITIES
Children’s Spiritual Formation 
Offered at 9:00 A.M. and 10:00 A.M. services for kids preschool through fifth grade. Childcare for 2-and-under is 
 offered between 8:45 - 11:00 A.M. for those attending services.

American Girls & Tree Climbers 
Elementary small groups for first through fifth grade connect in fellowship, faith, and fun! Meets every first and third
Wednesday, after school until 4:45 P.M. Sign up at https://tinyurl.com/Fall2022AGTC. Final meeting for the term:
December 7

A CHILDREN'S MINISTRIES UPDATE BY NATALIE MACMILLAN

Nativity Pageant 
Third through sixth graders are invited to participate in
leading this year’s IN-PERSON Nativity Pageant on
Christmas Eve at 4:00 P.M.! If your child is interested in
participating, contact Mrs. Natalie at
NMacMillan@smccpby.com by no later than December
6th. (Children 2nd grade and younger are welcome to
participate by dressing as angels and shepherds.
Costumes will be available starting at 3:40 P.M. for use
the day of the pageant.)

Advent Workshop 
Sunday, December 4 | 4:00-5:00 P.M.  | Fellowship Hall
Come and celebrate the spirit of Advent with activities,
crafts, music, and cookie decorating! Fun for the whole
family! $20/individual, $30/family. More information
regarding registration to come. Interested in providing
an activity idea, hosting a table, or under-writing
supplies for a particular craft? Contact Mrs. Natalie at
NMacMillan@smccpby.com. 

Kids Night Out! (& Parent Date Night)
Saturday, December 10, 5:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M. | Infants
through Sixth Grade | $20 per child ($40 maximum per
family)
Location: Nursery school campus for age 0-6 / Church
building for elementary school students. 
Enjoy this Christmas season opportunity to get some
shopping done, have a date night, or collapse on the
couch! Your kids will enjoy a movie, popcorn, and
playtime -- all Christmas themed! Please have kids
bring their own paper bag dinner. We encourage
children to come in their pajamas! *Deadline to reserve
a space for your child is Saturday, November 28.* *No refunds or cancellations. For more information, contact: Mrs. Jiji

at the preschool office or Mrs. Natalie, Director of Children's Ministries
at NMacmillan@smccpby.com/626-514-1152.

https://tinyurl.com/Fall2022AGTC
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I am passionate about helping children see that faith permeates every area of their life. God is not stuck within
church walls! So I was excited when a parent approached me to tell me about a Faith Badge recognized by several
Scout troupes, including Boy Scout of America, Girls Scouts of the U.S.A. and American Heritage Girls. I know that
Scout involvement is beloved by so many kids and parents-how wonderful that they have a chance to see how it
connects with their faith! We will be hosting this program, which is part of the P.R.A.Y. series, at San Marino
Community Church this coming Spring 2023.

What is the age range? Grade 2-5. Does my child have to be a Scout to participate? No! The program is open to all
2nd-5th graders. You do not have to be a scout to participate—but those who are scouts will be able to earn the
P.R.A.Y. series faith badge offered for their age level. When will this happen? We will be conducting this program
during the usual time for American Girls & Treeclimbers, which meets on alternating Wednesdays, after-school till
4:45 P.M. Stay tuned for Spring 2023 meeting dates!

Please feel free to spread the word! This is a wonderful opportunity for inviting children and families to our church,
and an exciting new way to connect with the community. For further information or to express interest in
participating, contact NMacmillan@smccpby.com.

SEEKING PARTNERS
Heading into the Christmas season, it is only fitting that I have been feeling nothing but joy in our youth ministry.
With 38 students showing up on our Halloween youth group and new faces coming every other week, it has been
incredibly fulfilling to see what God is doing in and through the lives of these teenagers.

The holidays are especially fun for us during this time because we get to break out of our normal youth group
routines. Haunted houses, family dinners filled with breakfast food, Christmas caroling, fall/winter sports and
performances...there is so much to look forward to during these months. It is even better when each week we
continue to see new faces join in the meaningful connections that are at play.

One thing I really want students to know is that they are not just part of a youth group, but a larger church body as
well. However, no matter how much I say that, students are not going to believe it unless the church backs it up. In
order for our growing ministry to have lasting impact, students need to know they are part of something bigger
than youth group, and the larger church community needs to believe it, too! When we do events such as caroling,
our haunted house, and even family dinners, please know that it is not meant purely for our youth group. You have
an open invitation to participate in the lives of our teenagers!

As we head into the holiday season and the New Year, I am asking that people partner with me in showing up in the
lives of students. Don’t be afraid to ask  if you can drop in for dinner on a Wednesday night, or be part of one of our
larger events. I encourage you to think critically about our upcoming Friendship series, and to simply consider what
it would look like to create a friendship with a student. The reality is, we are all seeking connection, no matter what
stage of life we are in.

      A YOUTH MINISTRIES
UPDATE BY NATALIE DAY

UPCOMING YOUTH OPPORTUNITIES

Youth Caroling with the Choir 
Wednesday, December 21 | 6:30 P.M.
Whether you are a choir member, totally tone deaf, or
an avid karaoke singer, come join the Community
Church Choir and Youth Group as we carol to our San
Marino neighbors! We will meet at the church at 6:30
P.M. and head out around 7:00 P.M. Wear your favorite
Christmas sweater and be ready to spread some joy!

Confirmation 
Confirmation is open to any high school student who is interested in becoming a member and learning more about
what it means to be part of this church. It will begin in late January and will be held after church on Sundays. For
more information, please contact Natalie Day at NDay@smccpby.com.

CALLING ALL SCOUTS!
BY NATALIE MACMILLAN

mailto:nmacmillan@smccpby.com
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NEWS & NOTES... 
FINANCIAL UPDATE

Pledged giving is on track and even a little ahead of schedule.
We have done well on expenses in most areas, especially personnel. (Knowing that 2022 – and the coming years
would be lean, the church wisely downsized where it could – for example in staffing, especially in the area of
pastoral leadership.)

Giving from those we know but who have not made a pledge. Our “contribution” income has not achieved the
level we had hoped. While we have GOOD giving from those who have not made a financial commitment to the
church, and it’s getting better each month - like the pandemic, our recovery has been slower than expected.
Like most of us, our electricity costs have been through the roof - three months of $10,000 Edison bills have been
a big dent in our facility budget. 

Our operating costs continue to rise as prices go up, so ever greater creativity will be needed as we look for
efficiencies in expenses as we try to hold the line there.
While we are gaining new members again (60 have joined since 2020 – including 28 confirmands – with more
new members to join on November 20) the church budget continues to feel the loss of many faithful members
who have relocated since the start of the pandemic. Replacing seasoned givers takes time and investment. We’re
making progress, but this is not something that will happen quickly.
From a mission standpoint, as well as a financial one, reaching out to the community has never been more
important. Being invitational to others is going to be key for us in coming months and years. Of course, this
takes investment as well.

As we get closer to the end of the year, people have been asking, “How are we doing with the budget?” 

Throughout the year we have been hitting most of our marks for the 2022 budget:

As we get a closer to the end of the year, however, we’re noticing that we are falling short in a few areas. Here are
two that have emerged as trends the past few months:

We’re working hard to identify where we may come up short and trying to marshal what resources there are to plug
these holes – as well as reviewing our expenses – especially for things like power – to see where we can create some
savings in the coming months and years.

As we come to the end of the year I’m feeling pretty optimistic overall, but we do have some challenges and it’s
definitely going to be a “photo finish” when it comes to closing out the year’s budget.
All these same challenges will carry with us into 2023.

Overall, I’m grateful for the faithfulness of our congregation. You continue to support the work that God is doing in
our midst with your time, talent, AND treasure. Clearly something exciting is happening here. I’m glad to be part of
it.

BY SKIP OBER MILLER 

GIVING ENVELOPES FOR 2023
Regular contributors are encouraged to use personalized offering envelopes to assure proper accounting for their
gifts. Those who do not currently have envelopes may request them at (626) 282-4181 x 17 or EFarrar@smccpby.com.
Envelopes will be distributed from the Church Office starting December 4 and mailed Thursday, Decembre 29.

YEAR END GIFTS & GIFTS OF SECURITIES
Members and friends may obtain instructions for donating securities at EFarrar@smccpby.com, (626) 282-4181 x 17,
or online at smccpby.com/give/ways-to-give. Gifts should be initiated by December 15 to ensure transfer is complete
by the end of the year (RBC remains the church’s investment manager). For 2022 tax credit, all contributions must
be received in the church office (or mailbox) or postmarked by December 31, 2022. 
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HANDMADE BLANKETS FOR LAC+USC MEDICAL CENTER
The Community Church Mission Committee is partnering with the
Presbytery of San Gabriel to support Rev. Elizabeth Gibbs-Zehnder, the 
 only Presbyterian staff chaplain at LAC+USC Medical Center. Rev.
Gibbs-Zehnder is asking our congregation to join other faith
communities to create 700 colorful handmade blankets to give to
patients during the Christmas season as a reminder that they are not
alone. Finished blankets should be at least 36"x 36" and must be
received by December        

2023 BAPTISMS
For those seeking baptisms for their children, please contact Business Manager Skip Ober Miller at
SkipOM@smccpby.com or (626) 282-4185. Baptism dates may be scheduled for most months in 2023 in
coordination with the pastor and the worship schedule.

2022 FOUNDATION COMMUNITY GRANTS 
The Foundation of San Marino Community Church has an annual Community Grants program that distributes
charitable grants to local non-profit organizations. Each year, select charitable organizations throughout the San
Gabriel Valley and Los Angeles County are invited to apply for grants toward capital expenses that will directly
impact the constituents they serve, and would make possible a project that would otherwise go unfunded. For 2022,
the Foundation Board of Directors voted to disburse a grand total of $48,416.63 in Community Grants amongst
Convalescent Aid Society, Monte Vista Grove Homes, Families Forward Learning Center, Five Acres, Foothill Unity
Center, International Theological Society, and Pomona Hope. Throughout the winter, you'll have the opportunity to
hear directly from each of these organizations to learn about their work and the lives being impacted through their
Community Grant. If you have any questions about the Foundation of San Marino Community Church or its
Community Grant program, please email Director of Communications and Development Victoria Smith at
VSmith@smccpby.com.

13, 2022. She asks that with each stitch, you pray into that blanket your blessings  healing & hope. Questions? Please
email, Elizabeth.GibbsZehnder@gmail.com or JaneBrunette.jb@gmail.com.

mailto:Elizabeth.GibbsZehnder@gmail.com
mailto:janebrunette.jb@gmail.com
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