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RELIGIONSS. Felicitas & Perpetua 
Catholic Church 
1190 Palomar Road, San Marino 
(626) 796-0432 
 

Website: www.ssfp.org 
Parish News: www.ssfp.org/news 

Accredited by WCEA and Co-Accredited by WASC 
Follow us 

@ssfpschool �ow �ccep�ng �pplica�ons 
�or more informa�on visit 
www.ssfp.org/admissions 

School - Grades TK - 8 

 

2955 Huntington Drive, San Marino 
626-796-8223 

Public Masses 
Monday - Friday - 8:15 am 

Sunday: 8:00 am and 10:00 am (Sat. Vigil 5:00 pm) 
 

Livestream Masses - www.ssfp.org/live 
Weekdays at 8:15 am 

Vigil Mass for Sunday - 5:00 pm Saturday 
Also available as a recording.  

 

Thank you for your support: 
www.ssfp.org/stewardship 

Please join us for indoor services 
8 am Eucharist with music in the Chapel 

10 am  Eucharist with the St. Edmund’s Choir
10 am Sunday School for children ages 5 - 18

Masks must be worn by all indoors

Our 10 am service is also livestreamed and can be found
on the St. Edmund’s Episcopal Church YouTube Channel

San Gabriel Blvd, San Marino  
(Northwest corner of Huntington Drive and  

S. San Gabriel Blvd.)

A Behind-the-Scenes View
By Skip Ober Miller
Special to the Tribune

The old expression, “Nobody 
wants to know how the sau-

sage is made,” doesn’t seem to be 
true anymore.

Many of us love watching de-
leted movie scenes. Basic cable is 
well-populated with shows about 
how almost everything is cre-
ated. On YouTube, one can ex-
plore inner workings of car repair 
to home improvement. There’s 
not a lot of mystery if we care to 
look under the hood or behind 
the curtain.

This fall marks my 35th year in 
church ministry. Over the years, 
I’ve had the privilege of seeing a 
lot of behind-the-scenes action. 
Unlike those new to faith, we who 
have been around the church 
for a while, know that faith com-
munities are made up of flawed 
people. Sometimes we get it right, 
sometimes we get it wrong. But 
seeing the inner workings or the 
human failings in our church 
homes doesn’t discourage us. 
Being part of a faith community 
means looking beyond our short-
comings and loving each other 
— sometimes because of our fail-
ings.

Although some treat their re-
lationship with their church as a 
romantic relationship — leaving 
for a new, better situation once 
the honeymoon is over — faith 
communities are best under-
stood as families. And it’s hard 
to break up with your family. 
Of course, some of us do. Un-
healthy relationships need to be 
changed, and abusive patters 
and destructive behaviors are 
not to be tolerated. But for most 
of us, our families, while imper-
fect, nurture and support us. 
They give us grounding and per-
spective. And when we see things 
that can be done better, we work 
to change them. For most of us, 
we didn’t choose our families. 
They chose us. And for better or 
worse, they’re a part of us.

While some behind-the-scenes 
learning can be disappointing, 
more often than not it can be fas-
cinating, inspiring and give us 
new insight. In the coming year, I 
want to give a “Closets and Cup-
boards” tour of our church fa-
cility. (Mostly to be able to say, 
“Behold: the mop sink!”) I think 
it might be interesting to show 
people the nooks and crannies 
that most don’t view on a typical 
visit. What kind of stories will our 
hidden spaces reveal to us? Good 
ones, I hope!

The same could be said for 
our people. Years of working be-
hind the scenes let one see things 
many might otherwise miss. As a 
business manager, I have unique 
perspective. I’m privileged to ob-
serve little acts of kindness of-
fered on a regular basis — for 
example, someone giving an 
older person a ride to worship. 
I definitely see sacrificial giving 
from people who make their fi-
nancial response to God through 
their church a high priority — 
and who give generously to help 

others in need. I also observe the 
unlikely and surprising friend-
ships, that often cut across age, 
gender and ethnicity. I’ve even 
seen gentle corrections, when a 
caring friend intervened when 
someone is off base. Most of these 
things are hidden and quiet, not 
readily visible unless we look very 
closely.

This summer, I encourage you 
to look a little deeper into your 
family of faith. Read that annual 
report, go to that meeting, get to 
know someone you haven’t met. 
Find a new way to connect and a 
way to make a difference. Check 
under the hood and look behind-
the-scenes. While we might find 
a thing or two, we might not like, 
but we’re also just as likely to dis-
cover quiet, faithful discipleship 
from those with whom we share 
a pew. Sometimes knowing how 
the sausage is made makes it all 
the more delicious.

Skip Ober Miller is the business 
manager of San Marino Commu-
nity Church.
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SMCCNS Bids Fond Farewell to 
Beloved Teachers

Families of current and former 
students gathered at San 

Marino Community Church 
Nursery School recently to honor 
teachers Rita Brown and Kim 
Talbot as they retire from their de-
cades-long tenures at SMCCNS. 
The staff and community cele-
brated the fond memories they 
share and the positive impact of 
their teaching across generations. 
With much laughter, many hugs 
and combined gifts from dozens 
of families, Brown and Talbot 
were wished all the best in their 
retirement chapters. They will be 
deeply missed at SMCCNS and 
beyond.


