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RELIGIONSS. Felicitas & Perpetua 
Catholic Church 
1190 Palomar Road, San Marino 
(626) 796-0432 
 

Website: www.ssfp.org 
Parish News: www.ssfp.org/news 

Accredited by WCEA and Co-Accredited by WASC 
Follow us 

@ssfpschool �ow �ccep�ng �pplica�ons 
�or more informa�on visit 
www.ssfp.org/admissions 

School - Grades TK - 8 

 

2955 Huntington Drive, San Marino 
626-796-8223 

Public Masses 
Monday - Friday - 8:15 am 

Sunday: 8:00 am and 10:00 am (Sat. Vigil 5:00 pm) 
 

Livestream Masses - www.ssfp.org/live 
Weekdays at 8:15 am 

Vigil Mass for Sunday - 5:00 pm Saturday 
Also available as a recording.  

 

Thank you for your support: 
www.ssfp.org/stewardship 

Please join us for indoor services 
8 am Eucharist with music in the Chapel 

10 am  Eucharist with the St. Edmund’s Choir
10 am Sunday School for children ages 5 - 18

Masks must be worn by all indoors

Our 10 am service is also livestreamed and can be found
on the St. Edmund’s Episcopal Church YouTube Channel

San Gabriel Blvd, San Marino  
(Northwest corner of Huntington Drive and  

S. San Gabriel Blvd.)

By Bong Bringas
Special to the Tribune

When I was a freshman 
in high school, I knew I 

wanted to be a priest. This came 
as no surprise to the people in 
my life. “Ah, no wonder…” they 
would say. Let me tell you the 
story. 

It was in the summer of 1976 
when the movie “The Omen” 
came out. Being a big horror fan, 
I saw it with my friends. It was 
amazing. It brought scary to a 
different level. But what inter-
ested me most were the conver-
sations that followed the movie. 
Suddenly, people in the 20th cen-
tury were talking about “the mark 
of the beast,” the Anti-Christ and 
the infamous number, 666. 

What did all these things 
mean? Was it just a movie? Or 
was there something deeper to 
be learned? Where do you fi nd 
the answers to these questions? 
The Bible. And how best to un-
derstand what the Bible says? Be-
come a priest.

As I understood it, one needed 
to have a special “calling” to 
commit yourself the spiritual as-
pects of life. The problems of 
good and evil, sin, guilt, confes-
sion, redemption — these were 
all considered to be in the realm 

of spirituality and so could only 
be understood by those who had 
this special calling, unlike “the 
rest of humanity.” Certainly, they 
possess a supernatural purpose 
in life; one specially chosen for 
them by God. 

Did I have such a calling? 
Maybe not in such defi nite terms. 
Had God singled me out for a 
higher purpose? Perhaps. But are 
some people called to a spiritual 
path while others are relegated to 
more “ordinary” paths?

What about my daughter’s 
5th-grade teacher forming young 
minds, or about the doctor who 
keeps me healthy? The mechanic 
who fi xes our cars to allow us to 
connect with one another or the 

gardener who grows nourishing 
food and makes the church court-
yard beautiful and welcoming? 
Are their callings any less impor-
tant?

There is a story in the Bible 
about a man who encountered 
God in the form of a burning 
bush while tending to his fl ock. 
The story goes that he was asked 
to remove his sandals because 
he was “on holy ground.” But the 
ground didn’t become holy after 
he was asked to remove his san-
dals. The ground was holy all 
along, and it was only a matter 
of time until this man became 
aware of it.

Is this why there is no word for 
“spiritual” in the Bible? Have we 
created a divide where one was 
never meant to be? The truth is 
nothing we do exists in isola-
tion. It’s not just a job, never just 
a parent, never just money, never 
just a body to care for. All of these 
things: education, art, science, 
sex, music, food, service — every 
bit of this life is spiritual. 

There is only one calling. God 
invites each of us to inhabit this 
holy ground and make the most 
of the precious gift of life, no 
matter how we are called to do so.

Bong Bringas is a commis-
sioned pastor at San Marino 
Community Church.

Answering the Call

Bong Bringas 

HONOR YOUR 
LOVED ONE’S  LEGACY 

WITH A WRIT TEN 
TRIBUTE FOR A 

LIFE WELL LIVED.

Email the obituary to 
obits@outlooknewspapers.com 

or call us at (626) 398-7800.


