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Please join us for indoor services 
8 am Eucharist with music in the Chapel 

10 am  Eucharist with the St. Edmund’s Choir
10 am Sunday School for children ages 5 - 18

Masks must be worn by all indoors

Our 10 am service is also livestreamed and can be found
on the St. Edmund’s Episcopal Church YouTube Channel

San Gabriel Blvd, San Marino  
(Northwest corner of Huntington Drive and  

S. San Gabriel Blvd.)

RELIGION

I was craving more time with 
“my” kids. 
As director of children’s min-

istries, I get to see the kids who 
attend our church on Sundays 
for a bit, and some of them 
during our midweek program, 
but apart from a few big one-off 
events, that tends to be the ex-
tent of my time with them. And it 
didn’t feel like enough. I wanted 
quality time with them, dwell 
time, time when there wasn’t a 

bunch of other logistics to think 
about, marks to hit or problems 
to solve.

So, I put out an invite: Mrs. 
Natalie would love some one-
on-one time with your 3rd-5th-
grader — let’s get some frozen 
yogurt — my treat!

Although I am still early in the 
process of connecting with our 
older kids in this way, I have al-
ready found these meetings to 
bring deep joy. On the surface 
they may seem like chit-chat 
over fro-yo, but they represent 
so much more. I have a shared 
history with these kids. I rescued 

one girl from being stuck in the 
crevice of a plastic chair when 
she was a 2nd-grader; now she’s 
a confi dent 5th-grader, helping 
to shepherd our younger crowd. 
Another child I remember 
meeting for the fi rst time was 
when he peeked his head shyly 
around the door frame in one of 
our classrooms. Over fro-yo re-
cently, this now 5th-grader and 
I talked about friendship, Easter 
memories and the impending 
experience of middle school. 
Yet another of “my” kids, a kin-
dergartener, was a sheep in our 
Nativity Pageant the year I came 
here; this past year he graduated 
into a speaking part as our inn-
keeper. 

And then there are newer 
kids, kids who I look forward to 
building memories with. Kids 
who are wondering about and 
exploring: What is this thing 
called church?

But what is in common with 
all of these kids: I want them 
to feel seen and known. I want 
them to feel deep in their bones: 
You matter to God, and you 
matter to me. And it is my de-
light to hear their thoughts 

and to enjoy their company as 
bearers of the Imago Dei and 
“the kingdom’s pride and joy.”

People brought babies to 
Jesus, hoping he might touch 
them. When the disciples saw 
it, they shooed them off. Jesus 
called them back. “Let these 
children alone.” Don’t get be-
tween them and me. These chil-
dren are the kingdom’s pride 

and joy. Mark this: “Unless you 
accept God’s kingdom in the 
simplicity of a child, you’ll never 
get in.” — Luke 18:15-17 (MSG)

I wonder what it would have 
been like as a parent trying to 
get Jesus’ blessed touch on my 
children — wanting the best 
for them, pushing past the pro-
testing disciples, eager to reach 
Jesus. And when Jesus held 
these babies, these children — I 
wonder what I would have seen. 
Jesus knowing them, loving 
them … enjoying them?

It has been a deeply chal-
lenging couple of years. We have 
borne the weight of many trou-
bles and our children have, too. I 
pray that as we head toward the 
mystery of Easter and the joy of 
new life, that you may be granted 
time to enjoy your little ones. To 
wonder about the insight into 
the kingdom they have, that 
they may not even be aware of. 
And I pray for you — and for me 
— that our children may lead us 
closer to Jesus’ heart. 

Natalie MacMillan is the di-
rector of children’s ministries at 
San Marino Community Church.
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