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SS. Felicitas & Perpetua 
Catholic Church 

1190 Palomar Road, San Marino 
(626) 796-0432 

 

Website: www.ssfp.org 
Parish News: www.ssfp.org/news 

Accredited by WCEA and Co-Accredited by WASC 
Follow us 

@ssfpschool 
�ow Accep�ng Applica�ons 

www.ssfp.org/admissions 

School - Grades TK - 8 

 

2955 Huntington Drive, San Marino 
626-796-8223 

Public Masses 
Monday - Friday: 8:15 am 

Sunday: 8:00 am and 10:00 am (Sat. Vigil 5:00 pm) 
 

Livestream Masses - www.ssfp.org/live 
 

Confessions 
Saturdays 3:30 - 4:30 pm or by Appointment 

 

Thank you for your support - www.ssfp.org/
stewardship 

RELIGION

www.smccpby.com | smcc@smccpby.com
(626) 282-4181 | 1750 Virginia Road, San Marino, CA 91108

ChurchCommunity
JOIN US
SUNDAYS

Both services are
livestreamed!
View on our website:
www.smccpby.com/watch

Traditional Worship
9:00 A.M. | Sanctuary

Contemporary Worship
10:00 A.M. | Fellowship Hall

SAN MARINO

San Gabriel Blvd, San Marino  
(Northwest corner of Huntington Drive and  

S. San Gabriel Blvd.)

All are welcome - please join us! 
8 am Eucharist with music in the Chapel 

10 am  Eucharist with the St. Edmund’s Choir
10 am Sunday School for Youth

Our 10 am service is also livestreamed and can be found
on the St. Edmund’s Episcopal Church YouTube Channel

Contact legals@outlooknewspapers.com

or call (626) 398-7800

Public Notices 
& Legal Ads

Legal ads that we publish:

• Change of Name
• DBA/Fictitious Business Name
• Summons (Civil and Family Law)
• Probate and Trustee Sales
• Foreclosures

By Erik Wiebe
Special to the Tribune

Nurture Friendship, 
Common Unity 

Recently a handful of the stu-
dents in our youth group, 

shepherded by our excellent Youth 
Director Natalie Day, headed out 
on an afternoon prior to a rain-
storm to see if any of our nearby 
neighbors without homes could 
use a meal. 

The abundance of food at 
youth group the evening prior 
had yielded leftovers, so the most 
excellent use of the food was to 
package it into easily transport-
able meals and give it to those 
who would appreciate it. In them-
selves, the life lessons of sharing, 
of recognizing helpful things to 
do with abundance, of giving be-
cause God calls us to be generous, 
are all good things woven into 
the lives of our kids, for which 
any parent or churchgoer can be 
grateful.

Having offered food, looked 
strangers in the eye, and having 
experienced that familiar gap 
between the “haves and have-
nots” shrink down enough to 
share a few heartbeats for a mo-
ment of grateful exchange, the 
learning was not finished. Re-
turning to the warm interiors of 
the church, a group was chatting 
when one of our pastors, Bong 
Bringas, happened by. He heard 
the enthusiastic report and gave 
encouragement. Then he asked 
a poignant question: And what 
were their names? 

We may be familiar with how 

the notorious Father Gregory 
Boyle frames acts of service: Acts 
of service are well and good, and 
an absolutely necessary part of 
the equation as we pursue justice 
and equality for those who are in 
need. But acts of service are the 
hallway that lead us to the ban-
quet hall, which is the ultimate 
goal. The ultimate goal is the ban-
quet hall where we sit at the table 
with each other as family, basking 
in the startling reality that we be-
long to each other, no matter our 
backgrounds, no matter our cir-
cumstances. We know each oth-
er’s names.

Father Boyle uses the term 
“kinship” to characterize the fa-
milial relationship that ulti-
mately defines our common 
humanity. As our congregation 
journeys through a dynamic 
sermon series on friendship, with 
the compelling title, “Friendship: 
Pushing Past Polite,” we come to 
realize that friendship and kin-

ship intertwine. More than just 
what we profess to believe, the 
church will be known for how we 
orient ourselves to relationships: 
the sharing of vulnerability and 
self-disclosure anchor our life in 
the world.

At the heart of what many of us 
are still feeling as the lingering af-
ter-effects of Christmas, we rec-
ognize that the God, who came to 
us in Jesus, came as a vulnerable 
child. Not a fear-inducing, sub-
mission-demanding deity, but 
one who wants relationship, kin-
ship, friendship at all costs. 

To understand friendship more 
fully, which admittedly is not an 
easy task as adults ensconced in 
familiar patterns of surrounding 
ourselves with people like us, 
means that our disposition for 
friendship must be nurtured. All 
people, in a radical way, can en-
gage in the mutuality of Christ-
like friendships. 

In the moments of giving meals 
to our neighbors without homes, 
it had slipped the minds of our 
youth to exchange names. Pastor 
Bong’s question highlighted a 
learning that is still ongoing. And 
I think that learning character-
izes us all: We can all reflect for a 
moment on how we approach the 
community — the common unity 
— that roots us in the world. 

So, what unlikely person may 
have the gift of learning your 
name in this season ahead? 
And whose name might God be 
nudging you toward learning?

Wiebe is an associate pastor at 
San Marino Community Church.

Erik Wiebe
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