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I can’t wait for things to get back to normal! I’m tired of learning new things, and new ways to 
manage church business, without the usual tools and resources. These days my brain hurts. Can’t 
we just go back to the way things used to be? Perhaps you join me in these sentiments? Yet, when I 
think about our eventual return to in-person worship, on-campus activities, and a regular workday 
with a fully-staffed office, I wonder what the experience will be like.  Something tells me it won’t be 
quite what I long for today. 
 
The Book of Ezra, in the Hebrew Bible, tells the story of the People of Israel’s return from exile in 
Babylon.  After years of desolation, the city of Jerusalem’s walls and temple are rebuilt. It is a story 
of hope and restoration. Yet, there’s a little verse in chapter three which speaks to the time on our 
horizon: the post-pandemic days just around the corner.  It comes as the foundations of the Temple 
are being rebuilt. There was great celebration throughout the city but, 
 

Many of the priests and Levites and heads of families, old people who had seen the first 
house on its foundations, wept with a loud voice when they saw this house, though 
many shouted aloud for joy… (Ezra 3:12) 

 
The return to Jerusalem and the rebuilding of the temple turned out to be different than many of 
the old-timers expected.  Clearly the new Temple was not going to be the same as the old Temple.  I 
think the same will be true about our return from the exile we have experienced this past pandemic 
year.  When we go back . . . things will have changed. It won’t be like before. It will be the future. 
 
Life in the 2020s will be as different from the 2010s after this pandemic, as the Roaring Twenties 
were different from the 1900s after the Spanish Flu pandemic of 1918-1920. Things moved at a 
dizzying pace and the new fashions, technology, and social norms were quite a surprise to our great 
grandparents. It’s going to be the same for us.  Some of us will shout with joy, while others will 
weep.  Some of us may do both at the same time. 
 
“You can never go home again”, we say to those waxing nostalgic about bygone days. “Time 
marches on,” we remind those who want to live in the moment a little too long.  We even quote 
Robert Frost, “. . . the best way out is always through.” 
 
At San Marino Community Church, we’re already seeing the foundations of our post-exile life being 
laid.  We’ll emerge from the pandemic saying goodbye to our pastor of 15 years and embracing the 
leadership of our newly elected co-pastor. We are committed to live-streaming our worship 
services to an ever-increasing congregation who may never attend in-person, even as many of our 
members begin filling up our pews again.  Our meetings and small groups will likely find ways to 
use technology to keep us all connected and participating – even when most of us can surround a 
conference or coffee table.  We’re certainly going to be highly aware of hygiene and cleanliness in a 
way we never were before. (Will the “five second rule” be a thing of the past?) And who knows what 
else is coming? 
 
All of this new growth will be exciting, and painful. I’m hoping we can embrace it all and see that 
God is at work in this new future, just as God was at work before in our past.  
 
When we go back… it will actually be going forward, into a future of new possibilities. 


