CONGRATULATIONS

The decision to accept Christ as
your savior is the most important
decision you will ever make.
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Q: Why would God
care about me?
There are four things you need to know:

Q: How do I
have a personal
relationship
with God?

one

*
*
*
*

God loves you.
He chose you.
He has a plan for your life.
He desires to have a personal
relationship with each of us.

You probably have a lot of questions,
and we hope that this book will begin to
answer them, plus provide a few resources
to help you learn more on your own.

“For God so loved the world that He
gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him, will not perish,
but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)

We want to share with you the message
of God’s love and hope for you based on
God’s word, the Bible. We’re praying for
you as you begin to explore your faith.

“…We are always thankful that God
chose you…to experience salvation—
through your belief in the truth.”
(2 Thessalonians 2:13).

TWO

Q: If God cares
so much about me,
why do I feel empty
sometimes?
Each human being was created with an ache in
our soul to be known and loved by God. He’s the
only one who can fill this need. God created us for
a purpose bigger than ourselves.
“For I know the plans I have for you,’
declares the LORD, ‘plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to give
you hope and a future.” (Jeremiah 29:11)

We long to have the assurance that even
when we make mistakes, we will still be
loved, valued and embraced by God.

Q: Why does God
often seem so
far away?
Despite our desire to be loved, people have
always turned their backs on God. We choose
to go our own way and live by our own will by
disregarding biblical truth. The Bible calls this
“sin” and we are all guilty of it.
“All have sinned; all fall short of God’s
glorious standard.” (Romans 3:23)

Sin is what keeps us separate from a relationship with God. When we sin and ignore the truth,
death (of something, a relationship for example)
is the result.
“For the wages of sin is death…”
(Romans 6:23)

Sin has a way of killing our relationships, our joy,
and our closeness with God. The payment for sin
is spiritual death.
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Q: Can I work my
way back to God
by becoming a
better person?
Because of our sin, a huge impassable gap is now
between us and God. We try to reconcile with God
by being a good person, or by following religious
rules to work or earn our way back to God, but
no human effort can make us good enough to fix
our separation from God.
God, who still deeply loves us, desires to have a
personal relationship with us, his creation.
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Q: Then how do I
get to God?
Because God loves us so much, his solution was
to send his Son, Jesus Christ, to bridge the gap
between us.
“God showed his great love for us by
sending Christ to die for us while we
were still sinners.” (Romans 5:8)

There is no other way for us to get to God other
than through Jesus Christ.
“I am the way, the truth and the
life. No one can come to the Father
except through me.” (John 14:6)

Jesus was fully God and fully human, yet he had
no sin. Jesus willingly laid down his life and,
three days later, rose from the dead. In his
death and resurrection, his life paid the price for
our sin once and for all.
“For it is by grace you have been saved,
through faith—and this is not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God—not
by works, so that no one can boast.”
(Ephesians 2:8-9)
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Q: Do I have a choice
to accept God’s gift?
Yes. We all have a choice. Forgiveness of our sins
is a gift from God when we accept Jesus as the
one who saved us. We can’t earn it and we don’t
deserve it—it is simply a gift.
A gift isn’t a gift until it has been accepted. We
must individually accept that Jesus Christ saved us
from our sins to receive eternal life.
“If you confess with your mouth that
Jesus is lord and believe in your heart
that God raised him from the dead, you
will be saved. For it is by believing in your
heart that you are made right with God,
and it is by confessing with your mouth
that you are saved.” (Romans 10:9-10)

When we say "Yes" to
Jesus, the Bible says
that God gives us
eternal life, and this
life is found in his
son Jesus Christ.
Here are FOUR questions to ask yourself:
1. Do I know that God loves me and has a
plan for my life?
2. Do I understand that I’ve sinned and
that my sin is a barrier to my relationship
with God?
3. Do I believe that Jesus Christ paid the
penalty for my sin and is the only way to
find forgiveness for my sins?
4. Have I accepted Jesus as my Lord and
Savior by believing in him—by saying
“Yes” to him?
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If you want to
begin a relationship
with God through
Jesus Christ right
now, you can,
by talking to him
through prayer.

“Heavenly Father, I confess that I am a
sinner, and I believe that Jesus died to pay
for my sins and then rose from the dead for
me. I accept you into my life. I turn from my
way of doing things, to your way, and give you
control of my life. Thank you for saving me
and giving me new life in you. Amen.”
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Did you
say

“Anyone who belongs

to Christ has become
a new person. The old

life is gone; a new life

to Jesus
today?
If you said “yes”
to Jesus, then God
has forgiven you,
has made you his
child, and has come
into your heart and
life—you are a new
person in him.

has begun.”

(2 Corinthians 5:17)

God has given you
eternal life through his
Son Jesus Christ.
“I tell you the truth,

those who listen to my
message and believe in
God who sent me have

eternal life. They will
never be condemned
for their sins, but
they have already

passed from death

into life.” (John 5:24)

ten

When you receive
Christ into your heart,
you are born into
God’s family and given
the Holy Spirit. God’s
Spirit—which guides
you and reveals God’s
truth—lives in you.

God will begin to change you and give you
new desires, new passions and a new hope.
Your thoughts, character and behavior will
begin to match God’s character and his plan.
Now you will begin to make decisions and
navigate your life with God’s best in mind.

CONGRATULATIONS!
“For God wanted them to know that the
riches and glory of Christ are for you
Gentiles, too. And this is the secret: Christ
lives in you . This gives you assurance of
sharing his glory.” (Colossians 1:27)

If you prayed a prayer today to say “Yes” to Jesus
Christ, sign & date here:
name: ________________________________________
date: _________________________________________
YOU HAVE A NEW RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD, AND
A NEW FUTURE. ALL OF HEAVEN IS REJOICING—
AND WE ARE TOO. WELCOME TO GOD'S FAMILY!
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twelve

what
happens

next?

MAKE IT PERSONAL.
Deciding to follow Christ is more
than just trying to live a better
life. You need to make your faith
personal. If your heart—or spirit—
is changed, your outward actions
and ambitions will follow.

1. Tell someone.
Share the story about your decision with your friends
and family!
“If you confess with your mouth that Jesus
is Lord and believe in your heart that God
raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
For it is by believing in your heart that
you are made right with God, and it is by
confessing with your mouth that you are
saved.” (Romans 10:9-10)

2. Get baptized.
Celebrate your new life in Christ by participating in a
believer’s baptism, as Jesus commands.
“Believe and be baptized…” (Mark 16:16)

3. Attend church.
Spend time with other Christ followers worshiping God,
being in community and serving in a church where
God’s message of love and hope are shared.
“And let us not neglect our meeting
together, as some people do, but
encourage one another, especially now
that the day of his return is drawing
near!” (Hebrews 10:25)
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