
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 21-29, 2020 
 
Project Summary 
Restoration Church is offering a Compassion International sponsor/mission trip to 
Cochabamba, Bolivia, in July 2020. The goal is to deepen our relationship with 
churches and individuals. We will visit with them, worship with them, and perhaps 
serve alongside of them in some ministry endeavor. Also, we will witness the 
Compassion International program and visit the homes of sponsored children. 
 
Background Information 
 
Restoration & Bolivia 
Restoration began a partnership with Compassion in Bolivia in May of 2016.  We 
are committed to sponsoring children specifically in Cochabamba for the purpose 
of providing a regular trip to interact with them and work alongside them.  In July 
of 2016, Pastor Ross took a “vision” trip to view and participate in the work of 
Compassion International in Bolivia and we sent a team in July, 2018.  It is our 
hope and intention to develop ongoing, partnering relationships with the 3 
churches from which we sponsor children.         
 
To date, we as a church body sponsor over 100 children in 3 different centers in Cochabamba.     
 

Most of these churches are located in the hillside 
community of Trafalgar in the southern city limits of 
Cochabamba, Bolivia. About 8,500 residents live in this 
area. Typical houses are constructed of cement floors, 
brick walls, and tin roofs. Most adults work as street 
vendors and laborers, and they earn the equivalent of 
$150 per month. 
 
A typical church size is about 70 adult members and if 
they house a Compassion Center, anywhere from 275 to 
500 children might attend their Compassion program.  
 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 
When is the trip? 
Compassion International approved us to travel July 21-
29, 2020. These are tentative dates that may adjust a day 

or two for various reasons. Dates will be secured once airfare is purchased.  
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Where exactly are we going? 
Cochabamba is a city surrounded by the Andes Mountains. It is about 9,000 feet above sea level. The 
temperature is cool and pleasant all year. We will be in the Trafalgar community, about 30 minutes by bus 
from the center of the city. 
 
 
What will we be doing? 
Our primary goal is to honor Christ by deepening the relationship between Restoration and our partner 
church.  They often plan activities to reach the non-believing parents whose children attend the 
Compassion program. We can expect to do some kind of ministry with them. In past years, we’ve helped 
with an outreach service, construction projects, and participated in youth activities. This year, we will 
help with the children’s program (VBS) at one or two locations, worship together on Sunday, and 
possibly help the centers with other projects. 
 
Who is leading the trip? 
Trip leaders include Kate Haas (Director of Kids Ministry at Restoration Church) and Heather Towne.  
Kate has co-led a mission trip to Bolivia two years ago and has traveled on numerous other mission trips 
over the years. Heather has extensive experience with international travel planning. We will also be 
accompanied by Compassion staff and guides. For a mission team to work at its highest level, all team 
members must be willing to assume leadership for specific roles according to their God-given abilities. 
Prepare yourself to serve God, be challenged, and lead your teammates! 
 
Will we be able to meet the children that we sponsor? 
Yes. Compassion staff will arrange for our sponsored children to join us for the highly anticipated “Fun 
Day.” In some cases, home visits are possible, but they are not guaranteed. 
 
Where will we stay and eat? 
We will stay in a hotel near the center of Cochabamba. The tap water is not healthy to drink. We will 
drink bottled water and eat at restaurants that filter water to prepare food. Anything that is cooked 
thoroughly or boiled is safe to eat.  Any fruit that can be peeled is also safe to eat. The Bolivian diet 
includes beef, chicken, rice, potatoes, cooked vegetables, fruit juices and pastries. 
 
What documents do I need for travel?   
Bolivia requires tourists to have a valid passport that will not expire within six months of the travel dates.  
Tourists are also required to have a Bolivian visa which must be acquired prior to the trip. We will help 
you with the required visa paperwork. Don’t worry! 
 
Do I need vaccinations? 
No vaccinations are required for entry into Bolivia. However, it is recommended that all travelers visit the 
CDC’s website (https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/destinations/list/) and consult your Primary Care 
Physician/Provider and/or Travel Clinic for additional vaccinations. Also, ask your doctor about altitude 
sickness which affects some travelers. 
 
What are the requirements to participate in the project? 
Anyone who regularly attends Restoration and completes the application and preparation requirements is 
eligible. Applicants who are 13 to 16 years old must participate with a parent. Space is limited. A one-on-
one interview with applicants may be needed. The project leadership team reserves the right to refuse or 
terminate the participation of any person who does not meet the requirements. We ask that team members 
meet the following requirements to build team unity, best accomplish our goals, and honor God:  

• Team members must complete the application and return it to the church office. Do not delay! 
Space is limited for this trip. 



• Team members will be expected to attend every planning meeting with little exception. The team 
will meet weekly 4-5 times prior to the trip. 

• Team members are expected to maintain the attitudes of Christian men and women who are 
serious about their relationship with God, and who submit to one another with love. There will be 
a spiritual development component to the training. 

• Compassion International will require each team member to complete a background check and 
additional forms for their administration purposes. 

 
 
 
 
Financial Responsibility & Cost Information 
How much will the trip cost? 
The cost per person will range between $2,750 and $3,000. The total out-of-pocket amount may vary 
depending on airfare, vaccinations, and travel documents. Restoration’s Global Outreach team may be 
able to contribute a portion of the funds to help reduce the overall amount of the trip. Once each team 
member has been approved to join the team, a deposit of $350 will be due by March 1, 2020 which will 
guarantee your spot on the team. This deposit will be deducted from the total cost of the trip. The total 
amount of the trip is due by May 24, 2020. If balance is not paid or payment arrangements have not been 
made, you may not be able to go on the trip. All funds paid towards the cost of the trip are considered as 
charitable giving. 
 
Costs not included are travel vaccinations, passport and/or visa expenses, meals in airports, sponsored 
child gifts or personal travel souvenirs. 
 
Will we be doing any fundraising?   
Yes! We will plan some fundraising events, and we will train and encourage each participant to write 
prayer letters and raise support from family and friends. It is possible for people to give tax-deductible 
donations to the mission trip. If a team member raises more funds than needed to cover the cost of his/her 
trip, the extra funds will be used to cover other Restoration-incurred costs related to the trip or be added 
towards future short-term missions trips. 
 
What if I don’t raise enough funds? 
If after fundraising (whether by church-led activities or by sending support letters) there is a balance due, 
each team member is responsible for paying that final balance before May 24, 2020.  
 
Trip Application 
How do I get involved? 
Complete the enclosed application and turn it in to the church office by February 2, 2020. There is limited 
space for this project. Feel free to contact Kate Haas (kate@restorationchurchpa.org) with any questions. 
The application is also available to be completed online via the RC website. 
 
 
Need more info? 
We will be holding two informational meetings. Please join us for a brief presentation and some Q&A 
time. 
Sunday, January 19th after the second service (approximately 11:40 am in Fellowship Hall) 
Sunday, January 26th after the first service (approximately 10:10 am in Fellowship Hall) 
 


