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Dear friends, 
 

Welcome to church!    Next Sunday, we don’t meet as our usual 4 congregations.    Next 

Sunday is our annual ‘Commitment Sunday’.    Once a year, we gather at the one time & one 

place to demonstrate we are one in Christ.  This combined service allows us to leave to one 

side our preferences for style, location & timing – we start at 9:30am (at St Paul’s), meaning we 

all have to do something a little different to accommodate each other in love.   We will 

celebrate together all Jesus has done to make us one.   We call it ‘commitment Sunday’, 

knowing our commitment to Him is only because Christ first committed to us.  ‘This is love: not 

that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins’ (1 John 

4v10).  Jesus held nothing back – in love, Christ gave Himself completely to redeem you & I.  

‘God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 

God’ (2 Corinthians 5v21).  Our commitment Sunday is shaped by grace.  Shaped by His 

commitment to us, that invites a total response. 
 

Next Sunday is, therefore, both a celebration & a challenge.  God encourages us to ‘Examine 

yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realise that Christ Jesus is in 

you - unless, of course, you fail the test?’ (2 Corinthians 13v5).  Next Sunday, we not only 

remember who we are in Jesus, but also consider how Jesus himself might look upon us.  In 

Revelation 2&3, Christ’s assessment of 7 churches is given.  Some receive high praise.  Smyrna is 

rich through persecution.  Philadelphia have endured patiently & will soon be rescued.   When 

we gather in the name of Jesus, His words are an assurance that no loss or difficulty for His sake 

is wasted.    For others, the praise is mixed.  Ephesus has persevered but lost their first love.  

Pergamum didn’t abandon Christ but are compromised.  Thyatira have great love & deeds, but 

don’t take holiness seriously.  Sardis have a reputation for life – but are dead.  As for Laodicea… 

‘I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot.  Would that you were either cold or hot!  So, because 

you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth’ (Rev 3:15-16). 
 

As individuals, we look forward to one day Jesus saying: ‘Well done my good & faithful servant… 

come share your master’s happiness’ (Matthew 25v31).  As a church, we also want to bring Him 

pleasure.   His pleasure won’t come from us being half-hearted – but sharing a single-minded 

passion (just as Christ had for us).  John Stott writes a great encouragement for us all:  

 “The idea of being on fire for Christ will strike some people as dangerous emotionalism.  ‘Surely,’ 

they will say, ‘we are not meant to go to extremes?  You are not asking us to become hot-gospel 

fanatics?’  Well, wait a minute.  It depends what you mean.  If by ‘fanaticism’ you really mean 

‘wholeheartedness,’ then Christianity is a fanatical religion and every Christian should be a fanatic.  

But fanaticism is not wholeheartedness, nor is wholeheartedness fanaticism.  Fanaticism is an 

unreasoning and unintelligent wholeheartedness.  It is the running away of the heart with the head.  

At the end of a statement prepared for a conference on science, philosophy and religion at 

Princeton University in 1940 came these words: ‘Commitment without reflection is fanaticism in 

action; but reflection without commitment is the paralysis of all action.’  What Jesus Christ desires 

and deserves is the reflection which leads to commitment and the commitment which is born of 

reflection.  This is the meaning of wholeheartedness, of being aflame for God. 
 

One longs today to see robust and virile men and women bringing to Jesus Christ their thoughtful 

and their total commitment.  Jesus Christ asks for this.  He even says that if we will not be hot, he 

would prefer us cold to lukewarm.  Better be frigid than tepid, he implies.  His meaning is not far 

to seek.  If he is true, if he is the Son of God who died for the sins of men, if Christmas Day, Good 

Friday and Easter Day are more than meaningless anniversaries, then nothing less than our 

wholehearted commitment to Christ will do.  I must put him first in my private and public life, 

seeking his glory and obeying his will.  Better be icy in my indifference or go into active opposition 

to him than insult him with an insipid compromise which nauseates him!” (Stott, What Christ 

Thinks of the Church) 

 

As we enjoy this time together, may it be a time of ‘nothing less than wholehearted commitment to 

Christ’.   May it be a time to ‘examine ourselves & see clearly that we are in the faith’ 
 

In Him, Mark Smith 

 

 

 

 

October 27th   2019 
 

WELCOME! 
 

Our regular services are: 

8 am at St. Paul’s  

Classic Anglican service 
 

10 am at St. Paul’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 
 

12:30pm at New St Thomas’ 

Wallerawang (All age, All in) 
 

3 pm at St. Stephen’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 

  

Ministry Contacts 
 

 

Senior Minister 
Mark Smith    0430 393 414 

mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not available Thursdays 

  
Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418610655 

john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Wednesdays 

 
Community Pastor 

Terry Smith  0449233862 
terry.smith@lpachurch.org.au 

Not available Tuesday & Friday  
 

Wardens 
Robert  Hookham  0403506693 

John Stevens           6355 1337 
Eric Young           0429664436 

  
Office Administration 

Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 
office@lpachurch.org.au 
Tuesday & Friday 10 - 2 
 

for Children and youth 

 Youth Group for yrs 6- 12                

                        During School 

Term    Fridays                          

7:00 –   9 pm 

……………. 

 

 

K – yr 6  

During School Term  

     Fridays 5pm – 6:30 pm  
 

 

Growth groups 

Small groups for adults to 

grow in Christ. 

details on back of bulletin or 

phone office. 

Knowing Jesus • Serving Jesus • Proclaiming Jesus 

 

mailto:terry.smith@lpachurch.org.au


Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 

  

1. HEAD: What did you learn? 

   

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 

 

  

 
 

ot    Exodus 40:1 – 16, 34 - 38   (page 78)  

 

nt  John 1:14 – 18      (page 860)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

Word of encouragement:  

 

Synod. 

Synod is our diocese’s church government.  Each of the 272 parishes send 
their senior minister & 2 elected representatives.  Joining with other 

diocesan officials, they make decisions to help us all grow Christ’s kingdom.  
One of our representatives, Kris Young, writes this first part of highlights for 

your prayers: 
 

We’ve returned this week from a pretty heavy couple of weeks at the 

Anglican Synod. There were lots of things discussed, but here are 
some of the more notable things we talked about this year: 

 

 * Sorted out some rules and regulations 

 * The Anglican church’s rules and ‘laws’ are called “Ordinances”. 
Every Synod, we usually pass a new Ordinance or two, or modify 

old ones. This year, we modified some of the ways churches can 
look after Assistant Ministers, as well as looking at the long and 

comprehensive rules around how Synod runs (there are rules for 
making rules, you see...).  

 * Celebrated some church successes 

 * This year, six churches were officially recognised as full parishes 

instead of provisional ones. This means they’ve grown to a point 
where they can look after themselves financially. The churches we 

celebrated this year were Bayside, Bossley Park, Berala, Pitt 
Town, Cobbitty, and Oran Park. We can thank God that more 

people are becoming followers of Jesus in these places, and that 
God is at work all over our city in many ways. 

 * Talked about Marriage 

 * In the Archbishop’s address, Glenn Davies expressed his 

frustration at the current situation of the Anglican Church in 
Australasia. In New Zealand, the Anglican Church made a 
decision to bless same sex marriages, and the Church of 

Confessing Anglicans were formed by churches who disagreed 
with this decision. In Australia, some of the Anglican dioceses are 

also making moves in this direction, such as the Diocese of 
Wangaratta, in which the Bishop gave permission for a service to 

bless the civil marriage of two men (this issue has been referred 
to the legal tribunal of the Australian Anglican Church, and has 

not been allowed so far). In his address, the Archbishop stated 
that the traditional position of the church is that marriage is 

between one man and one woman. He suggested that bishops and 
leaders who were attempting to redefine the Anglican Church on 

this matter should “Please leave”. He was not referring to 
individuals within churches, even though this caused quite a stir in 

the media afterwards. 

 * There are going to be more serious discussions on this issue 

across the national Anglican Church in years to come. Next year, 
the General Synod will meet and discuss this issue, with a few 
requests from Sydney to talk about the Bible’s teaching on this 

matter. Please pray for these meetings, as it may have serious 
consequences for the Anglican Church around Australia.   

 

Keep praying for our diocese, and for the Anglican Church around the 
world, that we would fix our eyes on Jesus above everything else, and 

keep on sharing the good news of the Gospel with as many people as 
we can. 

 

 

 
 

  

 

Direct Giving details 
Account Name -    ANGLICAN PARISH of     

 LITHGOW DIRECT  
GIVING   

BSB -                 062591 
Account No. -  10085204 

 

Prayer points  

 

27th October Lord God, without you, we are 

not able to please you; mercifully grant that 

your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and 

rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 

28th Oct  Praise God for exalting Christ to 

the highest place.  Give thanks thank Jesus is 

always with us, as we live the life of disciple-

making disciples. 
 

29th Oct  Pray for all marriages and families in 

Australia. Use & adapt the following prayer: 

Heavenly Father, grant that our families may be 

places of communion and prayer, authentic schools 

of the Gospel and small domestic Churches. Make 

us ever more mindful of the sacredness and beauty 

of the family in God’s plan. 
 

30th Oct  Give thanks for those who serve in 

the armed forces – praying for their safety, 

ability to act justly & their families at home.  

Pray for God to transform human hearts and 

bring an end to the spirit within us that 

produces war. 
 

31st Oct  Praise God for His gentleness.  Give 

thanks that he doesn’t treat as us our sins 

deserve, but in Christ has removed them as far 

as east is from the west. 
 

1st November  Reflect on Christ’s great 

commission: ‘make disciples of all nations, 

baptising them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 

to obey everything I have commanded you. And 

surely I am with you always, to the very end of the 

age.’  Pray for all Christ’s people to be disciple-

making disciples.  Pray for those in your life 

who aren’t yet followers of Jesus. 
 

2nd November  Give thanks that God shows 

no favouritism.  Pray that this aspect of God’s 

character would be obvious in your life, & in 

the life of our church. 

 

3rd November  Almighty and merciful God, 

of your bountiful goodness keep us from 

everything that may hurt us, that we may be 

ready in body and soul cheerfully to 

accomplish whatever you want us to do; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

News to share or point for prayer? 

If you would like the church family to hear of recent news, or 

request prayer for yourself, please contact the office by phone or 

email.  Due to privacy laws we can only publish names with 

permission of those people.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notices 
 

 

Ivan Lee Update 

The Archbishop of Sydney, Dr Glenn Davies, has announced he is 

seconding Bishop Ivan Lee to work on strengthening church growth in 

the Diocese, in a new portfolio for the experienced Bishop. 

"I am convinced our rectors and churches will benefit from Bishop 

Lee's passion for kingdom growth through evangelism, his experience 

in leading our mission areas and his many years of advising parishes," 

Dr Davies said.  Bishop Lee says he is looking forward to focussing on 

evangelism and church growth.  “I have thoroughly enjoyed my sixteen 

years serving the Western Region with the many and varied 

responsibilities the role entails. It is an extremely challenging yet 

interesting role. But I am excited to now narrow my focus on the 

challenges of growing spiritually healthy churches of all shapes and sizes 

in multicultural Sydney. I also look forward to working with Evangelism 

and New Churches, the Centre for Ministry Development at Moore 

College and other diocesan organisations.” Bishop Lee said. 

Archbishop Davies is planning, with the concurrence of the Standing 

Committee, to appoint a new Bishop for Western Sydney by the end 

of the year.  “Bishop Lee, with his experience of the challenges of 

ministry in the Western Sydney Region and extensive knowledge of 

this highly multicultural area, will be invaluable in ensuring a smooth 

transition for the new bishop.” 

 

Richard & Tracy Goscombe's visit 

Monday night (28th October) 7 – 8:30 pm St Pauls hall Lithgow  
 

 Commitment Sunday 2019 

Once a year we come together as a single congregation for 

Commitment Sunday.  This year, 9:30am at St Paul's on 3rd November 

 

Support for the Arise Orphanage in the Philippines 

Tracy, Mick and Rene served in an Orphanage in the Philippines before 

returning to Lithgow. We are keen to continue that work serving 

children in the name of Jesus. We are grateful for the generous 

support given in the past and another box of goods to provide 

practical support is being organised to send in November. For a list of 

items needed contact Tracy Staines, Julie Roberts or Peter Avery. 

Collection day for donations is next Sunday 3rd November. Please give 

items (and perhaps a small donation to cover freight) to Peter Avery 

or Julie Roberts. 

 
 

M.A.T.E. Day 

2nd November is M.A.T.E. Day 

Mountains Annual Training and Equipping Day 

An annual one day conference to equip and grow all God's 

people.  9am-3.30pm 

Contact Jono Ward 0428 344 424 

    Friendship Service 

Friday November 1st 

2pm at St. Stephens Portland 

 

Oct Southern Cross & Eternity available at the rear of church 

 
 

  

 

 
 

Lithgow and Portland Anglican Church  

  

Roster reminders  
 

November 3rd     2019 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible readings  

 

ot Exodus 40: 1 – 16, 34 – 38  

nt  John 1:14 – 18  
 

Thank you for serving.  If you are unable to fulfil your rostered 

duty please organise a swap and let the service leader and 

the office know 
 

Growth Groups  
 

Mon pm Senior teens Lithgow 

Tues am mixed    Lithgow 

        pm mixed    Lithgow 

Wed pm Women’s  Lithgow 

         pm Men’s       Lithgow 

         pm Mixed   Wallerawang 

Thu  am Women’s  Lithgow 

         pm mixed   Lithgow 

         pm mixed    Wallerawang 

         pm mixed   Portland 

Fri   am women’s   Lithgow 

        pm Mixed    Lithgow 
 

 

 

Please return Bibles to the back of church at the end of the service. Thank you! 


