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Dear friends, 
 

Welcome to church!    
 

We must never forget Paul’s encouragement to Timothy: ‘Preach the Word; be prepared in 
season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage-- with great patience and careful 

instruction.  For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit 
their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their 

itching ears want to hear’ (2 Timothy 4v2-3).  There is never an ‘off season’ in gospel work.  
And the pressure to put gospel truth to the side is not just from outside, but within church 

itself – as people seek teachers who will affirm their ungodly beliefs, instead of welcoming 
God’s correction, rebuke & encouragement.  At times, such commitment is costly. 
 

Between Synod sessions, I’m in Christchurch (NZ) for the weekend.  I’m in New Zealand 
for the consecration of the first bishop of the ‘Confessing Anglicans of New Zealand & 

Aotearoa’.  Our Anglican sisters & brothers there have made a costly call for the sake of 
the gospel.   Their national Synod made a decision to no longer hold to the Bible’s authority 

(played out in a practical way with their decision to re-define marriage & bless same-sex 
unions in God’s name).  For many faithful Anglicans in NZ they decided the best way 

forward was to form an extra-provincial diocese – put simply, to form a new & faithful 
stream of the Anglican denomination in that country.  As they explain themselves:  

The Fellowship of Confessing Anglicans New Zealand (FCANZ) is part of a global family of 
authentic Anglicans which is committed to proclaiming the transforming gospel of Jesus Christ 

to the world.   We do this within our local area of Aotearoa - New Zealand and Polynesia. 
 

We seek to promote faithfulness to the Scriptures as Anglicans have historically and 

traditionally understood them.  Through clear teaching and careful listening we will set forth 
the good news of the Lord Jesus and how this can be lived out faithfully in our churches and 

individual lives today. Because of the deeply personal nature of the current debates regarding 
sexuality in our church, FCANZ will seek to speak truthfully and lovingly about both the 

pastoral and doctrinal aspects of this issue.    
 

We also provide fellowship for those who identify with, and confess, historic and traditional 

Anglicanism, especially for those who feel isolated or marginalised in the current debates.  In 
the aftermath of Motion 30, authentic Anglicans are now found inside and outside the existing 

structures of the Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia. FCANZ recognises 
both as authentically Anglican. Because conscience and circumstance will lead to different 

approaches, we will intentionally provide fellowship and encourage goodwill. 
 

Above all, we long to see God glorified in these Islands as the gospel of his Son is faithfully 
proclaimed in the power of his Spirit.  

We pray you join us, that together we may partner in what our gracious God is doing in his 
world 

 

Their decision is not easy.  So far 12 parishes have made this move.  It is relationally & 

financially difficult.  It means leaving some folk they love behind.  It means leaving assets 
(church buildings, offices & rectories) behind.  It has brought some very negative headlines 

& articles in the national press.  Gospel faithfulness isn’t easy.  
 

We in Sydney recognise their legitimacy as fellow Christians & fellow Anglicans.  I’m in New 
Zealand for Jay Behan’s consecration.  In part, this is me expressing personal support – Jay 

is a friend & we studied for 4 years together at Moore College.  In larger part, this is a 
chance to express our recognition of them as true gospel partners (I will join other 

ordained clergy from outside NZ in playing a small formal part in the service – 
representative of broader support for them).  
 

Please pray for them - & pray that we might share in following Jesus, no matter the cost.  
 

In Him, Mark Smith 
 

 

 

October 20th   2019 
 

WELCOME! 
 

Our regular services are: 

8 am at St. Paul’s  

Classic Anglican service 
 

10 am at St. Paul’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 
 

12:30pm at New St Thomas’ 

Wallerawang (All age, All in) 
 

3 pm at St. Stephen’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 

  

Ministry Contacts 
 

 

Senior Minister 
Mark Smith    0430 393 414 

mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not available Thursdays 

  
Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418610655 

john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Wednesdays 

 
Community Pastor 

Terry Smith  0449233862 
terry.smith@lpachurch.org.au 

Not available Tuesday & Friday  
 

Wardens 
Robert  Hookham  0403506693 

John Stevens           6355 1337 
Eric Young           0429664436 

  
Office Administration 

Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 
office@lpachurch.org.au 
Tuesday & Friday 10 - 2 
 

for Children and youth 

 Youth Group for yrs 6- 12                

                        During School 

Term    Fridays                          

7:00 –   9 pm 

……………. 

 

 

K – yr 6  

During School Term  

     Fridays 5pm – 6:30 pm  
 

 

Growth groups 

Small groups for adults to 

grow in Christ. 

details on back of bulletin or 

phone office. 

Knowing Jesus • Serving Jesus • Proclaiming Jesus 

 

mailto:terry.smith@lpachurch.org.au


Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 

  

1. HEAD: What did you learn? 

   

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 

 

  

 
 

ot    Exodus 32:1 - 14   (page 70)  
Exodus 34:1 – 9    (page 72)  

 

nt  John 17:20 – 26     (page 878)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

Word of encouragement:  

 

‘Power of Being Present’ & ‘Listening Tool-Box’ – 

Workshops 

 

To be truly present with someone in the moment can be a wonderful 

& powerful gift. To listen well to someone so we truly understand 

them, is a blessing to them and beneficial for us too. The power of 

being present and the benefits of listening well are grounded in God’s 

character and actions. Through Jesus Christ, God is present with us 

in this broken world. God speaks & God listens. Think about prayer 

for the moment – what would be the point of praying if God didn’t 

listen to us? 

 

In two workshops last month we explored, learnt & practiced skills 

and attitudes that can help us be a ‘quality presence’ for another 

person and listen well to each other.  Here’s a summary from each 

workshop –  
 

Power of Being Present 

 Tuning-in – the skill of being present in the moment 

 Attitude of Humility – none of us has it altogether in the things of 

God or things of life 

 Tuning-in with empathy – feeling what someone else’s feeling. OR 

‘Walking in their shoes so you can feel their soul!’ 

 Attitude of Grace – God’s one-way encounter that invites a 

response 

 

Listening Tool Box 

Tool No 1 – Listening is loving with our ears 

Tool No 2 – Listening isn’t about fixing (It’s not about the nail) 

Tool No 3 – Empathy, tuning-in to someone’s emotional wavelength 

Tool No 4 – Reflecting-back what people are saying 

Tool No 5 – Good use of questions (esp avoiding ‘death by 

questions’) 

 

What did people say who attended? 

Judging from the feedback forms, people found the workshops 

encouraging, practical & relevant for building relationships in church 

life & elsewhere. Here’s a couple of examples, 

 ‘Was a wonderful encouragement & reminder of how we can build our 

skills & relationships’ 

 ‘I’m hoping to use all these skills to encourage people.’ 

 

You weren’t there but would like to find out more? 

 Why don’t you ask one of the 35 or so people who attended? 

You could ask them to explain one of the points above – that will 

also help them remember what they learnt. 

 Look up on YouTube the following clips  

For listening skills type in YouTube search bar: 6 Tips for active 

listening  

For listening isn’t about fixing, type in: ‘It’s not about the nail’ 

(Bonus – it’s very funny) 

 Ask Mark or Kristen for the email of follow-up readings that has 

been sent out 

 

 
 

  

 

Direct Giving details 
Account Name -    ANGLICAN PARISH Of     

 LITHGOW  DIRECT 
GIVING   

BSB -                 062591 
Account No. -  10085204 

 

Prayer points  

 

Oct 20th Lord, give your people grace to 

withstand the temptations of the world, the 

flesh, and the devil, and with pure hearts and 

minds to follow you the only God; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

21st October Praise God for the hope of glory 

& the better future he will make a reality.  

Praise Him in light of Philippians 3v20-21 ‘But 

our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a 

Saviour from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by 

the power that enables him to bring everything 

under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so 

that they will be like his glorious body.’ 

 

22nd October Give thanks for education in 

our nation.  Pray for all teachers, in every level 

of institutional education, that they make teach 

truth with grace. Ask that the holidays would 

be refreshing for all. 

 

23rd October Ask God to help you build your 

life around your identity in Christ 

 

24th October Give thanks that although he 

was rich, Jesus became poor, that we might 

share in His heavenly riches.  Pray for those 

trapped by poverty – both physical & spiritual.  

Give thanks for our church’s involvement in 

the ministry of ‘Christians Against Poverty’ & 

ask God to use it for the good of others 

 

25th October Remember all those in positions 

of leadership & authority (from family life to 

public life, from business to social clubs, from 

local to international).  Pray that they might 

lead like Christ – as servants of all.   

 

26th October Reflect on Philippians 4v4 

‘Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: 

Rejoice!’  Take the time to consider all the 

reasons you have to rejoice in the Lord. 

 

27th October Lord God, without you, we are 

not able to please you; mercifully grant that 

your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and 

rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

News to share or point for prayer? 

If you would like the church family to hear of recent news, or 

request prayer for yourself, please contact the office by phone or 

email.  Due to privacy laws we can only publish names with 

permission of those people.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notices 
Annual Leave 

Mark will be away from October 5th – 20th on Annual leave, during this 

time he will also be in New Zealand to support the consecration of Jay 

Behan as the first Bishop of the Confessing Anglican Church of New 

Zealand & Aotearoa.  
 

Richard & Tracy Goscombe's visit 

Our BCA Mission partners have finished their ministry in Wickham 

(WA).  They will be with us at all services on Sunday 27th 

October.  Monday night (28th October) they will run an extended 

session for us to learn more from God's work in & through them 
 

 Commitment Sunday 2019 

Once a year we come together as a single congregation for 

Commitment Sunday.  This year, 9:30am at St Paul's on 3rd November 

 

 

M.A.T.E. Day 

2nd November is M.A.T.E. Day 

Mountains Annual Training and Equipping Day 

An annual one day conference to equip and grow all God's 

people.  9am-3.30pm 

Blue Mountains Grammar Junior School, Wentworth Falls 

Seminars for children, teenagers and adults ! 

Some of the topics for this year include: 

7 practical and easy suggestions for growing faith that lasts 

praying outside the square...  create lego masterpieces while hearing 

how God is building his church 10 tips to survive High School as a 

Christian how to lead meaningful discussions with kids and youth 

$20 per adult, under 18's FREE, Lunch provided. 

Register online 

$20 per adult, kids under 18 are free 

Register at www.sthildas.net 

Questions? Contact Jono Ward 0428 344 424 

 

HALLOWEEN @ ANGLICARE STORE  

Given the location of the Anglicare shop, we want to make the most of 

it for the gospel.   The shop will be open on Saturday 26th later than 

usual.  Volunteers from church are welcome to be a friendly face, give 

gifts from church & have conversations.  At 4:30pm, we’ll have a family 

activity – a telling of ‘the lion, the witch & the wardrobe’, a gospel 

explanation & activities.  We’d also love help setting & packing up.  

Speak to Kris Young to be involved in some – not all – of those roles. 
 

    Springsong by the J.O.Y. Singers 

Music and Morning Tea at the Lithgow Bible Church  

October 23rd 10am – supporting our local Women’s and Children’s 

Crisis Centre 

 

Friendship Service 

Friday November 1st 

2pm at St. Stephens Portland 

 

Advance Notice: Christmas Carols & Outreach 

Friday 6th December. 
 

A mission team of Uni students will also join us 

 (5-8th Dec).  Offers of accommodation welcome 

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

Lithgow and Portland Anglican Church  

  

Roster reminders  
 

October 27th    2019  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible readings  

ot Exodus 40: 1 – 16, 34 – 38  

nt  John 1:14 – 18  
 

Thank you for serving.  If you are unable to fulfil your rostered duty 

please organise a swap and let the service leader and the 

office know 
 

Growth Groups  
 

Mon pm Senior teens Lithgow 

Tues am mixed    Lithgow 

        pm mixed    Lithgow 

Wed pm Women’s  Lithgow 

         pm Men’s       Lithgow 

         pm Mixed   Wallerawang 

Thu  am Women’s  Lithgow 

         pm mixed   Lithgow 

         pm mixed    Wallerawang 

         pm mixed   Portland 

Fri   am women’s   Lithgow 

        pm Mixed    Lithgow 
 

 

 

Please return Bibles to the back of church at the end of the service. Thank you! 


