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Dear friends,  Welcome to church!    

 

‘God is not a God of disorder, but of peace’ (1 Corinthians 14v33).   Paul wrote those 
words to encourage believers in their life together.  As we’ve already seen in sermons from 

1 Corinthians this year, the Corinthian believers were a talented group.  But they hadn’t 
grasped the principle Christ modelled of using talents & gifts in loving service of others.  

When they gathered, they were so concerned to demonstrate what they could do, that 
peace was lost.  They needed ‘order’.  They needed to submit to others in authority.  They 
needed to be willing to not do what they were capable of, & only do what would bless 

others.  Order matters, because it helps us express love. 
 

That truth is played out in our congregational life – week in, week out.  Every time we 

gather, people serve in a whole range of ways – some more noticeable than others.  Every 
time we gather, some refrain from using their gifts – allowing others to use theirs.  We are 

‘ordered’ in our worship (from flowers arranged earlier in the week, to welcomers setting 
up, to musicians practising, to listening to those leading in prayer & teaching, to encouraging 

conversation & cleaning up).  This order strengthens & expresses our love. 
 

That same truth is played out on the larger scale of our denomination.  We are connected 

in real ways to the other Anglican churches in our diocese (from here in the west to the 
Pacific Ocean, from the Hawkesbury River down to Ulladulla).  Synod is our diocese’s 

governing body.  Reflecting God’s character of peace & order, representatives from all 272 
Anglican parishes, & diocesan organisations, gather to debate, discuss & decide how to best 

live our gospel partnership out.   With that many people gathering, Synod is tightly 
structured.  Because we are making recommendations & rules for church to work with, 
there is a focus on the details of every decision.  But above all, there is gospel unity.  We 

disagree.  But for the vast bulk of those at Synod, it is disagreeing about how we best live 
under & proclaim Jesus – not a disagreement on what our goal is.   

 

Over the next 2 weeks, our Synod meets again.  Your prayerful support of this time is 
valued.  Every ‘full’ parish sends their senior minister & 2 elected congregation members (so 

Kris Young, Chris Barnett & I will be attending to represent you).   This year, some of the 
important issues we’ll deal with are: 
 

The Structure of our organisations:  We’ll make decisions on a variety of 
matters from how Synod itself is conducted to Gender representation on Diocesan 

boards and committees.  There are motions to be considered on the election of 
our next Archbishop; how we encourage more godly, appropriate people into 

ordained ministry; & how we care for those already in it (especially when there are 
breakdowns of gospel partnerships).   

Dealing with sin and brokenness: Synod will deal with the implementation of 
the Recommendations of the Royal Commission into Institutional Child Sexual 

Abuse & wrestle through the implications of a report on human sexuality to better 
pastorally care for people.   
Delight in God’s work:  We will hear of God’s work within & beyond our 

diocese, & celebrate 6 parishes – recognising their growth from provisional to full 
parish status (Bayside, Berala, Cobbitty, Fairfield with Bossley Park, Oran Park and 

Pitt Town) 
Good stewardship:  We’ll look at revisions to the Property Use Policy – how we 

ensure good care & use of all God’s entrusted to us as individual churches.   
Engaging Society: As our government looks to legislate a Religious 

Discrimination Bill, we will debate how best to respond with the voice of ‘the 
Anglican Church’.  

 

With all that’s being discussed, we welcome your prayers.  
In Him, Mark Smith 

 

 

 

 

October 13th   2019 
 

WELCOME! 
 

Our regular services are: 

8 am at St. Paul’s  

Classic Anglican service 
 

10 am at St. Paul’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 
 

12:30pm at New St Thomas’ 

Wallerawang (All age, All in) 
 

3 pm at St. Stephen’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 

  

Ministry Contacts 
 

 

Senior Minister 
Mark Smith    0430 393 414 

mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Away from October 5th – 20th 

  
Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418610655 

john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Wednesdays 

 
Community Pastor 

Terry Smith  0449233862 
terry.smith@lpachurch.org.au 

Not available Tuesday & Friday  
 

Wardens 
Robert  Hookham  0403506693 

John Stevens           6355 1337 
Eric Young           0429664436 

  
Office Administration 

Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 
office@lpachurch.org.au 
Tuesday & Friday 10 - 2 
 

for Children and youth 

 Youth Group for yrs 6- 12                

                        During School 

Term    Fridays                          

7:00 –   9 pm 

……………. 

 

 

K – yr 6  

During School Term  

     Fridays 5pm – 6:30 pm  
 

 

Growth groups 

Small groups for adults to 

grow in Christ. 

details on back of bulletin or 

phone office. 

Knowing Jesus • Serving Jesus • Proclaiming Jesus 

 

mailto:terry.smith@lpachurch.org.au


Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 

  

1. HEAD: What did you learn? 

   

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 

 

  

 
 

ot   Exodus 20:1 – 21    (page 60) 

nt  Hebrews 10: 19-31  (page 973) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

Word of encouragement:  

 

From the finance team 

 

Exciting news! Take a look at this graph… 

 

 
 

We are over $1000 ahead of budget for the year!  

Praise God and thank you to our wonderful church family for your 

generosity  

Another pleasing trend we have noticed over the past few months 

is that giving electronically has increased. This is great news for a 

couple of reasons: 

1. Budgeting is easier when we have a greater 

understanding of how much money will be given each 

month; and 

2. The job of the counting team on Sundays is easier when 

offertory is provided electronically rather than as cash 

over the plate. 

If you are not already giving electronically, when you periodically 

reassess how much you give to God’s work, why not consider 

online giving – you can make it anonymous and once set up, it’s 

very easy to manage.  

A new task for financial reporting - Single Touch Payroll 

As you know, one of the tasks of the Treasurer is to meet all of 

our employment obligations for the ministry staff. Apart from 

regular salary payments, this involves on payment of PAYG taxation 

and for our non-ordained staff, payment of superannuation and 

Worker’s Compensation. All of these commitments are calculated 

and paid digitally using various systems. 

Recently, the Australian Taxation Office (ATO) introduced a new 

system for reporting taxation – Single Touch Payroll. Basically, each 

month when we pay wages to the ministry staff, we record the 

PAYG details in MYOB and immediately submit to the ATO. This 

provides better reporting for the Government and also allows 

employees to keep up to date with their taxation directly, via their 

MyGov site.  For us, it also eliminates the need to provide an 

Annual Statement of Income as employees are able to go online and 

download the details themselves using this system. 

We are happy to say that the financial team have Single Touch 

Payroll up and running successfully and are meeting all other 

commitments with regard employment. 

God is gracious as he provides the skills and time to fulfil all of the 

financial responsibilities of the treasury. We are continually 

thankful.   

God bless, Billinda (Treasurer) 
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Direct Giving details 
Account Name -    ANGLICAN PARISH Of     

 LITHGOW  DIRECT 
GIVING   

BSB -                 062591 
Account No. -  10085204 

 

Prayer points  

 
Oct 13th  Lord, we pray that your grace may always 

uphold and encourage us, and make us continually to be 
given to all good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
 

Oct 14th  Give thanks for the Sydney Diocese & pray for 
our Synod (governance meetings starting today).   Pray 

for our lay representatives, Kris Young & Chris Barnett, 
as well as our minister, Mark Smith, to serve well at 

Synod.  Pray that decisions would be made that help 
promote the gospel’s growth across the diocese & around 

the world. 
 

Oct 15th Give thanks that in Christ, we have complete 
forgiveness.  Confess the times you’ve sought to find your 
identity & meaning in other things (money, work, culture, 

family, social status) – reflecting on Philippians 3v7-9:  But 
whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of 

Christ.  What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to 
the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for 

whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that 
I may gain Christ  and be found in him, not having a 

righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that 
which is through faith in Christ--the righteousness that comes 

from God and is by faith. 
 

Oct 16th Praise God for His patience.  Praise Him for 
delaying Jesus’ return so that more might be found ready, 

having repented in faith. 
 

Oct 17th  Remember those in times of trial & weakness.  
Pray by name for those you know who are undergoing 

difficulties – mental, physical, emotional, financial, 
relational & spiritual. 

 

Oct 18th  Give thanks for Jesus who is the perfect 
prophet, priest & king.  Give thanks that as prophet he 

makes truth known; as priest he makes it possible to be 
acceptable to God; as king he directs us in the way that is 

best for us. 

 

Oct 19th  Give thanks for the blessing of children in our 
lives & the life of our church.  Pray for the children you 

know – whether or not they are related to you – that 
they might grow up in the grace & knowledge of our 

Saviour.  Pray for all parents, to guide their children in the 
ways of righteousness. 

 
Oct 20th Lord, give your people grace to withstand the 

temptations of the world, the flesh, and the devil, and 
with pure hearts and minds to follow you the only God; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

News to share or point for prayer? 

If you would like the church family to hear of recent news, or 

request prayer for yourself, please contact the office by phone or 

email.  Due to privacy laws we can only publish names with 

permission of those people.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notices 
Annual Leave 

Mark will be away from October 5th – 20th on Annual leave, during this 

time he will also be in New Zealand to support the consecration of Jay 

Behan as the first Bishop of the Confessing Anglican Church of New 

Zealand & Aotearoa.  
 

Richard & Tracy Goscombe's visit 

Our BCA Mission partners have finished their ministry in Wickham 

(WA).  They will be with us at all services on Sunday 27th 

October.  Monday night (28th October) they will run an extended 

session for us to learn more from God's work in & through them 
 

ACL National Conference 

We live in changing times; times that are challenging for us who are 

called to live boldly for Christ.   Just as Paul was ‘not ashamed’ to 

witness to God’s truth, the time has come for us to do the same. 

19th October 2019 8:30am – 5:30pm  Sydney CBD.  www.acl.org.au.  

 A bus for transport is being organised  Contact Jeremy Brown 

0428174999  
 

 Commitment Sunday 2019 

Once a year we come together as a single congregation for 

Commitment Sunday.  This year, 9:30am at St Paul's on 3rd November 

 

Advance Notice: Christmas Carols & Outreach 

Friday 6th December. 
 

A mission team of Uni students will also join us 

 (5-8th Dec).  Offers of accommodation welcome 
 

M.A.T.E. Day 

2nd November is M.A.T.E. Day 

Mountains Annual Training and Equipping Day 

An annual one day conference to equip and grow all God's 

people.  9am-3.30pm 

Blue Mountains Grammar Junior School, Wentworth Falls 

Seminars for children, teenagers and adults ! 

Some of the topics for this year include: 

7 practical and easy suggestions for growing faith that lasts 

praying outside the square...  create lego masterpieces while hearing 

how God is building his church 10 tips to survive High School as a 

Christian how to lead meaningful discussions with kids and youth 

$20 per adult, under 18's FREE, Lunch provided. 

BOOKINGS OPEN SOON 
 

HALLOWEEN @ ANGLICARE STORE  

Given the location of the Anglicare shop, we want to make the most of 

it for the gospel.   The shop will be open on Saturday 26th later than 

usual.  Volunteers from church are welcome to be a friendly face, give 

gifts from church & have conversations.  At 4:30pm, we’ll have a family 

activity – a telling of ‘the lion, the witch & the wardrobe’, a gospel 

explanation & activities.  We’d also love help setting & packing up.  

Speak to Kris Young to be involved in some – not all – of those roles. 
 

    Springsong by the J.O.Y. Singers 

Music and Morning Tea at the Lithgow Bible Church  

October 23rd 10am – supporting our local Women’s and Children’s 

Crisis Centre 

 

Ladies Fellowship October Thursday 17th  

Car pool visit to Beth & Barbara Watters Garden on Bells Line Rd, 

B.Y.O. Lunch leaving from St. Pauls Church hall at 11:45 am –  

R.S.V.P. Deirdre Culla by Tuesday 15th October  

 
 

  

 

 
 

  

Roster reminders  
 

October 20th    2019  
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible readings  

ot Exodus 32:1 – 14, 33: 12 - 23 

nt  Hebrews 7: 23 - 28 
 

Thank you for serving.  If you are unable to fulfil your rostered duty 

please organise a swap and let the service leader and the 

office know 
 

Growth Groups  
 

Mon pm Senior teens Lithgow 

Tues am mixed    Lithgow 

        pm mixed    Lithgow 

Wed pm Women’s  Lithgow 

         pm Men’s       Lithgow 

         pm Mixed   Wallerawang 

Thu  am Women’s  Lithgow 

         pm mixed   Lithgow 

         pm mixed    Wallerawang 

         pm mixed   Portland 

Fri   am women’s   Lithgow 

        pm Mixed    Lithgow 
 

 

 

Please return Bibles to the back of church at the end of the service. Thank you! 

http://www.acl.org.au/

