
www.lpachurch.org.au • office@lpachurch.org.au • PO Box 192, Lithgow • (02) 6351 3070  

St. Paul’s: Railway Parade, Lithgow • St Thomas’: Commens St, Wallerawang • St. Stephen’s: Williwa St, Portland 

 

Dear friends, 
 

Welcome to church!    Today we gather as one congregation – our annual, visible 
expression of the partnership we have in Jesus.  As we meet today, our focus is the 

privilege of prayer.  As a community, we pray.  As a community we can grow in prayer.  
The first disciples knew this & asked Jesus to teach them to pray (Luke 11v1).  Christ not 

only teaches us through His word, he blesses us with models of prayer in our lives.  As we 
pray with one another (at church, in Growth Groups, as we catch up for a coffee) we not 

only speak as God’s children together to our Father – we also learn how to pray.   We 
learn too from those who’ve gone before us & left their wisdom on prayer.   Leon Morris 

was born in Lithgow, 1914.  God used him as a New Testament scholar, whose writing 
blessed the world.  In 1956, he wrote the following on prayer: 
 

“A man’s prayer is only heard if he puts his soul in his hand.” So runs the axiom of the 
Rabbis, and it stands as a crushing rebuke for the tepid self-seeking which passes for prayer 

with so many of us today. 
 

The saying is based on Job 13:14, and it gives expression to the thought that prayer is an 
adventure. It is a realising of one’s utter helplessness, a casting of oneself entirely on the 

mercy of God. It is a cry to man’s Maker from the depths of man’s troubled being. 
 

Many people never rise above the infant stage in the all-important matter of their prayer life. 

It is the most natural thing in the world for the babe to regard the world as his oyster. From 
early days he makes the tacit assumption that everything that there is, is for his benefit, and 

in truly lordly fashion he makes his demands. In time he comes to learn that there are other 
people who also have their wants, and life becomes a matter of adjusting his claims to theirs. 

 
Sooner or later he makes the great discovery that there are other ways of getting what he 

wants than yelling for it. The great tragedy is when a man never proceeds beyond this point, 
other than in the perfecting of better and better ways of securing his desires. But so common 

is this attitude that much of modern life is permeated with it. There is a well-known book with 
the title, “How to win friends and influence people.” What nobody seems to doubt is whether 

one man has the right to be influencing people in this sense. The underlying assumption is 
that a man should have other people do the things he wants them to do, and the only 

question is “What is the best way to do this?” So the average man sets his heart on his own 
success. He interprets it variously: popularity, making money, being powerful, being secure, 
having a happy home. There are many ways of wrapping selfishness up, but basically the 

modern man is one who seeks to do his own will. 
Conversion.  The great change that takes place when a man becomes a Christian is that 

God becomes the centre of his life not self. He dies to his former way of life, and is born 
again. His whole direction is changed; he is converted. His past evil is done away as his sin is 

forgiven through the atoning work of the Saviour. He ceases to trust in self and trusts its 
Christ. 

 
There is much more to it, but we are concerned with prayer. The converted man cannot look 

on prayer as a new and wonderful instrument for getting his way. If you regard prayer as the 
divine means of insuring that your will done, then you have a sub- Christian outlook on prayer. 

Prayer is not a process of persuading God to see life as we see it. Rather in one of its aspects 
it is coming to see things in a measure as God sees them. True prayer always includes “Thy 

will be done.”  Someone has said that prayer is practicing the presence of God, and in one 
aspect this is true. So far from making prayer a means of securing one’s wants, the redeemed 

soul delights simply to be with the Lord. Look at the beautiful little prayer of adoration in Rev 
4:11. Throughout the ages mature Christians have found in pure adoration one of the 
highlights of prayer. 

Cont’d inside  
 

 

 

November 3rd    2019 
 

WELCOME! 
 

Our regular services are: 

8 am at St. Paul’s  

Classic Anglican service 
 

10 am at St. Paul’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 
 

12:30pm at New St Thomas’ 

Wallerawang (All age, All in) 
 

3 pm at St. Stephen’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 

  

Ministry Contacts 
 

 

Senior Minister 
Mark Smith    0430 393 414 

mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not available Thursdays 

  
Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418610655 

john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Wednesdays 

 
Wardens 

Robert  Hookham  0403506693 
John Stevens           6355 1337 

Eric Young           0429664436 
  

Office Administration 
Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 

office@lpachurch.org.au 
Tuesday & Friday 10 - 2 
 

for Children and youth 

 Youth Group for yrs 6- 12                

                        During School 

Term    Fridays                          

7:00 –   9 pm 

……………. 

 

K – yr 6  

During School Term  

             Fridays 5pm – 6:30 

pm  
 

 

 

 

Growth groups 

Small groups for adults to 

grow in Christ. 

details on back of bulletin or 

phone office. 

Knowing Jesus • Serving Jesus • Proclaiming Jesus 

 



Why Pray? 

If prayer is concerned with getting the will of God done rather than the will of man, the question arises, “Why then, should we pray? 
Will not God see that His will is done?” There are deep mysteries here, and we will not in this article go into the question of the extent 

to which the divine will is actually done. Nor do we feel competent to give a complete answer to the question “Why pray?” 

 

But if we may hazard a speculation, prayer seems to be the sphere in which God is pleased to work. It is not that He cannot work 

without it, for none can place limits to His activity. And in any case He sometimes does work even where no prayer has been offered, 
as many a converted sinner can humbly testify. But normally He pleases to work in response to prayer. Everyone knows the difference 

in the atmosphere of a meeting which has been prepared with an abundance of prayer. No amount of organisation, or bright singing, 
or attractive speaking can make up for lack of prayer. Prayer does change things. 
 

Then, too, prayer is the expression of the great change that has come over a man. Earlier we referred to the change of outlook which 

takes place when a man comes to believe. He no longer relies on his own best effort, but all his trust is in God. Humble believing 
prayer is the outcome of this and the expression of this. That is what we had in mind in the Rabbinic quotation with which this article 

opened. Unless we have come to the place where we see our complete helplessness, where we see sin for the horror that it is, where 
we cry in faith for God to save us, we do not begin to understand the nature of prayer. When prayer is the expression of our complete 

abandonment of self then indeed do we “put our soul in our hand.” 

 

As we keep learning to pray, may we be blessed to learn from all the faithful who surround us & have gone before us 

 

In Him, Mark Smith 

 

  

 
 

ot    Proverbs 6:6-8, 10:3-6, 20:4-5 (Pages 514, 517, 527) 

nt   Luke 10:1-24  (page 842)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

Word of encouragement:  

 

Synod. 
Synod is our diocese’s church government.  Each of the 272 parishes send 

their senior minister & 2 elected representatives.  Joining with other diocesan 

officials, they make decisions to help us all grow Christ’s kingdom.  This is 

the second summary of highlights for your prayers from our representatives, 

Kris Young.  The first covered: Sorting some rules & regulations, celebrating 

some church successes; & talked about marriage.  More notable things we 

talked about this year: 

 

 * Discussed how best to love people in our churches. 

 * This year, we were presented with some draft guidelines on how 

to love and care for people in our churches who experience same 

sex attraction, or who identify as LGBTQI. The guidelines 

propose ways in which we can help and care for people in these 

situations, to show them Christ’s love and point them to the good 

news Jesus brings, caring for them as God cares for them. 

 * Talked about Women 

 * This year marks the 30 year anniversary since the first women 

were ordained as Deacons (as opposed to Deaconesses. Long 

story.). The synod praised God for the women who have been 

given opportunities to exercise their teaching and pastoral gifts, 

and called for us to continue employing and raising up women for 

ministry in our Diocese.  

 * Heard about God’s work around the world 

 * The Anglican Church in Sydney has partnerships with Gospel 

work all around the world. We heard about the work being done 

in places like Egypt, Tanzania, and Mauritius, where the PTC 

course is being translated into local language to help teach people 

more about Jesus. In Madagascar, where Anglican clergy train 

alongside Catholic priests, a French-language version of the PTC 

course is being tested to help teach local Christians about the 

Bible. 

 * Discussed Gender Identity 

 * Synod passed a Doctrine statement on Gender Identity, along 

with some pastoral guidelines for helping to care for people who 

experience struggles with their gender identity. This is a rapidly 

changing area in our society, with a range of views. It was good to 

hear from God’s word about our identity in Christ. 

 * Got excited about Bathurst 

 * The Rev Mark Calder is about to become the new Bishop of 

Bathurst. A former minister in Sydney, he will be ‘installed’ in his 

new job on November the 23rd. We’re excited about this new 

step, and will be praying for our nearest diocesan neighbours as 

Mark and Susan Calder take up their new position. It will be a big 

change from their last position in Noosa! 

 * Farewelled our Archbishop (sort of).  

 * Next year, Glenn Davies will retire and our diocese will need to 

select someone to succeed him. We thanked God for the 

Archbishop’s service, and began to discuss some of the technical 

issues around the next step. Synod finished with a series of 

tributes, and grateful prayers for the service Archbishop Davies 

has given to the diocese over the past three years. 

 
Keep praying for our diocese, and for the Anglican Church around the 

world, that we would fix our eyes on Jesus above everything else, and 

keep on sharing the good news of the Gospel with as many people as 

we can. 
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Account Name -    ANGLICAN PARISH of     

 LITHGOW DIRECT  
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BSB -                 062591 
Account No. -  10085204 

 

Prayer points  

 

Each day this week, pray through this Puritan prayer 

from ‘Valley of Vision’.  The language is old/unusual – but 

the requests are powerful.  As you pray through it each 

day, adapt it to your way of speaking to the Lord. 

O GOD, 

May I never be a blot or a blank in life, 

        cause the way of truth to be evil spoken of, 

  or make my liberty an occasion to the flesh. 

May I by love serve others, and please my neighbour 

  for his good to edification. 

May I attend to what is ornamental as well as 

  essential in religion, pursuing things that are 

  lovely and of good report. 

May I render my profession of the gospel 

  not only impressive, but amiable and inviting. 

May I hold forth the way of Jesus 

  with my temper as well as my tongue, 

  with my life as well as my lips. 

May I say to all I meet, 

  I am journeying towards the Lord’s given place, 

  come with me for your good. 

May I be prepared for all the allotments 

    of this short, changing, uncertain life, with 

  a useful residence in it, 

  a comfortable journey through it, 

  a safe passage out of it. 

May I be in character and conduct like 

  the dew of heaven, 

  the salt of the earth, 

  the light of the world, 

  the fullness of the fountain. 

May I never 

  be ashamed of Jesus or his words, 

  be deterred from fulfilling a known duty 

    through fear, 

  be discouraged from attempting it 

    through weakness. 

May I see all things in a divine light so that they may 

  inform my judgment 

  and sanctify my heart. 

And by all the disciplines of thy providence, 

  and all the ordinances of religion, 

  may I be increasingly prepared for 

    life’s remaining duties, 

    the solemnities of a dying hour, 

    and the joys and services 

      that lie beyond the grave.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

News to share or point for prayer? 

If you would like the church family to hear of recent news, or 

request prayer for yourself, please contact the office by phone or 

email.  Due to privacy laws we can only publish names with 

permission of those people.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notices 
 

 

Portland Men's breakfast 

8:30-10:30am, Saturday 9th November 

Portland Cement Works 

$7 cover charge 

 

Combined church service 

6pm, Sunday 17th November 

Lithgow Christian Fellowship (Longworth St) 

Speaker: Les Kiely 

 

Ivan Lee Update 

The Archbishop of Sydney, Dr Glenn Davies, has announced he 

is seconding Bishop Ivan Lee to work on strengthening church 

growth in the Diocese, in a new portfolio for the experienced 

Bishop.  "I am convinced our rectors and churches will benefit 

from Bishop Lee's passion for kingdom growth through 

evangelism, his experience in leading our mission areas and his 

many years of advising parishes," Dr Davies said.  Bishop Lee 

says he is looking forward to focussing on evangelism and church 

growth.  “I have thoroughly enjoyed my sixteen years serving 

the Western Region with the many and varied responsibilities 

the role entails. It is an extremely challenging yet interesting 

role. But I am excited to now narrow my focus on the 

challenges of growing spiritually healthy churches of all shapes 

and sizes in multicultural Sydney. I also look forward to working 

with Evangelism and New Churches, the Centre for Ministry 

Development at Moore College and other diocesan 

organisations.” Bishop Lee said. 

Archbishop Davies is planning, with the concurrence of the 

Standing Committee, to appoint a new Bishop for Western 

Sydney by the end of the year.  “Bishop Lee, with his experience 

of the challenges of ministry in the Western Sydney Region and 

extensive knowledge of this highly multicultural area, will be 

invaluable in ensuring a smooth transition for the new bishop.” 

 

A.E.F.S. TEAM 

In December we we’re joined by a team of about 10 Uni 

students led by Sarah Kan.  They will join us in the work of 

making Jesus known locally.  Accommodation is required for 

them from the evening of Wednesday 4th to Monday 9th 

December.  If you are able to assist please contact mark or the 

office. 
 

 

 
 

   Lithgow and Portland Anglican Church  

  

Roster reminders  
 

November 10th     2019  
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible readings  

ot Genesis 1:26 – 2:3 

nt  1 Corinthians 11:1 – 16   
 

Thank you for serving.  If you are unable to fulfil your rostered 

duty please organise a swap and let the service leader and 

the office know 
 

 

 

Growth Groups  
 

Mon pm Senior teens Lithgow 

Tues am mixed    Lithgow 

        pm mixed    Lithgow 

Wed pm Women’s  Lithgow 

         pm Men’s       Lithgow 

         pm Mixed   Wallerawang 

Thu  am Women’s  Lithgow 

         pm mixed   Lithgow 

         pm mixed    Wallerawang 

         pm mixed   Portland 

Fri   am women’s   Lithgow 

        pm Mixed    Lithgow 
 

 

 

Please return Bibles to the back of church at the end of the service. Thank you! 


