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Dear friends, 
 

Welcome to church!    A month from Christmas & the preparations are well under 

way.  To help us prepare well, over the coming newsletters I’ll share Bill Salier’s 

reflections on John 1v14 (And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 

seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth).  The first is 

on ‘the Word’: 
 

John 1:14 speaks, first of all, of the Word. This title, unique to the Fourth Gospel, 

only appears here in the prologue (and possibly in John 10:42) but it speaks 

volumes for John’s understanding of Jesus.  

 “The Word” as a title is so evocative. We are taken back to the creative word of 

God in Genesis; the judging word of God through his prophets. We remember 

Psalm 119‘s magnificent and sustained meditation on the word and its ability to 

give joy and life— and so many other things. We recall the words of Isaiah 55:11 

that the word of God goes out and will not return empty, and catch a brief glimpse 

of the plot of John’s gospel as well as the barest hint of the incarnation itself.   The 

title speaks of communication, of revelation. ln the context of John 1:1-18, we 

understand that the Word as a  title refers to someone who is distinct from 

God—and yet who shares his identity: one, through whom everything was made. 

As the title “Light” is brought into play alongside the word, we read of a struggle 

between the light and darkness—and eventually, between the Word and the 

world. The Light/Word comes to the world … is not understood … is rejected, 

but eventually triumphs, by enabling the coming into being of the children of God.   
 

At Christmas we celebrate the Word. We rejoice that we have not been left 

alone; not been left in the dark; not been left unspoken to. If we receive this Word 

we are on the inside of the greatest questions ever asked by men and women 

through the ages: does God exist? what is he like? what does he think? what does 

he feel? what does he think of us? No-one has ever seen God, but in the Word we 

see, hear and can begin to understand and know. The Word moves towards us; 

the Word addresses us; the Word is sent to us. The very title “Word” speaks of 

God’s stooping to communicate. It is often noted that the Greek word logos 

appears to have been chosen for its resonance amongst both Jews and Greeks; its 

resonance with Greek philosophical concepts provides a contextualisation—an 

incarnation of sorts—of the Gospel message that spills out beyond the more 

obvious Jewish roots of the title in God’s revelation to his people Israel.  The 

word, “Word” takes us to the fact of revelation as a function of the Christmas 

story. It signals a climactic revelation—for of course long ago, at many times and in 

many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets but in these last days he has 

spoken to us by his Son.   

We thank God for the Word, for his words.   
 

The War on Words: But we also acknowledge that we live in a world where 

words are under attack. They are under attack in the linguistic and humanities 

departments of our universities, where extreme doubt is raised about the 

possibility of meaning and communication. In those faculties, words have little or 

no meaning—our words simply refer to one another in ever-changing and ever-

playful patterns of meaning. There is no final meaning—just endlessly protracted 

discussions about what a text might mean; or why it doesn’t say what we think it 

says. Some, like Humpty Dumpty in Alice in Wonderland, imagine themselves to be 

the masters of meaning—they can make a word whatever they want it to mean.  
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November 24th    2019 
 

WELCOME! 
 

Our regular services are: 

8 am at St. Paul’s  

Classic Anglican service 
 

10 am at St. Paul’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 
 

12:30pm at New St Thomas’ 

Wallerawang (All age, All in) 
 

3 pm at St. Stephen’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 

  

Ministry Contacts 
 

 

Senior Minister 
Mark Smith    0430 393 414 

mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not available Thursdays 

  
Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418610655 

john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Wednesdays 

 
Wardens 

Robert  Hookham  0403506693 
John Stevens           6355 1337 

Eric Young           0429664436 
  

Office Administration 
Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 

office@lpachurch.org.au 
Tuesday & Thursday 10 - 2 
 

for Children and youth 

 Youth Group for yrs 6- 12                

                        During School 

Term    Fridays                          

7:00 –   9 pm 

……………. 

 

K – yr 6  

During School Term  

             Fridays 5pm – 6:30 

pm  
 

 

 

 

Growth groups 

Small groups for adults to 

grow in Christ. 

details on back of bulletin or 

phone office. 

Knowing Jesus • Serving Jesus • Proclaiming Jesus 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2010.42
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2055.11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.1-18


We live in a world of spin and manipulation of and by words. Words are powerful, the theory goes, but power is by 

definition evil and manipulative. We are best not to trust the words spoken around us or the words spoken to us.  

What are words for when no one listens any more?  
 

The World of Words.  Ironically this happens in a world that is full of words. They are everywhere around us: in 

books, magazines, on walls, television, internet and in our incessant chat on the phone, mobile and otherwise. Never 

has so much been said by so many. We screen out as much of the white-noise as possible; but there are too many 

words, and, most of the time, they say very little. There was a study of some hundreds of thousands of phone 

conversations in the USA, hundreds and hundreds of hours of conversation, and the analysis revealed that most of 

these conversations consisted of a vocabulary of only about 400 or so words. Never has so much been said to so 

many with so little effect. In the midst of this, we give thanks at Christmas that God has spoken—has spoken clearly; 

that he has spoken meaningfully; that he has chosen graciously to reveal himself, and has done so “in the flesh.”  

 

In Him, Mark Smith 

 

  

 
 

ot    Psalm 96:1 – 10   (page 483)  

nt   1 Corinthians 12   (page 931) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

Word of encouragement:  

 

A New Bishop for the West! 

The Archbishop of Sydney, Dr Glenn Davies, has 
announced he has appointed the Rev Gary Koo to 

be the next Bishop of Western Sydney. 
 

Currently the Senior Minister at St Paul’s, 
Carlingford & North Rocks, Bishop-designate Koo 

has extensive experience in multi-congregational 
churches and in Chinese ministry in the west of 

Sydney. 
 
The son of Malaysian migrants, Mr Koo was raised 

an atheist until he decided to follow Jesus while 
studying medicine at the University of New South 

Wales. 
After graduating from Moore Theological College, 

he served as a pastor and church planter for the 
Chinese Christian Church Sydney before being 

appointed to St Paul’s Carlingford & North Rocks, 
where he has been Rector for seven years.     

 
“I am delighted that Gary has accepted my offer to 

become the third Bishop of the Western Region,” 
Archbishop Davies said. “Gary is an able minister of 

the word of God with a pastoral heart for people 
and a desire to see the gospel proclaimed clearly in 

the Western Sydney region. He has honed his skills 
at Carlingford over many years but has a broad 

interest in diocesan matters being a member of the 
Moore College Council and a former member of the 
board of Anglicare. Gary has a strong interest in 

seeing young men and women trained for gospel 
ministry and has been involved in training young 

people to use their gifts to expand the kingdom of 
God. I believe he will be an asset to the episcopal 

team, and I look forward to working with him.” Dr 
Davies said. 

The Bishop-designate follows the present Bishop, 
Ivan Lee, who has moved into a new episcopal role 

to strengthen church growth in the Sydney Diocese. 
“To be offered this role is a great honour and 

privilege. I pray under God I’ll be able to make a real 
difference for the gospel. I’ve learnt so much from 

my fifteen years at St Paul’s and I look forward to 
being able to share some of the things God has 

taught me and to be a support and encouragement 
to our brothers and sisters in the West.” 
 

The Rev Gary Koo is married to Pearl and they have 
two children Tomas (16) and Annabel (14). 

 
The new bishop will be consecrated at a service in 

Western Sydney’s Regional Cathedral, St John’s, 
Parramatta on December 20.  
 

 
 

 
 

  

 

Direct Giving details 
Account Name -    ANGLICAN PARISH of     

 LITHGOW DIRECT  
GIVING   

BSB -                 062591 
Account No. -  10085204 

 

Prayer points  
 

Nov 24th: Stir up, Lord, the wills of your faithful people, that they 

may produce abundantly  the fruit of good works, and receive 
your abundant reward; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen 

 

Nov 25th  Pray shaped by Jesus’ words:  John 14v1-7  ‘Do not 
let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me.  In my 

Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. 
I am going there to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a 

place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you 
also may be where I am.  You know the way to the place where I am 

going […] I am the way and the truth and the life. No-one comes to 
the Father except through me.  If you really knew me, you would know 

my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him." 

 

Nov 26th  Pray shaped by Jesus’ words:  John 10v11,14-16, 

27-30  I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life 
for the sheep. […]  I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my 
own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and 

I lay down my life for the sheep. And I have other sheep that are not of 
this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So 

there will be one flock, one shepherd.[…] My sheep hear my voice, and 
I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will 

never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, 
who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to 

snatch them out of the Father's hand. I and the Father are one." 

 

Nov 27th  Pray shaped by Jesus’ words:  John 13v34-35 "A 

new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you 
must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my 

disciples, if you love one another." 

 

Nov 28th  Pray shaped by Jesus’ words:  Luke 10v27 "`Love 

the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your strength and with all your mind'; and,`Love your neighbour as 

yourself.'" 

 

Nov 29th  Pray shaped by Jesus’ words:  John 6v35 "I am the 
bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who 

believes in me will never be thirsty.’ 
 

Nov 30th  Pray shaped by Jesus’ words:  Matthew 5v13-16 

‘You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its 
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be 

thrown out and trampled under people's feet. "You are the light of the 
world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp 

and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they 

may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in 
heaven.’ 
 

December 1st  Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast 
away the works of darkness and put on the armour of light, now 

in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came 
among us in great humility; that on the last day, when he comes 
again in His glorious majesty to judge the living and the dead, we 

may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

News to share or point for prayer? 

If you would like the church family to hear of recent news, or 

request prayer for yourself, please contact the office by phone or 

email.  Due to privacy laws we can only publish names with 

permission of those people.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notices 
 

Arch Bishop’s Appeal 

special appeal by the Archbishop of Sydney’s Anglican Aid to raise tax-

deductible funds for those affected.  Funds raised from this appeal will 

help those who miss out on NSW government emergency assistance. 

https://www.anglicanaid.org.au/nsw-bushfire-appeal or please 

telephone (02) 9284 1406.  Our donations are a tangible symbol of 

God’s grace to us all.  Donations for this appeal are tax deductible.  

All funds donated to the Archbishop of Sydney’s Anglican Aid appeal 

will go to Anglican churches in the affected areas, so that specific 

distributions can be made to those most affected within their 

communities. 
 

Update on church roof repairs 

Roof Repairs are ongoing  8am and 10am church services in the 

Church Hall.  Please note that there will be no unauthorized access 

during this time.  If you require further information or clarification 

contact the office. 
 

A.F.E.S. TEAM 

In December we will be joined by a team of about 10 Uni students led 

by Sarah Kan.  They will join us in the work of making Jesus known 

locally.  Accommodation is required for them from the evening of 

Wednesday 4th to Monday 9th December.  Over those days, there are 

opportunities to go door knocking & Christmas inviting, host team 

members for lunch and join them carolling at Nursing Homes`. If you 

are able to assist please contact mark or the office. 
 

Next Fresh Food Day 

December 15th  
 

Christmas 2019 

Celebrate in Song at Carols for all ages  

Friday 6th December  

6:30pm at St Paul’s Anglican, Lithgow  

A service of classic carols and the timeless Christmas Story  

Followed by family fun with face-painting, balloons,  

a bouncy castle, activities & food.  
 

Christmas Eve BBQ Carols 

Tuesday 24th December 

• 6pm at St Stephen’s Anglican, Portland 

All are welcome for a relaxed outdoor service of  

classic carols & readings 
 

Christmas Day  

Wednesday 25th December  

• 8am at St Paul’s Anglican, Lithgow  

Celebrate Christmas Day with carols, Bible readings  

in a classic Anglican style.  

10am at St Paul’s Anglican Church, Lithgow  

All are welcome for classic carols, Bible readings and Kids spot 

 

Summer @ Portland 

From December 29th – January 26th Portland will be having BBQ 

church from 5:30 pm  

 

 

 

 
 

   Lithgow and Portland Anglican Church  

  

Roster reminders  
 

December 1st    2019  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible readings  

ot Deuteronomy 10:12 – 20  

nt  1 Corinthians 12:31 – 13:13   
 

Thank you for serving.  If you are unable to fulfil your rostered 

duty please organise a swap and let the service leader and 

the office know 
 

 

 

Growth Groups  
 

Mon pm Senior teens Lithgow 

Tues am mixed    Lithgow 

        pm mixed    Lithgow 

Wed pm Women’s  Lithgow 

         pm Men’s       Lithgow 

         pm Mixed   Wallerawang 

Thu  am Women’s  Lithgow 

         pm mixed   Lithgow 

         pm mixed    Wallerawang 

         pm mixed   Portland 

Fri   am women’s   Lithgow 

        pm Mixed    Lithgow 
 

 

 

Please return Bibles to the back of church at the end of the service. Thank you! 

https://www.anglicanaid.org.au/nsw-bushfire-appeal

