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Dear friends, 
 

Welcome to church!    There’s never a bad time to proclaim Jesus.  It’s why Paul asks the 

Ephesians to pray for him that whenever he opens his mouth, words might be given so he’d 

fearlessly make the gospel known (Ephesians 6v19).  He asks for that prayer support from chains 

– locked up for making Christ known.  Even then, Paul doesn’t think it’s a bad time to proclaim 

Jesus. 
 

While there’s never a bad time to proclaim Jesus, there are some obvious & easy times too.   

Approaching the end of year is the most obvious occasion, as our nation recognises Christmas.  

While not every one of our neighbours & friends celebrates Jesus’ birth, theirs is a natural 

opportunity to speak of Him as we share with them our plans & what we do to celebrate.   

 

This December, we have the added bonus of an AFES team coming from Queensland to partner 

us in this proclamation.  AFES stands for Australian Fellowship of Evangelical Students.  Since 

starting at Sydney Uni in the 1930’s, it’s spread to be a nation-wide network of Christian groups 

in Australian Universities.  These groups are cross-denominational & each Uni has its distinctive 

flavour, but they hold to these truths:  

- The divine inspiration and infallibility of Holy Scripture as originally given and its supreme authority 

in all matters of faith and conduct. 

- The unity of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit in the Godhead. 

- The universal sinfulness and guilt of humanity since the fall, rendering men and women subject to 

God's wrath and condemnation. 

- The conception of Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit and his birth by the virgin Mary. 

- Redemption from the guilt, penalty and power of sin only through the sacrificial death, as our 

representative and substitute, of Jesus Christ, the incarnate Son of God. 

- The bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 

- The necessity of the work of the Holy Spirit to make the death of Christ effective in the individual 

sinner, granting him or her repentance towards God, and faith in Jesus Christ. 

- The indwelling and work of the Holy Spirit in the believer. 

- The expectation of the personal return of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Truths like these define partnership.  It’s why we can work so easily with the team – no matter 

the church background they come from.  This team of 11 are joining us from Queensland 

because of our partnership with our link missionary, Sarah Kanagaratnam.   Normally our 

partnership with her is long-distance, financial & prayerful.   This is our chance to work side in 

proclaiming Jesus.  Across the 4-8th December, you can actively partner by hosting a team 

member (housing some, or simply a lunch for the team); join in carolling at Nursing homes; 

coming to a Saturday prayer meeting; or pairing with a team member to invite others to our 

Carols & church at Christmas. 
 

There are lots of reasons to make the most of this opportunity (& the additional sheet is your 

chance to sign up).  Here are three: 

 

First, Invest in the next generation.  The students coming are believers in Christ – but 

young believers.  Many of us have followed Jesus a lot longer, & it’s our responsibility to invest in 

them & ensure the gospel grows in the next generation.   

 

Second, To be encouraged by enthusiasts.  The energy of younger believers can be great 

refreshment for us in our ongoing mission.  Time spent with them will re-energise you for the 

Lord’s work here. 

 

Third, Make Jesus known. This area is not the AFES team’s section of the Lord’s Harvest.  

It’s ours.  We are the workers God has raised to bring the plentiful harvest in Portland, 

Wallerawang & Lithgow.   

 

In Him, Mark Smith 

 

 

 

November 17th   2019 
 

WELCOME! 
 

Our regular services are: 

8 am at St. Paul’s  

Classic Anglican service 
 

10 am at St. Paul’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 
 

12:30pm at New St Thomas’ 

Wallerawang (All age, All in) 
 

3 pm at St. Stephen’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 

  

Ministry Contacts 
 

 

Senior Minister 
Mark Smith    0430 393 414 

mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not available Thursdays 

  
Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418610655 

john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Wednesdays 

 
Wardens 

Robert  Hookham  0403506693 
John Stevens           6355 1337 

Eric Young           0429664436 
  

Office Administration 
Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 

office@lpachurch.org.au 
On Leave till Nov 19th  
 

for Children and youth 

 Youth Group for yrs 6- 12                

                        During School 

Term    Fridays                          

7:00 –   9 pm 

……………. 

 

K – yr 6  

During School Term  

             Fridays 5pm – 6:30 

pm  
 

 

 

 

Growth groups 

Small groups for adults to 

grow in Christ. 

details on back of bulletin or 

phone office. 

Knowing Jesus • Serving Jesus • Proclaiming Jesus 

 



Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 

  

1. HEAD: What did you learn? 

   

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 

 

  

 
 

ot    Deuteronomy 16:1 – 12  (Page 153 ) 

nt   1 Corinthians 11:17 – 33   (page 930 )  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

Word of encouragement:  

 

 

Most of you would be aware now that I have had 

to step down from my role as community pastor 

for health reasons. This was a hard decision to 

make as I loved what I did. The role was an amazing 

privilege. I represented our church family while my 

team and myself built relationships with those in 

the community while sharing the gospel of Jesus 

with them. I would like to thank you for all the 

support and prayer you have given to this ministry, 

my family and myself during the time I was in the 

role. Also thank you for your prays and support 

now as I aim to recover through much resting. 

I would like to particularly say thank you for all 

those that went out with me door knocking. I was 

greatly blessed by you all. To have two people at 

the door wanting to share about Jesus I think had a 

great impact on those who we shared with. During 

my time as the community pastor my goals were 

for God’s glory to be known more in our area, for 

lives to be saved in our area for their sake and for 

the glory of God. God has been at work during this 

time and I believe by his grace through your 

prayers his kingdom has grown.  

During the last week I have had at least one day 

where I felt quiet well and other days where there 

seems to be more time feeling better then normal. 

I’m hoping this is a sign of the recovery to come. 

During this time, I have been greatly blessed 

spending more time with the Lord and also 

listening to Godly men teach from the word. A 

phrase from John Piper has been a wonderful 

encouragement and source of thought for me. He 

says, “God is most glorified in us when we are 

most satisfied in Him.”  I desire God glorified in 
Lithgow, Wallerawang and Portland  and I desire 

him to be Glorified in us as we are most satisfied in 

him. “You make known to me the path of life; in 

your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right 

hand are pleasures forevermore.” (Psalm 16:11). 

Grace has been poured out on us; we are blessed 

beyond comprehension through Jesus. Let’s keep 

pushing ourselves to share of this grace, joy, 

satisfaction and blessing that Christ has freely given 

to us.  

Terry Smith 
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Prayer points  

 

Prayer for Sunday 17th: Father in heaven, keep your 

household the church steadfast in faith and love, that 

through your protection it may be free from all adversities, 

and may devoutly serve you in good works to the glory of 

your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen 

Given the fire & drought situation, our Archbishop 

Glenn Davies has written this prayer.  Between 

Sundays, pray through it each day: 

 

A prayer for Our Country, in drought and fire. 

 

Our heavenly Father, creator of all things and 

especially the creator of this land and its original 

peoples, we call out to you in these desperate 

times as we see the first catastrophic fire warnings 

for New South Wales, as fires have already swept 

across several parts of our land. 

Our hearts cry out to you in desperation for those 

whose properties are affected by ravaging fires and 
whose very lives are in danger. 

Father we pray, in your mercy, restrain the forces 

of nature from creating catastrophic damage; in 

your mercy protect human life. 

Guard those who selflessly step into the breech to 

fight these fires. Guide police and authorities who 

help evacuate and shelter those who are displaced.  

Bring comfort and healing to all who suffer loss. 

Remembering that long ago you extended your 

hand through your servant Moses to stop the 

waters and then to return the waters to their 

normal course, so we pray for rain.  

In your mercy, we pray for drenching rain.  

We pray that despite the forecasts, in your 

miraculous power you would bring forth rain to 

quench these fires and to bring life back into the 

earth, so that crops may grow and farmers may 

bring forth the harvest of the land again. 

We bring these requests before your throne, in 

the name of your Son, who died and rose again for 

our deliverance, Amen. 

 

Prayer for Sunday 24th: Stir up, Lord, the wills of 

your faithful people, that they may produce 

abundantly  the fruit of good works, and receive your 

abundant reward; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

Amen 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

News to share or point for prayer? 

If you would like the church family to hear of recent news, or 

request prayer for yourself, please contact the office by phone or 

email.  Due to privacy laws we can only publish names with 

permission of those people.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notices 
 

Arch Bishop’s Appeal 

As you know New South Wales and Southern Queensland is in a state 

of announcing the first instance of a catastrophic level of bushfire 

danger in NSW.  These terrifying bushfires are set to intensify in the 

coming days.  Our first recourse should be to pray, I have announced a 

special appeal by the Archbishop of Sydney’s Anglican Aid to raise tax-

deductible funds for those affected.  Funds raised from this appeal will 

help those who miss out on NSW government emergency assistance. I 

encourage you to circulate the details of the appeal and encourage 

your congregation to support it 

https://www.anglicanaid.org.au/nsw-bushfire-appeal or please 

telephone (02) 9284 1406.  Our donations are a tangible symbol of 

God’s grace to us all.  Donations for this appeal are tax deductible.  

All funds donated to the Archbishop of Sydney’s Anglican Aid appeal 

will go to Anglican churches in the affected areas, so that specific 

distributions can be made to those most affected within their 

communities. 
 

Update on church roof repairs 

Due to the repairs that need to be done scaffolding will be erected in 

the whole of the church & seats removed we will be unable to access 

the Lithgow Church Building from November 11th – December 2nd, this 

means that 8am and 10am church services for November 17th, 24th and 

December 1st will take place in the Church Hall.  Please note that 

there will be no unauthorized access during this time.  If you require 

further information or clarification contact the office. 
 

A.F.E.S. TEAM 

In December we will be joined by a team of about 10 Uni students led 

by Sarah Kan.  They will join us in the work of making Jesus known 

locally.  Accommodation is required for them from the evening of 

Wednesday 4th to Monday 9th December.  Over those days, there are 

opportunities to go door knocking & Christmas inviting, host team 

members for lunch and join them carolling at Nursing Homes`. If you 

are able to assist please contact mark or the office. 
 

Christmas 2019 

Celebrate in Song at Carols for all ages  

A service of classic carols and the timeless Christmas Story  

Followed by family fun with face-painting, balloons,  

a bouncy castle, activities & food.  

Friday 6th December  

6:30pm at St Paul’s Anglican, Lithgow  
 

Christmas Eve BBQ Carols 

Tuesday 24th December 

• 6pm at St Stephen’s Anglican, Portland 

All are welcome for a relaxed outdoor service of  

classic carols & readings 
 

Christmas Day  

Wednesday 25th December  

• 8am at St Paul’s Anglican, Lithgow  

Celebrate Christmas Day with carols, Bible readings  

in a classic Anglican style.  

10am at St Paul’s Anglican Church, Lithgow  

All are welcome for classic carols, Bible readings and Kids spot 

 

 
 

   Lithgow and Portland Anglican Church  

  

Roster reminders  
 

November 24th   2019  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible readings  

ot Psalm 96:1-10 

nt  1 Corinthians 12   
 

Thank you for serving.  If you are unable to fulfil your rostered 

duty please organise a swap and let the service leader and 

the office know 
 

 

 

Growth Groups  
 

Mon pm Senior teens Lithgow 

Tues am mixed    Lithgow 

        pm mixed    Lithgow 

Wed pm Women’s  Lithgow 

         pm Men’s       Lithgow 

         pm Mixed   Wallerawang 

Thu  am Women’s  Lithgow 

         pm mixed   Lithgow 

         pm mixed    Wallerawang 

         pm mixed   Portland 

Fri   am women’s   Lithgow 

        pm Mixed    Lithgow 
 

 

 

Please return Bibles to the back of church at the end of the service. Thank you! 

https://www.anglicanaid.org.au/nsw-bushfire-appeal

