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Dear friends, 
 

Welcome to church!  21st Century Christianity in Australia is unusual in the history of 
belief.  It’s unusual for how little suffering & persecution the name of Jesus brings us.  
For many of our sisters & brothers in Christ, they share in obvious ways the hatred 

Jesus predicted they would – because the world first hated him.  Not that persecution 
slows God’s kingdom.  In fact, the pattern in the early church is that persecution was 
the Kingdom’s accelerant:  ‘On that day a great persecution broke out against the 
church at Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and 
Samaria.  Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply for him.  But Saul began to 
destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off men and women and 
put them in prison.  Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they 
went’. (Acts 8v1-4).  That pattern is repeated in Acts 11 & 13: opposition scattered the 
church to destroy it, but God uses it to sow the gospel seed more broadly.   

 
On May 26th, we have the privilege of hearing more of God’s ongoing work through 
the persecuted church.  St Paul’s will host an evening, 7-9pm, with Dean Keaney.  It’s 

open to all & free.  To get a taste of how God has used Dean, this is a little of his story:  
 

When an Open Doors cassette tape called for someone to begin a base in 
Australia, Dean and Becky Keaney never thought it would be them.  “We didn’t 
think it was us, didn’t think we were qualified,” Dean said. “[We thought] 
‘Who’s going to do that?’” It soon became clear that God had bigger plans for 
Dean’s life than he had himself. Despite his own misgivings, Dean applied for, 
and accepted the job to start Open Doors in Sydney, Australia. “It’s God’s call, 
how do you say, ‘No’? Do you dare to say ‘No,’ even though you don’t feel 
qualified? God was preparing our heart for something, we didn’t know what.”  
 
In 1978, when Dean and Becky moved to Sydney and founded Open Doors 
Australia, China was a top priority for the team. “China was the number one 
priority for Open Doors worldwide,” Dean said. “The biggest nation on Earth, 
atheist, Communist, all the missionaries tossed out… And so, our job here was 
to get the church of Australia awakened, not just sending but taking it 
themselves. The question was, ‘How do you get Bibles into China?’” 
 
Dean and a team of would-be Bible smugglers went to China and wandered the 
streets of Canton. They had no real plans and were willing to be led by the 
Lord. They would try to make eye contact with locals. If anyone smiled at 
them, they decided that was a sign they were their contact.  Dean remembers, 
“We would walk the streets of Canton, we walked for 4 hours that first night, 
thinking that if we saw a Chinese [person] that smiled then that was our 
contact. So, as we saw another guy smiling, we’d chase him.”  Eventually, Dean 
was part of the team that pulled off operation Project Pearl, where they 
successfully delivered one million Bibles into China, over a single night.  In his 
time with the ministry, Dean has been caught by border guards in an attempt to 
smuggle Bibles into countries where it is illegal to own one. He’s been trapped 
by secret police, below deck on a boat with his 12-year-old-daughter. And he 
has spent 40 years challenging and inspiring the Australian church to stand with 
people who suffer daily for their faith in Jesus, and yet live and encourage a 
bolder faith for us all. 
 

Cont’d inside 

 

 

 

 

May 5th   2019 
 

WELCOME! 
 

Our regular services are: 

8 am at St. Paul’s  

Classic Anglican service 
 

10 am at St. Paul’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 
 

12:30pm at New St Thomas’ 

Wallerawang (All age, All in) 
 

3 pm at St. Stephen’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 

  

Ministry Contacts 
 

 

Senior Minister 
Mark Smith    0430 393 414 

mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not available Thursdays 

  
Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418610655 

john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not available Wednesdays 

 
Community Pastor 

Terry Smith  0449233862 
terry.smith@lpachurch.org.au 

Not available Tuesday & Friday  
 

Wardens 
Robert  Hookham  0403506693 

John Stevens           6355 1337 
Eric Young           0429664436 

  
Office Administration 

Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 
office@lpachurch.org.au 
Tuesday  & Friday 9 – 2  
 

for Children and youth 

 Youth Group for yrs 6- 12                

                        During School 

Term    Fridays                          

7:00 –   9 pm 

……………. 

 

 

K – yr 6  

During School Term  

     Fridays 5pm – 6:30 pm  
 

 

Growth groups 

Small groups for adults to 

grow in Christ. 

details on back of bulletin or 

phone office. 

Knowing Jesus • Serving Jesus • Proclaiming Jesus 

 

mailto:terry.smith@lpachurch.org.au


  

 

  

Dean’s story speaks of the faithfulness of God, who calls us to obedience whether we feel qualified or not. He 
has spent his life witnessing the power of God, who works through profoundly human hands to achieve 
unthinkable things.  “Step out in faith because God wants to do something through you that you don’t even have 
a clue about,” says Dean. “Step out and even though the road may not be the easiest because there’s trials and 
testing, yet He will see you through. Don’t miss out on God’s best.  He who calls you is faithful. God is in this 
ministry and has been since day one. It’s not anybody involved in it, it is God’s ministry. He started it, He’s doing 
it, He’s going to finish it. It’s all Him, it’s all about Him.” 

 
In Him,  Mark Smith 
 

 

readings 
 
 

ot   Genesis 22:9 – 19   (page 15)  

nt   Matthew 28   (page 706) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

Word of encouragement:  

 

Update from the finance team 
With the AGM for our church over and all documentation sent to the Diocese, 
its business as usual for the Treasurer  

However, with the start-up of our new church at Wallerawang, there are a few 

extra decisions to be made;  e.g. how to go about purchasing the food used at the 

luncheon, the process of counting the offertory and, banking the money the day 
after the service. This should soon fall into a working rhythm as our worship at 

Wallerawang church becomes regular. 
 

Parish Cost Recoveries (PCR) 
This month, our focus for the finance update is a brief outline of the PCRs – an 

expense for our parish that is mentioned at the AGM every year.   

The Synod pays various costs on behalf of parishes in the Diocese. These costs 

are then recovered from parishes through the Parish Cost Recoveries (PCR) 
charge. 

The costs paid and recovered through PCR are:  

1. Ministry Costs (per clergy person licensed to the parish, which is Mark 

in our parish) – including superannuation, long service leave and sickness 
and accident contributions 

2. Parochial Network Costs – including Parish property and liability 

insurance, the Parish risk management program, Professional Standards 

Unit and, the Safe ministry training program. 
3. Church Land Acquisition Levy – to assist establishing new churches in 

growth areas 

Apart from ministry costs, these costs are calculated as a percentage of our 

parish’s Net Operating Receipts, which do change from year to year.  In 2019 our 
PCRs are $36,250, which is paid monthly over 10 months.  

 

Update on giving for the first quarter 

As you can see from the below graph, offertory for Jan-Mar is down on budget 
and also lower than for the same period last year. (When you read the graph, 

remember it begins at $15000 to make it easier to see the difference in figures) 
 

 
 

This is a little concerning for the general running of our church, especially when 

you consider we have made an extra commitment to church plant this year.  

Our motto at The Anglican Parish of Lithgow is Knowing Jesus, Serving Jesus, 
Proclaiming Jesus and we are committed to this for Lithgow, Portland and 

Wallerawang, and in fact the world. 

There is a cost in seeing this through – a cost in time, energy and finances. As an 

encouragement here, a prayer of praise from David has a beautiful verse that is a 
reminder of God’s glory and provision to us: 
 

‘Yours, Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and 

the splendour, for everything in heaven and earth is yours.’ 1Ch29:10-13 

 

Everything that we have, that we are, that we can do is from the Lord. Is it time 
to prayerfully reassess our giving to the Lord’s work?  
 

Billinda (Treasurer) 
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News to share or point for prayer? 
If you would like the church family to hear of recent news, or request prayer for yourself, please 

contact the office by phone or email.  Due to privacy laws we can only publish names with permission 

of those people.  

Prayer points  

 

May 5th  Almighty Father, you have given 
your only Son Jesus Christ to die for our 
sins and rise again for our justification: 
grant that we may put away the old leaven 
of corruption and wickedness, and always 
serve you in sincerity and truth; through 
the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen 

 

May 6th  Praise Christ for serving us at 
great cost.  Pray that God might grow in 
you the same attitude of humility in 
serving Him & others. 
 

May 7th  Give thanks for all willing to 
stand for election & represent us.  Pray 
for our nation’s & unity as we head to 
another vote.  Ask God to place over us 
leadership that will see His kingdom 
flourish & His will done on earth. 
 

May 8th  Reflect on these words from 
Psalm 146v7 ‘He upholds the cause of the 
oppressed and gives food to the hungry. 
The LORD sets prisoners free’.  Let it 
shape your prayer for the work of 
Anglicare, & especially our Mission 
Partner Mark Muss (Anglicare chaplain to 
Lithgow Correctional Centre). 
 

May 9th  Give thanks for God’s great 
works – both creation & salvation.  Pray 
that we might all work like Him – to bless 
others & build loving communities.  Pray 
for those whose work is unfulfilling, 
dangerous or stressful.  Remember those 
underemployed seeking work. 
 

May 10th  Praise Christ for calling us not 
just servants, but friends (John 15v14-15).  
Reflecting on Jesus’ concern for his 
mother, even while on the cross, give 
thanks for the blessings of home-life & 
friendship.  Pray that you might be a 
blessing to all your family & friends.   

 

May 11th  Pray that you might grow our 
church family in knowing Jesus more 
deeply, serving Jesus more passionately & 
proclaiming Jesus more boldly. 
 

May 12th  Almighty God, you have given 
your only Son to be for us both a sacrifice 
for sin and also an example of godly life; 
give us grace that we may always 
thankfully receive the immeasurable 
benefit of his sacrifice, and also daily 
endeavour to follow in the blessed steps 
of his most holy life; who now lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for evermore. Amen 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 Notices 

 

Fresh Food Day Next Sunday 12th May 
‘A help up, not a handout’.  Assistance welcome in receiving 
goods on Friday & serving clients on Sunday. For us all, it’s a 

chance to welcome others in conversation over a cuppa.  Our 
next is also Mothers’ Day, when we might really benefit from 

extra hands.  Contact Peta O’Meley for details of serving.  

 
Support for Tracy, Mick and Rene Staines  

Tracy, Mick and Rene serve in the Arise  Orphanage in the 

Philippines and are grateful for the generous support given in the 
past.  A box of goods to provide practical support is being 

organised to send in May. If you’d like a list of items needed 

contact Peter Avery Collection day for donations is today. 
Please give items (and perhaps a small donation to cover freight) 

to Peter Avery or Julie Roberts. 

 
Christianity Explored 

What’s the best news you’ve ever heard? 
7 sessions in Mark’s gospel that simply explains the heart of the 

gospel.  A great refresher for you & good to invite friends to.  
Running 7:30-9pm, Tuesday nights from 14th May.  Contact 

Terry Smith for details.  

 
Women’s Event: Between a Rock and a Hard Place 

MU (Mother’s Union) are running an event for all women, 

Wednesday 15th May, 10am-1pm at Wentworth Falls Anglican.   
Covering the topics of Resilience and Cyber Challenges, as well 

as a bible talk from Luke 6:2-26.  No charge, but bookings 

essential (www.musydney.org.au or 8030 8970) 
 

Women’s Fellowship 

Lunch and talk at midday, Thursday, 16th May at St Paul’s Hall 
Contact Doreen Hart for details 

 

Forbidden Obedience - Open Doors Australia 
Smuggling Faith to the millions 
7-9pm Sunday 26th May 2019 

St Paul’s Lithgow 
From China to Iraq, North Korea to Egypt, hear stories of 

radical obedience from a man who dared to serve the 

persecuted church.  Join us for a night of prayer and praise as 
we explore the realities of living a bold faith in the face of 

suffering.  Free event tickets available through 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/open-doors-presents-
forbidden-obedience-lithgow-tickets 

 

Orange Women’s Conference 
One day – let hope take hold 
Ezekiel talks by Annabel Nixey 

May 25th 2019, 9:30am-3:30pm 
$55 register at www.onedaycwc.org.au 

 

Lifts required 
Some local members of 10am congregation are having difficulty 
getting to & from church.  If you are able to assist in picking up 

& dropping home, please let the office know.  

      
 

 

 

Direct Giving details 
Account Name -    ANGLICAN PARISH Of     

 LITHGOW  DIRECT 
GIVING   

BSB -                 062591 
Account No. -  10085204 

 

  

Roster reminders  
 

May 12th 2019  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible readings  

ot Isaiah 62:11-12 

nt  1 Peter 2:1 - 12 
 

Thank you for serving.  If you are unable to fulfil your 

rostered duty please organise a swap and let the 

service leader and the office know 
 

 
 

 

 

Please return Bibles to the back of church at the end of the service. Thank you! 


