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Dear friends, 

 

Welcome to church!  Last week’s newsletter spoke to the Israel Folau controversy.  One of the 

things Folau has done, is challenge Christians to think about how we’ll engage our society with 
the gospel.  Before you read on, pause & think how you would go about raising unpopular truths 

with your friends (this works best if you’ve got a real friend in mind)… Now read Simon Smart’s 

approach published in the SMH (Simon is director fo the Centre for Public Christianity): 

 
‘If I’d had that opportunity, I would have urged [Folau] to adopt an entirely different posture 
towards the culture he is hoping to influence. In the current climate of distrust, polarisation 
and simplistic sloganeering, I’d want to convince him of the need for thoughtfulness and 
sensitivity to how his words will be heard. And what the potential damage of those words 
might be. For what it’s worth, I would have stressed that good communication matters, that 
social media is perhaps the worst possible place to try to explain complex religious concepts 
and that Bible verses ripped out of context and lists of “sinners” bound for hell, without any 
sense of the broader story, distorts the core message of the text and its offer of abundant 
life for every person who would accept it. 
 
But sadly, that opportunity has passed, and it looks as though Folau’s rugby career will be 
over. I feel sorry for him. He’s the subject of a mob justice that has determined that not only 
is the content of his post hateful but so too is his motivation. I’m sure that’s not the case. 
The comedian, magician and outspoken atheist Penn Jillette once famously said that he 
doesn’t respect religious people who don’t proselytise. “How much do you have to hate 
somebody to believe everlasting life is possible and not tell them that?” he said. According to 
Jillette, something being “socially awkward” is not a good reason to keep quiet when the 
stakes are as high as divine judgment. 
 

Whatever you think of Folau’s theology, or method of communication, it seems odd to me 
that people don’t recognise what is moving him to act, especially given the comprehensive 
list of those deemed at risk of perdition. Folau is, after all, a footballer and not a moral 
philosopher, or theologian or even a nuanced writer. 
 

But the whole sorry saga of Folau’s online antics does present some starkly challenging 
questions about the kind of society we want to become. Long-time gay activist Dawn Grace-
Cohen responded to the Folau story by saying that celebrating diversity also must mean 
celebrating “diversity of opinion”. While, in her view, Israel Folau's views are objectionable—
he thinks she’s a sinner, she considers him a Neanderthal—she writes, “I should be able to 
say so and keep my job. So should he”. In other words, an authoritarian atmosphere of 
silencing people who hold views that we find ludicrous, objectionable, or even hurtful, can 
become dangerous for all of us. Better to keep conversations going with those we disagree 
with, rather than shut them down and drive their views underground.  Given the repeated 
"atrocities" committed by footballers who continue to play the game after a minor sanction, 
it’s hard to escape the feeling that Folau has found himself a modern heretic to a particular 
kind of orthodoxy. 
 

Is this the kind of society we want to live in? Os Guinness, the author and social critic, writes 
about three possible options of the kind of “public square” we can choose, two of which he 
says are bad. The “sacred public square” is one where one religion is preferred over all 
others, is “established” or is even a monopoly. Such a model is unjust because those who 
don’t share the religion are second class citizens. Think Iran, Pakistan, or Myanmar. 
The “naked public square” on the other hand, in removing all religion, is equally unjust 
because it leaves no room for the faithful. Stalinist Russia or contemporary North Korea 
illustrate the problem. 
 

An alternative middle way is, according to Guinness, what he calls the “civil public square”, 
where people of all faiths and none, are free to enter into public life on the basis of their 
faith (or lack of it). 

cont’d inside 
 
 

 

 

May 26th   2019 
 

WELCOME! 
 

Our regular services are: 

8 am at St. Paul’s  

Classic Anglican service 
 

10 am at St. Paul’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 
 

12:30pm at New St Thomas’ 

Wallerawang (All age, All in) 
 

3 pm at St. Stephen’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 

  

Ministry Contacts 
 

 

Senior Minister 
Mark Smith    0430 393 414 

mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not available Thursdays 

  
Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418610655 

john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not available Wednesdays 

 
Community Pastor 

Terry Smith  0449233862 
terry.smith@lpachurch.org.au 

Not available Tuesday & Friday  
 

Wardens 
Robert  Hookham  0403506693 

John Stevens           6355 1337 
Eric Young           0429664436 

  
Office Administration 

Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 
office@lpachurch.org.au 
Tuesday  & Friday 9 – 2  
 

for Children and youth 

 Youth Group for yrs 6- 12                

                        During School 

Term    Fridays                          

7:00 –   9 pm 

……………. 

 

 

K – yr 6  

During School Term  

     Fridays 5pm – 6:30 pm  
 

 

Growth groups 

Small groups for adults to 

grow in Christ. 

details on back of bulletin or 

phone office. 

Knowing Jesus • Serving Jesus • Proclaiming Jesus 

 

mailto:terry.smith@lpachurch.org.au


  
  

The crucial qualifier in this model is that they do so within an agreed framework of what is just and fair for everybody else too. 
A good understanding of rights, responsibilities and respect are essential qualities for such a model to work. The Israel Folau 
case would test such a framework. 
 

Working out what true tolerance will look like in a liberal democracy is complex. As tens of thousands of displaced people 
around the world look at Australia as an attractive destination of freedom and opportunity, and many Australians rightly and 
admirably advocate for their acceptance, the question remains as to what kind of welcome they will receive when they get here. 
Remembering that the vast majority of new arrivals from non-Western countries will be religious, and very often conservatively 
religious. They will typically hold views, especially on issues of morality and sexual ethics, that are clearly not in sync with 
contemporary Australian culture. How will we deal with that awkwardness? True inclusiveness and diversity must make room 
for many different worldviews. And it’s all of us, not just Rugby Australia, who will have to navigate these complexities, if we are 
going to cultivate an environment that we say can be a home for all.’ 

 

Simon gives us a great model to engage our society with painful truths.  But not the only model.  Now ask God to give you a chance 

to talk to your friend this week about the truth. 
 

In Him, Mark Smith 

 

readings 
 
 

ot    Psalm 46  (page 403) 

nt   2 Corinthians 1:8-11. (page 817) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

Word of encouragement:  

 

The  Goscombes in Wickham 
 

Please give thanks with us  
for the wonderful development of the ministry in Roebourne Regional 

Prison. 

Pray for those who are really engaging with the Gospel and putting 
their trust in Jesus. Give thanks for these men & women who want to 

see deep transformation in their lives, and realise this comes from the 

Spirit applying the truth of God's Word.  

for the development of Wickham Community Projects. 
For the commencement of work by the Prison Work Camp on 

establishing the Garden Beds, Fire Pit & Yarning Circle, and other 

works. Pray for the opportunities the Projects will provide for local 

inmates when they go through Re-Entry, by being involved in the 
Projects on a regular basis. 

for the ministry development of Matt & Naomi Warth. 
Please pray for provision of support for Matt & Naomi so that financial 

pressure is not an inhibiting factor in their ministry. Pray for 
applications & conversations with CMS & BCA & Bishop Gary. 

Give thanks for the continued progress on the Restoration Project at Holy 
Trinity Anglican Church at Roebourne. 

The Project is well on target for completion later this year. Pray that 
the building will form part of a new era of ministry in Roebourne in the 

years ahead, and that regular Services will see the name of Jesus 

exalted; His praises sung; His Gospel declared; and His saving grace 

received. 
Give thanks for the Lord's blessing of His Church here in Wickham. 

Especially for those who are new to the faith, give thanks for their joy, 

and their devotion to the Lord and the path of Discipleship as they 

begin to endure trials, hardships, and persecutions.  
Give thanks too, with Tracy & I, that last weekend marked 10 years in the 
Northwest, serving the people of the Pilbara. 

It has been a privilege for us to see God's Work in so many here in 

Wickham, Roebourne, and surrounding communities over this last 
decade, for which we give great praise to the Father of our Lord who 

has lead us with great mercy. We have come to the decision that it is 

time for us to leave, and we will finish our time in August this year.   

Please pray for us that we will trust the Lord with the sadness this 
brings, and with the future of ministry here.    

Pray too, for our transition back to NSW, especially the change in 

culture. Incarnational ministry among indigenous people here has 

wrought a permanent change in us, and makes us feel even more like 
'aliens & exiles' (1Peter 2) as we serve the Lord wherever He places us.  

Pray that Long Service Leave we will be taking during May & June will 

be a time of rest & refreshment, and that we will then finish ministry 

well here as we 'handover' responsibilities. 
 

And some brief news-bites on the Gozziegang: 

·         Bowen Adam Delint was born to Sarah & Josh on 2nd February, at 

11:24pm, weighing 3.14kg (6ib 14oz). First grandchild is extremely 
handsome, clearly blessed with his Grampa’s looks. ;-) 

·         Just days before the birth, after we had returned to Perth, Tracy 

suffered a debilitating bout of Vertigo. She was hospitalised for a fortnight, 

missed the birth, and has only been well enough to travel back home to the 
Pilbara in April. It was diagnosed as Vestibular Neuritis. Though 

improvement has been slow, at least she was able to spend some great time 

getting to know Bowen and supporting Sarah. She just drove a car for the 

first time this week. Pray for her continued recovery to full health. 

  

Thank you all for your support in prayer.  With all our love, in Christ Jesus,   

Rich & Tra 

for a full copy of newsletter contact the office 

 

 

  

News to share or point for prayer? 
If you would like the church family to hear of recent news, or request prayer for yourself, 

please contact the office by phone or email.  Due to privacy laws we can only publish names 

with permission of those people.  

Prayer points  

 

May 26th Almighty God, you show to those 
who are in error the light of your truth so 

that they may return into the way of 
righteousness: grant to all who are admitted 
into the fellowship of Christ’s service that 

they may renounce those things that are 
contrary to their profession and follow all 
such things as are agreeable to it; through 

our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 
 
May 27th  Praise God as the redeemer.  The 

one who buys back those in the slavery of 
sin & the devil – setting us free to love 
(Galatians 5) 

 
May 28th  Give thanks for God’s life-giving 
Word.  Thank God for those who taught 

you the gospel & pray for those you have 
the opportunity to speak the gospel to. 
 

May 29th   Remember the sick, ageing & 
dying.  Pray for those who live in fear of 
death & its’ dark shadow.  Pray that they 

might find hope through faith in the Risen 
Jesus. 
 
May 30th   Today is Ascension Day – when 

we remember Jesus ascending to take His 
place at God’s right hand with all authority.  
Reflect & re-use the collect for ascension 

Day: Grant, we pray, almighty God, that as 
we believe your only begotten Son to have 
ascended into heaven, so we may also in 
heart and mind there ascend, and with him 
continually dwell; who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever, Amen. 
 
May 31st  Give thanks for God’s great 

provision.   Give thanks for the productivity 
& bounty of the earth.  Pray for fruitful 
harvests & for us to be wise stewards of all 

God has entrusted to us 
 
June 1st   Remember those in struggling 

relationships – or struggling with 
relationships that have completely broken.  
Pray for their healing & to find satisfaction in 

knowing Jesus. 
 
June 2nd   O God, the king of glory, you have 

exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with 
great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: 
thank you for sending your Holy Spirit to 

strengthen us, and exalt us to where our 
Saviour Christ has gone before, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for evermore.  Amen. 

 
 

 



 

 

 Notices 

 

Forbidden Obedience - Open Doors Australia 
Smuggling Faith to the millions 

7-9pm Tonight 

St Paul’s Lithgow 
From China to Iraq, North Korea to Egypt, hear stories of 

radical obedience from a man who dared to serve the 

persecuted church.  Join us for a night of prayer and praise as 
we explore the realities of living a bold faith in the face of 

suffering.   

CORRECTED LINK FOR TICKETS: 
Free event tickets available through 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/open-doors-presents-

forbidden-obedience-lithgow-tickets-60110019687 
 

Winter Appeal 

Saturday June 15th.   The whole town are invited to donate daily 
basics & long-life food.  We’ll collect goods from supermarkets 

in Lithgow, Wallerawang & Portland – then sort them on church 

property.  Through our partnership with Anglicare, we’ll help 
meet the needs of locals struggling in this time.  If you are able 
to be involved in promoting, donating or helping on the day – 

please use the sign-up sheet at the back of church, or contact 
Nick McKinney. 

 

Lifts required 
Some local members of 10am congregation are having difficulty 
getting to & from church.  If you are able to assist in picking up 

& dropping home, please let the office know.  
 

YUM (Youth Upper Mountains) 
Special event for all youth, Friday 14th June 

Speak to John Young for details.  
 

Winter Feasts 
A night for all church, their friends, family & the community. 

Good food, company & a gospel talk. 

Portland – Sunday 30th June (no 3pm service that day) 
Lithgow – Friday 26th July 

 

Sermons online 
each weeks sermons are available on the church website 

www.lpachurch.org.au (usually uploaded on Tuesdays) or 
printed transcripts are available by contacting Beth Kelly  

.  
 

 
Lithgow and Portland Anglican Church  

Direct Giving details 
Account Name -    ANGLICAN PARISH Of     

 LITHGOW  DIRECT 
GIVING   

BSB -                 062591 
Account No. -  10085204 

 

  

Roster reminders  
 

June 2nd  2019  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible readings  

ot Isaiah 29:13 - 21 

nt  1 Corinthians 1:18 – 2:5 
 

Thank you for serving.  If you are unable to fulfil your 

rostered duty please organise a swap and let the 

service leader and the office know 
 

 
 

 

 

Please return Bibles to the back of church at the end of the service. Thank you! 

http://www.lpachurch.org.au/

