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Dear friends, Welcome to church! 
 

Sometimes truth is uncomfortable.  And costly.  Sometimes truth is VERY 

uncomfortable & costly.  It’s certainly been the case for Israel Folau.   If you’ve missed 
the story, Israel Folau is hugely successful footballer (across 3 codes: Rugby League, 
Australian Rules & Rugby Union).  He’s also a firm Christian.  Folau posted a photo on 

Instagram earlier this week, with the message: "Warning. Drunks, homosexuals, 
adulterers, liars, fornicators, thieves, atheists, idolators. Hell awaits you. Repent! Only 
Jesus saves."  The media jumped on one part of this message – simplifying it to ‘Gays go 

to Hell’, leaving out the other categories & the call for all to find salvation in Christ.  
His unwillingness to back down has seen him sacked & lose huge sponsorship money.  
The cost of uncomfortable truth. 
 

We might well say it’s been ‘uncomfortably shared’ – even poorly shared.  We could 
pick up on the medium he chose to express the truth through.  While Folau has 

expressed at other points on social media his love for all people (including 
homosexuals) & his own sin (his need for a Saviour or face Hell), that hasn’t been 
heard.  We might say that social media rarely provides a good space for careful 

discussion around delicate discussion.  We might also have predicted that the leanings 
of the media & current cultural climate was always going to pick up one key word (& it 
wasn’t going to be ‘atheist’).  We could also pick up on the message itself.   What he 

posted was a paraphrase of 1 Corinthians 6v9-10: 
Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not 
be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor 
male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor thieves nor the greedy nor 
drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 

A more careful re-production of the passage has some key different points: not atheists, 

but idolaters; no mention of hell, but missing the kingdom.  Most especially, it’s not 
simply ‘homosexuals’ – but those who practise homosexual acts.   The Scriptures see a 
big difference between a celibate person with same-sex attraction – who for the 
Kingdom of God resists temptation – and those who actively pursue a lifestyle of sex 

outside God-designed marriage.   
 

We could pick up the way He’s uncomfortably shared.  But we’d be better to simply 
stand with Folau.  It’s hard, because this is uncomfortable to stand with – as those 
around us don’t want to hear it.  But it is truth.  It’s true that anyone who does not 

turn to Jesus as Saviour and Lord will go to hell.  Jesus spoke of Hell more than any 
other figure in the Bible.  Truth will always be costly.  Jesus is ‘the way, truth & life’ - & 
was sentenced to death by a leader who would rather be on the side of the vocal, 

godless majority than the side of truth.  Jesus promises those who follow Him should 
expect to share the rejection he received.  

 

As we stand with Folau, we can give thanks for the opportunities he has created.  He’s 
put Christ’s exclusive claim to be Saviour back on the agenda for a lot of our nation.  
It’s created chances for me to share the gospel – to clarify & nuance Folau’s words, at 

the same time as backing the thrust of it.  It would do us all well to consider how we 
might bring uncomfortable truths to those we love, that they might come & discover 
the Saviour. 
 

In Him,  Mark Smith 
 

PS – If you’d like a fuller treatment of this issue & the key passage, Phillip Jensen preached a 

helpful sermon at Moore College on it.  It’s a worthwhile use of 20 minutes … 

https://phillipjensen.com/sermons/israel-folau-has-caused-a-controversy-in-australia/ 
 
 

 

 

May 19th   2019 
 

WELCOME! 
 

Our regular services are: 

8 am at St. Paul’s  

Classic Anglican service 
 

10 am at St. Paul’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 
 

12:30pm at New St Thomas’ 

Wallerawang (All age, All in) 
 

3 pm at St. Stephen’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 

  

Ministry Contacts 
 

 

Senior Minister 
Mark Smith    0430 393 414 

mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Away from 20th – 24th May 

  
Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418610655 

john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not available Wednesdays 

 
Community Pastor 

Terry Smith  0449233862 
terry.smith@lpachurch.org.au 

Not available Tuesday & Friday  
 

Wardens 
Robert  Hookham  0403506693 

John Stevens           6355 1337 
Eric Young           0429664436 

  
Office Administration 

Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 
office@lpachurch.org.au 
Tuesday  & Friday 9 – 2  
 

for Children and youth 

 Youth Group for yrs 6- 12                

                        During School 

Term    Fridays                          

7:00 –   9 pm 

……………. 

 

 

K – yr 6  

During School Term  

     Fridays 5pm – 6:30 pm  
 

 

Growth groups 

Small groups for adults to 

grow in Christ. 

details on back of bulletin or 

phone office. 

Knowing Jesus • Serving Jesus • Proclaiming Jesus 

 

mailto:terry.smith@lpachurch.org.au


  
  

Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 
  

1. HEAD: What did you learn? 
   

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 

 

 

readings 
 
 

ot      Job 28:20 - 28    (page 374)  

nt   1 Corinthians 1:1 – 17 (page 806) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

Word of encouragement:  

 
 

I have much to be excited about in my role so far this 

year as Community Pastor. St Thomas Wallerawang 

opened its doors on the 24th of March and is a 

church that a number of locals are already calling 

home. I am greatly looking forward to seeing God 

continuing his work in the coming months and years 

in this new church.  

The people I door knock with have continued to be a 

blessing to me. One is currently running two 

Christianity Explored courses with women in 

Wallerawang as well as continuing to build 

relationships with others. Another is now out weekly 

revisiting those in the community we have visited, 

building on relationships and showing Christs love to 

them. 

I thought I would share an exciting story with you 

from last Wednesday. Sharyn and myself were door-

knocking in Wallerawang and met a lady I recognised 

from door-knocking almost a year ago. She had 

moved house since then and recognised me also. 

When we first met she had many big questions about 

God that she wanted answers to. Seeing her the 

second time last week she shared that those answers 

were incredibly helpful and since then has been able 

to answer many of her young boys Questions about 

God. Her boy loves SRE and learning about God 

there. This lady was keen to receive a book and a 

gospel tract from Sharyn, and is planning on coming 

to church in the 2 weeks’ time, doing a bible study 

with Sharyn and sending her boy to Thursday Kids 

Club.  

At the moment I am in the early stages of thinking 

through what it might look like to for our church to 

be trained up in one to one bible reading with non-

believers. I am incredibly excited with a course that is 

available which God has used it powerfully to save 

many.   

Please continue to pray for this work. God is at work 

in this community in so many ways. If you would like 

to be involved in any way sharing the gospel with 

those that need to hear it I would love to talk to you.   

In Christ  

Terry 

 

 
 

News to share or point for prayer? 
If you would like the church family to hear of recent news, or request prayer for yourself, 

please contact the office by phone or email.  Due to privacy laws we can only publish names 

with permission of those people.  

Prayer points  

 

May 19th  Almighty God, you alone can order the 
unruly passions of sinful men: grant to your people 
that they may love what you command and desire 
what you promise, that so, among the many and 
varied changes of the world, our hearts may surely 
there be fixed where true joys are to be found; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
May  20th  Praise God for His character of jealousy 
(Exodus 34v14).  JI Packer writes of God’s jealous 
love for us & hatred of false worship: ‘God’s 
jealousy is not a compound of frustration, envy and 
spite, as human jealousy so often is, but appears 
instead as a (literally) praiseworthy zeal to preserve 
something supremely precious.’ 
 
May 21st  Remember those who are sick & 
suffering – in body, mind or spirit.  Pray especially 
for those who are victims of abuse & violence, 
intolerance & prejudice. 
 
May 22nd Pray for our Mission Partners: Richard & 
Tracy Goscombe – serving in the West Australian 

mining town of Wickham since 2009 
 
May 23rd Prayerfully reflect on 2 Corinthians 13:5 
‘Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the 
faith; test yourselves. Do you not realise that 
Christ Jesus is in you-- unless, of course, you fail 
the test?’  Ask God to remind you of evidence faith 
& Christ’s presence within. 
 
May 24th Give thanks for the Holy Spirit’s ongoing 
work in us.  Pray for the fruit of the Spirit (love, 

joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness & self-control) to flourish in 
your life & the life of our church. 
 
May 25th  Praise God for the way he gives gifts 
through the work of ordinary people (His image 
bearers).  Thank God & pray for those who work 
in the medical & caring professions 
 
May 26th Almighty God, you show to those who 
are in error the light of your truth so that they may 
return into the way of righteousness: grant to all 
who are admitted into the fellowship of Christ’s 
service that they may renounce those things that 
are contrary to their profession and follow all such 
things as are agreeable to it; through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Amen 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 Notices 

 

Forbidden Obedience - Open Doors Australia 
Smuggling Faith to the millions 
7-9pm Sunday 26th May 2019 

St Paul’s Lithgow 
From China to Iraq, North Korea to Egypt, hear stories of 

radical obedience from a man who dared to serve the 

persecuted church.  Join us for a night of prayer and praise as 
we explore the realities of living a bold faith in the face of 

suffering.   

CORRECTED LINK FOR TICKETS: 
Free event tickets available through 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/open-doors-presents-

forbidden-obedience-lithgow-tickets-60110019687 
 

Orange Women’s Conference 

One day – let hope take hold 
Ezekiel talks by Annabel Nixey 
May 25th 2019, 9:30am-3:30pm 

$55 register at www.onedaycwc.org.au 
 

Winter Appeal 

Saturday June 15th.   The whole town are invited to donate daily 
basics & long-life food.  We’ll collect goods from supermarkets 

in Lithgow, Wallerawang & Portland – then sort them on church 

property.  Through our partnership with Anglicare, we’ll help 
meet the needs of locals struggling in this time.  If you are able 
to be involved in promoting, donating or helping on the day – 

please use the sign-up sheet at the back of church, or contact 
Nick McKinney. 

 

Lifts required 
Some local members of 10am congregation are having difficulty 
getting to & from church.  If you are able to assist in picking up 

& dropping home, please let the office know.  
 

YUM (Youth Upper Mountains) 
Special event for all youth, Friday 14th June 

Speak to John Young for details.  
 

Senior Minister out of office 
Mark is at a minister’s conference this week, pray it’s a 

productive time & bear with slow responses when  

you contact him.  
 

Winter Feasts 
A night for all church, their friends, family & the community. 

Good food, company & a gospel talk. 
Portland – Sunday 30th June (no 3pm service that day) 

Lithgow – Friday 26th July 

.  
 

 
Lithgow and Portland Anglican Church  

Direct Giving details 
Account Name -    ANGLICAN PARISH Of     

 LITHGOW  DIRECT 
GIVING   

BSB -                 062591 
Account No. -  10085204 

 

  

Roster reminders  
 

May 19th 2019  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible readings  

ot TBA  

nt   TBA 
 

Thank you for serving.  If you are unable to fulfil your 

rostered duty please organise a swap and let the 

service leader and the office know 
 

 
 

 

 

Please return Bibles to the back of church at the end of the service. Thank you! 


