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Dear friends, 
 
Welcome to church this Mother’s Day! 
 
Today for many people is a time of joy & gathering with family.  It is a chance to give 
expression to those who’ve served so graciously all our lives.  For others, today is difficult – 
recalling failures to love, missed opportunities & the loss of those we love.  As God’s 
people, Mother’s Day gives us a chance to reflect on family.  Not simply our biological 
families, but also our spiritual family.  2 important truths to remember today 
 
First, Family Matters.  Motherhood is honourable.  God bestows honour on the position in 
creation, when he establishes us in His image to relate like Him & rule the world under 
Him.  This can’t be done alone, & certainly can’t be done without mothers.  Motherhood is 
designed to fit God’s design in creation.  Even more, God tasks parents with the 
responsibility of being the primary teachers about life & God’s ways (Deuteronomy 4 or 
Proverbs 1v8).  Mothers aren’t just essential to building society, they are essential in 
building the character of society.  It’s no wonder God calls children to honour their father 
& mother (Exodus 20 & Ephesians 6).   
 
Family is important.  It is good & right to love & invest in our biological family.  Anything 
less is sub-Christian (1 Timothy 5v8).   Our Lord modelled how much family matters.  As 
he hung dying on the cross, he made arrangements for the care of his mother: "Dear 
woman here is your son". "Here is your mother" (John 19:26,27).   His work on the cross 
not only provided healing for biological families impacted by sin – it opened up the 
possibility of a new & bigger family: the church.  As Jesus promised, in receiving the gospel 
we receive a family hundred times greater (Matthew 19v29).  This Mother’s Day, we’d do 
well to learn from this Good Friday prayer:  

Dear Lord, who has blessed us with the gift of family life, that we may learn to love 
and care for others; We praise you for the example of Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
even when deserted and betrayed by his closest friends, took time to consider his 
mother. Open our eyes to care for our family and our brothers and sisters in the 
faith. Stir our hearts to serve all who are called to walk in the way of the cross, in 
the way of love. Amen. 

 
Second, Christ is everything.  As much as family matters – nothing & no-one matters as 
much as Jesus.  He provocatively says:  
 

"Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; 
anyone who loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and 
anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me.  Whoever 
finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. (Matthew 
10v37-39) 

 
Jesus’ words are confronting.  But they are words of loving truth we need to hear.  It’s 
loving to have it pointed out that to lean on family to provide you life (& life eternal) is not 
a reasonable burden to place on anyone.  It asks too much of the women who bore us, to 
give us everlasting life & life to the full.  As great as they are – it’s beyond what they can 
provide.  For those who do invest in family as their life – the pain is unbearable when 
failure, sickness & death tear family away.  Only Jesus can give life that can’t be lost.  & we 
can only receive it when we give our lives to Him, put Him at the centre of all you do & 
are.  Christ is everything.  
 
In Him,  Mark Smith 
 

 

 

May 12th   2019 
 

WELCOME! 
 

Our regular services are: 

8 am at St. Paul’s  

Classic Anglican service 
 

10 am at St. Paul’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 
 

12:30pm at New St Thomas’ 

Wallerawang (All age, All in) 
 

3 pm at St. Stephen’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 

  

Ministry Contacts 
 

 

Senior Minister 
Mark Smith    0430 393 414 

mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not available Thursdays 

  
Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418610655 

john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not available Wednesdays 

 
Community Pastor 

Terry Smith  0449233862 
terry.smith@lpachurch.org.au 

Not available Tuesday & Friday  
 

Wardens 
Robert  Hookham  0403506693 

John Stevens           6355 1337 
Eric Young           0429664436 

  
Office Administration 

Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 
office@lpachurch.org.au 
Tuesday  & Friday 9 – 2  
 

for Children and youth 

 Youth Group for yrs 6- 12                

                        During School 

Term    Fridays                          

7:00 –   9 pm 

……………. 

 

 

K – yr 6  

During School Term  

     Fridays 5pm – 6:30 pm  
 

 

Growth groups 

Small groups for adults to 

grow in Christ. 

details on back of bulletin or 

phone office. 

Knowing Jesus • Serving Jesus • Proclaiming Jesus 

 

mailto:terry.smith@lpachurch.org.au


  

  

Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 
  

1. HEAD: What did you learn? 
   

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 

 

 

readings 
 
 

ot   Isaiah 62: 11 - 12   (page 530)  

nt   1 Peter 2:1 – 12    (page 857) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

Word of encouragement:  

 
 

Dear brothers and sisters in Sydney Diocese, 
 

My continued heartfelt thanks for your ongoing prayers. In 

my last update I said I was going on an immunotherapy 

clinical trial. Unfortunately, it was not effective, as the 

cancer has continued to spread in my liver. My oncologists 

have therefore started me back on some chemotherapy and 

they hope this will stop the growth or even shrink it. It is 

also my third round in just over three years and second 

time of losing all my hair!  

In my illness, I have had time to watch more news around 

the world, rather than just my usual 30 mins local news in 

the evening. There is so much more suffering, violence, 

conflict, illness, and injustice that is never reported on 

mainstream TV. This reminded me again that we live in a 

very much fallen world. But God says suffering is not good 

and He promises a new creation where suffering will be no 

more. I am preparing some points for discussions with some 

atheist friends. One of them is: If all of life is purely physical 

or evolutionary (survival of the fittest), and we are basically 

physical beings with no soul or spirit, and there is no 

absolute morality, then really what is wrong with suffering, 

even unjust suffering? (Besides it hurting if we are receiving 

it, but not if we are dishing it out if we are lucky enough to 

be among the strongest and fittest). Suffering is simply 

neutral. It is neither right nor wrong. A fact of evolutionary 

life. (By the way, I’m not necessarily against evolution, but I 

am against “pure chance” evolution). Yet deep in our heart 

and soul we believe suffering is wrong, especially if inflicted 

by the cruel. The bible says we are more than physical 

beings, we will have to answer before God as to how we 

have lived, and we all need to trust in Christ and his death 

and resurrection to have forgiveness and eternal life. God is 

a moral God, but more than that, a supremely forgiving one. 

So do put your trust in God’s Son and live for him. It’s how 

to live in this life and the next. 

OK, end of sermon! I trust Easter was a time of reflection 

and gratitude for you all. I will try and keep you updated. 

Through your prayers I have been able to keep a good 

balance between rest and family responsibilities, as well as 

keeping up with the most important aspects of my work as 

a bishop.  

 
Ivan. 
 
 

 

  

 

News to share or point for prayer? 
If you would like the church family to hear of recent news, or request prayer for yourself, 

please contact the office by phone or email.  Due to privacy laws we can only publish names 

with permission of those people.  

Prayer points  

 

May 12th  Almighty God, you have given your 
only Son to be for us both a sacrifice for sin 
and also an example of godly life; give us 
grace that we may always thankfully receive 
the immeasurable benefit of his sacrifice, and 
also daily endeavour to follow in the blessed 
steps of his most holy life; who now lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for evermore. Amen 

 

May 13th Give thanks that God does now 
repay us according to our sins, but in Christ 

takes them as far as East is from West.  
Confess freely, knowing His love, compassion 
& power 

 

May 14th  Reflecting on Jesus’ call to love him 
& His kingdom far above any human bonds to 
family or friends (Luke 14v26), pray that he 
might fill you with a passion for His honour & 
clarity to see where your devotion to people 
interferes with your devotion to Christ. 
 

May 15th Thank God for calling little ones to 

Himself.  Pray for all our church’s ministry to 
Children: for SRE in schools, Sunday 
ministries at 10am & 3pm, Glow on Friday 
nights (K-6) 

 

May 16th  Thank God for all work & workers.  
Give thanks that God chooses to give his gifts 
to us through the efforts of others – both in 
paid & voluntary work. 
 
May 17th  Praise God for the blessing of rest.  
Ask God to use leisure & rest to build your 

appreciation of the coming New creation; to 
learn dependence on His goodness; & find joy 
in all Christ supplies. 
 

May 18th  Give thanks for our ministries to 
youth (RED during the 10am service & ONE 
on Friday nights in partnership with the 
Baptists).  Pray for the members to follow 
Christ closely & for the salvation of youth in 
our community. 
 

May 19th  Almighty God, you alone can order 

the unruly passions of sinful men: grant to 
your people that they may love what you 
command and desire what you promise, that 
so, among the many and varied changes of 
the world, our hearts may surely there be 
fixed where true joys are to be found; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
 

 



 

 

 Notices 

 

Fresh Food Day Today 
‘A help up, not a handout’.  11:30-12:15 at Lithgow, 4:30-5 at 

Portland.  

A chance to welcome others in conversation over a cuppa. 
 

Christianity Explored 

What’s the best news you’ve ever heard? 
7 sessions in Mark’s gospel that simply explains the heart of the 
gospel.  A great refresher for you & good to invite friends to.  

Running 7:30-9pm, Tuesday nights from 14th May.  Contact 
Terry Smith for details.  

 

Women’s Event: Between a Rock and a Hard Place 
MU (Mother’s Union) are running an event for all women, 

Wednesday 15th May, 10am-1pm at Wentworth Falls Anglican.   

Covering the topics of Resilience and Cyber Challenges, as well 
as a bible talk from Luke 6:2-26.  No charge, but bookings 

essential (www.musydney.org.au or 8030 8970) 
 

Women’s Fellowship 
Celebrating Mothers Day with a light luncheon Thursday 16th 
May 12 to 2pm Cost $5.  All Ladies very welcome  Speaker 

Mark Smith 
  Reply by Monday 13 to Dierdre Culla 6351 2966 OR 

Doreen Hart 6351 4492 M. 0427 935 745 

 

Forbidden Obedience - Open Doors Australia 
Smuggling Faith to the millions 
7-9pm Sunday 26th May 2019 

St Paul’s Lithgow 
From China to Iraq, North Korea to Egypt, hear stories of 

radical obedience from a man who dared to serve the 

persecuted church.  Join us for a night of prayer and praise as 
we explore the realities of living a bold faith in the face of 

suffering.  Free event tickets available through 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/open-doors-presents-
forbidden-obedience-lithgow-tickets 

 

Orange Women’s Conference 

One day – let hope take hold 
Ezekiel talks by Annabel Nixey 
May 25th 2019, 9:30am-3:30pm 

$55 register at www.onedaycwc.org.au 
 

Lifts required 
Some local members of 10am congregation are having difficulty 

getting to & from church.  If you are able to assist in picking up 
& dropping home, please let the office know.  

 

 

 
Lithgow and Portland Anglican Church  

Direct Giving details 
Account Name -    ANGLICAN PARISH Of     

 LITHGOW  DIRECT 
GIVING   

BSB -                 062591 
Account No. -  10085204 

 

  

Roster reminders  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible readings  

ot Job 28:20 - 28  

nt  1 Corinthians 1:1 – 17  
 

Thank you for serving.  If you are unable to fulfil your 

rostered duty please organise a swap and let the 

service leader and the office know 
 

 
 

 

 

Please return Bibles to the back of church at the end of the service. Thank you! 


