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Dear friends, 

 

Welcome to church!  Next Sunday we’ll be joined by a dozen students from Sydney 

Missionary & Bible College (SMBC).  They are a group who share our passion for 

proclaiming Jesus.  From April 7th to Easter weekend (19-21), we’ll have a concentrated 

time of helping other encounter Christ.  As I wrote last week, learning from the model of 

the Samaritan woman, it’s something we can all be a part of.  Her model is simple: 

remembering the joy Christ you; sharing what you know of Jesus; & noticing those God 

has given you. 

 

Key in all this – we don’t do it alone.  As Jesus said to his followers: ‘We must do the work 

of Him who sent me’ (John 9v4).  Jesus invites us to share in His work of bringing light & life 

to those caught in spiritual darkness & death.   We work with Jesus.  We work in His 

strength.  In the coming weeks, take the chance to pray.  Two important considerations 

as you do work with the Lord. 

 

First, Pray because we are dependant partners.  Salvation is always about God’s gift 

– not a person’s cleverness in responding or our skill in persuading.  In John 3, Jesus 

speaks to the religious expert Nicodemus.   

Nicodemus is Israel’s teacher – but he stumbles at the first hurdle of ‘salvation basics’.  He 

forgets that we are saved by grace.  Jesus tells him he must be born again.  Like physical 

birth, spiritual birth is a gift – not a work or a right.  Salvation is always the result of the 

Spirit’s regenerating action.  As our articles explain the problem: 

 

The condition of Man after the fall of Adam is such, that he cannot turn and prepare 

himself, by his own natural strength and good works, to faith, and calling upon God: 

Wherefore we have no power to do good works pleasant and acceptable to God, without 

the grace of God by Christ preventing us, that we may have a good will, and working 

with us, when we have that good will. (Article X - Of Free-Will) 

 

We pray, because unless God’s Spirit moves & gives new birth – no one will be changed.  

You may not feel like you have a great knowledge or skills in persuading people about 

Christianity.  That’s OK.  Their salvation doesn’t depend on your work.  It certainly is a 

great way to love our friends & neighbour by making it as easy as possible for them to find 

out information about Jesus.  But ultimately, it’s a spiritual change – not an increase in 

knowledge alone – that they need.  Start praying as a dependant partner for God to work 

through you to bring the good news to others; pray for God to make you bold & 

thoughtful to see what opportunity to invite others too & how to invite graciously; pray 

for God to work in this area, in the lives of those you don’t know; & pray for God to give 

new birth to many.  

 

Second, Pray more in the busyness.  When there’s a lot on, it can be easily 

overwhelming.  For many, the busier we get, the more likely that prayer slips off as we 

focus on action.  As we probably know, it’s the opposite of what would serve us well.  

Pete Tong writes helpfully: 

The timing of Jesus’ prayers is as instructive as the prayers themselves.  Jesus was the 

master pray-er who gifted us instruction on prayer, as well as his model prayer. But there is also 

much to learn from Jesus when we pay attention to the timing of his prayers within the larger 

story of his ministry. As Jesus’ ministry grew and the demands of the crowds increased, he 

purposely withdrew to a quiet place to pray (Mark 1:35). 

cont’d inside 
 

 

 

March 31st 2019 
 

WELCOME! 
 

Our regular services are: 

8 am at St. Paul’s  

Classic Anglican service 
 

10 am at St. Paul’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 
 

12:30pm at New St Thomas’ 

Wallerawang (All age, All in) 
 

3 pm at St. Stephen’s  

All age service with children’s 

programs 

  

Ministry Contacts 
 

 

Senior Minister 
Mark Smith    0430 393 414 

mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 
Not available Thursdays 

  
Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418610655 

john.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not available Wednesdays 

 
Community Pastor 

Terry Smith  0449233862 
terry.smith@lpachurch.org.au 

Not available Tuesday & Friday  
 

Wardens 
Robert  Hookham  0403506693 

John Stevens           6355 1337 
Eric Young           0429664436 

  
Office Administration 

Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 
office@lpachurch.org.au 
Tuesday  & Friday 9 – 2  
 

for Children and youth 

 Youth Group for yrs 6- 12                

                        During School 

Term    Fridays                          

7:00 –   9 pm 

……………. 

 

 

K – yr 6  

During School Term  

     Fridays 5pm – 6:30 pm  
 

 

Growth groups 

Small groups for adults to 

grow in Christ. 

details on back of bulletin or 

phone office. 

Knowing Jesus • Serving Jesus • Proclaiming Jesus 
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Even though he was perfectly sufficient to meet all the crowds’ needs, he refused to have his agenda set by their desires. 

Likewise, in Gethsemane when his heart was wrecked with anguish and sorrow at what lay ahead, Jesus again withdrew 

to pray. I have no doubt that Jesus was as tired as his disciples, yet his distress brought him back to his Father (Mark 

14:33-36). In both the business of a growing ministry and the personal distress of what lay ahead, Jesus prayed, asking 

God to strengthen him for the task at hand. No wonder the apostles followed this pattern as their ministry grew and they 

too faced persecution (Acts 6:4, 7:56, 12:5). 
 

With lots happening in April, when you feel busy & overwhelmed, stop & pray.  Whether it’s just a moment quietly 

praying as you drive to the next event, or taking time aside to pray with a group of friends for an hour, learn from Jesus’ 

model of partnership with His Father.  

 

In Him, Mark Smith 

 

readings 
 
 

ot  Daniel 12:2 – 3  (page 636)  

nt  John 11:1 – 26  (page 760)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

Word of encouragement:  
 

We’re still on Mission 

I want to share with you the story of a young man 

I met recently. Adrian* is a Bengali M'lim from Bangladesh, 

the son of a government minister. His father sent him to 

Australia to study business at Western Sydney University 

(WSU). Adrian is becoming increasingly disillusioned with his 

I'lamic faith. He finds it hard to accept things he 

has been taught at the m'sque, like that missing one of the 

five daily prayer times would mean he would spend an extra 

1000 years in hell. Earlier this year Adrian prayed to God 

asking him to send someone who would explain the truth to 

him. 
 

I met Adrian a few weeks ago after he had taken a free bible 

from the Campus Bible Ministry (CBM) stall at WSU. We've 

been meeting for the past few weeks to discuss religion 

during which I shared with him the truth about Jesus. For the 

first time Adrian heard that by faith in Christ and his death 

for our sins we can be forgiven and set free. He heard that 

being a Christian means you no longer have to earn 

your salvation and that you are free to serve 

God without guilt, fear or shame. This good news has 

clearly impacted Adrian and his thinking about God. While he 

is yet to make a commitment to follow Christ, he is very 

keen to keep meeting with me to read the bible and learn 

more. Please pray for Adrian that God would continue to 

open his heart and mind to trust Jesus despite the cost that 

he might face in doing so. 
 

This is one example of a number of gospel conversations that 

Lara and I are having on campus since returning 

from Cambodia earlier this year. While we're still adjusting to 

life back here and coming to terms with the sadness and 

disappointment of leaving Cambodia, we're rejoicing and 

praising the LORD that we can continue serving him here in 

Australia and sharing the good news of Jesus amongst the 

nations. 
 

In order for us to keep having these gospel conversations we 

need your continuing support both prayerfully and financially.  
 

 

Your Brother in Christ, 
 

Cameron 

(with Lara, Hannah, Rebekah, Zachariah, Nathanael, Lily, 
Malakai, & Luke)      

If you would like a full copy of the Blair’s Newsletter please let the 
office know 

 

  

 

News to share or point for prayer? 

If you would like the church family to hear of recent 
news, or request prayer for yourself, please contact 

the office by phone or email.  Due to privacy laws we can 

only publish names with permission of those people.  

Prayer points  

 

March 31st  Almighty God, grant that we, 

who justly deserve to be punished for our 

sinful deeds, may in your mercy and kindness 

be pardoned and restored; through our Lord 

and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 

 

April 1st 1) God created us for his glory. Isaiah 

43:6–7. God made all of us in his own image 

so that we would image forth, or reflect, his 

character and moral beauty. 

 

April 2nd  2) Therefore every human should live 

for God’s glory. (1 Corinthians 10:31). The 

way to live for the glory of God is to love 

him, trust him, be thankful to him, obey him, 

and treasure him above all things. When we 

do these things we image forth God’s glory. 

 

April 3rd 3) Nevertheless, we have all sinned 
and fallen short of God’s glory. (Romans 3:23). 

None of us has loved or trusted or thanked 

or obeyed or treasured God as we ought. 

 

April 4th 4) Therefore we all deserve eternal 

punishment. (Romans 6:23). Those who did 

not obey the Lord Jesus “will suffer the 

punishment of eternal destruction, away 

from the presence of the Lord and from the 

glory of his might” 

 

April 5th  5) Yet, in his great mercy, God sent 

his only Son Jesus Christ into the world to 

provide for sinners the way of eternal life.  (John 

3:16). “Christ also suffered once for sins, the 

righteous for the unrighteous, that he might 

bring us to God” (1 Peter 3:18). 

 

April 6th  6) Therefore eternal life is a free gift 

to all who will trust in Christ as Lord and Saviour 

and supreme Treasure of their lives. “If you 

confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord 

and believe in your heart that God raised 

him from the dead, you will be saved” 

(Romans 10:9). 

 

April 7th Father, help us to be like Christ 

your Son, who loved the world and died for 

our salvation.  Inspire us by his love, guide us 

by his example, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 

and ever. Amen 

 

 

 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2043.6%E2%80%937
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2043.6%E2%80%937
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2010.31
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%203.23
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%206.23
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%203.16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%203.16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%203.18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2010.9


 

 

 Notices 
Our Mission: Encountering Jesus 

7th-21st April 2019 

Students from Sydney Missionary Bible College (SMBC) will join 

us 7th-14th April as we introduce our friends, family & neighbours 

to Christ.    

 

Engage the team.  There is still the opportunity to invite a pair 

over one evening – get to know their faith story as you share 

yours.   

 

Engage your friends & family.  Consider which gospel event 

would best suit them then invite & bring them along: 

 

‘Ageing Well with God’s Help’ 10-11:30am Tuesday 9th  - Morning 

Tea & gospel discussion at Treeview Estate 

 

‘Stay Strong: Body & Soul’ 7-8:30pm Wednesday 10th  - Jesus’ advice 

for a healthy soul & Expert physio advice (Lithgow Hall) 

 

‘Sandwiches, slices & Jesus (the bread of life) 12-2pm Friday 12th  

Luncheon for women of all ages & stages (Lithgow Hall) 

 

Glow & One’s Combined BBQ night 5:30-7pm Friday 12th - Jesus, food 

& fun for all children & youth (family & friends) – Lithgow Hall 

 

Grill & Chill Community Breakfast in Portland 8:30-10:30am  

Saturday 13th – Good food, company & Jesus (Portland Hall) 

 

All church services on Sunday 14th geared for newcomers.   

 

Engage your neighbourhood.  Be paired with someone 

experienced & invite locals to gospel events.  Postcards promoting 

Easter celebrations are available & make this easy. Contact Terry 

Smith 

 

Easter celebration services:  
Good Friday 19th  

9am at St Paul’s & 3pm at St Stephens 

Resurrection Sunday 21st  

8am & 10am at Lithgow,  

12:30pm at Wallerawang & 3pm at Portland 

 

Portland Easter Festival – Easter Saturday 
This year’s theme is "New Life." The planning committee would 

love to hear from anyone who is willing and able to make 

themselves available on Easter Saturday, (even if just for an hour 

or two), either to intentionally strike up conversations or to help 

run or supervise an activity with the children.   

Contact Miriam Palmer 6355 4104 or impalmer@swissmail.org 

 

Women’s Event: Between a Rock and a Hard Place 
MU (Mother’s Union) are running an event for all women, 

Wednesday 15th May, 10am-1pm at Wentworth Falls Anglican.   

Covering the topics of Resilience and Cyber Challenges, as well as 

a bible talk from Luke 6:2-26.  No charge, but bookings essential 

(www.musydney.org.au or 8030 8970) 

 
 

 

Direct Giving details 
Account Name -    ANGLICAN PARISH Of     

 LITHGOW  DIRECT GIVING   
BSB -                 062591 
Account No. -  10085204 

 

  

Roster reminders  
 

7th April  2019  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible readings  

ot  Isaiah 53:4 – 12  

nt  John 18:28 – 19:16  

Thank you for serving.  If you are unable to fulfil your 

rostered duty please organise a swap and let the 

service leader and the office know 
 

Growth Groups  
 

Mon pm Senior teens Lithgow 

Tues am mixed    Lithgow 

        pm mixed    Lithgow 

Wed pm Women’s  Lithgow 

         pm Men’s       Lithgow 

         pm Mixed   Wallerawang 

Thu  am Women’s  Lithgow 

         pm mixed   Lithgow 

         pm mixed    Wallerawang 

         pm mixed   Portland 

Fri   am women’s   Lithgow 

        pm Mixed    Lithgow  

 
 

 

 

Please return Bibles to the back of church at the end of the service. Thank you! 


