
Parish Newsletter:  
March 19th /20th  
                    Names nobody remembers 

Dozens of people had filed out of the movie theatre. Custodians began to sweep up 
popcorn kernels as the background music played and the credits rolled. I sat in a row with 
my family, crunching the remains of my popcorn bag while each name made its way from 
the bottom to the top of the giant screen in front of us. The few seconds on screen for 
months or years of work seemed unfair–maybe even inconsequential. We were the only 
ones there in the theatre watching, after all. 
I wonder if this is how we view the majority of our own days. So much of our toil and 
labour often feels to slip by like those credits–a few seconds of notoriety to an empty 
theatre. We’re surrounded by influencers, celebrities, and bestselling authors who attract 
attention–yet most of us labour in seemingly inconsequential ways. We strive and toil 
each day mostly in anonymity.  
Though the world’s idea of success might see our small days lacking, our good God 
operates very differently. He has a knack for using people lost in the credit roll. We can 
see this beautifully in the story of the Israelites in Ezra and Nehemiah.  
 Ezra finds God’s people returning to their homeland of Israel. God moved King Cyrus to 
allow his people the means to rebuild the destroyed temple. In chapter two, the writer of 
Ezra records the names of the returnees who came to take part in this huge endeavour. 
What is notable is that the majority of people in this list are unfamiliar names. We don’t 
know much of anything about them. Their names are mere markers of lives we can only 
imagine.  They are blips on the pages of Scripture that we gloss over to get to “the good 
stuff”.  
Yet that’s not how God saw them. God chose them to return and take part in rebuilding 
his temple. He moved these unknown families to serve, work, and give towards the 
project. Because of their ministry, the fulfillment of God’s promise was enacted. Through 
their small, repeated donations of time, energy, gifts, and money the whole endeavour 
was supported.  
The unknown names we skim through were people just like us. Their small lives didn’t 
make the chronicles of history. They didn’t hold the titles of influencer or celebrity. They 
weren’t rolling in money, power, or prestige. Yet these anonymous Israelites took part in 
constructing the temple that would one day be visited by Jesus, himself.  
Perhaps nobody remembered the man who stacked stone upon stone on the eastern wall 
of the temple that day. Maybe the gifter of the fabric for the wall hangings would be 
forgotten. But one day the Son of God himself would walk through that temple–touch 
those stones, and look upon the wall hangings, and he would remember their toil 
hundreds of years before. He would remember the faithful service of a group of unknown 
servants of Yahweh.  
Did God need this group of nobodies? No, of course not–just as he doesn’t need a group 
of celebrities. Yet God chose these men and women to use their gifts and abilities for his 
great purposes. He included “ordinary people to accomplish extraordinary results” 
(Ulrich, The Now and Not Yet, 59). And he does the same for us today.  
In the midst of our small, ordinary lives, our Father uses us as part of something greater. 
When we’re sweeping the floor and wiping off the dirty faces of our children, we’re being 
used in his plan of bringing order and goodness into a world marked by chaos. When we 
text a friend with a verse and prayer of encouragement, our small action becomes the 
fulfillment of another’s prayer for help. When the automatic payment to our church goes 
through, we are joining hands in the mission of God in our community with our meagre 
offering.  
Our days of humdrum meetings, repetitive tasks, and miniscule victories might feel small, 
even foolish, but Ezra and Nehemiah demonstrate first-hand how God chooses the foolish 
things of the world to accomplish his purpose (1 Cor. 1:27). Our names fit right next to the 
list of unknown names throughout history: men and women who helped rebuild the 
temple, gave to the early church, discipled children in the Middle Ages, taught in a 
schoolhouse in the 1800s. 
Con’t on back….. 

Prayer Points 

Sunday- Gracious Father, whose blessed 
Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven 
to be the true bread which gives life to 
the world: Evermore give us this bread, 
that he may live in us, and we in him; 
who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 

Monday— Almighty God, we confess that 
we have no power of ourselves to help 
ourselves: keep us outwardly in our 
bodies and inwardly in our souls, that we 
may be defended from all adversities that 
may happen to the body, and from all evil 
thoughts that may assault and hurt the 
soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen 
 

 Tuesday— Reflect on God’s promise in 
Zephaniah 3v17: ‘The LORD your God is 
with you, he is mighty to save. He will 
take great delight in you, he will quiet you 
with his love, he will rejoice over you with 
singing’.  Let it lead you to praise God. 

 

Wednesday— In Luke 14, Jesus 
encourages potential followers to weigh 
their commitment before carrying their 
cross.  Pray for those who are currently 
considering whether to follow Jesus & 
those who expressing commitment 
through baptism & confirmation 

 

Thursday- Give thanks for Christian 
sisters & brothers locally & around the 
world.  Pray for all Christian people that 
we may triumph over evil & grow in grace 
 

Friday— Thank God for those He’s placed 
in authority over nations.  Ask God to 
lead them in the ways of mercy & truth 

 

Saturday— Intercede for those in great 
need.  Ask that God might not forget 
them, & that their hope might not be 
taken away.  Remember those sick in 
body, mind & spirit – that they might 
know God’s power to heal & save 

Keeping in Contact 
Acting Rector (Part-time) 

Bruce Dingwall 0422305984 
Sunday & Monday only. 

Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young         0418 610 655 

John.young@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Wednesdays 

Community Pastor (Part-time) 
James Barnes     0424 825 369 

James.barnes@lpachurch.org.au 
Not Available Saturdays 



Sermon notes:   
 
Mark 11:26-33 
John 12:37-50 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 

1. HEAD: What did you learn?  
2. HEART: What did God say to you?  

 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 

 

Notices 
Con’t  from front 

Maybe you look at the day of small 
work ahead and feel like you really are 
last on that credit roll. Maybe you feel 
like your labour flits by a screen to a 
seemingly empty room. But friends, 
the theatre is never really empty. Our 
Saviour watches. He sees each name. 
He sees you and me. In fact, he chose 
us to do those specific small tasks (Eph. 
2:10). In his goodness, he joins our 
work together to build something 
beautiful. This time it’s not a temple, 
but a kingdom of light and goodness in 
a dark world.  
Pick up your little stones today and 
join the millions of names nobody can 
remember building the kingdom 
nobody will forget.   

 

2023 AGM 
Today Sunday 19th March at St 

Stephen’s Portland after the 3pm 
Who can be a Warden or a parish 

councillor? 
You can be a Warden or a parish 

councillor if you are – a parishioner of a 
church in the parish or, if the parish is 

administered as a whole, a congregation 
of the parish; and at least 18 years of 

age; and a communicant member of the 
Anglican Church of Australia 

* A communicant member includes a 
person who is a member of the Anglican 

Church of Australia and who partakes 
regularly in the Holy Communion or the 

Lord’s Supper. You must have been a 
member of an Anglican 

church/congregation in the parish for a 
least 12 months. 

 – please note that if you nominate 
someone for a role you must be at the 

AGM. 

 
Portland Mans breakfast 

 is coming up Sat 25/3/23 at 8:30 St 
Stephens hall. The theme this week is 
restorations, tinkers and fiddlers  

 

 
 

www.lpachurch.org.au • office mobile: 0492 944 091 • PO Box 192, 
Lithgow •  

St. Paul’s: Railway Pde, Lithgow • St Thomas’: Commens St, Wallerawang • St. 
Stephen’s: Williwa St, Portland 

 

Thank you for your generosity!  You can give in-person with the secure 
box at the back of church.  Direct Giving details: 
  Account Name: ANGLICAN PARISH of LITHGOW DIRECT GIVING   
  BSB - 062591      Account No. – 10085204 

 



 


