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Dear Friends, 
 

Welcome to church!   For political enthusiasts, 2019 is a great year.  Next Saturday, we chose 
our State’s leadership.  In May (date to be set), we’ll choose our Nation’s leadership.  For those 

less than excited about politics, it can feel a burden.  Voting is a tremendous privilege.  It’s easy 

to take for granted that our right to elect our leaders is envied by many around the world & 

came through battles fought by those who came before us.  As we come to vote, three 
principles to keep in mind. 

 

First, Vote prayerfully – God is in control.  The Bible is clear that nations rise & fall according to 

God’s will.  No leader comes to power by their own strength, but God’s action.   Even on trial 
& seemingly at the control of others, Jesus bluntly reminded Pilate that he was only governor 

because it was ‘given from above’ (John 19v11).  It’s true of all leaders: ‘there is no authority 

except that which God has established.’ (Romans 13v1).   Neither Jesus nor Paul are speaking 

about Christian rulers – but even those who openly oppose God, are still His servants (Romans 
13v4).   As we go to vote, we must remember we aren’t voting for who will run the world, or 

even the nation.  We are voting for people to rule under God.   

 

Because, ultimately, it is God who appoints leaders, we must pray.  In 1 Timothy 2, we are 
explicitly told to pray for all in authority.   We are to pray with a specific goal: ‘that we may live 
peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness’ (v3).  The sense of ‘quietness’ is not silence, 

but having a leadership that doesn’t force us, in good Christian conscience, to have to civilly 

disobey.  Reading on, the outcome of prayer for authorities is to create the circumstances for all 
people to come to Christ the Saviour.   

 

Leading into the election: pray.  Pray for candidates to recognise their dependence on God.  

Pray for honesty, grace & truth to reign.  Pray for God to appoint authorities who will allow the 
godliness to flourish. 

 

Second, Vote thoughtfully – Leaders have an important role.  Again in Romans 13, they are 

God’s servants appointed to enact justice.  As rulers of God’s world under Him, we want rulers 
who will rule with God’s character & concerns.   Jesus model to us in prayer provides a great 

principle for reflecting on candidates & parties.  Jesus calls us to ask for ‘God’s will to be done 
one earth, as it is in heaven’.   
 
No one party or candidate can claim to do this perfectly or consistently.  The gospel is not 

designed to create an earthly kingdom (as Jesus declared at his arrest in John 18v36 – ‘my 
kingdom is not of this world’).    As such, we need to give thoughtful consideration.  Which 

individual policies will best reflect God’s values?  Which individual policies will allow for God’s 
will to be done by His people?  Since we vote for a local candidate, not on singular issues, how 

can the grab-bag of policies from different parties be weighed against one another as a whole 

package?  All this requires careful reflection & thought. 

 
Leading into the election: consider.  Take the time to know what the policies are of various 

candidates.  Reflect upon Scripture.  Contact politicians & express your concerns.  Vote 

thoughtfully.  

 
Third, Vote selflessly – love is not optional.  Jesus is clear on what matters most in life: to love 

the Lord wholeheartedly & love your neighbour selflessly.  To love is to be committed to the 

good of another.  Commitment is a strong word – invoking persistence, sacrifice, extravagance, 

affection, insight & action.  We must vote committed to the good of God’s honour & other 
people thriving in His image.   

 

Within all of us, is the natural instinct to vote for the good of myself, then my household, then 

my community & then my nation.  The gospel invites us to vote lovingly for ‘the other’, with the 
kind of commitment I have to ‘myself’.   We must vote with love.  

 

In Him, Mark Smith 

 

 

 

March 17th  2019 
 

WELCOME! 
 

Our regular services are: 

 
8 am at St. Paul’s  
Classic Anglican service 
 

10 am at St. Paul’s  
All age service with children’s 
programs 
 

3 pm at St. Stephen’s  

All age service with children’s 
programs 

  

Ministry Contacts 
 

 

Senior Minister 
Mark Smith    0430 393 414 
mark.smith@lpachurch.org.au 

Not available Thursdays 

  

Children’s & Youth Minister 
John Young     0418610655 
john.young@lpachurch.org.au 

Not available Wednesdays 

 

Community Pastor 
Terry Smith  0449233862 
terry.smith@lpachurch.org.au 

Not available Tuesday & Friday  
 

Wardens 
Robert  Hookham  0403506693 
John Stevens           6355 1337 

Eric Young           0429664436 

  

Office Administration 
Corinne Ogg     6351 3070 
office@lpachurch.org.au 

Wednesday & Friday 9 – 2  
 

for Children and youth 

  

Youth Group for yrs 6- 12                
                        During School 

Term    Fridays                          
7:00 –   9 pm 
……………. 

 
 

K – yr 6  

During School Term  
     Fridays 5pm – 6:30 pm  

 

 

Growth groups 

Small groups for adults to 

grow in Christ. 

details on back of bulletin or 

phone office. 

Knowing Jesus • Serving Jesus • Proclaiming Jesus 

 

mailto:terry.smith@lpachurch.org.au


  

 

Responding to God’s Word in Practice: 
  

1. HEAD: What did you learn? 
   

2. HEART: What did God say to you? 

3. HANDS: What will you do? 

 

 

readings 
 
 

ot  Nehemiah 9v5b-15 (page 348)  

nt  John 6: 1 – 15, 25 – 35  (page 754)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 Word of encouragement:  
 

 

Boasting in the Lord 

18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. […] 30 He 
is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our 

wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification and redemption. 
31 Therefore, as it is written, "Let the one who boasts, boast in 

the Lord." 
 

The other day I was talking to a work colleague who was sharing 

how she had given up so much of her stuff. She said to me it 
really doesn’t’t matter because it was only stuff and it all fades. 
My response was to quote that we should store our treasures in 

heaven where they cannot spoil fade or perish. The reply I got 
was a common one: ‘Well, that’s ok, because I’m going to hell 
anyway……’ 

 
It seems to me that even those who are seemingly still blind to 
the saving grace of God, have a sense of the folly of this life. 
Sometimes it shows up in depression.  Other times it shows in a 

display of not caring anymore. 
 
But the sad thing is Jesus came to again show us God never 

designed us or the earth to be spoilt like it is. 
 
As you probably know God originally made the garden of Eden 

perfect. It is mankind’s self-centeredness that causes us to sin and 
put ourselves befor God, thus causing anything and anyone on 
this earth to fail and fade. It's only that God placed himself as a 

sacrifice to appease the necessary consequence (hell) for our sin.  
 
This saving grace requires us to trust God and give our earthly 

hopes and dreams to him. The blessings that come from trusting 
God are immeasurable though.  
 

For me I find peace knowing nothing on earth can take my 
eternal gift and any stress or worry is shared with God who 
knows me best. Something I find hard is sharing how God has 

blessed me with everything I have and has shaped me into who I 
am. My prayer for me and you is you know God better and trust 
him more but also always give credit to God. 

 
‘For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved it is the power of God. He is the 
source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom 
and our righteousness and sanctification and redemption. 
Therefore, as it is written, "Let the one who boasts, boast in the 
Lord." (1 Corinthians 1v18 
 
Thanks for reading 

James Barnes (3pm congregation) 
 

 

 

 

  

 

News to share or point for prayer? 

If you would like the church family to hear of recent news, or request 
prayer for yourself, please contact the office by phone or email.  Due 
to privacy laws we can only publish names with permission of those 

people.  

Prayer points  

 

March 17th  We beseech you, almighty God, 
look on the heartfelt desires of your servants, 
and stretch forth the right hand of your power 
to be our defence against all our enemies; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 Notices 
 
 

REVISED Ministry Team Meetings 
 

Ministry teams allow us to work together & ensure no-one 
is burdened or burnt out.  They give expression to our 

desire to serve Jesus. Some of the teams have meetings in 
March.  These meetings are a time of updates, 

encouragement, planning & prayer. 
Please note, due to the Safe Ministry training, dates for these 

meetings have shifted: 
Reaching Out (Meeting Saturday 16th March, 8:45-10:15am, 
Parish centre, Lithgow).  Aiming to make disciples of Jesus 

from this town & the world 

Mercy Ministry: (Meeting Saturday 23rd March, 8:45-
10:15am, Parish centre, Lithgow).  Aiming to serve spiritual 

needs by meeting physical & emotional difficulties 
Blessing Relationships: (Meeting Saturday 30th March, 8:45-

10:15am, Parish centre, Lithgow).  Aiming to strengthen 
relationships in our community.  

Children & Youth: (no meeting currently scheduled) Aiming 
to make youth & children in our town & church disciples  

of Jesus 
If you would like to explore serving in a ministry team, 

please speak to Mark Smith. 
 

Our Mission: Encountering Jesus 
7th-21st April 2019 

Students from Sydney Missionary Bible College (SMBC) will 
join us 7th-14th April as we introduce our friends, family & 

neighbours to Christ.   This leads into our Easter celebration 
services: Good Friday 19th & Resurrection Sunday on the 

21st April.  
 

Memorial Plaques in St Paul’s 
Parish Council plan to appropriately place within the church 

building, brass memorial plaques that are loose (& were 
once in the front garden).  A wall in the alcove/entrance off 

Roy St is likely.  A new memorial plaque in honour of Enid 
Stahl (a reminder to follow her godly example) is also to be 
placed in the main body of St Paul’s.  Speak to Mark Smith 

with any queries. 
 

New Wallerawang Congregation beginning 24th March 
if you would like to be involved in anyway please speak to 

Mark 
 
 

 
 

 

Direct Giving details 
Account Name -    ANGLICAN PARISH Of     

 LITHGOW  DIRECT GIVING   
 

BSB -                 062591 
 

Account No. -  10085204 

 

  

Roster reminders for next week 
 

17th March  2019  
 
 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 bible readings  

ot  Psalm 27:1 – 5   

nt   John 8: 12 – 32  

Thank you for serving. 
If you are unable to fulfil your rostered duty please 

organise a swap and let the service leader and 
 the office know 

 

Growth Groups  
 

Mon pm Senior teens Lithgow 
Tues am mixed    Lithgow 

        pm mixed    Lithgow 

Wed pm Women’s  Lithgow 

         pm Men’s       Lithgow 
         pm Mixed   Wallerawang 

Thu   am Women’s  Lithgow 

         pm mixed   Lithgow 

         pm mixed   Portland 
Fri     am women’s   Lithgow 

        pm Mixed    Lithgow  

 
 

 

 

Please return Bibles to the back of church at the end of the service. Thank you! 


